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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

925-521-1380
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Tune up your Air Conditioner
for summer    *

* Offer exp. August 31 $79

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

IF WE CANNOT SAVE YOU MONEY, WE WILL NOT DO THE JOB!!!

COMERFORD

Powerd By:

(925) 28-GREEN
www.gogreenair.net

Go Solar and Save!!!

(925) 62-SOLAR
www.comerfordsolar.com

$29 for a 27 point 
air conditioning inspection!!!

-$0 DOWN
-GUARANTEED SAVINGS
-GUARANTEED UTILITY RATE 
-NO ANNUAL RATE INCREASE; 
 GUARANTEED FOR 20 YEARS!
-NO OBLIGATION
-NO RISK
 

   2281 Via De Mercados, Suite B | Concord, CA 94520 | (925) 284-7336
“Comerford Solar” is a subsidiary company of Green Air Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. | CA Lic. # 916517

-Comerford Solar WILL PAY YOU 
                         $1000 

              to go solar!!!

SOLAR

Andersen, making her first official

visit to Canyon, said the post office is

"a tribute to what's really important—

human interaction."

      

Elena Tyrrell, who started work-

ing Saturday relief in Canyon in 1990

while also working at a Moraga post

office, has been Canyon’s Postmaster

since 1998 and received multiple ac-

colades at the event.  She had to apply

twice for her current job, she said, be-

cause postal officials originally didn’t

want a local person to serve as Post-

master. 

      

Apparently the job runs in the

family: Tyrrell’s mother, Virginia

Menge, was also Postmaster, al-

though her technical title was Officer

in Charge.  

      

Menge worked when the post of-

fice was located inside Joe and Grace

Knipe’s Canyon Grocery Store. The

store and its post office were de-

stroyed in 1969 during a Shell Oil

pipeline explosion, and the post office

was then housed in a trailer. Another

Canyon resident, Tyrrell’s neighbor

Deva Rajan, built the current post of-

fice on land the community pur-

chased as the Canyon Store Trust. 

      

So why is this post office so im-

portant?  Tyrrell calls Canyon Post

Office, with its 290 boxes, a “neces-

sity” office. The U.S. Postal service is

not so sure. The Canyon location,

along with 13,000 other post offices

nationwide, is currently being consid-

ered for closure or service cutbacks.

But residents see their post office as

the heart of their community. 

      

Goodwin said it embodies the true

nature of a rural post office. He ex-

plained that the office routinely gets

five-star reviews online from customers

who know they can get same-day pass-

port application service, and the Post-

master “is a career employee committed

to her job and the community.” 

      

As Central Co-coordinator of the

Canyon Fire Council, Goodwin also

values having a Postmaster who can

direct fire and medical emergency re-

sponders to sites on the winding, often

unmarked back roads.   

      

Canyon residents vote by mail be-

cause they lack a physical polling site.

Take away the post office and the

votes might go away too, said Lorenz. 

      

Canyon Steinzig, the aptly-named

president of the Canyon Community

Association, said at Saturday’s event,

"We are here to celebrate this commu-

nity and its vital heart. . . . The post

office has always been supported by

the U.S. Government – it’s part and

parcel of our identity as a nation."

      

Goodwin said Canyon represen-

tatives want the Postal Regulatory

Commission to ask the U.S. Postal

Service Headquarters “to take

Canyon off the POStPlan list and

order the local postal district to work

with us to create a business plan to

grow our way to more prosperity.”  

      

Lorenz explained that residents

hope “to protect a beloved institution

that supports and connects our com-

munity,” and to avoid possible cut-

backs or closure. “We don’t want our

community to crumble,” she said. 

      
View a discussion of the POSt-

Plan from the League of Postmasters
point of view online:
http://www.savethepostoffice.com/pos
tplan-qas-faq-and-other-fact-sheets.

      
Cathy Tyson contributed to this

article.

Dozens of Canyon residents came to Saturday's event to support their post office. Photo Ohlen Alexander
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