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Civic News Lafayette

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

Call Michael Heller
925-998-2150

THE BMW 650 CONVERTIBLE.
STUNNING LOOKS, 
WORTHY OF YOUR STARES.

BMW Concord
Michael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Editor: 

Lamorindans may be surprised to learn that since

1978 we have paid a 1/8 percent sales tax (AB

1107) for the sole benefit of the San Francisco Muni

and AC Transit systems.  The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Commission (MTC), with nudging from

our city councils and Supervisor Candace Andersen,

must change this unfair arrangement.

For every $16.00 in taxable purchases here, one

penny is sent to Muni and another penny to AC

Transit.  Not a bit of that money is returned to the

1,000,000 residents of the inland East Bay (925

telephone area code).

The inland East Bay includes 30 percent of the pop-

ulation subject to the tax.  Its cities paid 26 percent

of tax revenues in 2011.  Yet none of the $16.5 mil-

lion that the inland East Bay contributes each year

is returned to the inland East Bay.

In contrast, San Francisco accounts for just 24 per-

cent of the population subject to the tax and 29 per-

cent of revenues.  Yet the MTC always sends half

of the revenue to San Francisco.  Muni has given its

employees unsustainable pay and benefits literally

on our dime (see 2010 S.F. Measure G).  Our money

should be kept here to satisfy our local transporta-

tion demands instead of being shunted to a big-city

slush fund.

The Bay Area has changed dramatically since this

tax began 35 years ago.  The inland East Bay, in-

cluding Lamorinda, has grown considerably.  AC

Transit has stopped serving the inland East Bay; we

have created our own transit agencies (e.g., County

Connection).  We have unmet local transportation

needs, including crumbling roads, that could be re-

solved with our $16.5 million that we annually ex-

port over the hills.  It’s time for the MTC to utilize

its power under Public Utilities Code section

29142.2(b) and keep our “fair share” of the AB

1107 sales tax funds here in the inland East Bay.

Furthermore, when the next BART strike happens,

AC Transit and Muni have a duty to send buses here

to shuttle our residents through the Caldecott Tun-

nel.  We deserve something in return for the $100

millions of “one way” subsidies we have paid all

these years.

Please write to your local city councilmembers and

to Supervisor Andersen to demand that they that ask

MTC to keep our “fair share” of the AB 1107 sales

tax for local transportation needs.  Orinda residents:

please also write directly to Councilmember Amy

Rein Worth, the current MTC chair.  Stop raising

our local taxes to compensate for this one-sided

transfer of our money over the hills.

Jason A. Bezis

Lafayette

Editor:

Regarding the upcoming issue of modifying Moraga’s

long existing laws and policies for ridgelines and

slopes: 

Moraga will be initiating yet another round of unwar-

ranted changes to our current, very significant and reg-

ulated Town laws and policies which effect

development on our hillsides and ridgelines. These ac-

tions, though appearing benign and innocuous to most

Moragans, are in fact, very aggressive and belligerent

actions that seek to implement policies from the recent

failed voter initiative, “MOSO 2008”. These changes

will expand the scope and will seek to impose “se-

lected and targeted” modifications to our laws which

will take away what few, remaining property rights

still exist for these targeted parcels. 

To be clear, our most significant ridges - which have

been identified in our General Plan and by MOSO,

both major and minor ridges, are NOT in jeopardy of

development - they are in fact very well protected by

(the original) MOSO. MOSO prohibits home devel-

opment on our most prominent, visible, and signifi-

cant ridges and slopes. They are protected and will

continue to be protected. 

The problem is - a select group, wants to apply these

same restrictions to land that is not visually prominent

or even zoned Open Space. They want to apply these

restrictions to land that has been anticipated and

planned for single family homes even before our

Town incorporated in 1974 and has been planned for

in our original General Plan and in all following

amendments. 

These potential homes are very important to the long

term survival of Moraga as we know it. They will help

retain our vision as a single family home community

– Blessed with an abundance of scenic vistas and open

space, and will help insure our town’s future financial

viability (please see Town’s EPS 2008 9212 Study –

which shows how significantly new homes generate

revenues for our schools and local government). These

potential homes will generate the motivated families

and the critical projected revenues, to support and en-

hance our schools, police and fire protective services

as well as providing for many of the lacking amenities

our community currently lacks. 

In conclusion, this unwarranted pre-emptive effort to

rewrite our current rules and preclude potential new

single family development will take away property

rights, will initiate legal action, and will decrease local

control in favor regional efforts such as Plan Bay Area

and its’ “stack and pack” smart growth philosophy. Fi-

nally it will severely impact our community and our

important institutions, such as our schools, from pros-

pering and flourishing by restricting critically needed

future revenues.

David Bruzzone

Moraga
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“The Break-Even Plan includes a

combination of revenue growth and

expense reductions that will reduce

current losses by 50 percent no later

than the FY 2014 budget and achieve

full break-even operations no later

than the FY 2017 budget,” said San-

dra Patterson of the working group.

They set specific, attainable monetary

goals to meet and have a plan in place

to evaluate their situation. 

      

“If we do not meet the goals set,

then yes, Girl Scouts will have to de-

cide if they want to spend the extra

money to keep it open.  And that

could include closing the camp,” said

Patterson.

      

Needs at the camp include a new

roof on the pool house and commer-

cial toilets for the “Junior Biffy” an

acronym for “bathrooms in forest for

you,” pointed out site manager Jock

Eggers.  “Woodchuck” is a funky,

yet charming building that was put

together by volunteers in the 1960s

using actual telephone poles and red-

wood siding; now the roof is clearly

moldy and sagging.  This relic that

has seen its share of campers over

the years may be on the list to be

mothballed.      

      

Only three miles from civiliza-

tion, the camp’s location in the oak

studded rolling hills above Lafayette

makes it convenient, and coupled

with fully outfitted camping areas, an

ideal spot for scores of Girl Scout

troops in the East Bay.  Each camp-

ing area has dedicated picnic tables

and sturdy barbecue areas, perfect

for marshmallow roasting, and even

running water nearby along with fire

extinguishers, a grand outdoor am-

phitheater, and restroom facilities

with flushable, although dated, toi-

lets that take the edge off of roughing

it. Easy hiking trails are part of the

camp and for those looking for more

of a workout, Briones Open Space is

directly adjacent allowing dedicated

hikers to make it all the way to Mar-

tinez.

      

Volunteers are mindful of funds

people donate, trying to balance

strategic improvements, yet still

keeps costs reasonable for Girl Scout

campers and outside groups who rent

the facility, said Karyn Kleimnann,

the team coordinator for the group.

Now that they have a plan in place,

they need to implement it – enter

their upcoming October Hike-a-

thon.  For more information contact

the hike coordinator at Twin-

CanyonGSCampHikeathon2013@g

mail.com.

Girl Scout Camp Fighting for Survival
... continued from page A2




