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Lamorinda Community

Calendar
City Council Tpm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, September 2

Planning Comm. 7:00pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, August 26

Parks & Recreation Comm. 7pm
Orinda Community Center Room 7

28 Orinda Way

Wednesday, September 10
Public Safety Comm. ~ 7pm
Sarge Littlehale Community Room

22 Orinda Way

Tuesday, September 11

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 9am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Monday, September 8

(no Meeting in August)
check online:

Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
« all meeting notes

» calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org/
* local businesses

* upcomming events

ORINDA :

Car Burglary, 8/12/08 An un-
known suspect forced entry
into a locked Volvo XC90
parked on Camino Pablo. Per-
sonal property not itemized in

the police report valued at
$1,035 was taken.

Forgery/Fraud, 8/12/08 A sus-
pect cashed a check from a
Berkeley business at a down-
town Orinda bank for $6,500.
Turns out the check was stolen,
the manager of the filched
check business believes an em-
ployee was in on it.

Crazy by the side of the road,
8/12/08 A 60-year-old man
was sitting on the ground at
Gateway Boulevard and Upton
Road at 7:15 p.m. An officer
noted the individual displayed
delusional behavior and men-
tioned he was not taking his
medication. The gentleman
was transported to Contra
Costa County Regional Med-
ical Center and placed on a 72-
hour hold.

Very grand theft, 8/10/08
Someone entered a locked and
alarmed house on Heather
Lane over an approximately
four month period and re-
moved $33,000. worth of
property. Unfortunately noth-
ing was seen or heard. The
victim believes the thief may
be a cleaning person or handy-
man.

Council Campaign Starts on a Negative Note

By Lee Borrowman

ess than a week after the filing

deadline for City Council can-
didates, the first volley of the cam-
paign was launched in Orinda. On
August 13, challenger Robert
Larsen sent a public letter to in-
cumbent Steve Glazer demanding
full disclosure of Glazer’s financial
involvement with the Wilder devel-
opment at Gateway. Glazer has re-
cused himself from discussions and
votes relating to the project and
Larsen has been a harsh critic of this
decision for the past couple of
years.

Larsen’s letter reads, “I be-
lieve you are obligated to disclose
why you recuse yourself from any
matters concerning Wilder. I have
reviewed your Form 700 (State-
ment of Economic Interests, which
requires the disclosure of direct fi-
nancial relationships) for the current
election year and for all previous
years of your service on the Coun-
cil; I see no mention of your affili-
ation with Wilder.”

Glazer stated firmly, “I have
had and I continue to have a busi-
ness relationship with a financial
partner involved in the Wilder proj-
ect. For that reason, I have recused
myself from taking part in discus-
sions and decisions regarding that
project. I have consistently held this
position during my four years on
the City Council.” As for the Form
700, Glazer says, “T’ve fully com-
plied with the law.”

In a written statement issued
last week Larsen further stated,
“Councilmember Glazer plans on
continuing his business with the
largest development in this City’s
history while walking out of Coun-
cil meetings anytime the subject
comes up for the next four years.”

Glazer says he does not un-
derstand why Larsen is targeting
him. “Mr. Larsen has similar con-
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flicts with the Wilder project and
now states that he will recuse him-
self. In previous public statements,
Larsen has said that I should ignore
the law and vote on Wilder matters.
Now he says I am correct to recuse
myself and if he is elected, he will
do the same.”

Larsen, a resident of the Sun-
rise Hills neighborhood near the de-
velopment, was a vocal opponent of
the Wilder project. He stated last
week that he, too, would have to re-
cuse himself from issues pertaining
to Wilder: “Over the past several
years our property experienced
some damage. We made a claim
against Wilder for these damages.
Wilder denied any responsibility.
We reached an agreement with
Wilder regarding these damages
(which includes) a provision that
we would never voice any opposi-
tion with respect to Wilder.”

Should Larsen be elected, an-
other potential conflict of interest
would be the proximity of his resi-
dence to Wilder; councilmembers
must recuse themselves from dis-
cussion of any development project
within 500 feet of their residence.

Larsen’s recent statements
seem to indicate that he believes
Glazer’s conflict of interest with
Wilder should prevent him from
serving on the Council. Unfortu-
nately, Larsen left town shortly after
issuing his statements and as of
press time he had not responded to
requests for clarification of his po-
sition.

Glazer, on the other hand, had
much to say. “Mr. Larsen has con-
tinually harassed me at numerous
Council meetings on this matter. ..
the law on recusal is straightfor-
ward. If you have a professional or
personal conflict on any matter be-
fore the Council you must recuse
yourself. Our Council’s strict ad-

herence to these rules is what builds
citizen trust that Council decisions
will always serve the interest of the
residents rather than a private con-
cern. The residents would be better
served with a discussion of the is-
sues rather than (Larsen’s) harsh
and baseless personal attacks.”

Wednesday, August 20, 2008

Orinda

Residential and
Restoration
Painting Services

Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

David Collins, Orinda

925-254-6882

The Nuts and Bolts:
Steve Glazer first formally recused himself from
Wilder discussions at the Council meeting of Febru-
ary 1,2005. According to the minutes of that meet-
ing, Glazer disclosed that after the Montanera
project (an earlier incarnation of the project that is
now known as Wilder) received final City approval
for the development plan, he was approached in
March of 2001 to work with the project. His com-
pany, which provides strategic and communica-
tions consulting, spent about 22 months assisting
with State and Federal environmental reviews until
the project was changed and the environmental
impacts were reduced. A modified development
application was subsequently submitted.
Although this involvement did not neces-
sarily disqualify him from participating in the Wilder
discussions because it had been more than twelve
months since his employ and he did not have a fi-
nancial interest in the outcome, Glazer was con-
cerned that, “The perception is as important as the
reality.” He said at that time, “Public confidence in
government is based upon the belief that the
elected representatives have only one boss - the
citizenry, the voters, the taxpayers." Glazer decided

it would not be "ethical or right to participate in the
discussion and review" of the project.

Glazer disclosed an additional conflict in
July, 2005. Glazer explained that while involved on
a project outside of Orinda he found that an indi-
vidual with a financial interest in that project also
had an interest in the Wilder development.

Larsen has addressed the Council on the
conflict of interest issue on more than one occa-
sion. According to the minutes, on December 19,
2006, he stated has not understood why Glazer
had recused himself on Gateway matters as he be-
lieved it was important for all Councilmembers to
act on the issue. On March 6, 2007, Larsen noted
the Mayor had announced his recusal (from Wilder
issues) due to past business relations with the de-
veloper, but he felt that the State did not require
this type of recusal

Having initially recused himself from the
issue, Glazer is obligated to continue to do so. That
Glazer subsequently entered a relationship with
an entity that has an interest in Wilder is in addi-
tion to the original cause and he has routinely
cited both conflicts when recusing himself from
those discussions.

Orinda’s Night Out—A Great Success
By Andrea A. Firth

ver 500 Orindans got out to

meet and greet their neigh-
bors as part of the Orinda Night
Out event held on August Sth.
Enticed with barbeque food, ice
cream sundaes, fine wines, and
visits from the city staff and po-
lice and fire departments, resi-
dents poured into the streets.

“We had a great evening,”
reports Diane Millette. “We had
over 50 people, four fire engines,
two police cars, and [Council
Member] Amy Worth graced us
with an appearance and shared
ice cream,” she adds.

In an effort to foster a
greater sense of community and
improve disaster preparedness
across the city, the Public Safety
Advisory Commission had been
promoting the neighborhood
event for the past few months.
“We were very pleased with the
success of the evening,” reports
Rebecca Kunzman, a member of
the Commission. “There were 13
neighborhood events  held
throughout Orinda which in-
cluded 27  Neighborhood
Watch/Emergency Preparedness
groups.”

“August Night Out pro-
vided a great opportunity for
members of the police force to
spend time with residents,” re-
ports Orinda Police Chief Bill
French who attended several
neighborhood events.

... continued on page 6
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makeovers

by Living Lean

i Middle -age spread had me down. | felt
sluggish, tired, was not sleeping well,
not to mention the clothes were tight.

Quality books
Good prices

CANETTI S BOOKSHOP
We sell & trade gently read books

Gift certificates available

39 Moraga Way * Orinda ¢ 925.258.9076
OPEN 10am-8pm EVERY DAY!

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515
Dartlene Hattersley
925.360.95 88

COLDIWELL
BAMKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

TheHattersleys.com  Heping You Ahieve Your Goals!

i Estate in a Park-Like Setting with a Luxurious, Five Bedroom,
‘ _Five and One-Half Bath Home. Exciting Executive Amenities are in an
| Elegant, Expansive Floorplan. Zoned 5 Acre min. By Appointment Only.

NEW CENTURY
-Kitchen (S— Bath -

One source, One commitment

Specialists of stone & tile installation.
Custom natural & engineering stone countertops,

Cabinetry ¢ High-End Fixtures.

Also servicing tear out & preparation.
Your expert source in customizing your

remodeling needs.

Showroom hours: Mon-Fri 8:00- 5:00, Sat 10:00-4:00

2500 Teagarden St. Suite B
San Leandro CA 94577
T: 510-347-1818

www.nckb.com

# Daily Pet Visits while You're away
# Mid-Day Dog Walks
# Barb Pensky, Orinda owner

All Fur Love Pet Care

Vacation Plans? Don't forget your pets!

(925) 212-7422
0, ¥ 4

[ www.AllFurLovePetCare.com }

bonded &
insured

On a good friend's recommendation q
| decided to try Living Lean 2 1/2 f
months ago. The results have been '
amazing: my percentage of body fat
dropped from 27 to 20, | lost 12 Ibs of
fat and gained almost 3 Ibs. of muscle.
Losing fat while gaining muscle has
rewed up my metabolism. Best of all
| have much more energy, sleep through
the night consistently and have gone
down almost 2 clothing sizes. Sheena's
careful monitoring and her enthusiastic
trainers make all the difference. Living
Lean is a life-style change. It is fun and
hard work with visible results!

—NMarty Lenzi

marty lenzi

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK,
CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

based on equity raised.
ﬁ_ Clients have invgsted into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

|
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1031 Replacement Property Solutions

living lean.

The Living Lean Program
For more information call Sheena at:

(925) 360-7051

Space is limited so call today.
Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. * Member FINRA/SiPC






