
During its February 25th meet-

ing, the Moraga Town Coun-

cil crafted a resolution to accept a

$50,000 restoration project submit-

ted by Wilder Development to miti-

gate the environmental impact of

their major housing construction in

Orinda.  The project calls for the cre-

ation of a pond on Mulholland

Ridge, off of Donald Drive, that will

help restore the natural habitat and

improve drainage.

At a prior meeting, the Coun-

cil refused the donation because it in-

cluded no funds with which to main-

tain the pond after the first five years.

This time around, the Town negoti-

ated the funding of a $10,000 en-

dowment for ongoing maintenance.

Warden Nicole Kosicki of the

California Department of Fish and

Game, which imposed the remedia-

tion requirement on Wilder, had

originally opposed this solution

since the agency wants to see con-

crete work being done with the re-

mediation money.  “Ms. Kosicki is

a very tough negotiator,” com-

mented Mayor Dave Trotter, “we

want to commend her flexibility.

We would have liked more money

for the endowment, but that’s what

we got.”

In addition, Kosicki assured

the Council that in the event of flood

damage to the pond, the Town

would not be responsible for restor-

ing it and nature would be allowed

to take its course.

Moraga’s Planning Commis-

sion and Design Review

Board (DRB) met jointly on Feb-

ruary 23rd to approve the precise

development plan for the Palos

Colorados project subdivision.

The document contains the plans

of the semi-custom homes that

could be built on the site by Rich-

field Investment Corporation,

without the DRB’s approval.  As

they examined the details of the

plan, both the Commission and

the Board raised more questions

than could be answered by the

documents at hand and residents

in attendance expressed serious

concerns as well.  

At its previous meeting on

February 2, the Planning Com-

mission was asked to approve the

plan.  The Commissioners felt

then that they needed to have the

input of the Design Review

Board, in particular regarding ar-

chitectural design issues and

about the project’s design guide-

lines.  

At this point, the developer

has presented eight different

semi-custom home designs that

need approval.  Rick Sabella,

Richfield’s president, explained

to all in attendance that he ex-

pects that most property owners

will want to custom build their

homes; however, about 20% of

the 123 residences could be, ac-

cording to his experience, built

using the models included in the

plan.  These representations were

accompanied by the project’s de-

sign guidelines, a set of rules that

will ensure a certain harmony in

the development.  These internal

guidelines are subject to compli-

ance with the Town’s guidelines.

The public expressed three

main concerns:  First, the size of

the homes far exceeds the origi-

nal 2800- 4800 square

feet(sqf)that was originally

planned.  The lots exceeding

20,000sqf (half of the total) are

eligible to see construction in ex-

cess of 5000sqf, in fact the

biggest semi-custom home is

6700sqf, not including the garage

and a potential secondary unit. 

Second, when the vested

tentative map was approved, all

parties were told that green build-

ing elements would be included

in the plan later in the process. It

has now been determined that the

law applicable is what was in ef-

fect at the time the document was

approved, which was before the

town passed its green building or-

dinance. 

Third, residents asked why

secondary units should be in-

cluded in the plan if their accept-

ance as affordable housing by the

State was dubious.

Planning Director Lori

Salamack easily explained the

size matter.  Per an agreement be-

tween the town and Richfield,

Moraga will not get half a million

dollars from the developer if the

size of the home is limited below

5000sqf.  The developer said he

was prepared to limit the size

and not pay the monies; this sug-

gestion did not thrill the Com-

mission. Vice-Chair Bruce

Whitley insisted that a ratio be-

tween lot size and floor area for

lots above 20,000sqf be calcu-

lated.  At this time the Town

does not have such ratios and

does not impose size limits.

When the green building el-

ement came up for discussion,

Richfield’s attorney explained

that the town green building ordi-

nance couldn’t apply to the proj-

ect since the vested tentative map

was approved before the Council

passed a green building ordinance

ordinance.  She added, “If you

snooze, you lose.”  

Whitley promised, “We will

apply the highest scrutiny to your

project.”  

When Chair Margaret

Goglia asked the Town’s attorney,

“Has the train left the station?”

He replied, “Partially,” adding the

areas in which the Town could

impose conditions were now lim-

ited. 

When it came to looking at

the different home designs Scott

Rivers, the architect for the de-

veloper, made a compelling pres-

entation and everyone on the

DRB agreed that the homes

seemed very well thought out.

However they indicated that they

did not have enough time to thor-

oughly review all the aspects of

the documents and asked for

more time.

Commissioner Lee Hayes,

who was sitting on the Commis-

sion for the last time and has a

background in landscape archi-

tecture, made a point to raise all

the elements that, in his view,

were missing in the document

from that vantage point.  He

asked the next version include el-

ements on water usage, size of the

trails, hardscape in public areas,

color palette, type of permeable

surface used for walkways, type

of retaining walls, type of

drainage and more. 

The Planning Commission

and DRB  agreed to reconvene at

a later session to continue their

scrutiny of the project.
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SB Painting
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193
CA Lic. 555600

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

BUSHVELD CONSTRUCTION 
CA License #762192 - Insured - Local Referrals Available 

Serving the area for 16 years!  We are creative in saving costs! 

Ofc/Fax:925.465.4398 Cell:925.989.9308  
cmkudrnac@astound.net

Specializing in all types of outdoor
projects & living spaces (decks, retaining 
walls, drainage, fireplaces, kitchens, etc).   
Proficient in solving structural problems. 

JV LUCAS PAVING

Lic # 195560

Call
now for
Winter
rates!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP
FOURTH GENERATION PAVING COMPANY

• Driveways
• Private Roads
• Tennis & Sports Courts
• Parking Lots
• Subdivisions
• Seal Coating

925-283-8027
RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL

SAN FRANCISCO SHOWROOM 
TELEPHONE: 415-864-0800   FACSIMILE: 415-864-0856 
195 RHODE ISLAND STREET  SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 

WALNUT CREEK DESIGN STUDIO  
TELEPHONE: 925-939-3495   FACSIMILE: 925-939-3063   
1196 BOULEVARD WAY, # 3  WALNUT CREEK, CA  94595 

WEBSITE: WWW.STUDIOMEHLER.COM   EMAIL: CREATE@STUDIOMEHLER.COM 

Fine custom cabinetry  
for all areas of the home 

Palos Colorados Project: If  You Snooze, You Lose
By Sophie Braccini

Prudential
California Realty

Jim Colhoun
Fine Homes Specialist

Lamorinda native Jim Colhoun is starting
his 20th year with Prudential California
Realty and was ranked as their top
producing agent in Northern California in
2007 and 2008. His local perspective as a
Moraga resident and experience with
hundreds of home sales can  help you in
achieving your real estate goals as either a
buyer or seller in today's challenging
market. 
Call or email  Jim
for a confidential
review of your real
estate needs and
long-term plans. 
Work with a top
producer who
knows how to get
the job done!

925-962-6101
$ 1,995,000

222 El Toyonal
First time on market for magical home in Orinda
hills. Custom built by Dieter Scholz with separate
guest house, full gym. & Briones water views.
Over 3200 s.f on .62 acres. Take a Visual Tour at
www.222ElToyonal.com. No open houses; 
call Jim or your local agent for a private showing.

$ 799,000
106 Alta Mesa Court

Terrific price for Moraga Ridge four bedroom home
with over 2480 s.f. and elegant upgrades and 
designer touches. Great views and top 
location. Swimming pool and tennis too. See  
Visual tour at www.106AltaMesaCourt.com or
call Jim for a private showing. 

$799,000
3577 Boyer Circle

Charming Lafayette cottage close to town in
secluded setting with gorgeous Mt. Diablo views.
4 bdr & 2 ba with remodeled kitchen and bath.
Workshop in garage, down private driveway in
wonderful neighborhood.  Visual tour at
www.3577BoyerCircle.com for all the details.

$ 869,000
821 Moraga Road
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New listing just a short walk to Lafayette down-
town and schools. 4bdr and 3 ba in a fabulous 
private setting with spacious lawn and backyard.
Country kitchen and hardwood floors offer classic
style. Call Jim today to see this lovely home or
visit  Visual Tour at www.821MoragaRoad.com

Jim.Colhoun@Prurealty.com
see my web site for all listings:

www.prurealty.com/jimcolhoun
999 Oak Hill Rd., Lafayette

Jim Colhoun
Your “Rock Solid” Realtor
presents:

Wilder To Restore Wildlife in Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

View from Mulholland Ridge to Saint Mary’s college Photo Andy Scheck

Kurt Piper
Presents...

Five Great
Lamorinda buys!

(925) 254-0505

21 Eastwood Drive, Orinda
• 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2000 sq. ft.

• Mostly flat 1/4 acre lot. Great backyard.

• Hardwood floors and crown moldings.

• Remodeled bathrooms. Separate home office.

• Walk to grades K-12.  Court location. 

Offered at $1,025,000

990 Condit Road, Lafayette
• 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2100 sq. ft.

• Flat 1/4 acre lot.  Paver patio & driveway.

• New master suite and other upgrades.

• New Dual pane windows throughout.

• Oversized two car garage. 

Reduced to $939,000

916 Colina Court, Lafayette
• 2 bedrooms, 1 baths, 900 sq. ft.

• Charming cottage.  Flat backyard.

• Hardwood floors.  Wood doors.

• Cozy brick fireplace.

• Walk to town, trail and schools.

Reduced to $575,000

667 Glorietta Blvd., Lafayette
• 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, nearly 2200 sq.ft.

• Gorgeous ½ acre lot with pool, patio & more.

• Beautifully remodeled kitchen & baths.

• Formal living & dining rooms. Large family room.

• Happy Valley Elementary.  Close to everything.

Offered at $1,085,000

3518 Hamlin Road, Lafayette
• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4100 sq. ft.

• Over 1/2 acre lot.  Flat backyard.

• Complete remodel and expansion.

• Beautiful finishes throughout.

• Great close in location.

Reduced to $1,850,000




