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Thanks to Jay Lifson, the
quick thinking Executive

Director of the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce, the trees along
Mt. Diablo Boulevard will
sparkle with brand new, energy
efficient twinkle lights in time for
the holiday season.

The fate of the lights was
dim earlier this year.  Property
owners resoundingly rejected an
increase in the Landscape and
Lighting Tax assessment this
summer.  Since the increase
didn’t pass, the City Council had
to look at options for reducing ex-
penditures, twinkle lights were
cut and a number of other items
were reduced.  With hat in hand,

Lifson politely asked the City
Council to reconsider their deci-
sion.  Because the Chamber of
Commerce was willing to put up
$13,000, half of the total cost of
$26,000, and two additional busi-
ness donations of $2,000 had
been received to offset
Lafayette’s portion of the cost,
the City Council was willing to
renegotiate.  Any additional busi-
ness donations, which the Cham-
ber is actively soliciting, will go
directly to the City to further re-
duce the cost of the lights. 

It was in a nick of time too,
as Public Works needed to know
the very next day, to order and get
them installed before Thanksgiv-

ing.  The lights were last replaced
in 1999.  The new completely re-
placed and upgraded LED lights
use just one-tenth of the energy of
traditional lights.  Next year, it’s
estimated that the lights will cost
approximately $11,000. to main-
tain.  It might be well below that
the following year.

“Let’s be a leader on this,”
said Lifson, regarding showing
the community a way to light the
downtown and save a tremen-
dous amount of energy.  The ben-
efits of the twinkle lights, “aren’t
quantifiable, in terms of shoppers
or sales tax revenue.  We can’t let
the downtown go dark.  Its just a
feel good thing.” 

“I 100% support businesses
stepping up,” said City Council
Member Mike Anderson.  He
commended Lifson for a good ef-
fort given the short amount of
time.  The City Council was in
unanimous agreement. Look for
Mt. Diablo Boulevard to shine
once again this holiday season.    

Twinkle Lights Saved!
By Cathy Tyson

Last year's Diablo Foods’ tree stands in for lack of twinkle light photo                Photo Andy Scheck

Ware  Des ign s
Fine Jewelry since 1977

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 9/30/07.
Usually insatlled while you wait. 
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

$250 OFF

A Local Contractor Living & Working In
The Lamorinda Area For Over 20 Years

FREE Estimates 283-8621

A Color Coordinated Exterior Paint 
Job By us will make your home 
Appraisal at least $20,000 Higher!
B.A. Neilson, April 2003

Fully Insured State Contractors Lic. #342005

All Work Supervised By Owner/Contractor
• Re-painting Specialist 
• Color Coordinating
• Remodeling 

• Restorations 
• Waterproofing
• Redwood Deck Renewal
• Acoustic Ceiling Removal

Complete Interior
or Exterior
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open
tue-sat

9:30-4:30

Superior Quality
at Competitive Prices

 Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
 Decks
 Room Additions
 Hardwood Floors
 Door & Window Replacement
 And More …

(925) 254 - 4080Mobile: (925) 286-8685
JadConstructionGroup@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

Jerzy Adamczyk
Owner/General Contractor

License #598907

JAD Construction is a 
Lamorinda based company.
Family owned and operated 

with over 20 years experience
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Get your skin ready for the Holiday’s!

The Nature of Sience & Beauty
Free Hair Removal (10min) with any Botox® Cosmetic

(min 25 units purchased)
Free Hand or Foot Treatment with any Spa Facial

$100 Off Fraxel Laser Treatment
FRAXEL® Laser Treatment - Botox® Cosmetic - Restylane and more

William Birdsong, MD  •  The Clocktower, 3579 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 283-6975 •  www.aspenmedspa.com

Call Today for a free Clarity Pro Computerized Skin Analysis! Value $50. Expires 11/30/07




