
Council Approves $37K

Study to Attract Retailers

Councilmember Brands Mor-

aga “a Retail Sybill”

On April 11th the Town

Council approved a $37,000

study to help it attract retailers

after discussing the town’s re-

tail woes.

The study will be per-

formed by staff from the Ann

Arbor, Michigan office of

Map Info, a national research

firm. It should be completed

by the end of summer.

Map Info mostly does

research for retailers before

they decide to move into an

area. Eight of the top 10 na-

tional retailers, and seven of

the top 10 specialty retailers,

all chain stores, are clients of

Map Info. Map Info also does

studies for cities to advise

them on retailer recruitment

and retention.

Town Manager Phil

Vince told the council that

Moraga receives about

$650,000 per year in retail

sales tax revenue, but Moraga

residents make 75% of their

taxable purchases outside of

Moraga. 

Map Info Account man-

ager Patricia Bell told the

council she hoped that Mor-

aga’s sales tax “leakage”

could be reduced from 75% to

50% or lower. Jenny Boyd,

President of the Chamber of

Commerce of Moraga, ex-

pressed a similar goal of re-

ducing the leakage from 75%

to 50% at the Chamber’s

meeting last month. 

Mayor Mike Metcalf

spoke in favor of the study,

pointing out that the town’s

annual operating expenses in

the last fiscal year were about

$200,000 more than the

town’s operating revenues. “If

we don’t do something we’re

going to go broke,” Metcalf

emphasized. 

Councilmember Ken

Chew initially expressed

skepticism about the study.

“Won’t the free market take

care of it?” he wondered.

“Haven’t we already been

doing this (recruiting retail-

ers)?” he asked. “Our problem

is the leaking roofs in the

shopping center,” Chew as-

serted.

Councilmember Dave

Trotter, who is on the

council’s specific plan

committee, responded to

Chew that the town has never

before systematically

recruited retailers, and that the

town “can send a message to

the free market” that “here’s a

plan that will revitalize the

center.” 

Trotter reminded Bell

that Moraga must be unique in

the state of California in hav-

ing a three mile radius to the

south empty, and being four to

five miles from the nearest

freeway on the north. Bell ad-

mitted that Moraga had some

unique challenges, but never-

theless believed that her firm’s

study would be able to help

the town attract retailers.

Councilmember Linda

Deschambault told Bell that

“lots of people here want to

stay a bedroom community.”

“We don’t want a Baja Fresh;

we don’t want a Petco; we

don’t want a Starbucks; we

don’t want a Gottashalks,”

Deschambault said. She sug-

gested that perhaps an Ele-

phant Pharmacy or a Nitro

Dog would be more desirable

in Moraga.

“I have a hard time be-

lieving that we’re terminally

unique,” Vince replied. “There

were 52 people ahead of me in

line at Starbucks yesterday.

We may be unique in geogra-

phy, and we have some eco-

tourism, but we also fit into

many of the standard cate-

gories,” Vince said.

“We’re a retail Sybill

here in Moraga,” said Coun-

cilmember Rochelle Bird.

“We say one thing and do an-

other. We say we want mom

and pop but we truck off to

Costco to buy our toothpaste.”

“We need to be equipped as a

town to make our case to cap-

ture the opportunity. We are

not prepared for that,” Bird

claimed.

Bell assured

Deschambault that her firm’s

study would not only focus on

attracting chain stores, but

would also provide

information which could help

existing retailers be more

successful, and might also

help attract niche retailers.

After that assurance,

Deschambault made the

motion to fund the study,

which was seconded by Bird

and unanimously adopted by

the council.
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Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Moraga
City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School

1010 Camino Pablo

Calendar

check online:

Town of Moraga:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Wednesday, Apr 25

Wednesday, May 9

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, May 7

Monday, May 21

Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Apr 23

Monday, May 14

Park & Rec. 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room 

2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, May 15

Youth Involvement 7:30pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, May 10

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station

1280 Moraga Way

Friday, May 11

The Right Lender to KnowTM

“My clients keep coming back

because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant

Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.rpm-mortgage.com • serving Lamorinda

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

925-627-7109

Council Approves $37K Study to
Attract Retailers
Councilmember Brands Moraga “a Retail Sybill”
By Steve Angelides

across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3  •  1480 G Moraga Road

Moraga Shopping Center
(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)

Sale • 5 Days Only
4/18-4/22

25% Off
(in stock only)
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Red Cross

PLEASE GIVE

BLOOD
THE NEED IS DIRE

Moraga Beautiful Week
Saturday May 5th, 10AM to 4PM

Moraga Shopping Center (in front of McCaulou’s)
for info & sign up call Janet Forman (925) 935-8808

D.U.I., 4/07/07  Chevrolet Sub-

urban almost struck someone

in a parking lot on Ascot Drive.

Underage male suspect had an

open container and marijuana

in the vehicle.  Blood alcohol

level above the legal limit.

D.U.I., 4/06/07  Officer pulled

over vehicle on Moraga Road

and detected odor of alcohol.

Driver, who is a juvenile, had a

blood alcohol level of .12%.

D.U.I., 4/02/07  Officer

stopped a vehicle at the 7 – 11

parking lot, for erratic driving.

Driver’s blood alcohol level

was measured twice, once the

reading was .15%, the second

time the reading was .17%.

Possession of alcohol, 4/02/07

Call regarding trespassers at

pool area of an Ascot Drive

apartment complex.  Underage

suspect had a large amount of

alcohol and marijuana.

Commercial burglary, 4/1/07

The Karate & Fitness Center had

its glass front door shattered.

Computer monitor stolen.  No

suspects or witnesses.

Auto burglary, 4/1/07  Rear dri-

ver’s window broken on a

parked vehicle near Bollinger

Canyon and St. Mary’s Road.

Purse and brief case missing.

Mike Majchrzak, Moraga's Citizen of the Year, 
with Supervisor Gayle Uilkema at the award
ceremony held April 5 at St. Mary's Soda Center 

Moraga Beautiful Week: 
The Awakening of  Sleeping Beauty?
By Sophie Braccini

Is May 5th the beginning

of Moraga’s future?

Moraga Beautiful Week is a

long tradition that is taking

a turn this year toward mak-

ing the town a more vibrant

and innovative place.

For almost 25 years,

the Town of Moraga and the

Moraga Chamber of Com-

merce have been partnering

in a town wide “spring

cleaning”.  The key to the

success of the week has

been the large involvement

of community volunteers

who show up to weed, trim

and paint public parks and

other community locations.

This year the week will

be kicked off on Saturday

May 5th by a Fair in each

shopping center. The Mor-

aga Center will feature an

Energy Fair and a Health

and Safety Expo from 11am

to 5pm, while the Rheem

Shopping Center will host

an Art, Wine and Merchants

Exhibit. 

continued on page 5
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