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A Community as  
Green as Lafayette 

Deserves a  
Green Approach  
to Development.

Here in the Bay Area, we talk a lot about sustainability. Lafayette 

has been walking its talk for years, from the Chamber of Commerce 

Lafayette Green Business program to such non-profit groups as 

Sustainable Lafayette and Go Lafayette. 

The Terraces is planned to be among the greenest buildings in 

Lafayette. In fact, it has been designed for LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design) silver status, as designated by 

the US Green Building Council. 

LEED provides third-party verification that high standards of 

sustainability and performance are met—in such areas as green 

design, construction, operation and maintenance. From the way the 

buildings are placed within the site, to the materials used and the 

construction methods employed, to the planting of 700 trees, The 

Terraces will be an example of advanced green building science that 

will enhance Lafayette’s reputation as a sustainable city. 

O’Brien Land, the Terraces developer, is not just “greening up” in 

an attempt to fit into Lafayette. O’Brien Homes has a track record 

for green construction. In fact, its Fusion residential community  

in Sunnyvale (www.fusionsunnyvale.com) is built around a 

forward-thinking green sensibility that has created one of the most 

successful new home neighborhoods in Northern California.

When it comes to sustainability, Lafayette makes other communities 

green with envy. The Terraces demonstrates how Lafayette can 

continue to be a leader in sustainability while providing new 

housing opportunities for its residents.

terracesoflafayette.com
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TERRACES 
OF LAFAYETTE

Get Your Acne Under Control!
Clear skin is possible with our personalized  treatment program.
• Safe, affordable & effective 12 week program
• No antibiotics 
• No expensive Laser treatments Call now to schedule a 

complementary consultation
(925) 284‐2860

Natasha Brittle, Clear Skin Specialist 
www.FaceItToday.com, 
Robert Jensen’s Salon, 999 Oak Hill Rd, Lafayettebefore after

Editor:

Candidates Night (Oct. 4) revealed a few stark differences among the

four candidates running for the Moraga Town Council who attended.

Two stand out:  First, two of the candidates clearly want to strengthen

Moraga’s open space ordinance (Seth Freeman and Roger Wykle), a

position which we wholeheartedly support.   Karen Mendonca and

Phil Arth appear to be less vigilant. 

Second, Mendonca and Arth want to re-open the debate about Rancho

Laguna Park!  Four years of citizen and staff committees, countless

hours spent by staff and Council, over $100,000 in legal expenses to

fight what the Town now concedes was a plan in violation of CEQA,

bitter exchanges between citizens and Council members, all culmi-

nating in a Council ordinance that was subsequently repealed after a

petition calling for a referendum on the ordinance was signed by more

than 1800 Moraga voters.  Do we really want to do that for another

four years?

Both Mendonca and Arth claim that a fence dividing the park is nec-

essary in order to protect children.  This is not sound public policy.

People walking dogs off leash do so at limited hours in the early morn-

ing and evening.  There is now a fenced playground area that children

can use even during off-leash hours.  Rancho Laguna is being shared

today as it has over the last 30 years, preserving the natural rustic set-

ting of Rancho Laguna, with no cost.  Building a fence will damage

the beautiful park and be very costly.  Mendonca and Arth’s position

is contrary to any reasoned policy.

In this confusing election season, it is helpful to have one very clear

choice.  We do not want a repeat of the controversy of the past four

years and for that reason we will not support Karen Mendonca or Phil

Arth for the Moraga Town Council. 

Tina Brier, Barry Behr, Sue Behr, Laszlo Bonnyay, Scott Bowhay,

Gordon Erspamer, David  Shapiro, Trish Bare

Moraga

Lafayette Elections

Editor:

We are writing to wholeheartedly express our support for Nancy Wal-

lace for the Lafayette School Board. We’ve had the pleasure of know-

ing Nancy and her family for 6 years.  Nancy has been a leader in our

district and in our community for almost a decade. Nancy was VP and

Secretary of the Springhill Parent Faculty club, where she increased

parent fund contributions from under 50% to over 80%,  she was a

long term member of the Director of Student Services' Parent Advi-

sory Committee, President of the Diablo Valley Montessori School

Board , Co Chair of the Springhill Auction, Member of Rapport,

Member of the LASF (now LPIE) Auction Committee and a Girl

Scout Leader. She is extremely knowledgeable about issues facing

our school district, for kids from preschool through middle school and

I’ve had the pleasure of attending many school board meetings along-

side her over the years.

Nancy’s professional background as a former attorney and actuary

contributes greatly to her ability to understand the complex financial

issues that our School Board routinely faces, especially with the un-

certainty of prop 30 passing. Nancy has worked closely on issues at

the individual school level and at the district level. She is prepared to

step in and begin work right away, which is particularly important as

we lose two school board members with over two decades of com-

bined experience on the Board.

Nancy is a skilled fundraiser and grant writer who has looked beyond

traditional school auctions to generate funds for our district. In addi-

tion to co-creating the District Grant Writing Committee, she created

a foundation that has raised close to $60,000 to help fund education

in Lafayette, mostly through grants. Insufficient funding for California

schools is a serious problem. Families move to Lafayette for our top

rated schools, and we need Nancy on the Board to ensure a world

class education for Lafayette children.

Respecfully,

Steve and Kathi Barron

Lafayette

Editor:

Most people move to Lafayette because of the quality of our public

schools and subsequently come to appreciate the other features

Lafayette offers. Regardless of whether you have children in school

or not, as a Lafayette resident you benefit from living in a community

with good public schools: home values are higher than in surrounding

communities and your fellow residents are likely to care about their

community.  

That is why as a city council member I think who is on our school

board is important to all residents, not just parents of current students.

This year, Shayne Silva and Stephenie Teichman, both of whom have

served with distinction, are retiring from the Lafayette School District

Board. We should all thank them for their years of volunteer service.

Fortunately for us, four good candidates stepped forward to take their

places. While the choice is hard, I am enthusiastically voting for Jean

Follmer and Quinlan Tom. Both Jean and Quinlan moved to Lafayette

primarily because of the quality of our schools and each has children

in Lafayette schools. They have been active in school activities for

several years. Jean was President of the Parent-Faculty Club at

Springhill School and Quinlan was President of the Parent-Teachers

Association for Lafayette School. They also worked for passage of

Measure B, which kept our schools from having to reduce programs

or increase class sizes as state support dropped during the recession.

They are also both active with Lafayette Partners in Education, our

community’s highly successful non-profit organization that provides

additional funding and programs for schools. Each supports rigorous

academic programs, predictable funding, and careful management of

available funds. I am confident that they will work well with the other

board members and with their constituencies. I look forward to help-

ing them build on the top quality results our schools have achieved.

Please join me in voting for Jean Follmer and Quinlan Tom for

Lafayette School District Board on November 6.

Don Tatzin

Lafayette

... continued

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum. 

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213


