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CUSTOM FRAMING
OUR

40th YEAR

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1973

Superior Framing Design Services by our
Professional and Experienced Staff

See our website gallery of clients framing projects

925-377-0977

Wednesday, August 14, 2013

Community Service
We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities. Submissions can be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Family Fun Event Brings Kids with
Special Needs, Parents Together
Submitted by Melissa Petrini

www.ArtLoftFraming.com
- mention this ad for -

15% OFF

your entire 1st order
Expires 12/31/2013

10 minutes from Orinda Crossroads
10 minutes from Moraga (via Canyon)

2082 Antioch Ct. (Montclair Village) Oakland
(510) 339-0890
HWY. 13 (between Hwy. 24 & Park Blvd.)
From left: The Friend Tree’s program director Denise Christiansen, founder Melissa Petrini, and assistant director
Deborah McGrath.
Photo John Chu
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10 Questions to Ask
Before You Hire a
Real Estate Agent
Lamorinda - Not all real estate agents are the same.
If you decide to seek the help of an agent when
selling or buying your home, you need some good
information before you make any moves.
Choosing a real estate agent is one of those critical
issues that can cost or save you thousands of dollars.
In this FREE special report, we give you the specific
questions you should be asking to ensure that you
get the best representation for your needs. Before
you hire any real estate agent, call and get a copy of
a FREE Report entitled "10 questions to Ask Before
You Hire an Agent".
To order a FREE Special Report, visit
www.askeveryagent.com or to hear a brief
recorded message about how to order your FREE
copy of this report call toll-free 1-800-597-9215
and enter 1006. You can call any time, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to find out the
questions the others would prefer you never ask!

any wonderful volunteers including the Lamorinda
Rugby Club and the Saint Mary’s
College women’s volleyball team
came out to help at the recent East
Bay Special Needs Family Fun Night
and Resource Fair at Heather Farm
Park in Walnut Creek – an evening for
children with special needs, such as
Down syndrome or autism, and their
families.
“Often times, parents of a special
needs child, tend to stay home because it can be very difficult to go
places,” said Melissa Petrini, Moraga
resident and founder of The Friend
Tree Autism Play Center, a newer
non-profit organization that hosted the
event in collaboration with The Taylor
Family Foundation. “There are all

kinds of negative situations that can
arise from unfamiliar surroundings or
strangers who do not understand how
to react to a child’s behavior or disability, which often times leaves parents feeling alone and isolated.”
The event included rock-climbing
walls, slides, bungee-jump trampolines, a tunnel to explore and large
bubble/foam machines to experience
among the many activities that were
all catered and attended by these
amazing families. The evening was
capped with the showing of “Cloudy
with a Chance of Meatballs.”
“Giving these children a place of
their own … to explore and seek out
interactions on their own pace and
level, [while] catering to their sensory
needs … [helps] these children not

feel different, but feel like a kid,” said
Petrini.
Over 30 special needs exhibitors
shared information and offered their
help and services at the event.
With many families already grappling with financial stresses, the extra
emotional or physical struggles that
come with having a child with a disability can be devastating to a marriage, often bringing parents to a
breaking point, noted Petrini. “I can’t
tell you how many parents I have seen
and talked to that express deep emotional stress and yearning to just be
understood by another parent who
knows,” she said.
For information about The Friend
Tree, visit www.TheFriendTree.org.

Summertime Sweets for Charity
Submitted by Suzanne Jones

This report is courtesy of East Bay Residential Realty, BRE# 01245396. Not
intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2013

MarcAnthony Paolieri, Alessandro Paolieri, and Dean Elia.

T

his summer, incoming Rheem
School third-grade buddies
Alessandro Paolieri and Dean Elia,
with help from Alessandro’s little
brother and incoming first-grader,

MarcAnthony, organized their own
lemonade and cookie stand fundraiser
on Bollinger Canyon Road. They
chose as their charity the Marine
Mammal Center in Sausalito, which
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rescues and rehabilitates injured marine mammals for release. Their
homemade lemonade and cookies
turned out to be a hit, selling out and
raising $95 for the cause.

Positions Available:

• Sports Reporter
• Sports Photographer
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a sports reporter and a sports
photographer to cover a variety of high school, college and
club sports.
A journalism background and understanding of AP Style is
helpful, but not required. Please send your resume and writing
sample/photo to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call
(925) 377-0977; $50-$75 per published article, $20 per
published photo.
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