
Art – A Delightful Moment at Town Hall Theater
By Sophie Braccini

French writer Yasmina Reza’s

“Art” opened at Town Hall

Theater (THT) on September 3.

Set in three Parisian apartments,

the play tells the very humorous

story of three men whose friend-

ship hangs by a thread when one

purchases an expensive piece of

modern art. 

Serge, a dermatologist who

sees himself as a budding art col-

lector, just bought a very contro-

versial and expensive painting.  He

wants to share it with his friend

Marc, a more traditional thinking

engineer. Serge’s enthusiasm is

met with more than skepticism by

his friend.  As for Yvan, the third

member of the friendship triangle,

his desire to please everyone will

just make things worse.  A reflec-

tion on human relations and mod-

ern art, the play is a joyous com-

edy offered up at THT by three

very strong local actors.  

In 1995, 'Art' premiered in

Paris and went on to win the

Molière Award for Best Author.

Since then it has been produced

world-wide and translated and per-

formed in over 30 languages. The

play has been an international hit.

The London production received

the 1996-97 Laurence Olivier

Award and Evening Standard

Award. It also won the Tony

Award for Best Play.  

Clive Worsley, Town Hall

Artistic Director, had seen the play

in San Francisco and wanted to

bring it to Lafayette. “One reason I

chose this play is because I felt that

it was relevant to many of us. I've

known people who have had simi-

lar difficulties in friendships and re-

lationships over disagreements

about art or musical tastes.”

Reza scrapes human relations

and their motivations to the bone.

The wry humor that ensues sur-

prised and totally delighted a Lam-

orinda audience at a recent

performance.

“I think it's an incredibly

funny play, although not all pro-

ductions of this piece play towards

that comedy. Which I think is a

shame,” said Worsley.  The text is

efficient and funny, the setting by

Maya Linke is simple, almost

symbolic, but efficient at trans-

porting the spectators from one

apartment to the next.  Director

Soren Oliver highlights the play’s

humor and sets a fast paced and

precise tempo.  

The three actors are very ex-

perienced. Serge is played by

Garth Petal.  He gives the charac-

ter an almost naïve strength and

vigor that adds to the charm of the

play.  James Hiser is a powerful

Marc, leonine and self-righteous,

his abruptness contrasts perfectly

with Yvan’s vulnerability, played

with disarming humor by Dennis

Markam. 

The conclusion can be seen

as cynical, an ultimate surrender

to social standards.  The

Lafayette production leans more

toward a hopeful and poetic con-

clusion, leaving the audience

feeling enriched by the experi-

ence, and maybe a little bit more

tolerant.

The Town Hall Theater, lo-

cated at the corner of School

Street and Moraga Way in

Lafayette, was recently renovated

after a fire.  “Art” is the first play

of the 2009-2010 season and will

run until October 3rd.  It will be

followed by Scrooge from De-

cember 3rd to the 20th and Oscar

Wilde’s The Importance of Being

Earnest in March 2010.  For

reservations call 283-1557.

Picture courtesy of Town Hall Theater
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•  COMMUNITY Service  •
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for
some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities.

Submissions can be sent to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, 
with the subject header In Service to the Community.

--

Download a Lamorinda Discount coupon at: 

www.OakKnollConstruction.com 
for up to 30% off at any of our 8 Construction Divisions 

 

OKC Divisions  
 

Additions/Remodels 
Custom New Homes 
Landscaping/decks 
Handy Man Repairs 
Repairs/Renovations 

Kitchens & Baths 
Design Services 
Green Upgrades 

OAK  KNOLL
CONSTRUCTION

939-2900

www.OakKnollConstruction.com
Quality, Green Builder, Since 1989

UPDATE YOUR HOME WITH A      
NEW ENTRY DOOR FROM  

         ANTIGUA DOORS 
 

 

Visit or Contact us For a Free In-Home 
or

    Showroom Consultation at: 
        321 Hartz Avenue, Ste. 5, Danville,CA 94526 

 T: (925) 283-8933
  sales@antiguadoors.com 

SAVE  $500 OFF  YOUR  ENTRY  DOOR 
Expires 10/15/09

Support Rotary of Moraga
When? 

Saturday 9 AM to 4 PM September 19th

Where? 
Moraga Shopping Center 

(Moraga Rd. & Moraga Way)

If you are in need of a pickup of E-Waste for your 
office please contact us.

One day only
Rain or shine

Make checks payable to: 
Rotary

** ALL MATERIAL RESPONSIBLY RECYCLED 
ACCORDING TO CALIFORNIA STATE LAW**

For more information call:
C&T RECYCLING 510-590-7510

got ewaste?

FREE to Recycle
TELEVISIONS  •  MONITORS

LAPTOPS  •  FLAT SCREENS

CELL PHONES  •  INK JET CARTRIDGES

$5.00 Fee to Recycle*

CPU’S-TELEPHONES  •  PRINTERS-COPIERS

DVD PLAYERS  •  FAX MACHINES

VCR’S-STEREOS  •  VIDEO GAMES

* Microwaves, Dry Batteries & Florescent Lights subject to special fee schedule.
Please call for rates.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com
Bus: 925-376-2244

Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga
www.mikeisthere.com, Bus: 925-376-2244

MCC Hosts Charity Kitchen Tour
By Ben Olsen

The Second Annual Moraga

Country Club kitchen tour

will be held on Thursday, October

1st from 4 to 7pm.  The event will

feature five fabulous kitchen re-

models and benefits Susan G.

Komen for the Cure.  The kitchens

are a delight to see.  The sizes and

styles vary greatly and showcase

the latest styles and trends. Wine

and appetizers will be served at

each of the homes.

Moraga Country Club pro-

vides a great venue for the event be-

cause all of the homes on tour are

in close proximity to one another.  It

is fun for Moraga Country Club

homeowners to see what others

have done with a similar home, but

it is equally fun for others to see

these exceptional kitchens, and ex-

perience some of the finest homes

in Moraga Country Club.

This year, all five kitchens

were completed within the last 18

months – be careful, some were

completed so recently that the paint

might still be wet!  Themes range

from traditional to modern, and in-

clude a wide variety of materials.

Sue Olsen, a very active real

estate broker in Lamorinda and in

the Country Club, was inspired to

put the first tour together in 2008

when she noticed that a large num-

ber of neighbors were visiting her

open houses just to ‘get ideas’ for

their own homes.  While neighbors

are always welcome at open

houses, Sue realized that they were

not always seeing the best kitchens

with the newest designs.

Tickets are $20 per person,

are fully tax deductable and are

available at Across the Way, Mor-

aga Country Club office or through

the tour website at www.MC-

CHomeTour.com.  Carpooling is

encouraged.  Take advantage of the

large parking lot near the driving

range on St. Andrews Drive to meet

up with friends and tour together.

A raffle will also be a held as

part of the event.  Prizes include

Golf foursomes at Moraga Country

Club, Golf and Tennis lessons, Pi-

lates instruction at Star Pilates, a

magnum of Opus One, a $75

Amoroma gift certificate, design

consultations and more.  Raffle

tickets will be 5 for $10.

A special thanks to Moraga

Women’s Golf Association and the

Moraga Country Club Women’s

Nine Hole Golf Association for

support and volunteers at this event.

Thanks to Moraga Country Club

for providing appetizers for the

event, and thanks to R&B Cellars

and Rick Curotto, Southern Wine

and Spirits and Richard Canty, Ster-

ling Albert Winery and Michele

Strickland for donations of wine.

Susan G. Komen for the

Cure®, the global leader of the

breast cancer movement, has raised

and invested more than $1 billion

since inception in 1982. As the

world’s largest grassroots network

of breast cancer survivors and ac-

tivists, they are working together to

save lives, empower people, ensure

quality care for all and energize sci-

ence to find the cures.

Featured kitchens Photos Rich Anderson
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www.lamorindaweekly.com

It’s all online!
All of our stories are available on our 

web site and are archived back to our 
first issue (March, 2007). 

You can read the current issue at the 
Read Online tab, or click Archive to 

read earlier issues.  
For your convenience, all stories are 

available as a single-page for downloading
or sending to friends and family.




