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Joan Holt receives framed replica of WFB mural
that depicts her siblings in the back row (second
from left) Sharron Levy and (second from right)
Sam Levy at Willow Springs School in 1957
Photo Vera Kochan

Published April 10th, 2024

Two individuals in Moraga's Wells Fargo Bank mural
identified
By Vera Kochan

Customers of the Wells Fargo Bank in Moraga have now
grown used to the lobby's mural, reflecting some of the
town's history, that was installed in January of 2020.
WFB initiated their Community Mural Project back in
1998, and has since installed more than 2,400 murals in
locations nationwide. More locally, there are over 175
throughout the Bay Area. The murals are not painted -
rather, they are designed by a team of graphic artists to
create collage-style historical art. 

Moraga's 8.7 foot wide by 4.8 foot high mural contains
photos of Saint Mary's College, the iconic Moraga Center
sign, the Carroll family and their horses c.1920, a
sweeping view of the Moraga Valley, and Willow Spring
School's eighth grade graduating class of 1957 (11
students). 

WFB had offered a special bonus regarding each of their
nationally located murals. If a family member of anyone
featured in the murals was able to identify their
relatives, they would be presented with a framed replica
of the mural as a gift. Almost exactly four years later,

Lamorinda Weekly received a phone call from someone who could identify two family members in the Willow
Spring School photo. 

Joan (Huff) Holt, who grew up in Moraga, was able to confirm that her older brother (Sam) and sister
(Sharron), who were twins, were in the photo taken when they were 14 years old. Their last name was Levy
from their mom's first marriage. Back in the day, Holt said that locals referred to Willow Spring School as
"Old Moraga School". 

Another sister had seen Lamorinda Weekly's Feb.19, 2020 article about the mural's original installation on a
social media site and forwarded it to Sam's caregiver. "He had suffered a stroke, and his memory comes
and goes," explained Holt. "When he saw the photo from the article he recognized it and knew that it was
him and his sister." Sharron passed away in January 2017, but Sam will turn 81 in May, and since the photo
brought him so much joy, Holt made the six hour, round-trip drive from her home in West Point, Calif. to
visit Moraga and pick up the framed replica of the mural as a birthday gift for her brother. She plans on
making another six hour drive to visit Sam, who now lives in Winnemucca, Nevada. 

"My brother liked to joke that the reason he was born with a bent nose is that Sharron kept pushing on it in
the womb," chuckled Holt, while pointing to Sam in the mural. Her six member family (two parents and four
siblings) grew up on Larch Avenue near St. Monica Catholic Church. She herself never attended Willow
Spring, but did go from school to school in the Moraga system, as was typical back in the day, to finally
graduate from Campolindo High School. 

Holt's family moved to Moraga in 1951, when Larch was a gravel-covered, one-lane street. She grew up
knowing the Carr, Sanders, Larch, and Baitx families, and her father, John Huff, was a captain for the
Moraga Fire Department, located on School Street, between 1955-1976. Their one-acre lot was home to a
few horses, which was not unusual during those early years. 

Occasionally driving to Moraga to visit with old friends, Holt remarked about the changes she's noticed to
the town, "It's so packed! It's so crowded! There are so many people living here." In this case, crowded is
truly in the eye of the beholder.

Reach the reporter at: vera@lamorindaweekly.com
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