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Food waste disposal is the focus of new waste reduction law, SB 1383.

Lamorinda in great shape to meet new recycling law

By Sora O'Doherty

As Senate Bill 1383, the most significant waste re-
duction law in the past 30 years, comes into effect,
Orinda, like the rest of Lamorinda, is well posi-
tioned to be in compliance. In a Feb. 1 presentation
to the Orinda City Council, Senior Program Manager
Judith Silver of Recycle Smart explained that Orinda
is already ahead of the game, because residents
have already been separating green waste from

Advertising

trash and recycling. One of the most significant ele-
ments of the bill, finding ways to get edible food to
people who need it instead of to the landfill, is al-
ready being practiced to a significant degree in
Lamorinda.

SB 1383 is intended to reduce short-lived cli-
mate pollutants in California, and sets goals to be
reached by 2025. Food is 18% of what is discarded.
Silver said that she is confident that Lamorinda is
largely in compliance with this law, although there
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will be some changes. Up until now, multifamily
buildings could opt out of food waste recycling and
recycle only yard waste, but the requirement now
applies to everyone. New Administrative Services
Director Doug Allessio helped with a grant applica-
tion that will provide one-time funding for educa-
tional outreach to explain the new provisions.
Recycle Smart will begin conducting random
“lid flips,” checking for non-compliant materials in
bins, along their 68 routes. ... continued on Page A6
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Masses of junipers removed from Campo development before
fire season
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Gold Coast Chamber Players plans
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The Campolindo Firewise community has been actively assisting member residents
to rid their property of fuels that will have to be removed to meet the new fire code,
which specifies that juniper bushes and bamboo within 10 feet of all public and
private roads must be removed by the end of next year. Junipers, sometimes nick-
named “green gas cans,” are known to be highly fire prone.

According to block captain Steve Hoyt, there are 402 homes in the Campolindo
Firewise group, with near complete coverage of the community. The objective of
their group is to improve emergency preparedness of the neighborhood, such as
encouraging residents to prepare go bags, obtain emergency supplies, and improve
the fire defensibility of their homes. The Campolindo group has 30 block captains,
each responsible for 10-15 homes. The Firewise group is associated with FireWise
USA, a program of the National Fire Protection Association, that encourages local
solutions for safety by involving homeowners in taking individual responsibility
for preparing their homes from wildfire risk; it is not associated with the Cam-
polindo Homeowners Association.

About 17 homeowners took advantage of an offer arranged by the Firewise
group to use Wildland Corporation to remove unwanted plants, mostly junipers, in
February, ahead of the deadline imposed by the revised Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict Fire Code. Homeowner Raj Rikhy plans to replace the extensive juniper plant-
ing with artificial turf and dark wood chips. He won’t miss the rats that came with
the juniper. Gorden Graham, MOFD fuels mitigation manager, and Dennis Rein,

MOFD emergency preparedness coordinator, were on hand to support the effort.
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Mayor focuses on accomplishments during State of City address

By Lou Fancher

Relegated to an online delivery of the
Feb. 10 State of the City Address,
Lafayette Mayor Teresa Gerringer spoke
of school safety, wildfire prevention,
PG&E PSPS events, emergency response
capabilities, new inclusive and diversity
initiatives, and funding from regional,
state and federal sources the city is pur-
suing to support businesses, nonprofits
and individuals as the city emerges
from the pandemic. She also talked
about General Plan updates and ac-
knowledged city staff and her fellow
council members for continuing to pro-
vide high quality services to residents.
Gerringer made note of the long hours
logged by city staff and their contribu-
tions to what makes Lafayette great.

During a Q&A with leaders of sev-
eral departments, City Manager Niroop
Srivatsa, who assumed her position as
city manager in 2019, said she has the
privilege of leading the 44 full- and part-
time staff members who often go above
and beyond to fulfill their roles serving
residents.

Administrative Services Director
Tracy Robinson, Greg Wolff, Lafayette’s
Planning and Building Director, and Di-
rector of Engineering and Public Works
Mike Moran all spoke about challanges
they have faced during the pandemic,

with Robinson noting that there are
currently four engineering jobs alone to
fill at the city.

Parks Trails and Recreation Director
Jonathan Katayanagi, who has been
with the city for 24 years, talked about
the Lafayette Spirit Van for seniors, in-
person and Zoom classes available for
seniors, adults and children, after-
school childcare and summer camps,
and room and picnic area rentals at the
community center. Events returning to
the department include a Father-
Daughter Dance (now called a Family
Dance) on March 11 and a Youth Com-
mission outdoor movie night (date TBD).

Katayanagi said the Lafayette Se-
nior Services Commission is working on
a new action plan and residents are
welcome to email advice at love-
lafayette.org. “They are working the
AARP’s eight domains of livability to im-
prove the age friendliness of the city.”
Also on tap, a project with the Senior
Services Commission and the Youth
Commission called “Lafayette Rocks.”
Older adults and youth in the commu-
nity will be joining forces to paint rocks
and spend time talking to one another.

Katayanagi also brought up the
three Lafayette pickleball courts located
at the community center hockey rink
and the free program that includes in-
struction from volunteers. Katayanagi

said he sees people of all ages on the
courts.

Moran said keeping the roads,
drains, streetlights, traffic signals,
Lafayette Library and Learning Center
and other physical structures means
Public Works has "a lot going on.” Re-
cent projects completed or in progress
include paving a large portion of Mor-
aga Road coming down from Moraga,
reconstructing and paving a large por-
tion of Reliez Valley Road, implementing
traffic calming and safety measures
around schools and more.

Police Chief Ben Alldritt said part-
nerships with the Chamber of Com-
merce such as the Rez Run continue and
indicated a close collaboration between
the department and the city. When
asked about wildfire safety, Alldritt
noted the collaborative effort between
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, the
Contra Costa County Fire Protection Dis-
trict and the Police Department, and
highlighted the Alert Wildfire camera
system that now has over 30 cameras in
and around the Lafayette area for early
detection of wildfires. He invited people
to visit alertwildfire.org to learn more
about the program. The AM 1670 radio
station he said is “ alive and well,” and
he mentioned that the Board of Super-
visors, acting on behalf of ConFire, ap-
proved a plan to apply for up to $5 mil-

lion in state grants to extend the MOFD
shaded fuel break into Lafayette and
Walnut Creek.

Increased levels of attention have
been implemented to improve safety
and traffic awareness around schools in
the area, and Alldritt noted that cameras
have helped minimize criminal activity.
“If you come to Lafayette to commit a
crime, we will come find you,” he said.

Other questions from the public in-
volved Vision Zero, which focuses on
street safety, and the desire for side-
walks, which Moran says the Local
Roadway Safety Plan will address, but
"we need a funding structure. "

When asked about how the city is
working to reduce its carbon footprint,
Gerringer spoke about the push to re-
duce reliance on fossil fuels and men-
tioned the work being done by the Envi-
ronmental Task Force, which is looking
into ways the city can convert from us-
ing gas-powered leaf blowers and other
gas-powered equipment to electric. The
ETF plans to bring a draft ordinance to
the council and is also researching EV
charging standards in new
developments.

After questions from the public
were answered, Stanley Middle School
Music Director Bob Athayde introduced
a video recording of the Stanley Sym-
phonic Band to close the event.

Some single-income renters struggle to stay afloat in Lafayette
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By Sharon K. Sobotta

When Sunita Shastri's apartment man-
ager suggested she leave her name off
the lease of her unit when she and her
husband and two children downsized
from a two to a one-bedroom place in
2019, it seemed like no big deal. But
when Shastri, who is in the final stages
of divorce, tried to take over the lease in
2021, management told her she'd first
need to vacate and reapply. “I asked my
manager where we should go with my
kids and my stuff while I waited and she
shrugged her shoulders,” Shastri recalls.
“She seemed to think ‘it’s not my prob-
lem.”

Shastri reached out to the apart-
ment in Lafayette that has low income

units and placed herself on the waiting
list. When she recently checked on her
waitlist status, she was number 200.
Shastri has also reached out to the Con-
tra Costa County Family Justice Center,
which can waitlist her for housing in
places like Concord, Martinez or Anti-
och, but not Lafayette.

“It’s easy for people to say that you
should just leave Lafayette if you can’t
afford it,” says Shastri, who is a
preschool teacher in Moraga and whose
children attend Lafayette Elementary
School. “As a single mom, I can’t just
pack up and move. It’s taken me a long
time to build a support network in this
community, who help me with caring
for my kids, and my job is very impor-
tant to me.” Shastri doesn’t think she

should have to leave a community that
she loves.

“I've been looking at two-bedroom
units in Lafayette. Most of the leasing
agents say I have to prove that I earn
two to three times more than the cost of
the rent,” Shastri says. “I've tried nego-
tiating a few times and the landlords tell
me that it’s fixed (and that their hands
are tied because of the market rate).”

Shameka, a single mom of three
who asked that we not use her full
name, has been a catering manager in
Moraga for over a decade, but has never
been able to live in the Lamorinda area.
Pre-pandemic, Shameka lived in a two-
bedroom apartment in Antioch with a
total of nine other people.

... continued on Page A3

An Open Letter from the Lafayette Homeowners

Council Board of Directors to Save Lafayette

Save Lafayette
Mr. Michael Griffiths, President

(HCD) for review.

an asset to our community.

CC: Lafayette City Council

To: All Lafayette Residents, Business Owners, Workers and Land Owners. Lafayette
Homeowners Council Board of Directors sent the following letter to Save Lafayette
with copies to the City Council and City Manager with respect to a productive
alternative to continuing litigation over the Terraces Project. Please see below.

February 6th

Re: The Terraces- Appeal of Superior Court Decision
The Board of Directors of the Lafayette Homeowners Council requests that

Save Lafayette seek a productive alternative to the continuing litigation over the

Terraces Project. As an advocate of homeowners’ interests, we find that the Terraces

Project significantly helps the City in meeting its housing RHNA goals and obligations,

particularly those for lower income groups. The Terraces’ 315 apartments are being

counted on by the City in the current General Plan Housing Element update, which will be

submitted to the State of California Department of Housing and Community Development

After reading the Superior Court ruling, we find that the City has fully complied
with CEQA. The developer worked closely with the Design Review Commission, the
Planning Commission, and the City Council to reduce visual impacts of the project. The
currently approved project is attractive and with its commitment to sustainability, will be

We respectfully request that you consider using your group’s time, money, and
resources to support the expansion of the project’s current shuttle service to include the
nearby schools and the downtown. There are other initiatives relating to traffic mitigation
and safe routes to Acalanes High School and Springhill Elementary School that would
benefit the neighborhood and which the LHC and Save Lafayette could work on, together.

The Board of Directors of the LHC asks that you drop your appeal of the Superior
Court ruling that upheld the City of Lafayette’s approval of the Terraces project. We invite
you to collaborate with us and the City staff to improve the area near the Terraces in lieu of

expensive and contentious litigation.
On behalf of the Board of Directors,
Bill Bucher, President, Lafayette Homeowners Council

Niroop Srivatsa, Lafayette City Manager .
https://lafayettehomeownerscouncil.org/
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Lafayette Volunteer

Opportunities

Lafayette has openings on the following
Commissions and Committees

» Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)

¢ Community Center Foundation

» Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA

* Downtown Street Improvement (DSIMPIC)
* Environmental Task Force

» Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

* Public Art Committee

* Transportation & Circulation Commission

For additional information on these volunteer
positions visit the city’s website
www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics
Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins,
jrobbins@lovelafayette.org

Positions open until filled.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Single-income renters

... continued from Page A2

To be on time before she had
access to a car, Shameka de-
parted before sunrise. During
the pandemic when Shameka’s
hours were cut, she lost her
apartment and found herself
couch surfing and in some
cases sleeping in her car.

“It was hard. It was really
hard,” Shameka recalls. “Some
days I broke down and cried
and then I thought about my
children. That’s what kept me
going.”

While Shameka would love
to have the option of living in a
community like Lafayette for
the sake of her kids’ education
and the close proximity to her
job, it’s a nearly unimaginable
idea for her. Shameka’s hopes
are simple yet profound: “Just
to be stable.”

Natalie Oleas, the Family
Justice Center’s central direc-
tor, says struggles like these are
commonplace in the Bay Area:
“We’ve seen a lot of single par-
ent households struggling and
a lot of people staying in situa-
tions where DV (domestic vio-
lence) is a factor and where
their safety is at risk simply
because they have no place to
go.”

The Family Justice Center
is a hub where clients can get
resources and support relating
to anything from legal services
to counseling to assistance ap-
plying for and accessing health
and human resources benefits
like food stamps. In the hous-
ing realm, outside of connect-
ing clients with low-income
listings that often have long
waitlists and in some cases of-
fering temporary financial as-
sistance, Oleas says finding a
long-term solution is compli-
cated.

“We try to get creative and
explore ways that clients can
be resourceful like staying with
family members (if they have
family in the area) or renting
along with another single par-
ent,” Oleas says.

Jeremy Levine is the direc-
tor of Inclusive Lafayette, a
volunteer community group

that focuses on local inclusive
housing. Levine says it's tragic
that the people who teach chil-
dren, provide service and care
for the community can’t afford
to live in the community.

While Levine says there’s
not necessarily an immediate
solution for renters who are
being priced out, he’s hopeful
about the city’s commitment to
bring more housing to
Lafayette in the years to come.
“The more people we have of
different backgrounds (and life
experiences) living in
Lafayette, the better the com-
munity will be,” Levine says.

Lafayette City Council
Member Wei-Tai Kwok says ac-
cessible and affordable hous-
ing is a cornerstone to building
an inclusive Lafayette, but it is
not necessarily an easy issue to
tackle.

“Homeowners no doubt
are delighted by rising home
values, but existing renters are
not fans of rising rents,” Kwok
says. “The growing economic
gap between the ‘haves’ and
the ‘have-nots’ is not good for
society and so personally I fa-
vor efforts to achieve a more
diverse housing supply from
low to median levels.”

Kwok and Levine agree
that while addressing housing
insecurity in Lafayette is of the
utmost importance, figuring
out the best way to do it is the
challenge. With $400 per
square foot construction costs,
even a 500 square foot unit
with free land would cost
$200,000 to build.

“Success will require mul-
tiple funding sources, includ-
ing federal, state or local
monies, nonprofit contribu-
tions, and private enterprises,”
Kwok says.

For now, housing advo-
cates are looking at ideas rang-
ing from raising local taxes to
implementing vacancies taxes
or partnering with nonprofits.
Meanwhile, people like Shastri
and Shameka are doing their
best to hold onto jobs in Lam-
orinda with dreams of a stable
place in the community to lay
their heads each evening.

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Increase the sales price of your house
using the Compass Concierge Program!

Did you know?.... Compass will provide
funds at no interest for Improvements made
prior to sale.

Bfefor-e.... ':-

We will help you coordinate all of the work, choose finishes, and select
vendors as we prepare your house for the market.

We will also provide complimentary professional staging of the property
to help you achieve the highest possible sales value.

Give us a call if you would like to discuss how this great program works
and how we can make it all happen for you!

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247

LRil}
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Bookmark contest returns

to LLLC

The Friends of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
invite all Lafayette K-8 stu-
dents to create an original
bookmark illustrating a fa-
vorite book. Entry forms will
be distributed to Lafayette
public schools and St. Per-
petua School. Additional
forms will be available at the
Lafayette Library and the

Friend’s Corner Book Store.
The contest opens on Feb. 11
and all entries are due at the
Library by March 4. Winners
will be announced on April 27
at the Library and winning
bookmarks will be on display
at the Library and bookstore
as well as handed out to Li-
brary patrons.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETEE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

PREMIER LISTINGS
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Thinking of selling? We can help you!
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3230 Burton Court | Lafayette
Offered at $3,495,000

3 RE Baths

a 5 Beds

i 34esar ‘ & 75 Acres

529 Morecroft Road | Lafayette
Offered at $2,795,000

a 5 Beds ‘ 3.5 Baths

i 39sar ‘ Qo 64 Acres

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

COMPASS

real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
Cha jtion, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

CALL US FOR A HOME EVALUATION 925997.6808
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Top 1%

of Contra Costa
County Agents in 2021*

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com

MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

TERRI BATES WALKER

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

nome

I NC ORPIORATED

design/ build

— OF THE — |8

DUs, Outdoor Spaces,
and so much more.

EAST B WA Best Kltchen/Bath Remodeler

3368 Las Huertas Road | $3,999,000
This beautiful home represents the best of Lafayette living, and also
an attractive investment opportunity. The home, 3368 Las Huertas,
rests on .52 of an acre. The flat adjacent parcel (3364), .46 acres, will
be sold together with 3368. A gated driveway with a roundabout
separates the parcels. The residence has three bedrooms upstairs,

and one downstairs.

3368LasHuertas.com

Town’s Fiscal Year 2021-22 Mid-Year

Budget Report looks good

By Vera Kochan

The Mid-Year Budget Report
provides staff the opportu-
nity to assess the town’s rev-
enues and expenditures for
the first half of the 2021-22
Fiscal Year. Its purpose is to
identify major variances be-
tween actual transactions
and estimated budget
amounts.

Administrative Services
Director Annie To’s Feb. 9
town council presentation
outlined any significant in-
creases or decreases to the
Operating and Capital Im-
provement Budget.

Fund 101 - General Fund
saw an increase to the begin-
ning fund balance by
$138,032. There was an in-
crease to the General Fund
Revenue (property taxes and
assessments) of $150,000 due
to projected increases in real
estate valuation. Parks and
Recreation saw a small rev-
enue decrease of $28,630 due
to the lease agreement with
Wedgewood Weddings for
event operations at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores. A
Transfer In of $40,000 from
the American Rescue Plan
Act (Fund 102 -- ARPA) was
the result of a one-time pay-
ment to cover staff vacation

and administrative leave
payouts due to the pandemic.
In addition, the General
Fund saw an increase in ex-
penditures by $60,000 in the
Moraga Police Department
with regards to salaries and
overtime. Due to retirement
vacancies, the death of an of-
ficer and two injured offi-
cers, a number of shifts had
to be filled with remaining
officers in an overtime ca-
pacity. Also, MPD’s wholesale
gasoline contract with the
Acalanes Union High School
District was terminated re-
sulting in gas being pur-

chased at retail prices locally.

The remaining General
Fund expenditure adjust-
ment increase was $1,100 in
Parks and Rec due to the hir-
ing of a security guard to
monitor noise limits during
the 2021 rental season at the
Hacienda (that contract of
$11,000 offset the $9,900 de-
crease in costs).

Other funds adjustments
saw a Fund 100 revenue in-
crease of $2.25 million in
One-Time Developer Fees
(Palos Colorados Fund); Fund
102 — ARPA also saw a rev-
enue increase of $453,406 of
which $200,000 was trans-
ferred out for storm drain
repairs; Fund 205 — Gas Tax

had an increase in expendi-
tures of $331,068 which was
transferred out to Fund 700
for pavement resurfacing;
Fund 213 — Measure Krev-
enue increased $300,000
with an overall $600,000
fund transfer towards pave-
ment reconstruction; Fund
702 — 2013 Certificates of
Participation expenditures
increased $2,800; and Fund
720 — Public Safety Develop-
ment Impact Fee expenditure
increased $126,000 (this en-
tails a community surveil-
lance program, radio system
encryption, vehicle/equip-
ment purchase, and vehicle
fueling system for MPD and
Moraga-Orinda Fire District).

According to To’s staff
report, “The Town’s General
Fund Proposed Budget Ad-
justments for FY 2021/22
would result in an increase
to the projected year-end
fund balance from
$4,902,047 to $5,215,773 or
$313,726 which represents a
$138,032 adjustment to the
Beginning Balance based on
the FY 2020/21 Audited Com-
prehensive Financial Report
and $175,694 projected oper-
ating surplus. Overall, the
General Fund Reserve is pro-
jected to increase from 50.0%
to 52.0%.”

MPD’s Lt. Brian South moves on after
20 years of service to the town

drawn to service, helping
others and protecting the
vulnerable.”

Prior to his long tenure
with MPD, South worked a
year for the Probation De-

us and standing up to her
abuser.”

“Brian’s been an integral
part of this town,” stated
King. “Besides being a public
servant he's been president

Ann Newton Cane Jennie Swan Golden partment, but not as a police of Moraga Police Officers As-
415.999.0253 925.858.2856 Gate officer. When he leaves Mor- sociation, president of Mor-
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com j.swan@ggsir.com - aga his new employer willbe  aga Rotary, a volunteer for
Lic. #02084093 Lic.#0991109 Sotheby’s the State of California at the many causes, and overall, a

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

French Drains
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e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

Sump Pumps

Retaining Walls
Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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MPD’s Lt. Brian South
By Vera Kochan

To paraphrase from a 650-
year-old proverb, “All good
things must come to an end,”
the same can be held true
when referring to Moraga
Police Department Lt. Brian
South’s decision to leave af-
ter a 20-year career with the
town.

South’s history with
Moraga began well before
the police force, in that he’s a
hometown boy who attended
Joaquin Moraga Intermedi-
ate School and later gradu-
ated from Campolindo High
School. As a youngster, he al-
ways kept his eye on the
prize. “Ever since I was little,
all I ever wanted to do was
become a police officer,” he
recalled. “I have always been

Town Council:
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, March 1, 7 p.m.,

Commission on Peace Officer
Standards and Training
(POST). South’s new title will
be Law Enforcement Consul-
tant with a variety of duties
to perform. “POST sets hiring
and selection standards of
California law enforcement
and the mission is to contin-
ually enhance the profes-
sionalism of California law
enforcement in serving its
communities,” he explained.
“I am looking forward to
having the opportunity to
positively impact the profes-
sion of law enforcement
statewide in my new role.”

MPD Interim Chief Jon
King referred to South as a
“true professional and the
heart and soul of this depart-
ment for many years. He’s
served the town as a patrol
officer, detective, sergeant,
lieutenant, a mentor to other
officers, and my right hand
and partner.”

South has had his share
of disturbing experiences
while on the job. “I have had
a lot of interesting and chal-
lenging cases over the years,
but cases involving children
tend to be the ones that stick
with me,” he remembered.
“One in particular involved a
very vulnerable survivor,
and I have always admired
her courage in working with

good community person.”

The ever-humble South
is proudest of his opportu-
nity to have been a mentor to
other officers and youths
who are interested in law
enforcement careers. “I was
grateful to have had great
mentors,” South said.

When asked why he de-
cided to leave the town he
grew up in, South replied, “It
was a difficult decision, and I
will miss Moraga, but I am
looking forward to the op-
portunity to impact the pro-
fession of law enforcement
statewide in my new role.”

South’s legacy to the
town is that “hopefully, I
helped to contribute to the
safety and well-being of the
community. Moraga is a spe-
cial place and I will miss the
residents and the town staff
who make it such a great
place to live and work. I ap-
preciate being able to serve
the community and for all
the opportunities that were
provided to me over the last
20 years.”

“As an officer, he’s the
model of what we look for,”
remarked King. “He can ar-
rest the bad guys when he
needs to; and he’s a great
community liaison for the
department. We’re gonna
miss him.”

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, March 8, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Moraga Chamber of Commerce looks to revitalize the town’s
business climate

By Vera Kochan

Two years ago, COVID-19 and
its fallout, took a hard toll on
every community’s business
sector. Moraga was not im-
mune. The lack of new retail
offerings in town still reflects
the uneasy atmosphere in a
world of yo-yoing govern-
ment mandates and
regulations.

On the cusp of 2022, the
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce is hoping to get back
on track to pre-COVID times
by going full speed ahead
with a game plan to boost es-
tablished businesses and at-
tract new ones to the area.
Loss of business meant loss of
Chamber membership as
business owners needed to
prioritization expenses. With
that in mind, the Chamber
held workshops and took
meetings with local political
leaders to help its members
navigate the waters of uncer-
tainty and maintain a feeling
of connectivity.

Newly elected Chamber
President Gian (John) Panetta,
a financial service profes-
sional, has been a Chamber
member for nearly two years.
“I saw this as an opportunity
to give back and put my con-
tribution stamp on the town.”
He has also served on a state
government level by intern-
ing with Congressmen Mark
DeSaulnier and Eric Swalwell.

The Chamber conducted
a survey among its members
in order to get an idea of
Moraga’s current business
climate and concerns. “The
vast majority of survey re-
spondents were not aware of
federal funding nor were they
aware of the limitations of
how those funds can be
used,” Panetta stated. Others
did take advantage of various
relief programs.

A mere 20% said that they
suffered no negative impacts
from COVID; 64% incurred fi-
nancial loss; and 36% found it
difficult to hire or retain staff.
A majority of businesses lost
between 10-50% of annual
revenue, while 2% said they
lost 90-100%. At least 69% feel

they are still challenged due
to COVID. Almost all busi-
nesses would like to increase
benefits to staff; many feel
they could use a cash infusion
from $1,000-$60,000 with the
majority needing
$20,000-$40,000.

Other requests on the
survey include more public
events; help with business
marketing and networking
resources; technical seminars;
and assistance with applying
for aid.

The Chamber has a newly
designed, user-friendly web-
site (www.moragacham-
ber.org). “We would like to
see the Chamber page be-
come a significant resource
for businesses and the com-
munity,” said Panetta. “We
feel that a ‘Help Wanted’ and
well-managed ‘Calendar of
Events’ pages will help to
build that resource.”

It is hoped that before
long many Chamber-
sponsored events will once
again be held within town
limits. Business of the Year,
Job Fair/Summer Jobs Faire,
the golf tournament at Mor-
aga Country Club and Com-
munity Faire are on the list
once mandates allow.

The Chamber is also hop-
ing to continue its involve-
ment with Saint Mary’s Col-
lege by continuing the Small
Business Catalyst Program
among others.

On the horizon, to in-
crease patronage within
town, is a “Shop Local” bene-
fits program — considered a
win-win for shoppers and
shop-keepers. Moraga’s
chamber has contacted vari-
ous chamber organizations to
see how they have handled
this type of program for max-
imum results.

When asked whether the
Chamber can influence both
shopping center property
owners to revitalize the ap-
pearance of those areas,
Panetta replied, “The prop-
erty owners, of course, need
to operate within the reality
of their own economic cir-
cumstances, but I do believe
they value the input and en-
gagement of the Chamber in

helping make their centers
conducive to new business.”
The town itself is striving
to become more involved
with the local business cli-
mate. “The Moraga Chamber
of Commerce has made a re-
quest to the town of Moraga
during their goals setting
meeting for funds to support
local business and the Cham-
ber,” explained Panetta. “The
Chamber made a minimum
ask for what we hope will be
a substantial impact for our
community. We look forward
to the town’s response.”
Streamlining the conditional
use permit process and recent

new sign ordinances have
been a step in the right direc-
tion to make Moraga more
business friendly.

The Chamber is hoping
that local businesses who are
not members decide to be-
come one, given all of the
positive changes happening
going forward. Some of the
perks of membership include:
a liaison with the town coun-
cil and SMC; free educational
forums and workshops; net-
working with other busi-
nesses; marketing advantages
through the chamber’s online
presence; business promotion
from the chamber’s booth at

town events; participation in
Business of the Year award,;
and participation in all pro-
motion pieces.

The Chamber also wel-
comes new board members,
and anyone who would like to
fill out the still on-going sur-
vey can find the link on the
Chamber’s website. For addi-
tional information email:
MoragaChamber925@gmail.com
A new phone line is in the
works, and at this point in
time, Katie Bidstrup is cur-
rently serving as the Interim
Executive Director.

Tragic events unfold
over weekend in quiet
Moraga neighborhood

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Police Depart-
ment responded to a distur-
bance at 11:45 a.m. Feb. 12
on the 300 block of Birch-
wood Drive after neighbors
reported hearing a woman
screaming for help.

According to interim
MPD Chief Jon King, officers
had arrived to discover that a
man in his 50s had assaulted
his female neighbor with a
baseball bat by hitting her in
the head. Officers attempted
to speak with the man, but he
refused to comply, going in
and out of his house several
times; eventually staying in-
side. While the officers tried
to de-escalate the situation,
additional units from Orinda,
Lafayette, Walnut Creek
(with a K-9 unit), and a
trained negotiator from the
Contra Costa County Sheriff’s
Office arrived.

The Community Warning
System (CWS) issued a lock-
down alert for the area. Au-
thorities urged residents to
go inside and lock all doors
and windows as a safety pre-
caution. The alert was even-

tually lifted at 4 p.m.

“Officers attempted to
negotiate with the suspect by
calling him and through a PA
System,” explained King. “We
even had drones to observe
the residence.” The suspect,
at one point, opened the front
door holding a gun and tried
to shoot down the drone. He
also tried to fire a shot at the
officers, which wound up
lodged in the door. Officers
used “a less lethal weapon”
(bean bag bullets) to try and
stop him, in order to take him
into custody, with no luck.

The standoff continued
until 2:30 p.m. when the sus-
pect went into his backyard
and committed suicide using
an AR-15 style rifle. No one
else was home at the time of
the incident.

The suspect’s victim was
transported to John Muir
Medical Center in Walnut
Creek and was released later
that evening. “We’re very
thankful for the assistance
we received from our allied
agencies,” stated King. “We
did our best to resolve the
situation as quickly as
possible.”
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council

Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, March 1, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee Special Meeting

Monday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Orinda struggles to meet competing interests of
pedestrian safety and safe fire access

-':_:-_. i !'l'l_-;l.u _;‘i

Speed Cushions

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda was forced
to confront a dilemma at its
Feb. 1 city council meeting,
when Moraga-Orinda Fire
District chief Dave Win-
nacker told the council that
he had not received sufficient
information to approve the
installation of speed cushions
on Dalewood Drive. The fire
chief has said that he could
approve the projects if the
community would agree to
offset the speed cushions by
20 feet on either side of the
road. However, Orinda’s
Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee opposed that idea,
fearing it would lead to vehi-
cles swerving from one side
of the road to the other to
avoid the speed cushions.

Under consideration was
whether or not the city
should appeal the denial of
approval to the MOFD. The
proposal for traffic calming
on Dalewood Drive has been
in progress for more than
three years.

In the staff report, acting
Public Works Director Scott
Christie said that the MOFD
has not objected to speed
cushions in the past. TSAC
had unanimously recom-

"

Courtesy Staff Report

mended that the city council
direct staff to appeal the
MOEFD’s rejection of speed
cushions without a 20-foot
offset. Other alternatives sug-
gested were to accept the
MOFD revision and move
forward with installing the
speed cushions with an offset
of at least 20 feet or to advise
TSAC that alternate traffic
control measures should be
considered for the location.

In public comments,
TSAC chair Travis Miller said
he was fully supportive of an
appeal. “The process has
been long and arduous,” he
said, and is not a technical
issue.

Dana Wentworth spoke
about working on speed
cushions on Sleepy Hollow.
“We want to put traffic calm-
ing measures in our neigh-
borhood. There are 100
pedestrians getting out of
school from November to
May,” she said, adding, “If
you decide not to install
speed cushions, you might as
well dissolve TSAC.”

Brandon Hedu, a new
member of TSAC, recom-
mended appealing the MOFD
decision. “We shouldn’t allow
MOFD to trump a well
thought out decision,” he
said. In his opinion, speed

cushions are more important
now than ever because a lot
of people are working from
home, which means more
pedestrians are out on the
streets.

During council discus-
sion, Council Member Nick
Kosla, while agreeing with
comments from Council
Member Amy Worth about
the need for better pedestrian
and bike access, concluded
that if the city chose to appeal
the fire chief’s decision, they
would lose.

Christy told the council
that in the past the city has
not submitted a formal docu-
ment. Winnacker submitted
both written correspondence
in advance of the meeting
and attended the meeting to
explain his position, which
was that the data required by
the city itself was not pre-
sented to him, leaving him
without a basis to approve
the installation. Winnacker
said, “Approving an obstruc-
tion of the sole evacuation
route from a wildland urban
interface fire area requires
particular diligence in order
to provide for public safety.”
He also debunked the notion
that fire vehicles could use
nearby private roads. They
cannot, he said.

Worth opined that there
has been a “huge national ef-
fort for pedestrians and bik-
ing. We have to provide for
traffic calming in a big way.”
She suggested that, rather
than pursuing a formal ap-
peal, the city “find a way to
figure out how to adjust or
amend our policies to take
what we have and put it to-
gether in a form that meets
the needs of MOFD.”

Kosla agreed. “Why not
go with the practical ap-
proach and provide the chief
with information to convince
him that the neighborhood
will be safe?” he suggested.

Council Member Darlene Gee
agreed with her colleagues.
“We have demonstrated to
chief Winnacker how deeply
we care about fire safety,”
she noted, but added that “to
hire a consultant to provide
the quantitative study the
chief is asking for would be
an extraordinary waste of
money. We don’t have the
money to conduct a study
that would not provide the
required numbers.”

Although Winnacker
pointed out that he was just
asking for things explicitly
provided for in the city’s own
policy, Worth said that things
had changed and that the
policy needs to be reexam-
ined. “We’ve got to do every-
thing we can,” she said, “to
slow down traffic, particu-
larly where people are
walking.”

Vice Mayor Inga Miller
spoke about the uptick in
speeding traffic during the
pandemic, coupled with more
people wanting to get out and
walk. “Thatis a terrible
combination,” she concluded.
Mayor Dennis Fay agreed that
the policy needs to be re-
viewed. “This is a compli-
cated balancing act of safety
concerns,” he said. He does
not believe that a full-blown
traffic study is required on
any residential road.

In the end, the council
decided not to formally ap-
peal the MOFD’s decision yet,
but to have staff put together
a document explaining the
city’s decision that speed
cushions are the right choice
for Dalewood Drive. Win-
nacker agreed that the MOFD
could be flexible about the
time limits for appeal in or-
der to allow the city to submit
its documentation. That ap-
proach received unanimous
approval from the council.

Lamorinda in great shape to meet new recycling law

... continued from Page A1l

This will include residential
bins, but citations and fines
for non-compliance will be
limited to commercial bins.
Businesses are divided into
two tiers. In Orinda, there
are only two Tier One busi-
nesses, Republic of Cake (be-
cause they sell product
wholesale) and Safeway,
which is already largely do-
ing what is required. Tier
Two includes the country
club and schools, and they
will be required to partici-

pate in food recovery. This
work is already underway
with White Pony Express,
The Muffin People and the
Recycle Smart Food Recovery
Program. Through White
Pony Express and The Muffin
People, edible food is being
collected in Lamorinda and
elsewhere and distributed to
different nonprofits in Oak-
land via a safe and consistent
delivery system, according to
Silver.

Additional requirements
of the new law for busi-
nesses, including the city

JILL BALAZS

BROKER ASSOCIATE
925.804.0200
jill@dudum.com

DRE# 02038791

SOLD OFF MARKET

REPRESENTED HAPPY BUYERS!

461 WOODMINSTER
MORAGA

With limited inventory of available
houses in our area, having a
professional REALTOR® with

connections and know-how is
the key to getting into the
home of your dreams.

| have more Moraga buyers!
Call me today if you're thinking
about making a change.
It is an AMAZING time to sell a home!

JILL BALAZS

REAL ESTATE

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

TAMPLERN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

government, include assur-
ing that paper purchases
have recycled content.
Orinda is participating, and
will save about $55,000, Sil-
ver said. She also said that
there will not be fines for
residents, only for
businesses.

Council Member Inga
Miller, who also serves on
the Central Contra Costa
Solid Waste Authority along
with Council Member Amy
Worth, asked Silver where
the money will come from
for the new initiatives. Silver
responded that through their
rates they already have the
infrastructure in place.
Eighty percent of the new re-
quirements are around food
recovery, and they received a
grant to help White Pony Ex-
press expand its services and
a block grant in the last state
budget of around $250,000
for the next two years. After
that, funding will be through
rates.

Worth talked about how
interested high school stu-
dents are in the environ-
ment, including the reduc-
tion of methane gas. She
noted that clean, unused
food from restaurants is used
by the East Bay Municipal
Water District, which con-
verts it to energy to power its
filter plant and sewage treat-

ment.

Council Member Darlene
Gee inquired about the pro-
gram under which residents
can get compost from Re-
public Services. Silver con-
firmed that the program is
still active and she would like
to increase the program.
Manager of Recycle Smart’s
composting program, Ashley
Louisiana, confirmed after
the meeting that there is an
annual compost giveaway
coordinated with Republic
Services. There is a one-day
event in the Lamorinda area
(last year in Lafayette) and a
one-day event in the
Danville/Walnut Creek area.
“I try to host the event in
May each year for Interna-
tional Compost Awareness
Week,” Louisiana added.

In public comments,
Charles Porges said that he
has been composting his own
yard waste for 40 to 50 years,
and asked if there is a dis-
count available for doing so.
Silver replied that indeed,
home composters are eligible
for a discount, and the infor-
mation is available on the
Recycle Smart website. Jules
Forgarty commented that “if
food waste were a country, it
would be the third largest
emitter of greenhouse gasses
after U.S. and China.”

White Pony Express introduces new

app to make food donation easier

White Pony Express has a new tool in its mission to end
hunger in Contra Costa County: a new app. Restaurants and
caterers can download the app and sign up to be a “food
rescue hero.” Once the food safety training has been
completed, the restaurant or caterer can claim a food run
via the app. No long-term commitment is needed. In as
little as an hour, surplus food can be picked up for delivery
to neighbors in need, according to the nonprofit: "Food
rescue pickups can be set up on a regular schedule or just as
a one-time event. Food rescue prevents healthy, fresh food
from being wasted by delivering it to those who can use it."

White Pony Express was founded by Dr. Carol Weyland
Conner in September 2013 on the simple idea that
supermarkets had excess food that was being thrown out
while people who couldn't afford food were going hungry. In
addition to the app, restaurants and catering company can
set up regular or one-time food rescue pickups by contacting
Pete Olsen at peterolsen@whiteponyexpress.org.

—S. O’Doherty
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Police chief updates city council on police services in the city

By Sora O'Doherty

In response to public com-
ments about the level of crime
being experienced by resi-
dents of the Ivy Drive neigh-
borhood, Orinda Police Chief
Ryan Sullivan addressed the
Orinda City Council on Feb. 1
on the state of law enforce-
ment in the city. Chief Sullivan
stressed that Orinda continues
to be an extremely safe city,
and that recent residential
burglaries are currently being
investigated. “Due to the ac-
tive investigation,” he said,
“nothing can be announced
regarding leads and suspects.”

As far as the number of
crimes reported in the Ivy
Drive neighborhood, Sullivan
wanted to clarify that, al-
though reported by residents
at an earlier council meeting,
there have not been any home
invasion crimes in the area,
but there have been burglar-
ies. The difference is that the
term “home invasion” is nor-
mally used when the residents
are at home and the crime
connotes an element of fear or
force. None of the Ivy Drive
neighborhood residents were
at home when their homes
were entered.

The chief did take the time
to review how the OPD oper-
ates and current staffing
issues.

Updating the community
on OPD initiatives, Sullivan
said they are working on a
safer community, with more
transparency and enhanced
use of technology, as well as
more robust resources, most of
which come from the county.

The chief spoke about the
use of automatic license plate
reader cameras (ALPR). One of
the two sets of ALPRs are Vigi-
lant stationary cameras, two of
which are mounted on a vehi-
cle to capture actions in front
of and behind the vehicle. The
city also owns several Flock
cameras while others are
owned by homeowners’ asso-
ciations, which agree to give
the police access to the cam-
eras. Sullivan asked that any
neighborhood interested in
obtaining Flock cameras con-
tact OPD as well as the
company.

A new OPD officer has re-
cently been trained to work
with Neighborhood Watch
groups in the city. Sullivan
clarified that these groups are
not vigilantes, but citizens
trained to recognize and re-

port suspicious activity.
Neighborhood Watch groups
also implement crime preven-
tion techniques, such as home
security and Operation Identi-
fication, which engraves dri-
ver’s license numbers or other
ID numbers onto valuable
items. Additionally, residents
should make sure their vehi-
cles are locked and should let
a neighbor know if they are
going to be out of town. Sulli-
van said that the new officer is
extremely passionate about
the program. Interested per-
sons should contact either the
administrative assistant or
dispatch, and say they are in-
terested in Neighborhood
Watch.

Sullivan also addressed an
issue that has been a cause of
community concern: the inter-
face between police officers
and people with mental health
issues. The city and the county
have been working on better
paring of mental health ser-
vices with policing. Efforts in-
clude pairing the Mental
Health Evaluation Team with
law enforcement departments
and with the County Behav-
ioral Health Services to ad-
dress critical mental health
needs of community members.

Goals include reducing law
enforcement repeat calls for
service with individuals with
mental illness; reducing vio-
lent encounters between law
enforcement and citizens with
mental illness; reducing visits
to Psychiatric Emergency Ser-
vices; increasing safety for po-
lice, community, consumers,
and family; increased utiliza-
tion of outpatient mental
health services; and providing
education to families and the
community.

Currently a mobile crisis
response team consisting of a
deputy sheriff and a mental
health evaluation team works
Mondays through Thursdays
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to pro-
vide same-day intervention for
adults who are experiencing a
mental health crisis. This unit
will visit clients and their fam-
ilies to prevent acute psychi-
atric crises from becoming
emergencies that required law
enforcement involvement or
involuntary hospitalization.
The goal is to de-escalate the
crises and safely connect
clients with care and mental
health resources. When neces-
sary, law enforcement will be
requested to respond for
assistance.

A new county initiative,
the A3 Community Crisis Ini-
tiative for Anyone, Anywhere,
Anytime, is intended to facili-
tate a better, safer way to re-
spond to individuals experi-
encing behavioral health
crises and reduce need for po-
lice intervention. The county
will hire and train staff for re-
gional crisis response teams
and a call center hub to pro-
vide scalable, 24/7 service to
meet the needs of community
members, from non-urgent
wellness responses to people
experiencing acute mental
health crises. This initiative
includes the launch of the
Miles Hall Crisis Call Center.
The county has allocated Mea-
sure X funds - $5 million in
one-time funds dedicated to
infrastructure and $20 million
in ongoing funds to support
the overall staff.

In conclusion on crime
prevention, Sullivan noted that
officers cannot be everywhere
at once.

“If you see something sus-
picious, call law enforcement,”
he said. Either call 911 or call
non-emergency dispatch, (925)
646-2441.

Superior Court
upholds Orinda’s
approval of
memory care
facility at 1
Wilder Road

By Sora O’Doherty

Judge Edward Weil of the Con-
tra Costa Superior Court on Feb.
10 issued a 35-page judgment
upholding the decision to the
city of Orinda to approve a
memory care facility to be con-
structed at 1 Wilder Road, a
piece of property between
Highway 24 and the Wilder
housing development. The
matter had been argued before
the court on Feb. 2, at which
time the judge took the matter
under submission. In its order
after hear, the court directed
the city to prepare a judgment
denying the petition for writ of
mandate that was filed by
Wilder Owners’ Association
(WOA). The court also granted
petitioners’ motion to augment
the administrative record,
which signals the intent of the
WOA to proceed with a further
appeal.

The court found against the
WOA on all the points argued.
The court found that Orinda’s
general plan and municipal
code do not preclude private,
for-profit ownership of land
uses in districts zoned for public
and semipublic land use. The
court also found that the project
satisfies the definition and re-
quirements for a congregate
care facility under Orinda’s
code. A particular objection of
the WOA was the inclusion of
small kitchens in each unit that
will not be accessible to the res-
ident, but only to staff or guests.
The court noted that “The defi-
nition of congregate care facility
only requires that the physical
elements of the small individual
dwelling units ‘allow for inde-
pendent living,” not that the res-
idents actually live indepen-
dently or actually use the physi-
cal elements provided that al-
low for independent living in
their units.”

Fabulous New Orinda Listin

— i il l.-

5 LANORIA, ORINDA

4 Beds ® 3 Full Baths ® 1HalfBath ® 3,665 Sq. Ft.

Located in the Prime Orinda
Country Club neighborhood
this beautiful home has been
completely remodeled with a
sensitive eye to its roots in the
unique Mid-Century Modern
design. The residence is quiet,
private and peaceful yet very
close to downtown Orinda and
features beautiful views of the
Orinda Country Club and the
Western Tilden Park Range. The
home has a fabulous South
Western Exposure and on .71
of an acre is a gentle terraced
down-slope with a flat lawn
area, child’s play structure

and play house as well as a
community mini sports court
off the lower cul-de-sac.

Offered at $2,995,000 ® 5LaNoria.com

LLaura Abrams

laura@lauraabrams.com

510.697.3225
DRE # 01272382

Top 25 Coldwell Banker Bay Area
International Presidents Premier

5 Moraga Way, Orinda CA.
www.lauraabrams.com

407 ELTOYONAL, ORINDA

2 Beds ® 2Full Baths ® 1,353 Sq. Ft.

Offered at $1,045,000 ® 407EIToyonal.com

Celebrating 22 Years With Coldwell Banker Orinda
ATrusted Partnership Local Expertise with Global

Connections

COLDWELL BANKER

The “Garden Cottage”is one
of the most adorable homes
on the El Toyonal Hill. Right

| over the hill from Tilden Park.
. This expanded cottage is very
private and located next to a
seasonal creek that triples the
charm of the home. The
residence features a wonderful
stone fireplace that is the cen-
terpiece of the Redwood pan-
elled living room. The rooms
are beautifully scenic with
large windows framing the
natural green space surround-
ing the home. This property

is one of the few homes that
adjoin currently vacant open
space. So private and
peaceful!
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Rescue One Foundation a vital provider of cutting-edge

equipment to fire district

By Lou Fancher

Moraga’s Rescue One Founda-
tion might be one of the best-
kept secrets in Lamorinda.
Board President Maridel Moul-
ton says more than once people
have asked if the organization
she works with is part of Tony
LaRussa's ARF (Animal Rescue
Foundation).

R1F is a citizen-developed
nonprofit whose mission since
it’s founding in 1977 has been
to fund and purchase vital
medical and safety equipment,
supplies, and first responders’
educational services for the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District.
The small, all-volunteer group
does not supply the emergency
fire and paramedic depart-
ments with big equipment such

as fire trucks, but instead pours
its resources into ambulance
improvements, drones, cutting
edge weather data technology,
portable command system
hardware, CPR devices, decon-
tamination systems and similar
items.

“We do no actual fundrais-
ing,” says Moulton. “All of the
donations come from citizens
who are thrilled and want to be
supportive of our fire
department.”

Prior to R1F’s formation,
Moraga in particular was iso-
lated from the ambulance ser-
vices of Contra Costa County.
Residents requiring an ambu-
lance often had to use a private
company for service and delays
of up to an hour were not un-
common, according to R1F’s
historical fact gathering. De-

GRAND OPENING LAND SALE!
Sat & Sun, Feb 12 2 13

Gorgeous 1+ Acre Homesites

15 Minutes to San Antonio, TK

+ Highest Elevation - Spectacular Views « Big Oaks

* EXCELLENT FINANCING %

=

866-999-8966 x896 | BelleOaksTK.com

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, March 8, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

spite adequate Emergency
Medical Team members to pro-
vide on-site medical services,
delays in emergency trans-
portation to medical facilities
was inadequate or even
life-threatening.

The Moraga Service
League, a group active even
before the formation of R1F,
bought a van and refitted it to
be an ambulance. Moulton
says, “People went door to door
to collect money.” The R1F
website fills out the history: “At
the same time the Fire Chief,
Don Skinner and his staff were
in communication with the
State of California Health Ser-
vices, County Medical Office,
and John Muir Hospital with
the goal of obtaining the am-
bulance contract for the Dis-
trict. This was the start of com-
munity efforts to begin the
MEFPD Rescue Service and was
the forerunner of today’s
Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s
paramedic ambulance service.”

Moulton says citizen ac-
tivists have continued the early
groundwork laid by the Moraga
Service League. “We always
have invested in cutting-edge
equipment,” she said. “It began
with the concept that we
wanted this to be local. We now
ask the fire chief to come to us
- ot for big ticket equipment
like trucks and ambulances,
but for state-of-the-art equip-
ment and technology. For ex-
ample, we were one of the first
fire departments to have a
drone.”

In addition to the DJI In-
spire v2 Drone that monitors
fire conditions and fuel loads
in remote areas and is capable
of providing low-cost assistance
in search-and-rescue opera-
tions, R1F has funded the Re-
mote Automatic Weather Sta-
tion (RAWS). Developed by For-
est Technology Systems, the
RAWS tracks real time wind,
humidity, moisture content,
and other data used by fire
managers to predict fire be-
havior.

“The RAWS expands the
window in which we can con-
duct prescribed burns for the

!

purpose of fuel mitigation and
firefighter training,” MOFD
Fire Chief Dave Winnacker
said. “Having this tool and its
ability to directly report real
time local weather conditions
to the BAAQMD has resulted in
a significant increase in the
number of days we have been
able to use fire as a training
and fire risk reduction tool.”

Other acquisitions include
the Aeroclave Decontamination
System and the Kubota RTV
with Skid Pump. “The Aero-
Clave has been critical in both
the efficiency and efficacy of
our expanded decontamination
efforts,” Winnacker said. “This
nets two benefits by reducing
the potential for disease trans-
mission while returning units
to an in-service status more
rapidly. Given the small size of
our system and increased de-
mands for pre-hospital care
and transport, both have been
critical to the maintenance of
our service delivery. The Kub-
ota not only increases access to
remote areas, but it has facili-
tated our use of prescribed fire
by reducing the staffing re-
quired to move firefighting
equipment over rugged
terrain.”

Moulton, asked about the
Aeroclave, says, “When they
were transporting patients
with COVID, they had to make
sure the firefighters didn’t get
ill. The inside of an ambulance
is stuffed with nooks and cran-
nies. They were cleaning all of
those surfaces with Clorox

L
MOFD's Stryker Emergency Patient Transpo
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wipes between each run. It was
very difficult and time
consuming.”

R1F also supplied funds for
the district’s Stryker Emer-
gency Patient Transport. The
Stryker battery powered gur-
neys allow paramedics to use a
hydraulic system to raise and
lower gurneys with a simple
press of a button. A retractable
head section allows for maneu-
verability in tight spaces com-
mon to homes and ambulances.

Moulton says the founda-
tion relies on Chief Winnacker
and other firefighting and res-
cue experts to recommend
equipment and services needed
to bolster their capabilities.
“We don’t try to do their job.
They know their business. We
are completely separate from
MOFD, but we’re responsive to
their needs,” she says.

Winnacker says the com-
munity support the MOFD en-
joys is nothing short of re-
markable and “one of the true
joys of being a member of the
fire district.” Embodied in the
volunteers who make up the
R1F, he feels an obligation to
return the commitment. “We
strive to live up to these expec-
tations and are deeply appre-
ciative of the generations of
residents and firefighters who
worked so hard to make this a
reality.”

For more information
about the Rescue One Founda-
tion, visit its new website at
www.rescuelfoundation.org/.

California insurance commissioner
provides assistance for consumers

By Sora O’Doherty

The California Department of
Insurance released two new
features to its website to better
serve its customers, including
Lamorinda residents. Accord-
ing to Orinda City Manager
David Biggs, who highlighted
the new services in a recent
Orinda Outlook, the
Home/Residential Insurance
Shop Around Webpage show-

cases insurance companies
currently offering discounts
for home hardening.

Under “consumer re-
sources,” you can find out if
you own a home in an area
under the mandatory one-year
moratorium, along with his-
torical information about the
moratoriums. (At this time,
there are no moratoriums af-
fecting Lamorinda.) The In-
surance commissioner’s web-

site also includes information
about many different kinds of
insurance, from home-
owner/residential to automo-
bile to medical and workers’
compensation. The current in-
surance commissioner, Ri-
cardo Lara, is California’s
eighth insurance commis-
sioner since Californians voted
to create the elected position
in 1988.

For more information, and to look into these resources visit: www.insurance.ca.gov
Comparison information on residential insurance link:
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/5-residential/index.cfm
Insurance moratorium information link:
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/140-catastrophes/wildfirenonrenewalinfo.cfm

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Jan. 23 - Feb. 5

Alarms 32
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 20
Traffic 117
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subject 12
Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen 30

Patrol Req./Security Check 27
Public/School Assembly Check 40

Supplemental Report 31
Vacation House Check 4
Welfare Check 18
Ordinance Violation 2

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
800 Block Rosedale Ave.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
20 Block Lafayette Cir.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
10 Block Olde Creek Pl
3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.
500 Block St. Mary's Rd. (2)
Dui Misd
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Topinera Ln./Withers Ave.
Reckless Driving
El Nido Ranch Rd./Wb Sr 24
Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.
Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24
Tc - Property Damage
Silverwood Dr./Knox Dr.
School St./Moraga Rd.
Police Department
Moraga Rd./School St.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Carol Ln.
Vehicle Theft
900 Block Reliez Station Ln.
800 Block Rosedale Ave.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud
600 Block Doreen Way
Fraud Credit Card
300 Block Castello Rd.
900 Block Janet Ln.
1000 Block Carol Ln.
Fraud False Pretenses
Police Department (2)
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Walnut St.
3700 Block Highland Rd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts
900 Block Acalanes Rd.
2Nd St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
10 Block Olympic Oaks Dr.
Police Department
1500 Block El Sombra

800 Block Reliez Station Rd.
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

4200 Block El Nido Ranch Rd. (2)

1400 Block Meadowlark Ct.

1300 Block Summit Rd.
Petty Theft From Veh

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Petty Theft Veh Parts

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.

3200 Block Stanley Blvd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.
Loud Noise

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Party

1100 Block Vacation Dr. (2)

3100 Block Somerset Dr. (2)

700 Block Los Palos Mnr
Public Nuisance

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Laurel Dr.
Other
Animal Cruelty

Springhill Rd./Briones To Mt.
Diablo Regional Trail
Brandishing Weapon

1St St./Eb Sr 24
Disturbance-fight

Condit Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
H&S Violation

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Illegal Entry

1300 Block Summit Rd.
Threats

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.
Trespass

3600 Block Deer Hill Rd.

1100 Block Via Media
Trespass W/ Vehicle

1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

4000 Block Mario Way

Unwanted Guest
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order
1800 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Jan. 25 - Feb. 6
Alarms 17
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 40

Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 7
Service to Citizen 27
Patrol Req./Security Check 26
Supplemental Report 3
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 1
Public/School Assembly Check 8
Ordinance Violation 0

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
Not Available (5)
Dui Misd
Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./Devin Dr.
Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
1800 Block Camino Pablo
St. Andrews Dr./Augusta Dr.
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (2)
Moraga Way/Moraga Valley Ln.
Moraga Blvd./Moraga Rd., Laf
Moraga Way/Coral Dr., Ori
St. Andrews Dr./Country Club Dr.
Reckless Driving
Moraga Way/Valley View Dr., Ori
Moraga Rd./St. Marys Rd.
Tc - Property Damage
St. Marys Rd./St. Marys College
Vehicle Theft
Not Available

700 Block Augusta Dr.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

500 Block Center St.

Grand Theft

700 Block Augusta Dr.
Identity Theft

800 Block Augusta Dr.
Panhandling

Safeway
Petty Theft

1800 Block Ascot Dr.

1900 Block Ascot Dr.

Safeway
Petty Theft From Veh

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Petty Theft Veh Parts

80 Block Miramonte Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Rheem Blvd./Fernwood Dr.
Disturbing The Peace

100 Block Oxford Dr.

Loud Music

Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Loud Noise

1400 Block Camino Peral

Post Office
Vandalism

10 Block Lisa Ln.

Other
Harassment

Safeway
Mentally Il Commit

Campolindo High School
Simple Assault

Police Department
Violation Custody Order

2100 Block Donald Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report will be back soon
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Staffing shortages, COVID restrictions challenge coffee houses,
other businesses

The pandemic has affected
businesses in many ways, like
shortened hours recently an-
nounced at Moraga Hardware
& Lumber and Across the
Way to due to severe staffing
shortages and ongoing health
and safety concerns — and our
local coffee shops are no ex-
ception. There was a recent
stir on social media about
limited hours for the Moraga
Starbucks coffee shop as well
as it being closed for a few
weeks in January. According
to Shift Manager Maricella
Quintero, Starbucks has strict
pandemic protocols to protect
staff and clients. Every day,
employees must have their
temperature checked, fill out
a COVID questionnaire and

have signature confirmation
by themselves and their man-
ager to screen out people who
might have COVID-19 before
they can start their shift.
Twice this past January the
location had to shut down for
the county’s required 10 days
because of potential COVID-19
exposure.

As staff slowly returned
based on their timeline for
exposure, the coffee shop had
limited hours — sometimes
closing as early as 1 p.m. “In
this situation Starbucks feels
bad they can’t provide the
customer service they want to
but we want to make sure
people stay safe in the com-
munity. It may be hard for
customers to understand we
are doing this for their
health,” Quintero said. “We

Photo J. Wake
Papillon in Lafayette's La Fiesta Square has weathered the pandemic with small adjustments.

By M.D. Jones

have had to adjust in the mo-
ment. If 2 to 3 people show
up with symptoms that’s half
our staff and so we would
have to do things like close
the café for walk-ins and only
service the drive thru.” Mak-
ing things more difficult dur-
ing the virus surge “some
people will not wear a mask
at the drive thru which makes
it hard for us to mitigate the
risk of our employees picking
up the virus,” Quintero said.
“Fortunately, we can handle
things better because we are
corporate and can have em-
ployees cover from other
stores versus a mom and pop
who might not be able to have
extra coverage that Starbucks
has as a company.”

Across town at Si Si Caffé
in Moraga, owner Cathy Corsi

noticed that business went up
about 20% while Starbucks
was closed. “We knew they
were Starbucks customers by
the way they ordered their
drinks. They’d say T'd like a
grande such and such,” said
Corsi. Because of COVID, Si Si
has had to close the inside of
their café to the public but
was lucky enough to have
windows that open outside to
the front of the café where
drinks and food continue to
be ordered and served. In the
back of the café is an outdoor
seating area which was also
able to remain open through
the pandemic.

When asked about recent
inflation as the pandemic
subsides, Corsi stated that the
costs of supplies are up a
good 15-20% overall but “we
try to be sensitive to our cus-
tomers and keep our costs the
same or go up in small incre-
ments if we have to.” As far
as having the staff needed to
run the cafe, Corsi stated,
“Luckily we’re a family run
business so we didn’t need to
rely as much on outside help.
We also have Saint Mary’s
students working for us.
We’re fortunate that Si Si’s
Caffé has had such a loyal fol-
lowing, like kids from JM who
use the Si Si’s gift cards and
hang out in the back.”

Local Lafayette café Pa-
pillon was also able to stay

open through COVID. Owners
Sam and Betty Sukh did not
notice a huge difference in
traffic during the pandemic
and couldn’t shut down be-
cause “Lafayette rent is super
high.” Even so, they had to
limit hours to between 6 a.m.
and 1 p.m. for about six
months during the pandemic
because of difficulty finding
employees. They are now
back to being open 6 a.m. to 4
p-m. on weekdays and 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on weekends.

“The biggest change we
have seen is the cost of our
supplies,” Sam Sukh said.
“Some supplies have gone up
about 50%. Boxes of 1,000
coffee cups used to be $50 but
now they are $75 to $80. It’s
double now for plastic cups.
Suppliers have said prices
will come down but I don’t
see when that will happen.
Sixteen-ounce coffee cups are
almost impossible to find in
the Bay Area. Still, we don’t
increase our prices until we
absolutely have to and are
waiting another month or two
before we reevaluate our
menu prices.”

Even with the higher cost
of running the business,
things are looking better. Ac-
cording to Sukh, Papillon has
recently hired a new person
and is getting ready to hire
one to two more employees
by summer.

Lions and Leos donate $4K to fire victims

£

Photo provided

Lion Karen Kalvass delivers crab dinners and door prizes.

Submitted by Robert
Murtagh

The Moraga Lions Club and
Campolindo High School Leo
Club hosted the 40th Annual

Crab Feed Jan. 22 at the Holy
Trinity Serbian Church in
Moraga. Due to COVID re-
strictions the event was drive-
thru and traditional activities,
such as auctions and raffles,
were canceled.

A total of 320 crab dinners
were prepared and delivered
to cars as they arrived in the
parking lot. In addition, each
car was presented a door prize
and asked to make a donation
to help 2021 California fire
victims. The Lions Club of-
fered to match all donations
and all Lions clubs are re-
quired to donate 100% of all
donations to charity. Crab
Feed customers donated al-
most $2,000 in cash and
checks and Moraga Lions will
send a check for $4,000 to the
California Lions Foundation
with instructions to distribute
the funds to fire victims.

For more information
about the Lions Club, Leo Club
or making a donation to the
California Fire Victims contact
Lion Ray Casabonne,
rpcasa94@gmail.com

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration returns to SMC

Photo provided
Dancers from the Rohan Murphy Irish Dance Academy

Submitted by

Millicent McCormack After having to cancel last

year’s event due to the pan-
demic, the Saint Mary's Col-
lege Guild will be hosting its
St. Patrick's Day Celebration
Fundraiser benefitting its Stu-
dent Scholarship Fund from 5
to 9 p.m. Saturday, March 12
at Saint Mary's College Soda
Center. The popular annual
event will feature The Frank
O'Connor Band and the Rohan
Murphy Irish Dance Academy
as well as a delicious

Irish dinner (or pasta) plus
raffle baskets filled with ex-
citing Irish treasures.

Masks and proof of vacci-
nation and booster will be
necessary for admittance.
Tickets are $60 per person
(includes wine at dinner).
Make checks payable to: St.
Mary's College Guild. Provide
your name, guests’ names,
number of guests in your
party and a telephone num-
ber and mail with the check
by March 5 to Donna Jolly-
mour, 387 Calle la Montana,
Moraga, CA 94556. Contact
Jollymour with any questions
at (925) 299-1651.

Community Service: weare pleased to make space available whenever possible for some
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their
activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Ser-

vice to the Community.
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Al IMACTHOTY
Charlotte Angela Pagani

Nov. 18, 1934 — Jan. 24, 2022

sisters, Marie Meursinge and Norma Amantite. After Marguerite
passed when Charlotte was 6, her Aunt Olive and Uncle Lou Pagani
helped raise the girls as they worked incredibly hard on the ranch
and family winery, alongside their uncle and father. With her large
green eyes, she was given the lifelong nickname, “Googie.”

Smart and athletic, Char attended Dunbar Elementary,
Sonoma Valley High School ’52, and UC Berkeley *57 earning
a BA in Social Welfare. The bonds she forged with her Sonoma

harlotte passed away

peacefully in her
sleep, following her battle
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Charlotte was born
to Charles and Marguerite
Pagani. She was the
middle child, and grew up
a farmgirl on Sonoma’s
now historic Pagani
Ranch. Throughout her
life she was close to her

friends and college roommates were lifelong and as close as family.
Very involved in school activities and community volunteering, she
applied her strong work ethic to a 34-year career in Social Work for
Alameda County. Char was close to her co-workers in Oakland as
she caringly handled difficult cases, during turbulent times.

Charlotte married Samuel George Savinovich (1932-2002)
of Pittsburg, Calif., on Nov. 25, 1961. They moved to Lafayette,
Calif., where Charlotte resided for over 50 years. Charlotte is
survived by her sons, Samuel and Michael, her grandchildren
Alyssa, Mathew, Grace, Luke and Elisha, Sam’s wife Lisa, and
her sister Norma. Char is also survived by many beloved nieces,
nephews, godchildren and very close friends. Charlotte’s joyous
caring nature, her generosity, her thunderous laugh, and her
legendary cioppino will be missed and forever remembered. “Ciao
Googie, Arrivederci!”

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Alzheimer’s
Association on behalf of Char. A private family funeral service was
held at Holy Cross Cemetery.
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Building
Foundations

Tt

UNDEHPINNING

RENERLL CONTRACTAN NIC. BETEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

T "IF o Lifting
* Leveling
* Stabilizing

WENERQL CENTRACTER

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than45 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
I Bonded & Insured "

Lic.#C10-631523
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Professional Installation of:

* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remaqdel

* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical ServiceW\/
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation
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April Matthews

925.200.0773
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The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!

*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers

Now

is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my

*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise
*Winning Strategies and Guidance

*No Obligation Estimate of Value

1.april. matthews@gmail.com

ELUXURY
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DRE# 01221153

Contra Costa County joins all other Bay
Area counties in lifting mask mandate

By Sora O'Doherty

Vaccinated individuals over
the age of 2 will no longer be
required to wear masks in
most indoor public settings as
of Wednesday, Feb. 16, al-
though masks continue to be
strongly recommended. Ac-
cording to Supervisor Can-
dace Andersen, “Businesses,
venue operators, and hosts
may determine their own
paths forward to protect staff
and patrons and may choose

bigstock images

to require all patrons to wear
masks.” Unvaccinated indi-
viduals over age 2 will con-
tinue to be required to wear
masks in all indoor public
settings. The new rules apply
in 11 Bay Area counties, in-
cluding Contra Costa,
Alameda, Napa, Solano, San
Francisco, and the city of
Berkeley.

Indoor masking is still
required by the state for
everyone, regardless of vac-
cination status, in public

transportation; health care
settings; congregate settings
like correctional facilities and
homeless shelters; long-term
care facilities; and in K-12
schools and childcare
settings.

The change adopted by
the counties aligns with the
California Department of
Public Health’s decision to let
the statewide indoor mask
requirement, in place since
Dec. 15, expire.

Bay Area health officers
continue to strongly recom-
mend masks be used as an
effective tool to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, espe-
cially when case rates are
high, or when additional per-
sonal protection is needed.
Continuing to mask in indoor
public settings, especially
crowded or poorly ventilated
spaces, remains the safest
choice for an individual and
protects those who are med-
ically vulnerable or are not
able to get vaccinated, in-
cluding young children. As
evidence continues to show,
vaccinations and boosters re-
main the best defense against
the virus.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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ADAM HAMALIAN
COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

817 ASHLEY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
CALL FOR PRICE
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

JUST LISTED

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460
CHRISTINA LINEZO

2 CLOVER LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,890,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 510.912.5882

PENDING

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOY WIEHN

2000 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,350,000
K. WOOD / K. BRICKMAN | 925.381.7172

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN
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61 HARDIE DRIVE, MORAGA

o i i SOLD FOR $2,475,000

925.351.5049 KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119
LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER
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925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

COMING SOON

3 BERKSHIRE STREET, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,350,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

JUST LISTED

61 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,695,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

PENDING

771 SOLANA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,975,000
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

1030 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $975,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

COMING SOON

1854 POPLAR DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,195,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

1225 TULANE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

$5,800 / MONTH

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

2470 CABALLO RANCHERO, DIABLO

SOLD FOR $3,450,000

B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

SOLD -

1036 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $1,800,000

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

REPRESENTED BUYER

SHELLEY RUHMAN  SHERRY HUTCHENS

.-

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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A local connection to late-1800s wine grower and brandy
distiller, controversial Theodore Gier

THEIR,

Theodore Gier, Livermore Herald 1896

By Vera Kochan

With his vintages often win-
ning medals in the late 1800s
and early 1900s, German im-
migrant Theodore Gier was
considered a “wine baron”
and prominent business
leader in California, often
lauded for his many contribu-
tions and generosities. In
1904, Gier made a temporary
home on Fish Ranch Road, but
before delving into Gier's saga,
a little back history is in order.

In 1879, John Olive inher-
ited a ranch that produced,
you guessed it, fish. Folks
would take the dirt road in
from Oakland that passed
along the front of his trout en-
terprise. He built a little com-
munity there which included
a stage coach station, guest
cottages and a saloon. Word
spread that his wife was an
excellent cook and visitors
would stop in for one of her
savory meals. Their venture
became so popular that the
dirt road was officially named
Fish Ranch Road. Olive was
considered to be a good judge
of horse flesh, and his prop-
erty also provided cattle cor-
rals, a stable and his expertise
in horse trading. He died in
1897, due to a horse-related
accident.

Olive’s widow and two
daughters, Ella and Rose, con-
tinued to run the business
along with their husbands.
Ella was married to Gabriel Y.
Moraga, a grandson of
Joaquin Moraga. They ran the

GIER,
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saloon at Fish Ranch Road. A
Contra Costa County Supervi-
sors meeting agenda dated
April 3, 1899, acknowledges
liquor licenses granted to sev-
eral hotels and saloons in the
county. On the list is: Moraga
G. Y., Fish Ranch Saloon, Fish
Ranch. The agenda is faded,
but for the most part reads, “It
is ordered that the License
Tax Collector issues licenses to
sell spirituous malt-fermented
and intoxicating liquors and
wines in quantities less than
one quart to the following
named persons and the fol-
lowing named places to wit.”

It is during this time that
Gier had already begun the
early stages of his liquor and
wine dealership, which he es-
tablished in 1892, called Theo.
Gier Company. His business
headquarters were in two
Oakland, California locations.

Gier’s heart was in wine-
making, but as the owner of a
grocery store he noticed that
the sale of hard liquor was
more profitable. Choosing to
amass a tidy sum, he began to
sell his flagship brand,
“Metropole Whiskey.” This
decision helped him to
bankroll the money he needed
to buy vineyards in Alameda
County. In 1893, he purchased
one in Livermore, followed by
one in Napa in 1898, a second
one in Livermore in 1901, and
another vineyard in St. He-
lena in 1903.

The following year, Gier
took up residence locally, ac-
cording to a copy of the 1904
lease agreement between

Gabriel and Ella Moraga (the
party of the first part) and
Gier (the party of the second
part): “That certain road
house known as the ‘Fish
Ranch Road House’ and its
surroundings, situated on the
County Road between Oak-
land, Alameda County, Cali-
fornia, and Lafayette, Contra
Costa County, California, and
formerly known as the ‘John
Olive Ranch,” consisting of 15
acres of land, together with a
residence and out buildings,
and all furniture therein, and
including also two cottages
and pleasure grove and trees
situated thereon; (save and
excepting therefrom one cow
barn and back shed and back
Corral), with the appurte-
nances, for the term of four
and one-half years from the
first day of May, one thousand
nine hundred and four, at the
monthly rent or sum of Fifty
(50) Dollars, payable in Gold
coin of the United States of
America, payable in advance
on the first day of each and
every month during said
term.”

It was at this time, how-
ever, that Gier was about to
see a dramatic downfall with

his popularity and his fortune.

During the Boxer Rebel-
lion (an uprising against for-
eigners that occurred in China
about 1900), Gier made con-
tributions to the international
forces. In 1903, Germany’s
Kaiser Wilhelm honored Gier
with the Order of the Crown.
When World War I broke out,
the Kaiser became America’s
enemy. A business competitor
of Gier’s had accused him and
others at a 1918 wine-makers
function of toasting the Kaiser
and singing German patriotic
songs. Newspapers reported
that Gier was jailed and later
made to kneel and Kkiss the
American flag. Although the
charges were never made of-
ficial, the damage was done.

In order to avoid further
harm to his reputation, Gier
placed an ad in the Oakland
Tribune with the headline: “I
Am Not Pro-German!” The ad
went on to state, “If the Kaiser
should triumph, civilization
would be endangered.” Un-
fortunately, it was too little,
too late as Gier saw himself
removed from several state
and county boards.

By the time 1920 rolled in,
Gier had already been in-
volved with several anti-
Prohibition legal transgres-
sions, most of which he was
innocent. Besides short stints
in jail, his vineyards (which
would have been worth $20
million today) were confis-
cated, and over 20,000 gallons
from his Napa distillery were
dumped into a sewer by au-
thorities. After liquidating the
rest of his property, Gier sold
his Napa vineyard to The
Christian Brothers for only

$50,000 ($10,000 of it was in
cash). He later purchased a

180-acre orange grove near
San Jose that never thrived

due to frost conditions.

With his fortune nearly
depleted, Gier, who had re-
covered from a heart attack
years before, grew increas-
ingly despondent over events.
Although there exists no real

proof, some reports say that
his descendants were con-
vinced he committed suicide
by ingesting small amounts
poison over a lengthy period
of time. He passed away in
1931, at the age of 70, at his
home in Piedmont, California.

Special thanks to Moraga
Historical Society president
Susan Sperry.

Miramonte students make it to
Wharton School's Global High School
Investment Competition semifinals

Submitted by
Jonathan Su

The Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania
recently announced the semi-
finalists for the Wharton
Global High School Invest-
ment Competition, an annual
contest for high school teach-
ers and students run by the
School's Wharton Global
Youth Program. MATADORS-
OF1 from Miramonte High
School, Horace Mann High
School and College Prepara-
tory School was among the 50
global semifinalists selected
by judges from Aberdeen
Standard Investments, an as-
set management firm in
Philadelphia. Unlike other
competitions, winners are se-
lected on the strength and
creativity of their team in-

vestment strategies, not on
the growth of their stock
portfolios.

This year had nearly
7,000 students from 64 coun-
tries competing in the Invest-
ment Competition, which is
sponsored by Citi, a leading
financial services company.
The semifinals will be con-
ducted virtually.

“Although we did not ex-
pect to make it to the Semifi-
nals, we are excited to com-
pete in the next
round and, hopefully, have a
chance to make it to Philadel-
phia,” MATADORS-OF1 team
leader Jonathan Su said.

Eli Lesser, executive di-
rector of the Wharton Global
Youth Program, said their
team was impressed by the
quality of the submissions
and global representation of
the teams. “Students

showcased their strong fi-
nancial knowledge and team-
work, and many worked hard
to understand their potential
client as a first step toward
developing comprehensive,
creative and sound invest-
ment strategies.”

A total of 50 top teams
from around the world were
selected from nearly 1,300 fi-
nal competition reports,
which were submitted for
judging on Dec. 13, 2021. The
Semifinal results will be
posted on the Wharton Global
Youth Program website in
March (https://globaly-
outh.wharton.upenn.edu/).
The top 10 teams from the
semifinals move on to the
Global Finale at Wharton in
Philadelphia. The grand prize
winner will be announced on
April 23.

35 years of experience in architectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

i
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MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

- * CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Outstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-0wned Small Business Wi crefreamawes. net

LeapFrog Plumbing

Plumbing is the heart
of the home.

LeapFrog
offers a whole-house
checkup so you know all
systems are “go.”

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Camera sewerline inspection
* Whole house re-pipe

* Preventive checkups

* Design & remodeling

* Tankless water heaters

1 LeapFrog Loot |
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eapFrog 00

$200 off

tankless/hybrid water heater
installation®

*1 coupon per service, exp 2/28/22

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

2377-6600 g

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641
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Gluten-free arepas offer rich corn flavor as counterpoint to gooey
mozzarella filling

Arepas with Mozzarella Filling

By Susie Iventosch

When I saw these enticing
corn-based snacks at a street
fair in New York City last fall, I
just couldn’t pass them up!
Anything made with corn has
my number, but these also had
a delicious, gooey mozzarella
filling and the combination was
delicious. They were like two
thick corn pancakes with moz-
zarella cheese in the middle,
grilled to perfection. I make
mine with only corn flour, so
this version is gluten-free too,
and great for anyone with
wheat allergies.

Arepas date back to pre-
Colombian times, but are still a
very popular staple in Colom-
bia, Argentina, Panama and
now, New York City! They can
be served plain or with any

Photos Susie Iventosch

number of fillings from meats,
to veggies and cheese, or even
eggs. Or, you can top them with
chopped tomatoes and cilantro.
Sometimes they look more like
an English muffin, with the fill-
ing in the middle, and some-
times they more resemble pan-
cakes, a bit thinner. When I de-
cided to make them myself, I
tried several different recipes
before settling on my own. I
thinned out my batter and
made them more like stacked
thin pancakes, layered with the
cheese. I think what makes
them so tasty is that the batter
is made with puréed frozen
corn, so they have a really rich
corn flavor.

We normally make the
arepas about four inches in di-
ameter, but on several occa-
sions, we’ve made them
smaller, about two-inches in

diameter, to serve as appetiz-
ers. Whichever way you decide
to make these, they will proba-
bly become a staple in your
diet, too. This recipe makes
about 12 four-inch single pan-
cakes, or 6 double stacked.

INGREDIENTS
1 cup frozen corn kernels
1 1/4 cup corn flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
3/4 cup milk
2 tablespoons melted butter

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on

our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

3 tablespoons canola oil or olive oil (for frying the corn cakes)
8 ounces fresh mozzarella, thinly sliced

DIRECTIONS

Place corn in the bowl of your
food processor and puree until almost
smooth. There will still be some lumps

and that is okay.

Turn the corn out into a mixing
bowl. Add all remaining ingredients
except the mozzarella. Stir well. If the
mixture is too thick, add a little extra

milk.
Preheat the griddle over

medium-high heat. Spoon the corn
batter onto the griddle in whatever size
pancakes you would like. We make a
4-inch pancake for a side dish, and we

make a 2-inch pancake for an
appetizer size.
Allow the pancakes to turn

golden-brown on the bottom and then

flip to cook the other side.

Once the second side is cooked, cover the tops of half the pancakes with a slice or two of the
mozzarella. Then leaving the prettiest side up, place the remaining pancakes on top of the mozzarella.
Cook just until cheese is melted and gooey.

If you want tall arepas, just double up the pancake sandwiches with a layer of mozzarella in between
for a double arepa pancake sandwich.

Serve hot with your favorite hot sauce, salsa, or dipping sauce.

Managing student stress in the pandemic and beyond

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

Academics, entrepreneurs, in-
novators, and activists have
long flocked to Northern Cali-
fornia, creating a breeding
ground for some of the best
academic institutions and
companies the world has to
offer. Bay Area schools domi-
nate lists of best high schools
in California, according to SF-
Gate (September 2021). For
example last year Oakland’s
College Preparatory School
and Hillsborough’s Nueva
School were identified by on-
line platform Niche

https://www.niche.com/k12/rank-

ings/ as the fourth and fifth
best private high schools in
the country last year. Mean-
while, Palo Alto’s Henry M.
Gunn High School was
deemed the best public high
school in California.
Attending a high-ranking
high school often takes a toll
on students’ mental health.
Many California students
grow up in communities that
expect extraordinary achieve-
ment both in and out of the
classroom. Over the past two
years a global pandemic
halted student participation in
extracurricular activities, de-
layed standardized testing,
and caused school closures.
While some students, at least
initially, thrived with Zoom
school, setting their own pace,
and getting relief from ex-
tracurricular pressures, many

others suffered anxiety and
depression.

Adolescence already de-
mands a stockpile of coping
skills to successfully make the
transition to young adulthood;
unfortunately, actions to con-
trol the pandemic stripped
away many of the coping
mechanisms that make the
stresses of adolescence and its
accompanying social and aca-
demic pressures more man-
ageable. Canceled sports
practices and social distancing
measures make fun forms of
exercise and important inter-
personal connections less ac-
cessible. Teens with various
mental health challenges were
often left without the tools
they relied on to manage
them.

While the pandemic has
caused tangible shifts in
everyday life for all if us, these
changes magnified problems
for many of our most vulner-
able adolescents. The pan-
demic also altered many aca-
demic requirements for stu-
dents; for example, test-
optional college admissions is
becoming increasingly more
popular. While these changes
have reduced stress for some
students, for others the un-
certainty surrounding the
value of requirements they
once believed were essential
has increased academic pres-
sure as grades and rigor or
coursework take on increas-
ing importance. Thus, for two
cycles of high school seniors,

navigating the pressure of
schoolwork and college appli-
cations in an unconventional
learning environment has not
made academic life easier.
These issues make it ever
more vital to understand how
to recognize signs that stu-
dents may be struggling with
their mental health and re-
spond accordingly.

What are the signs that
students are under too much
stress? Alterations in sleeping,
eating, and exercising sched-
ules, engaging in more nega-
tive self-talk, and expressing
less optimism about the future
are some of the sure signs a
student is suffering. Certainly
engaging in “high risk” be-
havior like self-isolation, sub-
stance abuse, or verbal and
physical aggression is a clear
sign of trouble. While some
stress may help highly moti-
vated students spend more
time studying, too much neg-
atively affects all aspects of
healthy living including their
academic performance —in
particular, high levels of anxi-
ety can prevent students from
engaging in the critical think-
ing needed to perform well on
exams.

What can we do to help?
Students’ mental health can
be improved by surrounding
them with a compassionate
support system that recog-
nizes the pressures of adoles-
cence. Fostering open and
thoughtful conversations
about the stresses of school

can ensure that teens feel
comfortable talking about
their mental health. Many
students may feel uncomfort-
able discussing their mental
health challenges; sparking
compassionate conversations
may help them express their
emotions and seek out sup-
port. For example, if you no-
tice your student sleeping less
or self-isolating, let them
know what you are observing
and ask how you can best
support them. Be sure to em-
phasize that their negative
feelings are not permanent,
and assure them that they
have the ability to improve
their mental health with the
help of supportive family and
friends. For teens with test
anxiety, helping them identify
a clear-cut system for test
preparation that reflects their
learning style can help de-
velop study habits that will set
them up for success in college.

More generally, practices
like journaling, mindfulness,
meditation, and deep breath-
ing can be employed to help
improve mental health. Many
high schools now offer yoga to
fill a PE requirement, and I
often hear students tell me
how much they enjoy this
class. Therapy or other treat-
ment may also be helpful, es-
pecially as dedicated care
providers can guide teens
through specialized programs
taking emotional, familial,
and cultural factors into ac-
count.

In high achieving pres-
sured environments, like we
often find in our affluent Cali-
fornia communities, it is es-
pecially important to create
space for supportive conver-
sations and as necessary take
action to support adolescent
mental health.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

GCCP presents ‘Culture, Crisis, and Creativity’ with the

o,

The Horszowski Piano Trio

Submitted by Pamela
Freund-Striplen

The Gold Coast Chamber Players are
delighted to bring back live music to

Horszowski Piano Trio

the Lamorinda community at 7:30
p-m. Friday, Feb. 25 at the Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the Lafayette Li-
brary. The live concert will be
recorded and all ticket holders will
have the option to watch the concert

Photo provided

virtually from March 3 to July 1. Proof
of vaccination is required and N95
masks will be provided.

“Culture, Crisis, and Creativity”
features the esteemed Horszowski Pi-
ano Trio based in New York City. Giv-
ing performances that are “lithe, per-
suasive” (The New York Times), “elo-
quent and enthralling” (The Boston
Globe), and described as “the most
compelling American group to come
on the scene” (The New Yorker), the
Horszowski Trio has quickly become a
vital force in the international cham-
ber music world.

This colorful program features
piano trios by Bedrich Smetana, Re-
becca Clarke, and Arno Babadjanian,
which grapple with political struggles
and personal challenges. As the most
distinguished British female composer
of the inter-war generation, Rebecca
Clarke composed her trio on the heels
of the 1918 influenza pandemic while
battling prevailing sexist attitudes and
personal depression. Clarke’s Piano

Trio (1921) is an extraordinary work
of striking originality and craft re-
flecting some of the most modern in-
fluences of the time including Ravel,
Bloch and Debussy with its impres-
sionist atmosphere. Bedfich Smetana,
whose work is imbued with inflec-
tions of Czech folk music, wrote his
emotional op.15 trio as a response to
the death of his daughter. Smetana's
lone piano trio is a milestone of ro-
manticism. Much of Arno Babadjan-
ian’s music is rooted in Armenian folk
music and folklore. Passionate and
full of memorable melodies, Babad-
janian’s Piano Trio in F-sharp minor
is considered one of his most impor-
tant works.

Tickets: $15-45 online
(https://app.arts-
people.com/index.php?show=123572)
or by phone at (925) 283-3728. For
more information, visit
https://www.gccpmusic.com/
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Not to be missed

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces the opening of a spirited
new show, "Singularities,” a title
derived from the unique visions
of the show featured member
artists: Orinda’s Linh Kang and
Walnut Creek's Susan Erickson.
Feb. 2 to April 10, also consists of
paintings. etchings, prints, ce-
ramics, jewelry, woodworking,
glasswork and photographs by
the gallery’s other members and
additional guest artists. 432 Cen-
ter Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center, open Wednes-
day through Sunday from noon to
5 p.m. www.moragaart-
callery.com, or call 925-376-5407.

19th High School Visual Arts
Competition Registration is Open!
Registration is open for the High
School Visual Arts Competition
(HSVAQ). Deadline is midnight,
Feb. 22. Cash awards, merit cita-
tions, in-person exhibit in the Art
Gallery at the Orinda Library and
online public exhibit. Hosted by
the Lamorinda Arts Council. For
information and registration, visit
www.lamorindaarts.org/vac.
Questions? Call 925.359.4490.

Art Gallery at Wilder: Virtual
Exhibit — Abstract Artist Valerie
Corvin Held Over. The Lamorinda
Arts Council invites you to view
Valerie Corvin’s virtual exhibit at
www.lamorindaarts.org/online-
galleries through Feb. 28. She has
added new abstract work to her
show, which is held over from
January. Corvin builds "layers of
marks, first bold dark marks, and
then colorful shapes ... that com-
municate unique shapes in na-
ture.” For in-person viewings,
email Aniston Breslin at
wildergallery@
lamorindaarts.org.

Art show at Orinda Books. Feb-
ruary features the paintings of
Lisa Gunn. Lisa has a long artistic
presence in Orinda. Her style is a
"California Impressionism" in-
volving plein air, landscapes, and
abstracts. She notes, "I am hop-
ing that people will connect with
my painting and find some at-
tachment that speaks to them
whether it be through color, com-
position or some thread of energy
transmitting from one human to
another." Visit the Artist of the
Month at www.orindabooks.com.
Orinda Books is located at 276
Village Square, Orinda,
925-254-7606.

MUSIC

Pacific Chamber Orchestra, un-
der the direction of Conductor
Lawrence Kohl, presents
“Words!” with the chamber or-
chestra version of Gustav Mahler
Symphony #4 and William Wal-
ton Fagade: An Entertainment.
Marnie Breckenridge will be so-
prano soloist for the Mahler and
the reciter for the Walton. Perfor-
mances are Saturday, March 26 at
7:30 p.m. at the Auditorium the-
ater of the Orinda Library, 26
Orinda Way, Orinda and Sunday,
March 27 at 3 p.m. at Bankhead
Theatre, 2400 First Street in Liv-
ermore. Tickets online at pacific-
chamberorchestra.org and addi-
tionally for the Livermore per-
formance by calling 925-373-6800
or visiting the Bankhead box of-
fice at 2400 First Street in
Livermore

Live concert! Gold Coast Cham-
ber Players. Culture, Crisis, and
Creativity with the Horszowski
Piano Trio Friday, Feb. 25 at 7:30
p-m. Don Tatzin Community Hall
at the Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Tickets:
$15-$45
https://[www.gccpmusic.com/
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Bookmark contest is back!
FLLLC invite all Lafayette K- 8
students to create an original
bookmark illustrating a favorite
book. Entry forms will be distrib-
uted to Lafayette public schools
and St. Perpetua School. Addi-
tional forms will be available at
the Lafayette Library and the
Friend’s Corner Book Shop. The
contest opens on Feb. 11 and all
entries are due at the library by
March 4. Winners will be an-
nounced on April 27 at the li-
brary. Winning bookmarks will
be on display at the library and
book shop, and will be handed
out to library patrons as well.
Start creating!

“Cinderella’s Wedding” per-
forms at the Lesher Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Drive in Walnut
Creek. Performances are: Friday,
Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
Feb. 12 at 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. Sin-
gle tickets are on sale ($25 - $52)
with senior and youth pricing
available. Diablo Ballet will also
present a virtual option, which
will be a recording of the live
performance, streaming Feb. 18 -
27 and available for viewing at
any time during this timeframe.
Price $37 per household. For in
theatre or virtual tickets, call 925-
943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org or
www.diabloballet.org. For a link
to the Lesher Center for the Arts
safety protocols that are currently
in place, please visit:
www.lesherartscenter.org.

Shotgun Players presents “Pass-
ing Strange” March 5-April 10:
Wednesday and Thursday at 7
p-m., Friday and Saturday at 8
p-m., Sunday at 5 p.m.; except

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

March 10 at 8 p.m. and no per-
formance March 9, at Ashby
Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave, Berkeley.
A young bohemian charts a
course for 'the real' through sex,
drugs and rock n' roll. Loaded
with soulful lyrics and overflow-
ing with passion. Cost: $0 - $40.
For more info see
https://shotgunplayers.org/online/
article/passing-strange or call 510-
841-6500 or email
boxoffice@shotgunplayers.org.

OTHER

AAUW-OML is sponsoring a
Girls4STEM webinars for high
school girls. Sheryl Mordo, P.E.,
B.S., Civil Engineering from UC
Davis, will talk about her career
path from math classes in high
school to a career as a construc-
tion project engineer and man-
ager at Intuit, one of the world’s
largest business software compa-
nies, with an internship at Dis-
neyWorld along the way. Her
webinar is on Sunday, March 6 at
4 p.m. Get more information at
https://oml-ca.aauw.net/
girlsdstem-webinars/

Acalanes High School Class of
1971 - 50 year reunion. April 9, at
the Coop in LaFiesta Square. For
more information please contact:
Katrina Neblett Silvani
71Acalanes@gmail.com

Registration for the free online
Bringing Back the Natives Garden
Tour and Green Home Features
Showcase is now open. This year
there will be four days of inspira-
tion: two days online, and two
days in-person. This tour will
also showcase green home fea-
tures. Saturday and Sunday, April
16 and 17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Bestselling author Doug Tallamy
will kick off the April 16 event.
The online Tour will feature
beautiful, water-conserving na-
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ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

Virtual free talk on the power
of spiritual healing
Overview of Christian Science
February 20 - 2:00 pm
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Moraga Valley Presbytedan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
= | EARNS, GROWS, AND 5ERVES

TOGETHER.

LOPC.ORG

L rpefie-Urarls Preddrderisn Ll farch

FiGav

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

QUR SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

ShitdDay SO FOMAIRE | QA

CLIMNDWEY WORSHID | TiAsy

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us
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tive plant gardens, as well as vis-
its to homes with Tesla solar pan-
els and Powerwall backup batter-
ies, heat pumps for heating and
cooling the house and heating
water, induction ranges, and
more. www.BringingBackthe
Natives.net

American Association of Uni-
versity Women- Orinda-Moraga-
Lafayette Branch (AAUW-OML)
general meeting on Tuesday,
March 15, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the
Orinda Community Church, 10
Irwin Way, Orinda, presents Bon-
nie Spindler, a real estate agent
with 30 years experience in ad-
vocating and educating about
historic properties. She has ap-
peared on HGTV, has been inter-
viewed on numerous news and
entertainment shows, and is a
regular contributor to American
Dream TV. Free and open to the
public. More information at
https://oml-ca.aauw.net.

Sustainable Lafayette and Pro-
ject Earth host free screening of
the film “Idle threat” at Town Hall
Theatre on Saturday, March 12 at
11 a.m., 3535 School St., Lafayette.
RSVP at TownHallTheatre.com.
Tickets are limited, first-come-
first-served. “Idle Threat” follows
its director/producer George Pak-
enham as he brings the attention
of New York motorists to the dan-
gers caused to the environment
by idling cars. Following the film,
Project Earth will lead a youth
panel to discuss the film and
ways we can combat the effects of
vehicle exhaust on a local level.

The Montelindo Garden Club,
membership open to all, presents
landscape designer Katie
Creighton talking about Early
Bloomers — the Harbingers of
Spring, Feb. 18, email montelin-
dogarden@aol.com to learn if the
meeting is via Zoom and to re-
quest a link. For further informa-
tion, including times and in-
person location, see the website
at montelindogarden.com.

The Seed Library, sponsored
jointly by the Moraga Public Li-
brary and the Moraga Garden
Club as a way to share free seeds
for individuals and families to
grow in their home gardens,
opened Feb. 15. Residents may get
six packets of seeds every visit to
the Moraga Library, during open
hours - you don’t need to have a
library card to get the seeds, and
you don’t have to live in Moraga.
The seeds will be in cabinets like
old-fashioned card catalogs, orga-
nized alphabetically by name (lo-
cal Girl Scout Troop 402 has done
the lions-share of this organiza-
tion). You will only need to tell
the check-out desk how many
packets you are taking. For more
information, email
MoragaSeedLibrary@gmail.com.

The Orinda Garden Club is
pleased to host a free online dis-
cussion with famed local master
gardener and writer, David
George, who will discuss natural
ways to deal with fruit snatching
rodents and other pests in our
gardens at 10 a.m. Thursday, Feb.
24. George is a famed local mas-
ter gardener with UC and Contra
Costa County and a writer. His
monthly sustainable gardening
column is featured in the Diablo
Gazette, known by his pen name,
The Naked Gardener. Naked from
pesticides, not clothing! His col-
umn delves into eco-friendly, all-
natural gardening techniques. For
more information and to register
(required to attend) please visit:
www.orindagc.org/
community-meeting.html

Moraga Garden Club. Febh. 17
general meeting program “Good
Bug, Bad Bug," features Master
Gardener John Pike. Anyone is
welcome to join on this Zoom
meeting. Please, contact
moragagardenclub@

gmail.com and you will be pro-
vided a Zoom link. New in Town?
Want to learn about our organi-
zation, improve your gardening
skills, volunteer or join? See our
website: www.moragagarden-
club.com for more information.

Please submit
events to:

calendar@
lamorinda
weekly.com
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

We’re here for you

925-377-0977

OAKLAND
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Acalanes Female Athletic Board serves as voice for
female student-athletes

;

FAB at a recent soccer game
By Jon Kingdon

One afternoon when Acalanes Athletic
Director Randy Takahashi was clean-
ing out his office, he came upon some
old issues of Blueprint, the school
newspaper for Acalanes. As he
scanned the articles, there were two
stories that caught his attention. One
was on the hidden issue of sexual
abuse and the other, in which he was
interviewed, was on gender equity.

These articles forced Takahashi to
confront those very important con-
cerns. “I was thinking about whether
we had really addressed these issues,
or did we just bring them to light,”
Takahashi said. “I may share the same
vision and viewpoint of the girls but
that is me looking at it from my lens. I
wanted to establish a safe space for
our female student-athletes to be able
to meet, talk and discuss things about
what is in the best interest of female
sports at Acalanes.”

Tatum Zuber, a junior and co-
captain on the girls’ soccer team, was
asked by Takahashi what she thought
about the formation of a group of fe-
male student-athletes to share their
thoughts and ideas. “I told him I
thought it was a good idea and so he
said we would go for it,” Zuber said.

Once that safe place was estab-
lished, it took on the moniker of Fe-
male Athletic Board (FAB). Takahashi
then asked Haley Walsh, an Acalanes
teacher and the girls’ volleyball coach
to oversee the group because “I felt, as
a male, if I was in there, the girls
wouldn’t have the same conversations
and with Haley running things, it
would make the conversation richer.”

Walsh readily agreed to supervise
the board meetings. “I had thought
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Photo Haley Walsh

about different ways to support female
athletes, being a female athlete myself,
but I had not ever really thought about
being on a board or with a group,”
Walsh said. “We’ve done a lot of eq-
uity work but one of the most discrim-
inated groups historically tends to be
women, so Randy wanted to make sure
that gender equity was addressed as
well.”

Though the titular head of the
group, Walsh made it clear who would
be overseeing the meetings: “I wanted
the girls to understood that they were
running the meetings. This was a
place for them to be heard. The girls
have seen a lot of inequity issues and
they’re so used to it that they may not
know how to address it or if there are
even issues that need to be addressed.”

An invitation was sent to all the
female athletes informing them of the
first meeting. “Ms. Walsh told us at the
first meeting that this was a safe place
for us to express how we felt about
athletics at Acalanes,” Zuber said. “It
was there that we could be heard and
have our ideas presented to the
administration.”

Takahashi has welcomed the ideas
and comments from the female
student-athletes. “They’re taking an
active role and looking at what we are
doing in the athletic department and
thinking about ways that we can im-
prove things,” Takahashi said. “I had a
colleague that asked me if I was con-
cerned this this might stir up some
trouble for me. My response was that
we should be able to start addressing
what we need to do to make things
better for everybody. We hear the
voices of the females and asking the
questions, ‘Is it good, and how do we
figure it out?”

The board has been meeting out-
side once a month due to the coron-
avirus protocols. “Our meetings are
very ‘Camelot-like’ with a round table
discussion,” Walsh said. “In our first
meeting, we just talked about different
topics and areas where the girls felt
there could be improvements, ranging
from equal apparel for the boys and
girls teams, getting more female rep-
resentation on the coaching staffs and
getting more attendance from the stu-
dent body at the girls’ events.”

From there the board went to the
Acalanes website and compared the
budgets for the boys and girls teams.
“There wasn’t a great difference and it
showed that our district does a great
job in supporting both the male and
female athletes, but it was interesting
to see which sports raised the most
money and what they’re spending it
on,” Walsh said.

Zuber cited the difference in gear
provided to the boys and girls teams.
“We got a backpack, parka and our
jerseys,” Zuber said. “The boys got
sweatpants, windbreakers along with
long and short sleeve jerseys. Though
the overall budgets the teams received
from the school are similar, there was
far more additional money that went
to the boys teams from outside
donations.”

This is an issue that Takahashi and
the administration have already talked
about and how to address it. “We’ve
asked the question about having
something in place that is more struc-
tured and having parameters for each
program so that one team will not ap-
pear to have more than another,”
Takahashi said. “It’s good that we’re
hearing from the girls on this issue
and how it’s important to them.”

The differences in the budgets of
the teams, gender aside, aligns with
the number of players that go out for
each sport. Much of the funding for
each team comes from contributions
from the families. “We take all of the
expected expenses and potential rev-
enue, and we then figure out what the
difference is going to be, and then
learning how many people are in the
program will then determine how
much we are going to ask the families
for a contribution,” said Takahashi.
“It’s not a fee and it’s not mandatory
but we do really appreciate the par-
ents making the contribution because
it really helps us fund our program.
Our percentage of funding from the
families is over 80%.”

With far more attendance at the
boys’ games, the question then became
on how to increase attendance at the
girls’ games. For Walsh, it was a mat-
ter of attacking the issue head-on.
“The more we talked about it, we
found that the lack of support for the
girls’ teams comes from a societal em-

phasis that stressed attending the Fri-
day night football game, but never any
emphasis on encouraging attendance
at the girls’ events,” Walsh said. “What
the girls found is that in order to
change these norms, they would have
to make it more normal to be support-
ive of the girls’ teams. They concluded
that in order to get more students to
come to the girls athletic events, they
needed to raise the expectations.”

Zuber and the board wanted to
demonstrate that with enthusiasm and
effort, there can be larger crowds at
the girls’ games. “We got the school to
promote going to our soccer games.
We made posters and got commit-
ments from the other teams to support
each other’s games,” Zuber said.

Takahashi saw this as a very posi-
tive step. “We had a greater number
of girls that showed up for the next
soccer game and they were loud, posi-
tive, energetic and had a good time,”
Takahashi said. “It was a great thing.”

A very valuable intangible has
come out of the formation of the Fe-
male Athletic Board: the feeling of em-
powerment for the girls. “I believe
that’s true,” Walsh said. “It’s interest-
ing to see the girls, some of whom are
quiet in the school environment, come
to the group and really start to speak
up and be vocal in ways that that I had
not seen in class, so it’s really awesome
to see them take this and turn it into a
positive experience.”

Zuber, who has always taken on
the leadership role on her teams, said
it has allowed her to find a new av-
enue to make her opinions known: “I
definitely feel that my voice is being
heard more and I am able to present
ideas whereas before I would not have
thought about bringing these issues
up. It’s given us an opportunity to ex-
press what we’re seeing and feeling as
our seasons have progressed.”

Where does it go from here? “I
believe that the boys teams will sup-
port the issues that we have brought
up,” Zuber said. “Our ultimate goal is
for us to be able to draw the same type
of crowds, get the same gear and be
looked at as equals to the boys teams.”

Takahashi is taking a long-term
approach with the Female Athletic
Board: “I'm glad that 'm able to hear
what the girls are thinking but it’s nice
that they have been able to come to-
gether so they can feel that they have a
voice and can talk, not only about
things they feel need fixing but also to
be able to rally around each other.
This program is in its infancy but I re-
ally believe that this is going to be re-
ally good for us. I've been talking with
one of our board members about the
program and his comment was, ‘This is
so great I wish that this was going on
throughout the entire district.” Ijust
hope that we’re doing the right thing.”

20th win for Saint Mary’s in dominating San Diego, 86-57

By Jon Kingdon

Saint Mary’s, ranked 22nd in
the nation, defeated the Uni-
versity of San Diego Feb. 10 by
a score of 86-57, raising their
record to 20-5, the 14th time
in the last 15 years that coach
Randy Bennett has coached
the team to at least 20 wins.
After a tough loss to the
University of Santa Clara ear-
lier in the week, Bennett was
more than a little pleased at
the outcome of the game and
how the team has not lost two
games in a row all season.
“There could have been a lot
of different scenarios,” Ben-
nett said. "We did lose to a

good team last Tuesday, so it
was good to bounce back from
that. I'm glad that we came in
ready to play. San Diego is a
good, competitive team but
they caught our best shot
tonight. We shot well and took
care of the ball. This was one
of our best performances of
the year.”

It was a classic team vic-
tory for the Gaels offensively
and defensively. Every player
on the roster scored in the
game and of the 33 field goals
for Saint Mary’s, 17 were off
assists. The defense held San
Diego to 10 points under their
average and had nine steals.
Logan Johnson led the team
with 16 points and had five

steals by himself.

“Logan was inspiring with
how hard he played tonight,”
Bennett said. “He showed
tremendous leadership just by
playing so hard. He got us go-
ing defensively and we were
really good defensively
tonight. He’s an elite defender
and is as good as anybody in
this league and in the West.
He just brought that intensity
and played with a lot of pas-
sion which we need to have
on a regular basis.”

It’s no accident that Saint
Mary’s defense is ranked
eighth in the nation allowing
an average of 59.1 points per
game. “It was important to
get off to a good start tonight

for our confidence after the
Santa Clara game,” Johnson
said. "We felt we had to be
first to hit our opponent in the
mouth, not getting behind for
10 or 20 points. We do a ton
of stuff defensively in practice
every day and we don’t skip
steps or short cut routes. It
pays off and we’re one of the
top defensive teams in the na-
tion.”

Having played Santa Clara
on Tuesday, San Diego on
Thursday and going to Gon-
zaga last Saturday, Bennett
was very happy to be able to
play all his substitutes. “To be
able to give our regulars rest, I
was pumped about that. One
of the most enjoyable things

for me as a coach is when I get
to play our young guys. They
don’t get to play a lot because
we have seven older players
that get the majority of the
minutes.”

The improved play gave
the opportunity to get a num-
ber of minutes in a game like
this for sophomores Jabe
Mullins, Mitchell Saxen,
Leemet Bockler, Judah Brown
and Luke Barrett. “It’s fun to
watch them improve,” Bennett
said. “It’s important for their
development when they can
get substantial minutes. It’s
just fun to see them out there
getting to do what they love to
do.” ... continued on Page C2
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20th win for Saint Mary’s in dominating San Diego, 86-57
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Logan Johnson (0) with assistant coach Justin Joyner (center) and head coach Randy Bennett (right).

... continued from Page C1

When a team’s record is
10-3, most coaches are loath to
make any changes. Bennett
was pleased with the way his
offense and defense was play-
ing but felt the need to make a
change at guard after that
13th game, starting freshman
Augustas Marciulionis and

bringing senior Tommy Kuhse
in off the bench, a decision he
put a lot of thought into.

“I found that when we
started the game with Johnson
and Kuhse the ball stuck in
their hands because they’re
both guys that try to make
plays and they’re good at it,
but things could get stagnant.
Augustus is more of a pass
first point guard and is a very

good defender. If I were to
start Kuhse, I might not get to
Augustas who needs the min-
utes to develop. He is really
developing, and we are mov-
ing the ball better. It also
helps that we have a nice
scoring punch with Kuhse
coming off the bench and it’s
worked out well. When the
change was made, Tommy
came to me and said ‘Coach if

you think this is going to help
us, 'm all in.” That’s how he
approached it.”

It has also helped that the
team is scoring six points a
game more than last year and
has improved their overall
shooting percentage from
42.2% to 46.5% and connect-
ing on 35.6% of their 3-point
shots after shooting 29.4% last
season. Kuhse, in particular,
has improved his 3-point
shooting percentage from
27.5% to 45.1%.

“A lot of Tommy’s im-
provement came from having
a good spring, summer and
fall practicing in the gym and
working on his mechanics,”
Assistant coach Mickey Mc-
Connell said. “The improve-
ment of the entire team is due
in part to having a number of
players back that were injured
last year. Our shot selection
has also been better. Last
year with Alex Ducas and
Leemet Bockler out, we
started to press. This year,
we’ve told the players to take
the open shots when you get
them. We have a lot of confi-
dence in our players, and
they’ve done a great job in
sharing the ball.”

The adversity of battling
through all the injuries last
season has proven to be a
positive factor on this year's
team. “Last year we scrapped
out the majority of our wins,”

Johnson said. “This year
we’re putting more points on
the board and we’re still
scrapping. You may have an
open shot, but we’ll still be
looking to find someone who
has a more open shot. We’ve
taken the right steps, getting
everyone involved offensively
and knowing our defensive
assignments each game has
allowed us to keep growing.”

Senior Matthias Tass
(12.8) and junior Alex Ducas
(11.0) have been the team’s
leading scorers and keys in
the overall play of the team.
“Ducas and Tass both really
stepped up this year. We’ve
been able to use them in dif-
ferent ways, lining them up in
the post and playing off them
and then our guards can off-
penetrate. The players are re-
ally unselfish and have really
gotten comfortable with their
roles and in sharing the ball.
Dan Fotu is playing a short
role this year but still is an
unbelievable teammate. The
players have figured out their
roles offensively, cut down on
their turnovers and started
shooting it better. We had a
breakthrough confidence wise
and had a better idea of what
we wanted to do since the
early season Maui
tournament.”

Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Science Tutoring Brush Removal Fencing and More

Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Rototilling

<1 Ken's Rototilling
% + 4 W/D Tractors
.m « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CARTO KIDS
Fast Free Pickup — Running or
Not - 24 Hour Response -
Maximum Tax Donation - Help
Find Missing Kids!

Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

Brush Removal &
Tree Trimming
to satisfy Moraga Orinda
Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!
925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured.
CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Custom Quality Fencing

REDWOOD FENCING

1 |925-938-9836

» Good Neighbor Fence

« Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Announcements

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Internet Services

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get a
guote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate Wanted

KC BUYS HOUSES

Fastest Cash- Any Condition!
Residential and Commercial
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned
and operated 25 years.
1-909-536-2060

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE 5555 for
business purpose Real Estate
loans. Credit unimportant. V.L.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

é Quetzal Handyman

‘!‘ NO JOB TOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
! concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news
publishers in California and
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many
a small thing has been made
large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on social
media where you already have
an audience? For more info call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Wanted To Buy Or Trade

FREON WANTED: We buy old
refrigerants: R11,R12,R113 &
more! Quick, local pickup &
dropoff available. Call 312-
827-6204, RefrigerantFinders.
com {Te pagamos por tu
refrigerante! (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert
system. The most advanced
medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No wi-
fi needed! Special offer call and
mention offer code CARE20 to
get $20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today 1-844-790-1673.
(SCAN)

$15 per 1/2" classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY
1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800
Orinda Safeway!
Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)

We’re right across the street from

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!

We’re open M-Th 11a—-9:00p
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a—9:30p
Sundays 11a—8:30p

Consign & Desigm.

Shop Orinda! [
At the NEW and LIKE NEW

Consignment Store Boutique

www.lamorindaweekly.com

P ORIND
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Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices

208 off
EVERYTHING _
: 22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
in store in
Fehmm-? & Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm
Mottt wiers com

Licensed Clincial Esthetician

e Facials
e Glycolic Peels
e Waxing

aureageen@hotmail.com

Orinda Hair Studio

Skin Care by Aurea Fonseca-Geen

e Professional Products
e Acne treatments

Cell: 925.262.3228 Spa: 925.254.5575

1 Orinda Way, Suite 5, Orinda

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Specialty gifts, home decor, exquisite

orchid and succulent arrangements
for every season

SANVITALIA
HOME & GARDER

2 Theatre Square #110 Orinda (925)258-6900

¢ Charitable Planning

Park Place‘@‘

TH ADVISORS,
A Registered Investment Advisor

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ¢ 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 21 Orinda Way Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Orinda, CA 94563

v'Notary Services
v Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v Business Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/2643

I NC

v Shipping

¢ Educational Funding

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977

Moraga Garden Club cherishes
old traditions, creates new
memories

Photo povid
Submitted by Linda U. Foley

The Moraga Garden Club annually
decorates the local library with gar-
lands, bows and wreaths in Decem-

ber. The star of the decoration effort,
however, is a tree festooned with 'crit-
ter' ornaments, adding a hint of the
mystery of the forest.

The tradition for critter orna-
ments was started by Moraga Garden
Club member Jamie Bonetto in a
workshop at her home about 30 years
ago. Dried pine cones, leaves, twigs —
with the imagination of the creator —
were turned into miniature quirky an-
imals and whimsical dolls.

The history of these ornaments
can be attributed to the Brandywine
River Museum in Chadds Ford, Penn-
sylvania, in 1972 to emphasize the
museum's role in protecting the nat-
ural, cultural and historical resources
of the region. All ornaments were
made of completely natural compo-
nents (i.e. dried flowers, acorns, Queen
Anne's lace, pods and spices for eyes).

The Smithsonian Institute also
created a critter tree. In 1984, Nancy
Reagan invited volunteers to decorate
a natural tree and because she
loved red, lots of cockscomb and eu-
onymus were used.
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Lamorinda Home Sales ... read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Fabulous February flora

sonal sunshine, and idyllic conditions for working outside. My Christ-
mas cactus shines with fluorescent cerise blooms, the blazing blue of
the rosemary bush host busy, buzzing bees, the viburnum is covered
in masses of sweet-smelling white blossoms, and roses continue to
bud and bloom. Wood sorrel or oxalis already showcases bursts of
buttery yellow flowers. These shamrocks don’t usually appear until
St. Patrick’s Day. The purple-tinted flowers of the marvelous magnolia
liliiflora, known as the tulip magnolia, suggest that spring may have
already sprung.

It’s mid-February and still no sign of rain. January was considered
the driest month
on record in Cali-
fornia since 1895.
Daffodils blanket
the roadways and §
hillsides; orna-
mental pear trees
are in full bloom
with peach buds
prepared to ex-
plode into lumi-
nous pink. Back
in December

Photos Cynthia Brian
The fluorescent cerise blooms of the Christmas cactus. when we experi-
enced the atmos-

By Cynthia Brian pheric river and
the record-
“No race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in tilling breaking 17 feet
a field as in writing a poem.” ~ Booker T. Washington of snowfall in the
For the past two months, I’'ve been working on writing a series of Sierras, we had
children’s books, a bit of prose, a bit of poetry. But with the ubiqui- high hopes that
tous sunny days and warm temperatures, digging in my garden wins drought condi-
the race. In the past, February has notoriously been a drab and tions may be re-
dreary month, but this year it is filled with fabulous flowers, unsea- ceding.

Cynthia Brian’s February Gardening Guide on Page D12

Shamrocks (oxalis or wood sorrel) are early.



Prestigious North Orinda
6BD | 5BA | Office | Guest Cottage | .60 AC

Located in the heart of Sleepy Hollow, this light filled home
offers a timeless aesthetic. Enjoy hardwood flooring through-
out, gorgeous millwork, Orinda character at it’s finest, walls
of windows, and an easy flow. Downstairs is a kids heaven
offering a game/family room that open onto it’s own patio
and separate flex space.

Swing open the doors and dine alfresco! This home is ideal
for entertaining, playing or just relaxing as you take in the
natural beauty of the lush surroundings. Charming pathways,
outdoor lighting, and a sport court with basketball hoop,
make this property magical for all ages.

Approximately 4,543 sq. ft. in the main house and
approximately 300 sq. ft. in the guest cottage.
Call for details!

Offered at $2,950,000

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle
925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 8 $920,000 $4,250,000
MORAGA 7 $1,258,000 $3,400,000
ORINDA 5 $460,000 $2,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

820 Acalanes Road, $920,000, 5 Bdrms, 5883 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 12-29-21,
Previous Sale: $3,500,000, 08-06-19

4144 Canyon Road, $3,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2970 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-30-21,
Previous Sale: $2,755,000, 11-20-17

8 Dale Court, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2383 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 01-03-22,
Previous Sale: $1,630,000, 12-28-20

7 Hartwood Court, $2,805,000, 4 Bdrms, 2226 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 12-30-21,
Previous Sale: $1,375,000, 05-17-16

4022 Mario Way, $1,510,000, 4 Bdrms, 2398 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 12-30-21

1130 Nogales Street, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1869 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 01-07-22,
Previous Sale: $112,000, 09-01-78

744 South Pond Court, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 2923 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 01-07-22

1040 Upper Happy Valley Road, $4,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2366 SqFt,
1959 YrBlt, 12-27-21

MORAGA

226 Alderbrook Place, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 2312 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 01-05-22

30 Brandt Drive, $2,515,000, 4 Bdrms, 2802 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 01-06-22

168 Draeger Drive, $3,400,000, 5 Bdrms, 5554 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 01-06-22,
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 03-03-14

132 Moraga Road, $1,585,000, 3 Bdrms, 2719 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 12-30-21,
Previous Sale: $425,500, 03-02-98

1091 Sanders Drive, $1,258,000, 4 Bdrms, 1659 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 01-06-22

149 Sandringham Drive, $1,725,000, 5 Bdrms, 2926 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 01-04-22

89 Shuey Drive, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2047 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 12-30-21,
Previous Sale: $429,000, 05-01-91

ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road #4, $460,000, 2 Bdrms, 897 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 01-03-22,
Previous Sale: $94,500, 06-01-86

32 Dos Posos, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3163 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 01-07-22,
Previous Sale: $1,975,000, 04-24-18

144 Las Vegas Road, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 1703 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 01-07-22,
Previous Sale: $1,294,000, 12-20-17

57 Lombardy Lane, $2,250,000, 6 Bdrms, 3377 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-30-21

37 Vallecito Lane, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2020 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 01-06-22



@ WHO YOU LIST WITH MATTERS.

2021 STATS

TOP 1%

RANKING IN LAMORINDA
& CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

100M+

IN SALES

45+

FAMILIES HELPED

7 vs. 15 DAYS

OUR LISTINGS SOLD 8 DAYS FASTER
THAN THE MARKET AVERAGE

+17%

OUR LISTINGS CLOSED AN AVERAGE
OF 17% ABOVE THE LIST PRICE

HOMELIGHT ACHIEVEMENTS AWARD 2021
TOP PRODUCER

L8 8 8 & ¢
FIVE STAR AWARD-WINNING REALTORS

WSJ TOP REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS IN AMERICA

ﬂ Best of Zillow

WORK WITH US IN 2022!

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574 STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633 STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
925.878.6603 925.878.1896
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

0ses only. Information is compiled
ription. All measurements

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01527235) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational
from sources deemed reliable (trendgraphi but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, col sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accu
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New home primer, Part 1

By Jim Hurley

As a handyman, it is always a pleasure to
help a new homeowner get settled. Typi-
cally, the request is to install some towel bars
and hang artwork, or maybe adjust some
doors that don’t latch. Being old, and a dad
at heart, I like to include my “New Home
Primer” on that first visit.

What’s in the primer? So glad you
asked.

Photos Jim Hurley
Water shutoff valves on the outside of a

house

First, I ask if they know where the main
water shutoff valve is. If the answer is “no,”
we walk around outside to find it. Typically,
that water main shutoff is right out front. It
may be near the garage door, or possibly in
the garden by the front door; you’ll see a
pipe coming up from the ground with a valve
in it that goes into the wall of the house.

Sometimes that main is not so easy to
find. On older homes, they might be buried
under several decades of garden soil

buildup. On rare occasions, I've found the
valve inside the garage. If the main shutoff
is not visible, I look for the meter box on the
street. The water meter has a shutoff valve
also, but it is much more difficult to access
and shut off. Finding the meter box may
help locate the main shutoff because typi-
cally the water main runs in a straight line of
sight from the meter at the street to the clos-
est point of the house. (Plumbers like to use
as little pipe as possible.) If we still can’t find
the main water shutoff at the house, the wa-
ter district will come out to help you locate it.

Sometimes finding the main shutoff is
not the end of it. Many homes have the wa-
ter main split with one line to run the irriga-
tion system (what we used to call sprinklers),
and the other supplying water to the house.
It is good to test which valve does what be-
fore an emergency and possibly label the
valves once you know which is which.

Why is that main water shutoff valve so
important? Because on very rare occasions
(think earthquakes) a water line might break
causing an unrestricted flow of water. If this
should happen, your first response must be
to go to the main valve (which you fortu-
nately had the forethought to locate) and
turn it off. Once the free flow of water is
stopped, mopping up and repairs can be
done.

Of equal importance, the second stop on
our homeowner’s tour is the gas meter. The
gas main has an inconspicuous valve in the
pipe that feeds into your gas meter. Instead
of a handle to turn, gas main valves have a
rectangular stem on one side and a nut on
the other. The long side of the stem will
align with the pipe when it is open and is
perpendicular to the pipe when it is closed.

To shut off your gas main, you provide
the handle. The hardware store sells a flat
bar shutoff wrench to keep near your gas
meter for emergency use: Don’t buy it. In-
stead I recommend spending your money on
a really big (at least 12-inch long) crescent
wrench. The flat bar is short and thin and
hurts your hand when you try to push on it.
The long crescent wrench is more comfort-
able for your hand and gives you more
leverage for turning the valve.

... continued on Page D10

wrench

Wednesday, February 16, 2022




Melanie Hello 2022

SNOW Off to a good start...

g
s T " 1

65 Silverwood Dr, Lafayette $2,395,000

1820 Cannon, Walnut Creek $695,000

Pending in 8 days Pending in 8 days

38 Sullivan Dr, Moraga $1,875,000 32 Dos Posos, Orinda $2,300,000
Happy Buyers Happy Buyers

2022 remains a sellers’ market.
If you're thinking of selling your home,
| would be happy to help.

melanie@melaniesnow.com | melaniesnow.com

925.360.0344 cell | CAL BRE #00878893
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What's that?

Whoa I've abwaoys liked
the idea of remcdaling
bt i seamed like go

rUCH work, Kinda cool
they hielp you figum #

ol

We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358 ﬁ E N K A S A

EnkasaHomes.com Unlock the potential in every home.



SORAYA GOLESORKHI

8 Dale Court, Lafayette
Represented Seller

4BR+/3BA. Impressive Mt. Diablo views
from almost every room in the house!

$2,050,000

1304 Walden Rd. #242
Walnut Creek

Represented Seller

2BR/2.5BA. Gorgeous
condo in the best location
close to 2 BART stations
and Ironhorse Trail!

$695,000

“If you've thought about selling and
you want TOP DOLLAR for your
house, NOW is the time! Call me!”

%—
Soraya Golesorkhi
925.808.8390
sg@soraya4homes.com

soraya4dhomes.com
DRE #01771736

COLDWELL BANKER
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

Remember when Moraga had a
bowling alley, a Jack in the Box,
and not much else? | do.

$38 i IF I"I__ . s
- L = = e -

Raised in Moraga and raising my kids in
Orinda, I'm as local as it gets. I've sold
Lamorinda real estate since 2003 and
have helped hundreds of buyers and
sellers in the area. Maybe | can help you
make your next move?

COMING SOON

Rheem Valley Manor single-story home with
pool. Call for details.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Ty o CEB-TEEA.OO East/North Bay Region

r.nichéIIé@ho.Icenberg_.com
. 925.324-0405

 BRE #01373412 ol
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e

©2022 Coldwell Banker. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. ths Coldwiell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group™LLC and franchisedoffices which-re independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304" ol i

- —




New Construction Homes for Sale in Lafayette by Lennar
- "

The Brant

#263 (3 Units) #264 (2 Units) #265 (1 Unit) #266 (2 Units) #267 (2 Units)
® 2Bed ® 2Bed ® 3Bed ® 1Bed ®  1Bed
Price: $524,446 (] Price: $251,745 (] Price: $594,891 Price: $452,591 Price: $59,920
3/2/2022 HOA: $743.56 ®  HOA:$743.56 ®  HOA:$743.56 HOA: $743.56 HOA: $743.56

Income: Moderate Income: Low L Income: Moderate Income: Moderate Income: Very Low

Steps to Qualify:

" y Harhold  mnctnld  Hmncheld  Herbeid Hoprer brodel
1. Create a Profile at MyHouseKeys.com/new i 3 c
a1 re 3 e 1 FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO:
2. Complete the HouseKeys Webinar Orientation Modsraits | 170% i‘]uﬁlu LR R LSO
e e R P AT
3, Meet with a HouseKeys Registered Loan Officer to get PRE-APPROVED | Lgrgdt | s, 5:&1}59 | S A0
i ' Bt e = aamumm o Sl ora ra e s, - .
4. Enter the Opportunity Drawing (Lottery) by the published deadline Liwws | 50 S 50 || | 551650 > https'//WWW'housekey514'com/thebrant
5. Register for HUD Approved 1st Time Homebuyer course *Income Categories Effective as of 12/31/2021

www.HouseKeys14.com Programs@HouseKeys.com

www.MyHouseKeys.com 877-460-5397

TERRI BATES WALKER

R L AL ESTATE

Top 1%

of Contra Costa County Agents in 2021*

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com
TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

*Based on information taken from the MLS as of January 1, 2022. Source data is deemed
reliable but not guaranteed. Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC. B&x

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

] COLDWELL BANKER REALTY




& READY TO MAKE
./ 2 AMOVE?

“cw..Y  Time to get started with Chris & Tracy.

We provide our clients with one-on-one attention
and custom solutions throughout every step of the
Chris Swim

transaction. When you call us, you get us ... not an Tracy Keaton

endless line of team members. Let's discuss your real DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
9257661447

estate goals today!
g Y chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

True client-focused, luxury real estate experience. COMPASS
Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information.

Now included with every Enjoy More at Merrill Gardens Senior Living

Find more hours in the day. Happy hours, not fixing-the-house hours, of course.

residence: More happy NOUIS  Please call or visit our website for more information. Then prepare to seize the day.

Come enjoy a meal on us!

/M MERRILL GARDENS (925) 272-0074
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549 &

SENIOR LIVING —
Lic #079200597
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Resolve to Make Your Household More Earth-Friendly in the

New Year

o = # | . L
(c) maruco / iStock via Getty Images Plus

Resolving to green up your act in the New Year? Here are just a few
tweaks you can make right at home to substantially reduce your en-
vironmental footprint.
Make Appliance Upgrades
Home appliances are improving all the time, with many newer
models designed specifically with efficiency in mind. If your home
appliances, such as your washer, dryer, dishwasher, refrigerator and
HVAC system, are on the older side, it may be time to replace one or
more of these items. Over time, you’ll offset the upfront cost with re-
duced energy bills. Plus, you’ll be helping protect the climate. Look
for ENERGY STAR-rated products, which have met strict EPA
standards.
Optimize Heating and Cooling
North American Technician Excellence (NATE) offers the follow-
ing energy-saving tips to help you keep your home comfort system
running at peak performance:
* Change your air filters monthly, or as directed by the
manufacturer.
» Add weatherstripping and caulk around windows and doors to
improve your home’s insulation. Improperly insulated walls,
floors, attics, basements and crawlspaces waste energy and can
also lead to moisture imbalance.

» Install a programmable thermostat to help regulate
temperatures.
* Don’t keep clutter near your HVACR units, and don’t store any-
thing next to them that could impede ventilation. Likewise, keep
vents and returns free of obstructions. Don’t lay carpet over
vents, place furniture over or in front of them, or obstruct
airflow.
* Dry air feels cooler than moist air. A simple humidifier may
make your home feel five degrees warmer.
* Even the most efficient system can suffer if it’s not properly
maintained. For optimum comfort and sustainability, make sure
all your HVACR installation, maintenance and other work is per-
formed by a NATE-certified technician. NATE-certified techni-
cians have demonstrated their knowledge of today’s increasingly
sophisticated heating and cooling systems by passing a nationally
recognized test developed and supported by all segments of the
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning industry. Better instal-
lation and service means your equipment will run at peak effi-
ciency. Visit natex.org for additional HVACR energy-savings tips
and resources, and to find a NATE-certified technician in your
area.
Reduce Food Waste
American food production uses 10% of the nation’s total energy
budget, 50% of its land, and 80% of its freshwater, according to
FoodRescue.net. Unfortunately, up to 40% of all food ends up in land-
fills. Label food items in your pantry and fridge and organize them by
date to help ensure you consume food before it spoils. If you see that
you’ve prepared too much of a certain item, freeze it. Of course, many
foods produce unavoidable scraps. Use them to create stock or com-
post them. Composting will reduce your home’s contribution to land-
fills while enriching your garden. Bonus: it’s also a great way to re-
duce yardwork waste.
Make an Impact Today
Want a quick project you can complete in an afternoon? Swap out
incandescent lightbulbs for energy efficient LEDs. According to the
EPA, residential LEDs -- especially ENERGY STAR-rated products -- use
at least 75% less energy, and last up to 25 times longer.
This year, consider making Earth-friendly New Year’s resolutions.
A few tweaks can reduce your household’s impact on the planet.

(StatePoint)
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New home primer, Part 1

.. continued from Page D4

Find a spot near the meter where you can leave the
wrench, (maybe on a hook on the wall), so it is there
when you need it.

The gas main valve can be very difficult to turn off,
not something you want to find out in an emergency. I
strongly advise practicing shutting it off before there is
an emergency. If you turn it off and back on quickly
there will be no problem. If you can’t turn it off, call
PG&E. They provide a free safety check service to resi-
dences. If it remains off for too long, you may need to
relight the pilot light on your water heater.

What about water heaters and electrical panels you
ask? Watch for Part 2 of the New Home Primer in an up-
coming edition of Lamorinda Weekly.

Jim Hurley is an independent
handyman with over 25 years of
experience in residential repairs.
Hopefully this free advice is helpful
to someone attempting Do-It-Yourself
home repairs. The information
presented is intended for
informational purposes and for use
by persons having appropriate
technical skill, at their own
discretion and risk.

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print
and deliver free to your home. Please thank them
and let them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy Scheck

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Mor_aga and Orinda

Kyle Davis
Owner/Partner
Senior Mortgage Consultant

Stonecastle Land & Home Financial

Direct/fax: 925-314-5299
Email: Kyle@Stonecastlemtg.com

380 Diablo R01d Suite 201 « Danville, CA 94526 « CADRE #: 01111347 / NMLS #: 274107
Broker CA DRE #: 01328838 / BROKER NMLS #: 280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000!

3.25% /3.30% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $647,200 Fixed Rates to $970,800
RATE APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 2.875% | 3.125% 3.250% | 3.300%
I5 YearFixed | 2250% |2325% | 2500% |2.625%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

information available at the time of production. Interest rate is

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any
*-a toncd astle

kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated #gures and
' Land & Home Financial

subject to borrower and property qualifying. Stonecastle Land
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re-Desngn | Rebuild 5% off

¥ 995.655-7528 LLULIT]
of this ad

New Builds
Staining

Restoration @
... and so much more! ﬂm’

Lic #962764 - . Check us out on Yelp and Google!
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Cynthia Brian’s February Gardening Guide

T _"" - "

Add a rock dry creek and mulich to your Marvelous magnolia liliiflora, known as the Photos Cynthia Brian
garden. tulip magnolia. A bounty of tangelos on the citrus tree.
Here are some tasks to accomplish now.

- Ifyou haven’t already, it is time to turn on the sprinklers and give your garden a deep drink. Check the sprinkler heads on lawns as
grass tends to grow over them when not in use during the winter months. If your irrigation system needs a tune-up, professionals have told
me that winter is the ideal occasion to schedule appointments for repairs or installations. In the summer months, when we need to irrigate
the most, specialists are swamped with emergencies.

- Water in the morning to give plants the opportunity to dry out before night.

- Fertilize trees, shrubs, and ground covers. When it comes to fertilizers, people often wonder what N, P, K mean. N stands for nitrogen
which stimulates leaf formation to give plants the luminous, healthy green. P is phosphorus which encourages strong root formation, aids
in flowering and fruit set. K is for potassium providing disease resistance and hardiness to plants. The three numbers that you see on labels
such as 5-10-15 indicate the percentage of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium that the product contains. This listing is required by law on
all packages of organic, synthetic, and chemical fertilizers. Keep in mind that although nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium are necessary
to maintain plant health, there are more than 20 other nutrients needed as well.

- Get a head-start on pulling weeds while they are small, and the ground is malleable. Weeds harbor disease.
- Apply snail bait around plants that are susceptible to snails and slugs.
- Use an organic systemic insecticide around the base of roses to prevent the first flush of aphids.

- Spray fruit trees, roses, and citrus with dormant oil to protect them from overwintering insects and fungal diseases. Copper Sulfate is
approved for organic use and offers a strong defense against fungal pathogens. Be sure to follow all safety and application instructions, as
copper is a potent control method, and should be used responsibly. Do not spray on windy days. Wash any citrus before consuming.
Harvest tangelos, lemons, oranges and limes as needed.

- Check for mole and gopher activity. These rodents do not take a winter hiatus. It’s best to trap them before they reproduce.

... continued on Page D13
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Cynthia Brian’s February
Gardening Guide

... continued from Page D12
- Complete pruning of roses, grapes and berry bushes.

- Sanitize tools between use. Alcohol, bleach, or
hydrogen peroxide solutions are recommended.

- Cut small branches of peach or crabapple to force the
blooms for an indoor arrangement.

- Plan an edible garden. What vegetables and herbs do
you love the most? Find out what varieties are best
planted from seed (arugula for instance) and what plants
are better purchased in six-packs, quarts, or gallons.
(tomatoes, in my opinion).

- Dress your garden with fresh mulch or chipped bark
to maintain moisture, control temperatures, and minimize
weeds.

- Add arock dry creek to an area with run-off.

- Peruse gardening books and seed catalogs for ideas on
what you want to plant. This season I suspect that we will
be sowing seeds earlier as the soil warm:s.

- Repot houseplants. Remove dead leaves, add fresh soil,
give them a sunshine retreat outdoors for a few hours.

- Enhance a corner of your exterior with a wall fountain
and colorful potted plants.

- Build a path or walkway that will integrate into the
landscape and complement your home.

- Get outside to soak up the Vitamin D. Garden, stroll in
a park, hike a trail, or walk the reservoir. Pay attention to
the natural landscape.

- Check out the FREE Seed Bank at Moraga Library. Free
vegetable, herbs, flowers, and milkweed seeds are
available thanks to the efforts of the Moraga Garden Club,
the high school all-girl Scout Troop 401 and middle school
Girl Scout Troop 33778. - www.moragagardenclub.com

Although California needs increased precipitation, and we
must all continue to be diligent in conserving water, I
admit that I am enjoying springtime in February
immensely. The hills are currently green, cows are
munching on the plentiful grass, the air smells fresh, and
the creeks are trickling. A bit of the winter bite remains as
soon as the sun sets, and the moon rises. It is a lovely time
to be outside expressing gratitude for Mother Earth. There
is indeed dignity in digging in the dirt, and of course, it is
what I write about so that we will prosper and thrive
through nature.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

OUR HOMES

Ornamental pear tree in full bloom.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page:
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Enhance an exterior wall with a small fountain and Viburnum is covered in masses of sweet-smelling white
colorful potted plants. : e — blossoms.

Peter Pan daffodils are
sunny and bright.
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Cynthia Brian sits on a green hillside.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised
in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are!
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

mily owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Jewelry ¢« Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday
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ORINDA

11 Ranch Road

Rare 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on 1.17 acres
w/ gorgeous level lawns & patios.
Gracious 3826 sqft home - create

your dream!

$3,035,000

23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought
after neighborhoods. Close to
Highway 24 & downtown!

$575,000

LAFAYETTE

Leased!

3342 S Lucille Lane

Located in Lafayette Valley Estates
is this 1154 sqft rancher w/ 3 beds/
2 baths. Close distance to trails,
parks, & top rated schools!

$3,500/mo

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

11 La Fond

Single level 4 bed/ 3 bath home on
.71 private acre lot w/ updated
kitchen & family room, pool, &

outdoor kitchen!
$2,350,000

Pending!

651 Evelyn Court
Gorgeous 2958 sqft 4bed/ 3.5
bath rancher. Gourmet kitchen.
Solar w/battery. CA Closets.
Ethernet. Large cul-de-sac lot!

$2,350,000

MORAGA

2 Moraga Valley Lane

Beautifully updated 2793 sqft single

story home. 3 bed + office/ 2.5

bath situated on .28 acre lot w/ golf

$2,880,000

course views!

ORINDA

Pending!
8445 Wildcat Drive
Incredible 3 bed/ 3 bath w/ bonus

loft, formal office, soaring ceilings &
picturesque windows to capture the

amazing views!
$1,895,000

LAFAYETTE

r:f"_'i.'f*‘_" New T.istir;g!

3172 Stanley Bivd

Charming 4 bed/ 2.5 bath home
conveniently close to freeway &
BART w/ great outdoor living &

entertaining!
$1,598,000

WALNUT CREEK

iy e

310 Beacon Ridge Lane
Private 3 bed/ 3 bath end unit
townhouse w/ view of hiking trails
& walking distance to pool &

tennis courts!

$1,200,000

Pending!

22 Valencia Road

Special 4 bed/ 3 bath home located
in desirable Del Ray neighborhood
w/ bonus room & close distance to

schools!
$1,695,000

LAFAYETTE

3235 Mt. Diablo Court #102
Single level luxury 2 bed/ 2 bath
condo located on cul-de-sac w/
open floor plan & exquisite
designer finishes!

$5,500/mo

PLEASANT HILL

241 Western Hills Drive
Lovely 2 story 3 bed/ 2.5 bath duet
on .23 acres in the heart of
Pleasant Hill! Light & bright w/

many upgrades!

$889,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on

The Village
Associates:
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



