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After years of gathering data to demonstrate to the Al-
cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau that Lam-
orinda is indeed a distinctive region, local

winegrowers were celebrating Feb. 24 after the TTB estab-
lished the 29,369 acres of Lamorinda as an American Viticul-
tural Area (AVA).  

      
Ben Olsen, a Moraga real estate agent whose father has been

growing grapes since the ‘70s, thinks that the AVA adds credi-
bility and that it can give agents some interesting opportunities,
presenting the unique and special winemaking cottage industry
to newcomers.  “I don’t make wine myself,” he says, “but having
that connection has both economic and historical relevance.”  

      
Orinda businessman David Cronin was excited about what

he calls a wonderful distinction, an honor and a real achieve-

ment.  “It can be an additional attraction for the community,”
he says. “Not only is the area beautiful, but now it has its own
designation.”   

      
From now on, only winemakers within the boundaries of

the AVA, using at least 80 percent of grapes grown here, are
authorized to indicate the Lamorinda origin on their labels.  

                                                      

... continued on page A11

Lamorinda Now a Name of  Viticultural Significance
By Sophie Braccini

NOET Vineyards. Kristiina and Eero Teerikorpi planted Cabernet Sauvignon grapes two years ago. Photos Andy Scheck

26,000 copies 
delivered biweekly

to Lamorinda homes
& businesses

More Lamorindans Now CERT-ified
By Cathy Dausman

Lamorinda now has more neighbors trained to
help their neighbors when disaster strikes. The

latest group of Lamorinda Community Emergency
Response Team participants concluded their train-
ing during a night session Feb. 23 at the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection District training cen-

ter, bringing the total number of volunteers in Lam-
orinda to nearly 700 - a number which could easily
reach 750 by year’s end, says program manager
Duncan Seibert. 

      
This class was the largest to date, with 54 en-

rollees, but attrition and schedule conflicts whittled

down the number of graduates. Seibert estimated
about 34 completed the work this session. Lamor-
inda CERT is taught over six weekly evening class-
room sessions and ends with a hands-on practical
exam testing participants’ knowledge and skills in
the fields of first aid, search and rescue, victim ex-
trication and fire suppression.  

      
CERT appeals to a wide variety of ages and

abilities. Seibert says Lamorinda CERT taught res-
idents of Orinda Senior Village, where the average
enrollee’s age was 80, and they welcome teens age
16 and up when accompanied by an adult. Gavin
Flum of Orinda was one of the youngest CERT stu-
dents to date; he attended with his father, Chris. The
younger Flum is a former Boy Scout and current
Orinda Police Department cadet who feels the
CERT program is an opportunity to learn “every
little thing.”

      
“The more you know about everything the

higher you’ll get,” his father added.  

                                           
... continued on page A8

Photo Cathy Dausman

Various members of the Lamorinda Wine Growers Association celebrate the new AVA.
Front row, from left:  Alissa Scanlin, and Leslie Ward; back row: Tony Inzerillo, Larry
Haag,  Carol Haag, Bill Scanlin, Vlatka Bathgate,  and Bill English.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Rick & Nancy Booth
Realtors/UC Berkeley MBAs
Coldwell Banker Top 100
925.212.8869
CalBRE:  01388020/ 01341390www.BoothHomes.com

22 Martha Road - Orinda
4 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | 2124  SF
Beautiful Updates Fabulous Yard

$1,399,000

New Listing! 
Heart of  Glorietta!

Make a Smart Move 



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA2 Wednesday, March 9, 2016

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Just Listed!
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Nestled on a private lane in Upper 

Happy Valley, this 4BR/2.5BA, 
3282± sq. ft. single-story home 
blends clean lines, charm and a 
traditional floor plan including a 
flexible bonus room.  Expansive 

.60± acre property with pool,  
solar, level lawn & privacy!

�����
�������������� 
4025TildenLane.com

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2015

License # 01866771

City Council
Monday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, March 21, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Alarms 77
911 Calls (including hang-ups) 28
Noise Complaints 3
Traffic Stops 175
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subjects 24
Suspicious Vehicles 30
Abandoned Vehicle
      900 block 4th St
      1200 block Vacation Dr
Auto Recover
      200 block Lafayette Cir
Burglary, Auto
      Safeway
      3300 Sweet Dr
      1500 block Rancho View (2)
Civil Problem
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      20 block Camellia Ln
Dispute, Verbal
      3300 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Disturbing the Peace
      700 block Los Palos Dr
      1000 block Serrano Ct
      4000 block Marianne Dr
DUI
      Acalanes High School
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Hwy 24
      Old Jonas Hill Rd/John Way
Fireworks
      Burton Valley Elementary
Found Adult
      Hawthorne/Beechwood Drives
      3300 block Las Huertas Rd
Forgery
      3400 Mt Diablo Blvd
      1000 block Serrano Ct
Fraud
      3900 block S Peardale
Harassment
      1000 block 1st St
      El Nido Ranch/Acalanes Roads
      900 block Dewing Ave
      1000 block Serrano Ct
      400 block Knox Dr
      900 block S Thompson Rd
      500 block McBride (phone)
      3300 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3500 block Brook St
Health & Safety Violation
      Springhill/Pleasant Hill Roads
      Golden Gate Way/1st St
Hit & Run
      location n/a
      50 block Lafayette Cir
      Acalanes High School
      1000 block Carol Ln 
      Trader Joe’s (2)
      Pleasant Hill/Mt Diablo Blvd
      Postino
      3500 block Wilkinson Ln
Intoxicated Subject
      Foye Dr/4th St
Loitering
      Lafayette Library
Missing Adult
      Reported to police
      3400 block Golden Gate Way
Panhandling
      Whole Foods(3)

Police/Fire/EMS Response
      Round Up
      Starbucks
      3700 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      3200 block Camino Diablo 
Public Nuisance
      1200 block Rose Ln
      900 block Reliez Station Rd (2)
      3600 block Bickerstaff St
      700 block Los Palos Dr
      1000 block Lindsey Ct
      700 block Glenside Cir
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Golden Gate Way
      Library
      700 block Glenside Cir
      1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
Promiscuous Shooting
      3500 block Silver Springs Rd
      400 block Read Dr
      Acalanes Rd/Pidgeon Ct
      Old Jonas Hill Rd/Powell Dr
Reckless Driving
      Moraga Rd/Mt Diablo Blvd
      Reliez Valley Rd/McGraw Ln
      Mt Diablo Blvd/Happy Valley Rd
      St Mary’s Rd/Glenside Dr
      Happy Valley/Deer Hill Rds
      Moraga Blvd/Victoria Ave
      Pleasant Hill/Hwy 24 
      Reliez Station Rd/Glenside Dr
      Lafayette School
      Greenvalley Dr/Pleasant Hill Rd
      Glenside/Burton Drives 
Shoplifting
      Safeway
Theft, Petty
      Noah’s Bagels
      1100 block Pleasant Hill Cir
      Reported to police
      20 block Almaden Ct
      Iverson/Miller Drives
Theft, Grand
      3300 block Mt Diablo Blvd
      1000 block Serrano Ct
Theft, ID
      50 block Lafayette Cir
      800 block Broadmoor Ct
Theft, Vehicle
      1000 block 2nd St
      600 block Michael Ln
Trespass
      900 block Sunnybrook Dr (auto)
      3200 Alta Ln (auto)
      1200 Monticello Rd (auto)
      Lafayette school
Unwanted Guest
      Safeway
      3500 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Vandalism
      1000 block Oak Knoll Rd
      Lafayette Cemetery
Warrant
      3600 block Bickerstaff St 

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Feb. 7 - 20 

• No Contracts, Cancel at Anytime
• Phones Start as Low as $49 Each
• On Site, Professional Installation Included 
• California Based Customer Support
• All Local and US Long Distance Included

BUSINESS PHONE SYSTEM

www.daiscorp.com/lamo 
for details or call 
925.933.3247 

Visit us at 

Affordable Cloud BasedAffordable Cloud Based

LaMorinda Special
Up to 5 Phones, $150 a month

Lucas Ranch Development Appealed
By Cathy Tyson

There was yet another bump in
the road for the beleaguered

Lucas Ranch Estates development in
Burton Valley.  Although the Planning
Commission approved the project’s
Phase I Hillside Development Permit
for Lot 4 on a split vote Jan. 4, adja-
cent homeowner Bryan Goldwyn and
Mayor Mark Mitchell filed an appeal
of that decision. 

      
At issue is the proximity, privacy

and mainly the appearance of what is
supposed to be a very low, one-story
home.  While the conceptual drawings
meet the letter of the law of what the
city considers to be a one-story home,
it actually appears to be a two-story
home, when viewed from below.  

      
On Jan. 4 the Planning Commis-

sion reviewed lots 4, 6 and 7, along
with the privacy study they had di-
rected the applicant to prepare, which
included photos taken from the pri-

vate section of Rohrer Drive, along
with photo renderings.  They ulti-
mately adopted on a split vote, four in
favor and three against, the Phase I
application by Lucas Ranch devel-
oper Soldier Field Partners, and re-
quired as a condition of approval, to
make the home on lot 4 appear as a
very low one-story residence when
viewed from any vantage point.  

      
Goldwyn appealed the Planning

Commission’s decision Jan. 14 be-
cause of a number of factors, includ-
ing: the development is not
compatible with the scale of the exist-
ing neighborhood, there is no entitle-
ment to build homes of the proposed
size and the home is not very low or
single-story, with similar concerns for
lots 6 and 7, except for the one-story
requirement.

      
In addition, Mayor Mitchell also

filed an appeal of the Planning Com-

mission determination for lots 4 and
6.  One of his concerns was the lack
of story poles for a proposed stable
that was slated for lot 4. 

      
At the Feb. 22 City Council meet-

ing, architect Tim Ward proposed a
modified slightly smaller version of
the house that is pushed back away
from the Goldwyn property and re-
configures the conceptual plans, so the
home appears less massive.  While
still large, drawings from this home
have shrunk – from over 10,000 gross
square feet to 8,600 gross square feet
– from October to November 2015.

      
After much discussion and public

comment, the matter was continued
until April 25 to give the applicant the
opportunity to modify the lot 4 pro-
posed home to appear as a very low
one-story residence. According to the
city attorney, Mayor Mitchell’s appeal
has been satisfied since the council is

reviewing the matter.

      
Sending it back to a divided Plan-

ning Commission might be causing
more harm than good, suggested
Council Member Mike Anderson.
Now the burden is on the applicant
and architect to resolve height con-
cerns and come up with a low slung
home; they are also required to in-
clude a conceptual landscape plan that
would help screen the home from the
Goldwyn’s residence.

      
A loose-knit group of “over the

bridge neighbors,” also known as
“Rohrer extension” residents, who
live in close proximity to Goldwyn
are contributing to the effort, accord-
ing to David George.  He sees this de-
cision as an “encouraging step” that
“shows the city is listening, common
sense prevailed.” But he adds, “This
could have been handled by the Plan-
ning Commission.”

Lafayette School District Leans Toward Bond Measure
By Cathy Tyson  

It appears that the Lafayette School
District completed all of its home-

work before its due date:  In an exten-
sive group effort over the past 18
months, teachers, staff and parents,
along with consultants and an archi-
tecture team, thoroughly assessed all
of the facilities that make up the five
district campuses and compiled a long

list of many troubling infrastructure
issues.  

      
Faced with aging schools, and an

ever increasing number of students,
the governing board is set to authorize
placing a $70 million bond measure
on the June 7 ballot at their March 9
meeting.  

      
Residents may be unaware just

how old these schools are: Lafayette
Elementary School opened in 1943
and has approximately 550 students;
Burton Valley Elementary opened in
1957 and has almost 800 students;
and Stanley Middle School opened in
1955 and has 1,270 students.   

      
The bond would cost property

owners no more than $30 per

$100,000 of assessed value of their
taxable property and needs 55 percent
voter approval to pass.  Safeguards
are built into the measure with an in-
dependent citizen’s oversight com-
mittee, annual audits, all revenue to
stay local and no funding for admin-
istrator salaries.  

                   
... continued on page A11

Deteriorating window casing at one Lafayette school. Photo provided
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5 Fieldbrook Place, Moraga | O�ered at $1,249,000

JUST LISTED!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathroom, 2045± sq. ft.

Tom Steuber Named
Lafayette Citizen of  the Year
By Cathy Tyson

Doing good deeds seems to
come naturally to longtime

Lafayette resident Tom Steuber, who
has served for a dozen years and
counting as scoutmaster for
Lafayette’s Troop 204.

      
Thanks to his dedication to the

community and beyond, Steuber was
named Citizen of the Year and will be
honored at a dinner at the Lafayette
Park Hotel on March 18.  

      
An avalanche of letters was re-

ceived to support his nomination, all
with glowing praise.  “I have seen
firsthand how Tom helps guide boys
into productive and caring young men
with patience, respect and determina-
tion,” wrote Mary Newman.   “So
many young men have benefitted
having Tom take the time to be in-
volved with their lives and often dif-
ficult journeys as Boy Scouts. He has
taught each boy to honor himself, his
family and the role as a citizen of the
world.” 

      
Past president of Boy Scouts of

America and Lafayette resident Rick
Cronk calls Steuber “inspirational,
truly remarkable,” and wrote that he
is a world-class scoutmaster, mentor-
ing over 100 Eagle Scouts during his
tenure, which is nearly unheard of.

      
Scores of local families know

Steuber best as a legendary scoutmas-
ter.  He describes himself was an un-
likely candidate at first blush, having
never camped as a kid, and with no
prior experience as a Boy Scout.  “I
started at the bottom and worked in
most every position,” recalls Steuber,
admitting that he was “very apprehen-
sive” about taking on the role.

      
The family’s male babysitter, a

rarity especially in those days, was
kind enough to invite Kirk Steuber,
who was then in fifth grade along
with dad, Tom, to a Troop 204 meet-
ing.  

      
The outgoing scoutmaster saw

that with three sons spanning a fairly
broad age range, Steuber could offer
continuity, along with honesty and en-
thusiasm for many years to come.
Kirk Steuber is now almost 26 years
old, daughter Katherine is now 24,
Justin, 20, is now a sophomore at
University of Nevada, Reno and
youngest son Jared, 14, is in eighth
grade.  

      
Being scoutmaster is quite a time

commitment.  Every Monday
evening during the school year, you
can find Steuber at the historic log
cabin built in 1948 on School Street
in Lafayette.  The cabin was sinking
due to age, the soil and the type of
original foundation, but thanks to
fundraising and an Indiegogo cam-
paign, the cabin was raised with jacks
and a new flat solid foundation was
installed in 2014.  Steuber calls it a
central part of local Scouts’ identity

and the ultimate kids’ clubhouse.

      
In addition, there are also regular

meetings with parents, along with the
monthly boys’ leadership meetings,
one big activity every month, along
with the Camporee and the major
event of the year – the Eagle Court of
Honor, which happens to fall on the
day after the Citizen of the Year din-
ner event.  Just last month, Troop 204
went snow camping in the Sierras and
built cave-like snow shelters.

      
As the name suggests, the popular

“50-Miler” backpack trip every sum-
mer is no walk in the park.  Scouts
from sixth to 10th grade, along with
dads and, of course, Steuber, hike 50
miles over eight days. 

      
The goal of all the meetings, ac-

tivities and outings is to develop lead-
ership skills, be comfortable in the
wilderness and, most importantly,
gain a “perspective beyond yourself.”
Overall, Steuber says being scout-
master “has just been a great experi-
ence for me.”  He credits the support
of fantastic parents.

      
With a high percentage of the

Lamorinda Scouts earning the top
rank of Eagle Scout, a very energetic
senior patrol – there are seven patrols
within troop 204, each with eight to
10 boys, and an active alumni group
– Steuber is now working on a grad-
ual exit strategy.  He figures he has
two years left as scoutmaster, then an-
ticipates a transitional year as the next
official scoutmaster gets up to speed.

      
Of course all this scouting com-

munity service is squeezed into his
“free” time, when he is not busy as
president of Associated Services – an
office refreshment business started by
his parents, Hal and Diane Steuber,
back in 1972.  The business now has
6,000 customers and 130 employees.  

      
Aside from his many responsibil-

ities as scoutmaster, under Steuber’s
leadership Associated Services has
given away over $100,000 through its
Classroom Scholarship Program over
the past seven years.  The program
gives grants for school supplies for
teachers to use in underprivileged
classrooms and offers funding for
field trips in schools from San Jose to
Santa Rosa to Sacramento.  

      
Hard to imagine anyone more de-

serving than hometown hero Tom
Steuber, who will be given the special
Citizen of the Year award by the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
with co-sponsor, the Lamorinda
Weekly.  

      
The Citizen of the Year celebra-

tory dinner will be held Friday, March
18 at the Lafayette Park Hotel where
friends, family, neighbors and former
Scouts are welcome. Cocktails are at
6 p.m.; dinner is at 7 p.m.  Reserva-
tions can be made at the chamber of-
fice or by phone at (925) 284-7404.

Tom Steuber Photo provided

Acalanes Principal Resigns
The Acalanes Union High

School District on March 3 an-
nounced the resignation of Acalanes
High School principal Allison Sil-
vestri, who will be leaving her posi-
tion as of June 30.  According to
AUHSD Superintendent John Nick-

erson, parent input will be sought and
the screening and interviewing
process will take place in early April.
The district hopes to identify the next
Acalanes principal by the middle of
April. - J.Wake

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesteam.com
BrydonIvesteam@apr.com

CalBrE#: 01408025
CalBrE#: 01367466

Positively Charming
233 La Espiral, orinda

originally built in 1949, this absolutely
delightful turn-key 3BD/2BA, 1,254+/-sf home
has been remodeled throughout and oozes
charm. A fabulous wraparound backyard
enjoys a creekside setting with a large level
grass area, stone patio and deck.

233LaEspiral.com Call for more information

Moraga Charmer   
17 thune Avenue, moraga 

Delightful 4BD/2BA turn-key property on a
quiet moraga street. Enjoy the spacious
floorplan of this 2,167+/-sf home that includes
a beautiful kitchen with breakfast bar open to
the family room. situated on a lovely .22+/-ac
lot with large flat backyard and play structure.

17thuneAve.com offered at $1,275,000

Orinda Hilltop Estate   
60 Donald Drive, orinda 

magnificent 5,627+/- sf private oasis with
unparalleled panoramic views that exudes
warmth & stylish living. this custom one-level
home with 4BD plus an In-Law/teen suite and
4.5BA also enjoys a detached building that is
perfect for an exercise room or office. situated
on a phenomenal 2.39+/-ac lot.

60DonaldDrive.com offered at $3,200,000

ComING sooN

PENDING 

w/muLtIPLE offErs 

AVAILABLE
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, April 12, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, March 21, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 28, 7 p.m.
Monday, March 14 canceled
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Town Council
Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Gary Bernie   &   Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie Ken Ryerson

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com
CalBRE#00686144 CalBRE#01418309 

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real Living

If you are considering selling your home, 
give us a call for assistance.

Local Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

Loud party, 2/16 A neighbor com-
plained of loud noise coming from
an Ascot Drive residence.  Al-
though the reporting person had
complained through the home-
owners association in the past, the
situation had not improved, so this
time complaints were escalated to
law enforcement.  Cops advised
the sensitive receptor to call police
when the noise was unreasonably
loud and they would enforce the
town’s noise ordinance.  Accord-
ing to the neighbor there has been
unrelated suspicious activity at
that address before, and he or she
wanted to have the situation doc-
umented in case there are future
more serious incidents with the al-
legedly scofflaw neighbors.

Card holder vanished 2/19/16  Dur-
ing the night or morning hours a re-
porting person lost her card holder
that included a driver’s license, nu-
merous credit and debit cards as
well as insurance cards.  It was last
seen at a local restaurant in the
Rheem Shopping Center.  She just
wanted documentation since she
was scheduled to take a trip via air-
plane in the very near future, and
wanted something to show the TSA,
since she couldn’t obtain a replace-
ment photo ID in time.  

Non-burglary 2/19/16  A Lynwood
Place resident called police to report
a residential burglary.  Cops deter-
mined that someone entered the
home, but appeared not to have
taken anything.  Insufficient evi-
dence for further investigation. 

Alleged loud music 2/20/16  An
anonymous caller alerted police to
loud music coming from a Moraga
Road apartment at 10 p.m. on a Sat-
urday night.  When police arrived,
they didn’t hear any loud music.
Just 15 minutes later the reporting
person called back and invited po-
lice into his apartment to hear the
“loud music.”  Cops could hear the
faint sound of music coming from
the adjacent apartment.  The neigh-
bor was contacted and told police
the fellow next door was sensitive,
but agreed to turn the music down.
The incident was recorded on the of-
ficer’s body-worn camera.

Car versus deer 2/22/16  Around 6
p.m. cops responded to a report of a
deer that was struck by a vehicle at
an undisclosed location in Moraga.
Police noted the gravely injured deer
lying in the roadway.  Due to the ex-
tended estimated time of arrival
from Animal Control Services, the
deer was “dispatched,” according to
the police report, to prevent further
suffering, and was left to be picked
up by Animal Control at a later time.

Identity theft, 2/22/16  A Moraga
resident went to the police depart-
ment on Rheem Boulevard to report
a fraud.  The victim received a letter
from Kohl’s customer service re-
garding the fraudulent creation of an
account using the resident’s personal
information.  Later, the subject be-
came aware of more attempts to cre-
ate fake accounts at other
businesses.  This was a first for the
victim.

Tax return identity theft 2/23/16  A
Peralta Court resident alerted police
that she had reported an incident to
the IRS and it was being investi-
gated by their agents.  The IRS told
the reporting person to follow up
with her claim by filing a report with
the FTC (Federal Trade Commis-
sion).  In order to complete her
claim with the FTC, she had to ob-
tain a case number from her local
law enforcement agency.  Voila!

Other crimes occurring in
Moraga between Feb. 16-23:

Domestic Dispute – Augusta
Drive, Rheem Boulevard
False Alarm – Camino Pablo,
Claudia Court

Moraga Police 
Department

Will JM Students Get to Sleep In?
By Sophie Braccini

For several years, Joaquin Mor-
aga Intermediate School princi-

pal Joan Danilson has hoped to build
a consensus around the idea of start-
ing the day at JM later than the current
bell time of 7:50 a.m.  Backed by sci-
entific research, Danilson believes the
time change would not only increase
student academic performance, but it
would simply make the students hap-
pier. 

      
In spite of seemingly high parent

support, key factors still need to be
analyzed, such as the allocation of
Lamorinda bus resources.

      
Of the three Lamorinda middle

schools, JM students arrive at school
the earliest. Most middle schools in
the state and across the country start
school after 8 a.m., with some starting
as late as 9 a.m.  Locally, Orinda In-
termediate School starts at 8:45 a.m.,
Stanley Middle School in Lafayette
starts at 8:15 a.m., and Walnut Creek
Intermediate at 8:25 a.m.  JM school
psychologist Kathleen Day, Ph.D.,
noted during a parent presentation on
Feb. 25 that not following the natural
sleep pattern, or sleep phase delay, is
linked to poorer academic perform-
ance, poor long-term memory and de-
cision making, increased risk in traffic
accidents, as well as depression.  

      
“Children are asked to wake up

earlier as they transition from elemen-
tary school, right when their circadian
rhythms start changing, their mela-
tonin production shifts, and they nat-
urally go to sleep later,” said Day.  In
a Stanford study called Summer
Sleep Camp, elementary, middle and
high school aged children lived in
quarters with no natural light or indi-
cation of the time of day.  “The results
showed that children needed the same
amount of sleep, between eight and a
half and nine and a quarter [hours],”
said Day, “but starting around 10 and
11 years of age, they fall asleep later
and wake up later.” Pre-teens and
teens have a hard time falling asleep
before 10 or 11 p.m.

      
“It is important for school districts

to regularly test existing conditions
per research and engage our stake-
holders in discussions about what is
best for student learning,” said Mor-
aga School District Superintendent
Bruce Burns. “The district's charge at
this time is educate students, staff,
parents and the community about
sleep research and a possible later
start time at JM, and to solicit their
feedback.”

      
In the most recent parent-student-

staff survey in Moraga, 20 percent of
the parents believe that the present
7:50 a.m. start time is the best option,

while the remainder favored a later
start time, with 8:20 and 8:40 a.m.
being the top two favorite alterna-
tives.  Among the students, 32 percent
favored the present 7:50 a.m. start
time, with the favorite alternatives
being 8:20 and 8:50 a.m.  Thirty-eight
percent of the children expressed con-
cern that a later start time would affect
their extra curricular activities.
Among staff, 42 percent rejected the
idea of a change in schedule; one of
the teachers' major concerns was that
students have a hard time focusing
after lunch.

      
The parents who attended the

Feb. 25 meeting expressed support for
a later start time.  One parent said he
would adapt his schedule, while an-
other said she would make the needed
adjustments for the benefit of her chil-
dren.  Another parent noted that after-
school time would not be impacted
since getting up later would mean that
the students would also be able to stay
up later.  

      
The main difficulty of changing

the bell schedule, according to Danil-
son, is the busing of students.  She
said the Lamorinda School Bus Pro-
gram would not have enough buses to
add new routes for JM. The buses that
service Moraga currently travel more
than one route at pickup and dis-

missal. “There needs to be a 35- to 40-
minute difference between the ele-
mentary and middle schools start bell
time so the buses can drive two con-
secutive routes,” said Danilson.  

      
When one mother asked how

Orinda and Lafayette managed the
system within the Lamorinda School
Bus program, Danilson indicated that
in Orinda there was a 40-minute dif-
ference between the elementary and
middle school start time.  

      
According to the Lamorinda

School Bus Program website,
www.lamorindaschoolbus.org, which
provides the bus route schedule for all
the Lamorinda schools, elementary
and middle schools in Lafayette start
at roughly the same time and enough
buses are provided to accommodate
them.  Lafayette has eight bus routes
total, Moraga has 10, and Orinda has
10 for the middle school alone, and
eight routes for the elementary schools.

      
The school board will hold a spe-

cial public meeting regarding the
question of the possible change in the
bell schedule on March 22. Follow-
up surveys will be conducted after the
meetings.  The school board will hear
an update and recommendation in
April.  The board will be in charge of
making the final decision regarding
the possible change in bell schedule.

We did it again!

Lamorinda’s Trusted Choice for Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years of 
experience and receives extensive training through our Home Care Assistance
University. All applicants are thoroughly screened, including DOJ and FBI 
background checks and in-house finger-printing, and are matched to your 
family’s individual needs and preferences. 

Ongoing Client Care Management and Quality Assurance. We don’t just
match you to a caregiver! Our comprehensive care team is always there to check
in and ensure the highest quality of care. We are on call 24/7 for total peace of
mind and can even process long term care insurance for you!

The Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers the
Cognitive Therapeutics Method™, a research-backed activities program that 
promotes brain health, engagement and vitality in our clients...at no additional cost.

Call one of our Client Care Managers today for your free consultation.

Home Care Assistance was named ‘Best of Home Care 
2016’ by Home Care Pulse for yet another year!

925-820-8390 
HomeCareAssistance.com

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

Town Opts Out of  Community Electricity – For Now
By Sophie Braccini

The Town of Moraga decided
not to join the Marin Clean En-

ergy (MCE) cooperative electricity
acquisition group, a Community

Choice Aggregation (CCA) program,
before its March 31 open enrollment
deadline, which would have included
an $18,000 reduction in cost of the
program.  

      
According to information on the

Contra Costa County website, CCA,
also referred to as Community Choice
Energy (CCE), is “the practice of

pooling consumer electricity demand
within a region for the purpose of
procuring energy and selling it to cus-
tomers. The existing energy utility re-
mains responsible for transmission,
distribution, and billing. The most
common reason for jurisdictions to
pursue CCA is to promote electricity
generation from renewable energy

sources and offer consumers a choice
in purchasing electricity with poten-
tial opportunities for cost savings.” 

      
Not wanting to be pressured into

making a fast decision, the council
members asked for more time, hoping
to keep their options open if Contra
Costa County decides to create a CCA
of its own.  ... continued on page A11
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Moraga Citizen of the Year Nominations Requested
Do you have a person in mind for the Town of Moraga to honor as 2016 Citizen of the Year?
Criteria are as follows:

•Must NOT be a current elected or paid member of any city council, school board or commission;
•Must be a current Moraga resident;
•Must be someone who has given their time, money or energy to help make Moraga a vibrant community, one where people want to live, work and shop;
•Must be someone who brings the community together and makes us proud to be residents of Moraga.

     Please email your nomination to nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or send it to Moraga Citizen of the Year nominations, Lamorinda Weekly, PO Box 6133,
Moraga CA 94556.The deadline for submitting nominations is Thursday, March 17.  
     A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, April 29 at the Soda Center at St. Mary’s College to honor the winner.  The 2016 Moraga Citizen of the Year Award
is co-sponsored by the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, St Mary’s College, the Lamorinda Weekly and Kiwanis of Moraga Valley.

Moraga Police Arrest Sexual Assault Suspect
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Police investigators
Sgt. Brian South and Cpl.

Kevin Mooney, with the assistance of
the San Bruno Police Department and
the Missoula Police Department in
Montana, investigated a case of sex-
ual assault that led to the arrest of the
suspected perpetrator.  The Moraga
Police Department case began when
the victim and her mother, who used
to live in Moraga, reported on Jan. 28
that a male person related to them had
been sexually assaulting the now 17-
year-old girl over a period of 10 years
in two different states.

      
“They came to us and we imme-

diately started the investigation,” says
acting Moraga Chief of Police Jon

King.  “The two Moraga officers col-
laborated with other police depart-
ments, and professionals from the
District Attorney’s office who have
special training for these kinds of
cases.  Their support was essential.” 

      
King says that the suspected per-

petrator, 62-year-old Walter Melville,
was charged on Feb. 23 with suspi-
cion of 13 felonies and the judge
signed a warrant for his arrest.  The
police arrested him in San Bruno
where he now lives, and he was
booked into the San Mateo County
Jail for the outstanding warrant.

      
“I can’t praise that young girl

enough for her courage,” says King.
“Our society is still plagued with

such crime.  It is very traumatizing
and it takes a lot of courage to come
forward and report it. She is an ex-
ample for other victims.” According
to King, the alleged assaults began
before the girl was 7 years old.  He
believes that programs such as those
conducted in Lamorinda by the
Child Abuse Prevention Council are
important.  “Anytime we can help
kids have a voice and become able
to say no, in this area [of sexual
abuse], or drugs and alcohol, and get
help when they need it, that’s fine,”
said King.

      
Anyone with information about

this case is asked to contact South at
(925) 888-7052.

HAPPY
CLOSETS
CLEAR SPACE, 
CLEAR MIND

Call us to start your
Spring Cleaning

Today!

We specialize in 
decluttering and organizing

New Clients CALL for a
COMPLEMENTARY FIRST HOUR

925-708-3174   |   www.happyclosets.org
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

• Closets   
• Cabinets 
• Pantries

• Garages  
• Rooms
• Offices

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

SUMMER JOBS
AVAILABLE WITH TOWN

APPLY TODAY!

APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

HOME STARTS HERE

/ /

ORINDA   $3,200,000

60 Donald Drive  |  4bd/4.5ba
L. Brydon/K. Ives  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   PRICE UPON REQUEST

1903 Reliez Valley Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $3,750,000

1982 Reliez Valley Road  |  4bd/4.5ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $2,495,000

8 El Sereno  |  4bd/5ba
A. Marks/J. Dalton  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $3,500,000

931 Sunnyhill Road  |  5bd/3.5ba
Karen Richardson  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,800,000

52 Camino Don Miguel  |  4bd/3.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111
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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, March 9, 2016www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, March 15, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, March 14, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Feb. 7 - 20
Alarms 70
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 1
Traffic stops 58
Suspicious Circumstances 7
Suspicious Subjects 14
Suspicious Vehicles 15
Barking Dog

10 block El Caminito 
Burglary, Auto

10 block Loma Vista Dr
90 block Brookwood Rd

Burglary, Commercial
20 block Orinda Way

Burglary, Residential
400 block Camino Sobrante

Credit Fraud
200 block Orchard Rd

Civil
10 block Beaconsfield Ct
100 block Orchard Rd

Disturbance
Wilder at Gateway Blvd
100 block Stein Way

Dispute
60 block Oak Rd
Wanda Lane/Tahos Rd

Forgery
20 block Orinda Way

Health & Safety Violation
Miramonte High School

ID Theft
30 block Donna Maria Way
50 block Sleepy Hollow Ln
100 block Moraga Way
10 block Don Gabriel Way
Reported to police (2)
20 block Normandy Ln
100 block Canon Dr
30 block Daryl Dr

Ordinance Violation
40 block Tarry Ln 

Police/Fire/ EMS
100 block Village Square

Promiscuous Shooting
10 block Tumbling Brook Rd
40 block Camino Sobrante
10 block Warford Terrace

Public Nuisance
100 block Las Vegas Rd
Martha Rd/Glorietta Blvd
10 block Bel Air Dr
Totterdale Ct/Ardith Dr
Tahos Rd/Bates Blvd
400 block Dalewood Dr
20 block La Vuelta 
200 block La Espiral
100 block Oak Rd
Southwood Dr/Southwood
80 block Davis Rd
20 block Southwood Dr
20 block Muth Dr

Reckless Driving
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd
El Toyonal/Camino Pablo
Wilder/Hwy 24
Camino Pablo/Miner Rd 
Moraga Via/Glorietta Blvd
San Pablo Dam Rd/Wildcat 

Resist/Delay/Obstruct
10 block Orinda Way

Stolen Vehicle Recovery
Miramonte High School

Theft, Petty
Safeway
Rite Aid

Theft, Vehicle
20 block Orinda Way

Unwanted Guest
60 block Moraga Way

Vandalism
Miramonte High School 

Warrant Service/Arrest
Hwy 24/Orinda exit 

City Reaches Agreement with Represented
Employees on 2015-17 Contract
Orinda employees represented

by the Teamsters received a 3
percent pay increase effective Jan. 9,
and will receive another 3 percent
raise on July 1 of this year, under the
terms of a two-year contract approved
by the City Council on Feb. 16.  Rat-
ification of the agreement ends a

lengthy negotiation between the city
and represented employees.

      
Other key terms settled by the

agreement include increases in the
city’s contribution to the employees’
401(a) retirement plan, from 10 per-
cent to 12 percent on Jan. 9 to 13 per-
cent on July 1 of this year, and in

standby pay, from $200 to $300.  The
city will also contribute up to 14 per-
cent, cumulatively, of the increased
premium cost for medical benefits
during the term of the agreement, and
will share any cost increases equally
with employees beyond that.

      
The city agreed to establish a

State Disability Insurance program
for employees, funded entirely by the
employees.

      
The agreement is in effect for the

period from July 1, 2015, through
June 30, 2017.
– Victor Ryerson

Founding Member of  Moraga-Orinda Fire District Honored
By Nick Marnell

You have to wonder how many
lives have been saved thanks to

that day in 1995 when Orinda devel-
oper John Wyro flipped through the
newspaper, looking for something to
do. 

       
“The county supervisors ran an ad

looking to replace board members at the
Orinda Fire District.  I thought, maybe
I can help here,” said Wyro, who will
be honored March 18 as the 2016
Orinda Citizen of the Year.  He got the
job, thanks to his background in Vacav-
ille city management, where Wyro had
prepared a $13 million budget and ne-
gotiated the union contracts.  

      
It didn’t take him long to figure

out that the citizens of Orinda would
be better served by a merger between
the Orinda and Moraga fire districts.
Wyro saw that Contra Costa County
supplied the OFD with old equip-
ment, the closest ambulance was as-
signed to Walnut Creek and
paramedics did not staff the district
apparatus.  He talked with fire offi-
cials in Moraga and he orchestrated
the creation of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District in 1997. 

      
“Of all the community work I

have been involved with, the forma-
tion of MOFD was the most reward-
ing,” he said. “As a result, we brought
paramedics to Orinda, and lives have
been saved.  If you can do that, noth-
ing else really counts for much.”

      
Gordon Nathan served with Wyro

on the original MOFD board.  “John
was right in the thick of it, lending his
ideas and opinions,” he said.  “He was
elected the first board president and
was instrumental in seeing that the
new district built its first new fire sta-
tion in almost 50 years.”

      
Wyro said his biggest public serv-

ice frustration came shortly after he
left the MOFD board, on which he
served for nearly 17 years. 

      
“Station 46 was the low point,” he

said, referring to the failed joint ven-
ture between MOFD and the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection District
to erect a fire station at the Lafayette-
Orinda border.  The consolidation was
expected to save each district $1 mil-
lion annually in operating costs.  

       
“I still think 46 was the best thing

for the community and the taxpayers,”
he said. “We could have done a lot of
things, not the least of which was to
take care of the unfunded liability.”  The
district recognizes more than $28 mil-
lion in net pension liability as of 2015. 

      
“The breakdown was the lack of

commitment from the county; $1 mil-
lion to the supervisors is not really
that big of a deal,” said Wyro. “But
the community got an extra fire sta-
tion, so if that’s the worst thing that’s
happened, then I guess it’s not too
bad.”

      
Wyro met his wife, Evans, while

they were students at Utah State Uni-
versity. Married 47 years, they have
two daughters, each with two chil-
dren. It was Wyro’s family who in-
spired him toward his original Orinda
volunteer commitment, as assistant
coach for his daughter’s Orinda Youth
Association soccer team.  

      
“The coach quits, now I’m the

coach,” he said.  “After a game I was
approached by two members of the
Orinda school board.  They were get-
ting ready to surplus sites, and they
knew about my career as a developer.
They asked me if I’d run for a board
seat.”  Wyro won the election and
served on the Orinda Union School
District board from 1985 until 1989.

       
Today Wyro serves as a board

member of the East Bay Waldorf
School, again at the behest of his family.

“My daughter teaches there, and the
school has some land issues coming up.
It’s the best of both worlds,” he said.

      
At least until he once again flips

through a newspaper and finds an-
other Orinda volunteer opportunity
that he simply cannot refuse.

      
The March 18 Citizen of the Year

dinner at the Orinda Community
Center starts with drinks at 6 p.m.,
and dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets are $55.
For tickets, go to Park Plaza Real Es-
tate, 18 Orinda Way, or call (925)
254-7766.

John Wyro Photo Ohlen Alexander

Maureen Wilbur

Direct: (925)253-6311   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor

sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Simply Stunning! Gorgeous Gated totally remodeled and expanded 5 bedroom
4.5 bath single level 3700+ square foot home with fine finishes on an
approx. .86 acre private pancake flat lot near Glorietta Elementary School. 

Call Maureen for details.

Glorietta Neighborhood Coming Soon!
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Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.  
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Strong buyer demand 
+ low inventory 

+ masterful marketing and negotiation 
= SOLD for top $$$

Call me about pre-sale fixups that really pay-off!

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E. Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Now is the best time to sell a home in years!

CalBRE#01335916

Taverna    
Pellegrini

Soup or Salad

Choice of
Roasted pork Alla romana
Spinach ravioli with pesto
Linguini with clams

Glass of House Wine

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday-Thursday*

*Not valid on 2-14-16

Taverna Pellegrini
925-258-4200

65 Moraga Way, Orinda

March      Early Bird Special     $24.95

Development, More Development, And
Then Traffic
By Sophie Braccini

The Feb. 29 Tri-city meeting
gave the city councils of

Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda the op-
portunity to get together, share infor-
mation about what is happening in
each community, brag a little, con-
gratulate each other a little, and then
discuss potential opportunities for
collaboration.  The focus was on de-
velopment and its traffic impact.

      
At the beginning of the meeting

Lafayette Transportation Planner Jim
Hinkamp presented information from
Lafayette’s downtown traffic study,
which illustrated the council mem-
bers’ concerns about road congestion.
The city has led an extensive traffic
and parking study using new technol-
ogy such as aggregated GPS traffic
data, and including public surveys, to
understand where and when traffic is
most congested in downtown

Lafayette.  It showed that Mt. Diablo
Boulevard is most impacted, with its
Moraga Road intersection and High-
way 24 access points.  The study
showed that about one-third of this
congestion is through traffic, originat-
ing outside of and extending beyond
the downtown area, underscoring the
potential impact Moraga drivers have
on Lafayette's traffic congestion.

      
When Hinkamp used a Moraga

driver as an example to explain the
concept of through traffic, Moraga
Mayor Mike Metcalf noted that the
deteriorating condition of Lafayette
traffic could hardly be blamed on
Moraga, since the town has practi-
cally stayed the same over the last 25
years.  “Plan Bay Area” notes that,
hypothetically, housing increase pro-
jections over the next 25 years show
about twice as much new housing in

Lafayette than in Moraga. 

      
Moraga has a total of 70 units cur-

rently under construction, all single-
family housing, including dense
single-family residences on lots in the
3,000-square-foot range along Mor-
aga Road.  The town has more proj-
ects in preliminary planning stages,
other single-family projects ranging
in the hundreds of units, but none will
be coming to fruition in the short
term.

      
Lafayette has nine downtown

projects, a mix of shared housing, sin-
gle-family homes and commercial
developments. Some 150 shared-
housing units are under construction
or have just been completed in the
downtown area, and about 70 single-
family homes are in the planning
process pipeline.

                   
... continued on page A11

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust
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5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Coldwell Banker Orinda

ORINDA $1,389,000
4/2.5. Coming Soon. Entertainer's dream
home with views and a pool. Approx.
2113 square feet.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

LAFAYETTE $2,090,000
4/3.5. Elegant home w/stunning views!
Gated community with club house,
pool & tennis courts.
McAtee/Wilson   CalBRE#01349369

LAFAYETTE $3,695,000
5/3. Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre
flat, charming single lvl traditional style
gated estate.
The Beaubelle Group  CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $879,000
3/3.5. 2079 Apprx.SF. Remodeled
Kitchen & Baths. Hwd Floors/Recessed
lighting.
Jim Ellis  CalBRE# 00587326

ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5. 8+ acres w/potential for
subdivision. Recently updated with
many features. One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams     CalBRE#01272382

ORINDA $1,399,000
4/2.5. Fantastic updated ranch style home
close to Glorietta School & Meadow
Swim & Tennis.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01388020

MORAGA $1,125,000
4/2. Level grassy yard, hardwood floors,
dual-paned windows, newer roof.  Top
schools.
The Holcenberg Team CalBRE#01373412

MORAGA $1,585,000
4/2.5. Wonderfully updated home. Newly
remodeled eat-in SS kitchen open to
family room.
Jason Evans  CalBRE#01887768

MORAGA $675,000
3/2. Miramonte Gardens end unit
backing to golf course, 1514 sqft, dual
pane windows, hardwood.
Kirsten Buckley  CalBRE#01922658

ORINDA $789,999
3/2. Downtown location with a view.
Approx. 1700 square feet. Close to
shops, dining and more!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,768,000
3/2. Fabulously updated w/ incredible
attention to detail. Gardens w/patios,
lawn & views.
Finola Fellner     CalBRE#01428834

ORINDA $1,098,000
3/2. Beautifully remodeled home.
Sought after Orinda location. Style and
charm throughout.
Susan Schlicher  CalBRE#01395579

ORINDA $1,557,000
4/4.5. Majestic setting in No. Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Open floor
plan. Don't miss!
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $3,195,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

#ThisIsHome 
#LoveWhereYouLive

This is where rainbows have 
been seen, magic fills the 
air…and pinching is kept to 
a minimum. 

Coldwell Banker. 
Where home begins.

THIS IS HOME

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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G
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Please submit  
Letters and Opinions:  

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Fire Districts

Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, March 16, 7 p.m.
New Meeting Room:
Moraga Library Community Room
1500 Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga
For meeting times and agendas,
visit www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 12, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Public Meetings

Emergency response information
and training:
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
www.lamorindacert.org.

MOFD Puts Station 46 Property on the Market
By Nick Marnell

The doomed fire station 46 proj-
ect slipped deeper into the his-

tory books March 2 when the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District board
declared the potential station site a
surplus asset and authorized its sale
through a listing agreement with
Coldwell Banker.  

      
The district purchased property at

1035 Lorinda Lane in Lafayette in
2013 to build a new fire station, which
would have consolidated MOFD sta-
tion 43 and Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District station 16.  The
joint venture unraveled in August.

      
Coldwell Banker agent Larry

Hood secured the listing. As Hood
was the agent who worked with the
district on the $1.2 million purchase
of the property, Fire Chief Stephen
Healy said he was able to sole-source
the listing agreement rather than put
it out for bid. 

      
“We are one of the most prolific

brokers in the area,” said Hood.  “We
do 40 to 50 homes a year. We will do
everything there is to do, including
staging this property at our own cost.”

      
The property was subdivided by

the district and both parcels are in-
cluded in the listing agreement.  Hood
said the agency will market the two
properties together, one including the
home and the other as a standalone
lot.  While not confirming a listing
price, Hood said he felt a reasonable
price point was $450,000 for the lot
and $1.225 million for the house.  

      
“And I’ll remind you that every-

thing we’ve sold this year has gone
over asking,” he said.

      
The district is renting the house

and gave the tenants a notice to vacate
by the end of March. According to the
six-month listing agreement, the real
estate agency will submit the property
to the Multiple Listing Service in April.

      
The motions to surplus and sell

the property passed 4-0, with Steve
Anderson absent. The motion to list
the property with Coldwell Banker
passed 3-0, as director Fred Weil, who
until 2000 represented a company that
Hood owned, abstained.

CERT-ified ... continued from page A1

      
California seems to constantly

teeter on the brink of one disaster or
another – earthquake, wildfire or El
Nino storms, and emergency respon-
ders have long preached the practical-
ity of resident community
preparedness. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency website
says the CERT concept was initially
developed by the Los Angeles City
Fire Department in 1985, and the pro-
gram was made available nationwide
in 1993. The Lamorinda CERT pro-
gram began in the mid-1990s, when
it was known as the Neighborhood
Emergency Response Team, said
Gordon Nathan of Moraga, the pro-
gram’s original trainer. Initially a re-
sponsibility of the then Moraga Fire
Department the CERT program was
administered for a time by the Lam-
orinda police departments. The Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District now
administers CERT. 

      
Lamorinda CERT is organized

under the California Volunteers pro-
gram and the Department of Home-
land Security.  It is one of 17 CERT
programs offered throughout Contra
Costa County. “We keep adding to
our curriculum,” Seibert said, and “it
keeps changing.” Lamorinda CERT
has developed training modules deal-
ing with communication and pet care
during disasters, and shares new units

with other CERT programs. 

      
“I always thought about doing it

[taking the class],” said Lafayette res-
ident Gerry Robey. “You have to look
after your neighbor.” Robey learned
about the class offering through an on-
line neighborhood website; he plans to
enlist a friend to help him set up a tele-
phone tree for use during emergencies
in their area.

      
“When they’re done, they can take

care of their family, their neighbors and
eventually organize their neighbor-
hood,” said Lamorinda Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator Dennis
Rein. He found the latest group “an in-
teresting collection of people of all
walks of Lamorinda life,” and likes to
ask each new CERT volunteer one
final question: “What’s next?”

      
CERT emergency preparedness

sessions are offered three times a year,
and are open to all Lamorinda resi-
dents or employees. The spring ses-
sion in Moraga is already filled, but
space is still available in the fall ses-
sion in Orinda, which begins Sept. 7.
CERT also hosts monthly perishable
skills refresher courses the second
Monday of each month at the Orinda
Library. 

      
“We’re always open to teaching

groups [of 25],” Seibert said. For de-
tails, call (925) 255-5143 or visit
http://www.lamorindacert.org.

CERT trainee Bruce Sprague, left, and Adrian Durbin, right, treat mock
victim Martin Valentines for injuries during the medical portion of their
final. Photo Cathy Dausman

CANCER CARE

 more
 hope
We are committed to fighting cancer 
and saving lives — through early 
detection, advanced research, and 
a team approach to compassionate, 
personalized care. Every day, we’re 
using our experience and expertise  
to help create more success stories 
than ever before. 

Our members have access to:
•  Advanced robotic-assisted

surgeries for some cancers
•  Specialists in surgery, gynecology,

and medical oncology
•  Some of the newest cancer

therapies through our 
clinical trials program

•  Convenient walk-in mammograms
and same-day breast biopsies

To learn more, visit kp.org/diablo.

““NNootthhiinngg

mmaakkeess mmee 

hhaappppiieerr tthhaann 

ttoo sseeee 

yyoouu ssmmiillee!!””

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

FFaammiillyy && CCoossmmeettiicc DDeennttiissttrryy PPrroovviiddiinngg PPeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd CCaarree tthhrroouugghh QQuuaalliittyy DDeennttiissttrryy

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

$40 off
mention this ad to 
receive $40 off any 
dental treatment

Exp. 4-30-16

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

moragadental.com

like us on

Comfortable, Convenient Family 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

Preferred Provider for Invisalign

Always accepting new patients 
of any age

Member:
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD
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Former proposed Station 46 site location on Lorinda Lane in Lafayette Photo Andy Scheck
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Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities
that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor,

don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your
letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you’d like to be

considered for the  Public Forum. 

                                                       Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of 
                              the writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
                              published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of 

residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business
in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for
verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500
words will be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com
for submission guidelines. email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail:
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

I have been working with (and at times against) the City of Orinda for a
decade to provide a funding package to bring Orinda’s roads up to an ac-
ceptable standard and then provide maintenance to keep them in good
shape. 
There are viable options.  The City’s proposed $25 million bond to be re-
paid by an additional Ad Valorem tax is not one of them.  It has three
strikes against it:
1) 90 percent of the cost will be borne by the youngest members of our
community who have recently moved to Orinda or have yet to move here.
These people were not responsible for the $80 million maintenance deficit
which has been accrued over the past 25 years and should not bear the
full responsibility of paying for it.
2) The proposal will fall short of repairing all the roads however it will repair
enough to make a final “installment” highly improbable.  City Council
Member Darlene Gee, a professional transportation engineer with 35 years
of experience in these types of projects, made very clear the risk the com-
munity faces if it votes for this partial fix.  That could be “it” and 1,000
households will continue to live on bad roads for the indefinite future.
3) There is no provision for future maintenance. Once the roads are fixed
(at a cost of $80 million), will the unglamorous job of paying several hun-
dred dollars per year per household for maintenance be voted for?  Or will
our $80 million just go down the drain and in 25 years the community
will find itself right back to where we are today?
The community needs to discuss these issues.  So far, the City has not
shown any intension of opening up the discussion.
I have created a web site, www.OrindaRoadFacts.info, which lays out the
facts and discusses the issues.  It includes a survey
(www.surveymonkey.com/r/Orinda-Road-Survey-2016) and allows for
feedback and questions which will be posted.
I am not against taxes.  I do not believe that the City will waste funds
raised through mismanagement (or at least the cost of not fixing our roads
so overwhelms the minor “expense” of less than optimal management
that this “waste” should be accepted as the cost of a one-time project.)  I
am for moving forward and voting once and for all for a program to fix
our roads; provide maintenance funds; and do so in a manner which is
fair to all members of the community.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

Editor:

I'm writing to correct a point of fact in the article "Spirited Discussion
Ends with Approval for More Surveillance Cameras."
The vote was 5-0 for the Reconyx License Plate Readers and 4-1 for the
ALPRs from the Sheriff’s department. Vice Mayor Eve Phillips motioned
to separate the Reconyx cameras and voted for these cameras that have a
90-day retention period. The ALPRs upload to a database out of our direct
jurisdiction and California State law prescribe a retention limit of 1 year.
The people against the data retention are not against safety in Orinda.
They're against the Data Retention by entities outside our citizen control. 
California's ALPR law:
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billCompareClient.xhtml?bill_id=2
01320140SB893
Vigilant Solutions, the makers of the ALPRs, takes an adversarial view
of all laws that limit data retention:
http://www.officer.com/press_release/11403605/the-ugly-uglier-and-the-
ugliest-of-anti-lpr-legislation
http://vigilantsolutions.com/uncategorized/license-plate-recognitio-pri-
vacy-and-data-retention

William Chen
Orinda

Lic #079200358 
*Ask for details.

Only a few apartments remain. Call to reserve yours today!

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care

(925) 272-0074 
1010 Second Street 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
merrillgardens.com

Spring Cleaning?  
Leave the hassles behind
Yard work? Leave it to us. Household chores? We’ve 
got you covered. This is your time – and a world of 
interesting things is waiting just around the corner.

022916g_Lafayette_LaMorinda_Weekly_Spring_A.indd   1 2/29/16   2:25 PM

NEW TO CONCORD!

RCFE # License Pending

Oakmont Senior Living’s newest project is now under 
construction and scheduled to open in the late summer of 2016!

Oakmont offers a wellness center and a full-time nurse to assist
with all of your daily living needs in the privacy of your own home.

Luxury Senior Living
Assisted Living • Memory Care

Restaurant-Style Indoor and Outdoor Dining
Private Movie Theatre • Day Spa • Fitness Center
Pet Park • Resident Gardens and Walking Paths

1401 Civic Court
Concord, CA 94520
925-643-2037

oakmontofconcord.com
 

Studio, One Bedroom and Two Bedroom 
Apartment Homes Now Available for Reservation



It started at a flea market outside
of Toronto. Canada native and

Lafayette resident Susan Goldie,
then 10 years old, was snooping
through the stalls with her parents
when she happened upon an old
sewing machine that would set the
trajectory for her future.

      
“I bought it with my pocket

money,” Goldie recalls. “And it re-
ally opened the door. I loved that ex-
perience of creating with my hands
something that I was really proud
of.” At a time when online instruc-
tion wasn’t readily available, Goldie
was primarily self-taught. She went
on to attend fashion school in Mon-
treal and worked in costume and de-
sign for 15 years before taking time
off to raise her two sons.

      
Even during her leave of ab-

sence, Goldie was never far from the

world of fashion. “A lot of my
friends who had girls came to me
and asked to learn to sew,” says
Goldie. She could identify with the
young girls’ desires. Looking for a
part-time endeavor that would meet
the needs of the community and uti-
lize her expertise, Goldie began lay-
ing the groundwork for Sewnow – a
designer studio workspace stocked
with the latest machines, materials
and patterns, as well as instructors
who are ready to help you custom-
create anything you dream up. Lo-
cated in Lafayette on Golden Gate
Way across from the theater, it’s just
the sort of place where the younger
Goldie may have visited.

      
In addition to offering year-

round fashion design and sewing
classes, specialty workshops, com-
munity service events and private

sewing lessons, Sewnow also offers
summer camps for beginners and ex-
perts alike. 

      
“Summer camp is our most pop-

ular, energetic and fun product that
we offer,” says Goldie. “It’s been
steadily growing since we started [10
years ago].”

      
The weeklong program offers

full-day and half-day options with
morning session from 9 a.m. to noon
and afternoon sessions from 1 to 4
p.m. Juniors programs are available
for designers as young as second and
third grade, though the average age
is 12.

      
Previously summer programs

were divided by skill level, which
posed a problem when campers
came with friends of varying skill
levels. But thanks to FashionKit, a
digital product that offers a broad se-

lection of customizable patterns and
projects, along with online instruc-
tions, campers can work on projects
that fit their individual skill levels
and preferences.

      
“It opens the door for everyone

to work on projects that they’re in-
terested in, which might be different
from others in their group,” explains
Goldie. “Everyone has access to in-
structions on iPads and computers.
You can take all of that learning
home from camp and continue on at
home.”

      
Newbies start with Fashion Kit

101, which Goldie describes as a
“sewing machine boot camp” that
prepares them for the more advanced
projects available in Fashion Kit
Camp.

      
Camps are led by a team of four

to five instructors and a group of stu-
dio assistants, many of whom are
former campers themselves. Goldie
aims to maintain a 1:7 ratio between
instructors and campers, to ensure
accessibility.

      
Anjelica Sauerwein, who holds

an associate’s degree in product de-
velopment and a bachelor’s degree
in business management from San
Francisco’s FIDM (Fashion Institute
of Design and Merchandising), cur-
rently works as a lead instructor at
Sewnow.

      
“I’ve always drawn and been

creative my whole life,” says Sauer-
wein. “My mom taught me to sew [at
8 years old] and I took it from there.”

      
When Sauerwein saw an ad for a

Sewnow camp instructor four years
ago, it seemed ideal. “I thought ‘I
could totally teach kids how to
sew,’” recalls Sauerwein. “‘That’d
be super fun,’ and it has been.” 

      
She has especially enjoyed see-

ing her students grow and develop
their skills as they come back class

after class and year after year. “I usu-
ally have a great relationship with
my students,” says Sauerwein.
“We’re like a little family in there.”

      
Goldie agrees. “What’s really

nice is making new friends at camp,”
she says. “If it’s an area you’re really
excited about, your regular friends
may not have the same level of inter-
est. It’s really nice to see kids find
their people.” 

      
Seventh-grader Ainsley Wood-

ford started at Sewnow when she
was 9 years old. “I just really wanted
to start sewing and it was the closest
place and seemed like a lot of fun,”
says Woodford. Her favorite projects
include a quilt and a hooded cardigan
she made using FashionKit. Wood-
ford is looking forward to this sum-
mer, when she can work on multiple
projects at once. “I think it’s a really
fun thing and a really cool experi-
ence to have.”

      
Early registration for summer

camp is open now. “There’s lots of
space left, but we advise families to
sign up ASAP for specific dates,”
says Goldie, noting that most of the
camps do fill up by the start of sum-
mer.

      
At the end of each summer,

Sewnow puts on a summer fashion
show at the Community Learning
Center. “The kids walk the runway
in the outfits they’ve made. It’s a
nice way to culminate the end of the
summer and something fun for all of
us,” says Goldie.
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Sewnow participants show off designs from the fashion studio’s summer camp program during a fashion show last
year in Lafayette.   Photo provided

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

Business

Sewnow Fashion Studio Celebrates 10 Years of
Cultivating Creativity
By A. K. Carroll

Sewnow fashion studio
3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette
(925) 283-7396
http://www.sewnow.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Now
accepting

new
patients!

Kristi L. Doberenz, D.D.S., Inc.
8 Camino Encinas, STE #110, Orinda

(925) 254-3725

Melissa Fahey Named Moraga Employee of the Month
for February

Melissa Fahey, a learning center aide with the Moraga
School District, has been named the Moraga Employee of
the Month for February. Fahey has been working success-
fully with local students from kindergarten through fifth
grade with a variety of learning disabilities for the past 14
years, assisting them through their academic challenges and
work. “Melissa plays such an important role in the academic
lives of those who have learning differences,” said Camino
Pablo School Principal Tom Rust. “She approaches each sit-
uation with a smile and positive attitude and also helps us
train new aides and help them develop strategies to ensure
academic growth.”  The Moraga Rotary and Chamber of
Commerce presented Fahey with gift cards to Safeway and
Ristorante Amaroma in Moraga at the Moraga Rotary lunch
on March 1.

Association Communications Celebrates 24 Years
533 Moraga Road, Ste. 200, Moraga
(925) 283-4900 – www.acihoa.com
Association Communications, Inc. (ACI) celebrated 24 years
in business on Feb. 1. Caroline McCormick, CEO at ACI
provides expert management services to Common Interest
Developments more commonly known as Homeowners As-
sociations. Raised locally, McCormick started kindergarten
at Rheem School and graduated from Saint Mary’s College.
She moved back to Lamorinda when she started a family.
ACI is committed to excellence and will host its annual half-
day seminar, Saturday, March 12, providing ongoing educa-
tion for volunteer board and committee members. For more
info or to register call (925) 283-4900 x234 or go to
www.acihoa.com.

News from the Three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette 
A Runner's Mind, America's Local Run Specialty Store, will
be opening its doors this April in Lafayette, 3541 Plaza Way.
Monte Keleher, creator and owner of ARM, is inviting the
community to meet their team at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, March
12 at Wine Thieves, 3401 Mt Diablo Blvd., while enjoying
local beer, wine and food. RSVP now to shannon@arunners-
mind.com or (650) 619-3749.  
March Mixer from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 23 at
Clocks Etc., 971 Moraga Road, celebrating 40 years in
Lafayette.
2016 Citizen of the Year Tom Steuber will be honored at a
celebration dinner starting at 6 p.m. Friday, March 18 at the
Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa. For information and reserva-
tions, visit lafayettechamber.org. 
The Green Committee will meet at noon on Tuesday, March
22 at the Chamber office.

The Business Issues Forum will be held at 8 a.m. Friday,
March 25 at the Chamber office.
Dogtown Downtown, which includes a dog parade, activi-
ties, contests, demonstrations and vendors, is scheduled from
10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 9 at the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center.

Moraga
Meet new Chamber members 7:30 - 9 a.m. Friday, March 25
at the Hacienda de las Flores, 2100 Donald Drive, Moraga.
Mixer at the Serbian Cultural Church at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday,
April 19.
Save the date for the 2016 Citizen of the Year dinner, which
will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, April 29 at the Saint Mary’s
College Soda Center. 

Orinda
Save the date for the annual Orinda Restaurant Tour at 5 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26 at Orinda’s Theatre Square.
Save the date for the annual Orinda Chamber of Commerce
Trivia Bee, scheduled at 6 p.m. Friday, April 29, location to
be determined.

business briefs

From left: Moraga Chamber of Commerce President Wendy
Scheck, Camino Pablo Principal Tom Rust, Melissa Fahey, Super-
intendent Bruce Burns, and Rotary President Roger Gregory 

Photo provided

If you have a business brief to share, please  contact
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com  

Celebrating an Anniversary?
If your business is celebrating a significant
anniversary (5, 10, 20 years or more …) send
us a photo of your business, the owner(s) or
the staff with specific information about your
business and what you’re celebrating, and
we’ll include it in an upcoming issue.
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Complete Sewer Special istComplete Sewer Special ist
38 Years of Experience 

Video Inspections & Locating
Sewers Unclogged

Locally Owned & Operated
Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

No Landscape Damage

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

925.932.4023925.932.4023
www.GoTrenchless.com

Town Opts Out
... continued from page A4

      
“I’m feeling a lot of pressure

with this March 31 deadline and I
don't react well to pressure,” said
councilmember Phil Arth at the Feb.
24 council meeting.  

      
Vice Mayor Dave Trotter sug-

gested to Marin Clean Energy CEO
Dawn Weisz, who was at the meet-
ing, that her company extend its
deadline to the end of June to give
Moraga more time to decide.  Weisz
responded that her board would have
to make that decision.

      
“Why wouldn’t we want to keep

our options (with the county) open?”
asked Mayor Mike Metcalf.  The law
prohibits a city from joining two dif-
ferent CCAs.  If Moraga joined
MCE, it would preclude later joining
the county’s own CCA.  

      
Town Assistant Planner Cole-

man Frick noted the drawbacks of
waiting for the county to create its
own collective.  “The county is in the
preliminary stages of creating a
CCA,” said Frick. “The county has
asked for communities to share the
cost of a feasibility study.  There are
other unknowns for the county pro-
gram; one of their options is to join
MCE.”  

      
Frick noted that it took Alameda

county two years to go through such
a process, and that the cost to partic-
ipating agencies could be much
higher than what MCE is currently
asking. Because of all these uncer-
tainties, staff’s recommendation was
to join MCE.

      
The Board of Supervisor’s Inter-

nal Operations Committee Feb. 29
directed Jason Crapo of the County
Department of Conservation and De-
velopment to bring to the next board
meeting on March 15 a recommen-
dation to start a study to either join
MCE or engage in creating a Contra
Costa CCA.  Crapo anticipates the
feasibility study will be complete by
the end of 2016.   Alameda County
voted to create a CCA in June of
2014, but it has not launched yet.

      
Moraga residents came to the

council meeting to support the idea
of joining a CCA, but not necessarily
MCE.  Former mayor Lynda De-
schambault recommended keeping
control, investments and jobs local,
and supporting the county's efforts.
The Contra Costa Clean Energy Al-
liance says that the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency has
designated 40,887 acres of land in
Contra Costa County (mostly former
industrial sites) as suitable for renew-
able energy generation. This means
that the county’s local renewable
production potential could power
1.27 million homes. There are
406,772 households in Contra Costa
County.  

      
The council’s final decision was

to ask PG&E to share Moraga elec-
tricity data with MCE for potential
membership, while MCE decides
whether or not to extend the joining
open enrollment period for three
months. Staff will continue monitor-
ing the CCA efforts of Contra Costa
County as an alternative to MCE. 

Development, More
Development
... continued from page A7
Also, three commercial or mixed
projects are under development in
Lafayette.  With its multiple-story
apartments and condominium proj-
ects, Lafayette has the most active
downtown development, which, ac-
cording Vice Mayor Mike Anderson,
presents the challenge of preserving
the quality of life as that has been en-
joyed in Lafayette.

      
Orinda's development includes

the 245 Wilder homes, 16 of which
are completed and 23 are under con-
struction.  Mayor Victoria Smith
mentioned the commercial building
now in the planning review process at
25A Orinda Way across from the li-
brary, and JJ Ranch’s 13 single-family

homes with preservation of the Mor-
aga Adobe.  The mayor noted that the
recently completed housing projects
in Orinda, 73 homes at Orinda Grove
and the 67 Monteverde Senior Apart-
ments, were immediately sold out and
occupied.

      
The meeting concluded with a

presentation about common paving
jobs, such as a Moraga-Orinda
repaving of Ivy Drive, the combina-
tion of two separate surface seal proj-
ects in Lafayette and Moraga, and an
Orinda-Lafayette project at White-
Oak Court.  These collaborative proj-
ects were heralded as nice first steps
in the right direction.

Lafayette School District Leans Toward
Bond Measure ... continued from page A2

      
With no other facility funding

coming from the state, the district,
which includes four elementary
schools – Burton Valley, Happy Val-
ley, Lafayette, and Springhill – along
with Stanley Middle School, is on its
own.  

      
Superintendent Rachel Zinn said,

“There’s a tremendous amount of
need” due to wear and tear from
decades of constant use at every cam-
pus.  She explained that safe modern
schools are essential to protecting the
outstanding quality of local neighbor-
hood schools and that the longer the
district waits to remedy the laundry
list of renovations and repairs, the
more expensive it was going to be.  

      
HKIT Architects proposed a long

project list, covering renovation or re-
placement of aging, deteriorated
building systems and infrastructure at
each of the schools.  Specific items in-
clude aging roofs, plumbing, lighting,
heating ventilation and air condition-
ing, site utilities – sewer, water, and
electrical services – classrooms,
walls, ceilings, floor coverings, sid-
ing, paint windows, fire alarm sys-
tems, parking lots and more. 

      
The board concluded from all the

information gathered, including a
structural evaluation, a public finan-
cial management presentation, a ca-
pacity and utilization study along with
long-range enrollment projections,
that critical facilities at all of the cam-
puses that educate Lafayette students

from kindergarten through eighth
grade must be addressed.   

      
The Lafayette School District has

not had a bond measure since 1995,
although the Acalanes Union High
School District has had measures that
were passed by voters in 1988, 1997,
and 2002.  However, voters in 2014
approved Measure B, a parcel tax ex-
tension for the Lafayette School Dis-
trict, which continued existing tax
rates without an increase.

      
For more information on all the

studies the bond measure is based
upon, go to the Lafayette School Dis-
trict website, www.lafsd.k12.ca.us,
click on District, then select Facilities
Master Planning Resources from the
drop down list.

Ceiling water damage at a Lafayette school. Photo provided

Plaza Center
(925) 283-3380

6211 Medau Pl., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Offer good while supplies last.
One gift per customer, please. Gift Dates:

February 24 – March 13
Next to SaveMart & CVS

(530) 885-0500

FREE Gift with 
Purchase! 

Choose Your Moisturizer
BIENFAIT MULTI-VITAL NIGHT Cream
HIGH RESOLUTION NIGHT REFILL-3X™ Cream
RENERGIE LIFT MULTI-ACTION NIGHT Cream

Choose Your Gloss Shade
JUICY TUBES Lip Gloss (2 shade choices)

Recieve
ADVANCED GENIFIQUE Youth Activating Concentrate
CILS BOOSTER XL Mascara Primer
DEFINCILS Mascara
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover
Your Choice of Cosmetics Bag

Lafayette Montclair Auburn

YOURS WITH ANY 
$35 LANCOME PURCHASE 

($78.00 – 86.00 VALUE)
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Call me when you are ready to sell or buy 
a home and want the best results.

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

Viticultural Significance ... continued from page A1

Members of the Lamorinda Wine
Growers Association (LWGA),
which funded the study that was
submitted to the TTB for approval,
say that the AVA adds a sense of
place, and puts Lamorinda in a bot-
tle.  

      
“We felt that the existing AVAs

did not describe our wines ade-
quately,” says LWGA Vice-Presi-
dent Carol Haag.  “What we
discovered during the study is that
the actual city limits [comprising
Lamorinda] match a unique geo-
logical region with its own climate
and soil composition.” The domi-
nant geological formation, known
as the Orinda Formation, supports
most of Lamorinda, and the soils
found in Lamorinda are a combi-
nation of uplifted sedimentary for-
mations, some rich in marine
fossils, and erosion from the sur-
rounding mountains.  These unique
characteristics of the Lamorinda
terroir, the natural environment in
which a particular wine is pro-
duced, are favorable to great wine-
making.

      
There are five bonded wineries

currently within the Lamorinda

AVA, each producing a few hun-
dred cases per year.  TTB identi-
fied 46 commercially producing
vineyards covering approximately
139 acres in the Lamorinda AVA.
The individual vineyards are small,
people live where they grow their
vines, usually covering less than 5
acres, sprinkled like confetti
among the lower density housing
areas of the three suburbs.  Most of
the vineyard owners either simply
grow the grapes or make wine only
for their family and friends.  Not all
are part of the LWGA.

      
None of the winemakers at this

time make a fortune with their
wineries. “One needs to produce
20,000 to 30,000 cases a year to
make a living,” says Sal Captain of
Captain Vineyards in Moraga.  But
those who sell commercially have
already won awards in regional
wine competitions.  The Lamor-
inda terroir is rich, the flavors are
intense, and the colors deep.  Now
the new appellation is a way for
East Bay connoisseurs to source
truly local wines.  “The diverse
topology creates microclimates
that allow many grape varietals to

grow well in Lamorinda,” adds
Haag. “While there are some white
wine varietals being grown, Lam-
orinda is mostly devoted to red
wine varietals.  Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Pinot Noir, Syrah, Petite
Sirah and Sangiovese are most
common.  Being a relatively new
winegrowing area, there is some
experimentation going on with
some very interesting results.” 

      
It took the LWGA three years

to conduct the research and get the
TTB approval. Haag said that in
June of 2012 the group engaged
the services of professors Patrick
Shabram, Kenneth Verosub and
Michael Oskin to perform the nec-
essary research. “We were fortu-
nate to get amazing support from
the Livermore AVA,” adds Susan
Captain who was part of the AVA
committee with Chair Dave Rey,
Vlatka Bathgate, Tom Morehouse,
Jim Ward and Bill English.   Liv-
ermore’s AVA is three times as
large as Lamorinda’s, which will
be one of the smallest in the nation.
The quantity of grapes grown here
is likely to remain limited since
both the cost of land and the pres-
sure for more housing are quite
high.

      
The five bonded wineries al-

lowed to sell commercially are
Captain Vineyards in Moraga,
Deer Hill Vineyards in Lafayette,
Los Arabis Vineyards in Lafayette,
Meadow View Winery in Orinda,
and Vincenza Ranch in Moraga.
“Lamorinda wines are sold at Cine
Cuvee, The Cooperage, The
Fourth Bore, Hideout Kitchen &
Café, Lafayette Park Hotel,
Postino, Walnut Creek Yacht Club,
Amorama, Diablo Foods, Jack-
sons, Moraga Wine & Liquor and
the Wine Thieves,” says Haag.
Wines can also be purchased on-
line and at the individual wineries.
For information, visit Lamor-
indawinegrowers.com.

Sal and Susan Captain showing the Lamorinda AVA map
Photo Sophie Braccini

MMAARRYY BBEETTHH MMAACCLLEENNNNAANN  992255..332244..66224466 
TTOONNYY CCOONNTTEE  992255..770088..11339966 
marybeth@mbtcpartners.com 
tony@mbtcpartners.com 
License # 01480008 | 00959101 
Pacific Union # 01866771 
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Whether you are buying or selling a home, 
we can help you every step of the way! 
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 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!
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Local Residents Instrumental in
Supporting Marching Band
More needed for Kennedy High in Richmond
By Cathy Tyson

Colleen and John McCormick
know a thing or two about

marching bands.  They met as mem-
bers of the Cal marching band and
have two children who have en-
joyed music and have also played in
their college marching bands.  As
owners of Lamorinda Music on
Lafayette Circle, they reached out to
help the Richmond High School
band by offering the services of
John Quell, their talented instrument
repair technician, and also by donat-
ing some gently used instruments to
the school.  

      
Quell is working hard to get a

quick turn around on Richmond
High’s vintage instruments, collect-
ing them on Saturday and trying to
get them back to school on Monday
so the students will have something
to play.  These instruments have
clearly seen better days: they are so
old that finding replacement parts is
a real challenge; and they need to be
disassembled and put through an ul-
trasonic cleaner to bring them back
to life.

      
The McCormicks got wind of

the situation by crowdfunding site
Bring the Music Back, and the
fundraising request by community
organizer Cesar Zepeda, who was
principal for a day at Richmond
High and learned that the after-
school band class didn’t have nearly
enough instruments for all the stu-
dents.  

      
An anonymous donor who

walked into the Lamorinda Music
shop figured the crowdfunding site
was never going to be able to pro-
vide funding for all the flutes, clar-
inets, oboes, tubas and more, so the
fellow, who Colleen McCormick
describes as an attorney, not a mu-
sician, but “quite the character,”
made a $76,000 donation.

      
Due to his generosity 44 instru-

ments have been ordered and 42
have been delivered; two bassoons
will be arriving soon from the Mid-
west.

      
Current students will not only

get to use the instruments, but now
with the help of Quell – the fixer –
scores of students will use them for
many years to come.  

      
The independent business pro-

vided a pass through, McCormick
explains.  They buy the instruments
at cost, then she and her husband
load up their cars to deliver them to
the school.  Students are absolutely
thrilled with the new instruments
and Richmond High band director
Andy Wilke wants to share the
wealth with neighboring Kennedy
High School. 

      
Kennedy High’s third band di-

rector in three years, instructor
Robert Alfaro, has his work cut out
for him. When he arrived in the fall,
he found only 12 playable instru-
ments for the over 40 students en-
rolled in the class, so some students
resorted to playing snare drum on
buckets with drumsticks.

      
“I have met many students that

want and deserve a quality music
program here at Kennedy, so it is
my responsibility to provide what I
can to the best of my ability,” said
Alfaro.  “My piano lab is in full
swing; my guitar classes have many
once-failing students that are thriv-
ing in my class, and consequently
others, too.”  Alfaro’s goal is to
equip a marching and a concert
band, so those students could travel
and perform.  

      
“For now, if I can just get a cou-

ple sousaphones and mellophones,
we can at least play in the stands
next football season, and come back
indoors as we are this year. While a

marching band is certainly in
Kennedy's future, I also have a jazz
band in my three to five year plan,
and some new saxophones would
certainly help to ensure that,” said
Alfaro.  (See the specific wish list of
instruments below that, with proper
maintenance, should last for at least
20 years.)

      
So, Lamorinda Music has now

offered to pitch in for Kennedy
High School as well. 

      
Residents can bring used musi-

cal instruments to the shop, where
they will be refurbished and donated
to the school. The shop, located at
81 Lafayette Circle, just past Amer-
ican Kitchen restaurant in Lafayette,
is open Monday through Saturday.
For information, call (925) 385-
0963.

Colleen McCormick and John Quell in Lamorinda Music's repair room with a vintage sousaphone that needs work.
Photo C. Tyson

RIST
ORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17

• Thin-Crust Neapolitan Pizzas
• New Entrée Specials

• Full Bar with Specialty Cocktails
• Homemade Pasta, Soup, Salad and Dessert!

Delivery to Orinda
Nightly 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm (Catering available!)

www.piccolo-napoli.com
Lunch Wed-Sun 11:30

Dinner Nightly ‘til 9:00 pm, Fri-Sat ‘til 10:00 pm
2 Theatre Square, Orinda, (925) 253-1225

WINNER
Orinda Chamber of

Commerce

New Business 
of the Year!

Instrument Wish List for Kennendy High School
Marching Band instruments needed:

2 sousaphones 
2 mellophones, also known as marching French horns 
2 marching baritone horns 
2 4-valve euphoniums 
1 piccolo

Concert Band instruments needed:
2 oboes
2 bassoons 
1 bass clarinet
1 double B-flat tuba 
2 double (F/Bb) French horns 
2 4-valve euphoniums 
1 tenor, 1 baritone, 1 alto saxophone 

Floral Arts Florist

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765   www.floralartsflorist.com

Wedding consultations are
always complementary,

give us a call for an
appointment

"THE KNOT"

Flowers for all occasions
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It Can Happen in Lamorinda
Panel discussion on prescription drug abuse planned March 12
By Nick Marnell

D’Anne Burwell noticed her son’s slipping grades,
his weight loss.  But when his best friend told her

that her son had a problem, the news shattered the dream
life Burwell had imagined for her family.  She finally con-
fronted her 19-year-old over his OxyContin addiction.

      
“I paid for rehab,” said Burwell.  “But paying for

rehab was enabling him. I told him that he needed to find
recovery on his own.”  You cannot hurry a person who is
in denial, she said, and after a year of failed rehab attempts,
her son called home from Colorado and agreed to enter a
detox facility. 

      
“Part of my recovery is breaking my silence,” said

Burwell, an educator, who wrote the book “Saving Jake:
When Addiction Hits Home” to raise awareness of the
prescription drug abuse epidemic. She and fellow Bay
Area author Erin Marie Daly, who wrote “Generation Rx:
A Story of Dope, Death, and America’s Opiate Crisis,”
will share their stories of pain and recovery from the
scourge of prescription drug abuse March 12 at a free con-
ference in Lafayette. 

      
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention, 44 people die every day from an overdose of pre-
scription painkillers, and many more become addicted. 

      
Burwell said that her son, nearly four years clean and

sober and close to finishing his college degree, was proud
of the book and of his mother’s decision to speak out. 

      
Though the Burwell family story is on course for a

happy ending, such was not the case for the Daly family. 

      
Daly’s brother took prescription painkillers in high

school, and she said the one that stuck was OxyContin.
From that drug, her brother progressed to heroin and he
passed away from an overdose while away at college in
San Diego in 2009.  Daly, a freelance journalist, said she
pieced the story together after her brother’s death.  “My
brother was a very private person,” she said. “Some have
a predilection to addiction. But environmental factors con-
tribute as well. Prescription painkillers are so readily avail-
able that anybody can become addicted.  This could
happen to my daughter one day.”  

      
Daly said that her goal is not only to educate people

on the risks of prescription drugs, which she does through
her blog Oxy Watchdog, but also to stress that compassion
is essential for those who are addicted.  “Nobody wants
to hear this message,” she said.  “It’s our dirty little secret.”  

      
In addition to Daly and Burwell, Jaime Rich, coordi-

nator of the Lamorinda Alcohol Policy Coalition, will ap-
pear at the Lafayette conference.  “Don’t think that
prescription drug abuse can’t touch you, that this is not a

problem in your community,” said Rich.  “It can happen
in Lamorinda.”

      
“An Afternoon with Authors: Prescription Drug

Abuse Awareness” is scheduled from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 12 at the Lafayette Library Learning Center.
For information, call (925) 385-2280.

D’Anne Burwell

Erin Marie Daly Photos provided

Domestic Violence Survivor Uses
Meditation to Build a New Life
By Sophie Braccini

Mojgan Kaviani greets her vis-
itors with warmth and grace

before inviting them to sit in her living
room where tea will be served, along
with the pastries she made herself.
Far away from her native Iran, Ka-
viani has reconstructed a life for her-
self and her two children, part pastry
chef and part meditation instructor.
She says it is meditation that gave her
the strength to leave an abusive mar-
riage.  She now shares her knowledge
locally and with women seeking
refuge in shelters.  

      
Twenty-two years ago, as Kaviani

lived within the confines of her un-
happy marriage, a friend of her family
invited her to meet someone who
might be able to help her.  Kaviani
had no idea of who that person was or
what was going to happen, she just
trusted her friend.  “I was invited to
sit down by this man from India,” she
recalls. “He said I'm giving you a tool
to get to know yourself, how you use
it is your own choice.”

      
Kaviani never asked his name

and never saw him again. That person
taught her transcendental meditation.  

      
“He gave me a mantra,” she says.

“It is something that has a specific vi-
bration, just for you to start the jour-
ney inside and detach yourself from
the outside.  It does not necessarily
have a meaning.  I don't know how he
came up with this mantra, but it does
not matter.  Because it started chang-
ing me from inside.” 

      
Gradually Kaviani stopped look-

ing for everybody’s approval.  “I was
using the combination of praying, vi-
sualization, imagination and using
my mantra; that’s what my medita-
tion was made of.” She believes the
process gave her the strength to leave
her husband and her country, with
her children, and venture to the
United States.

      
Kaviani started working at the

Bank of the West in Orinda then held
different jobs, but when she went to
visit one of her nieces, who is a baker
living in Paris, she started her pastry

training.  Family and friends began
asking for more of her sweet cre-
ations.  “I love it,” she says. “It's like
another form of meditation for me.”
She holds a cottage license for her
company, From Moj With Love, and
she sells her products through Face-
book.

      
Then another opportunity pre-

sented itself, one she believes was a
miracle.  A year and a half ago, as
she was planning to attend another
class in France, Kaviani received an
email from the Deepak Chopra Cen-
ter telling her that she had been ran-

domly selected to spend a week
there. “I felt this was the place where
I belonged,” she says. “I owe every-
thing to meditation, and this place
was calling my name.”  When staff
at the center heard her story, they of-
fered her a scholarship to become a
certified Primordial Sound Medita-
tion instructor.  It was arduous study,
with a lot of reading, analyzing, writ-
ing and presenting, but she suc-
ceeded.  “I was married at 18 and
never studied, and suddenly I was
becoming something,” she says. 

                     
... continued on page B4

Mojgan Kaviani in her home Photo Sophie Braccini

Assembly Bill to Fund Support for
Domestic Violence Victims
Assemblywoman Catharine Baker of District 16, which covers Lamorinda,
is supporting legislation that funds programs for victims of domestic
violence.  Assembly Bill 1399, which allows an individual to designate on
his or her tax return that a specified amount in excess of his or her tax
liability be transferred to the California Domestic Violence Fund, was
passed by the state Assembly at the end of January.  The Assemblywoman
says that domestic violence can happen everywhere, but that programs
helping victims of domestic violence have faced a significant funding
shortfall in recent years. “I’m thankful my colleagues in the Assembly agree
that action must be taken,” she said.  AB 1399 now goes to the state Senate
for consideration. 

whenever
and
wherever
you
need
us. 

  

www.careindeed.com
(650) 328-1001  

 We’re  here  to  help . . .               24/7

Care Indeed is here to provide you or your loved one 
with fast, responsive and professional service. We offer 
lifestyle assistance which includes: personal care, help 
with mobility and simple exercises, companionship, 
medication reminders, meal preparation, light house-
keeping, shopping, errands, and transportation. 
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

2121 N. California Blvd., Ste. 290
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 317-3080
www.CareIndeed.comHome Care Organization #414700023

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.
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$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/31/16. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Sewer
• Water Heater
Specialist

• 24/7 Service

(925)377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Expires 3/31/16 Provided & installed by
LeapFrog Plumbing. 1 coupon per job.

CA Lic
929641

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

$25 OFF!
any plumbing job*

$75 OFF!
re-circ systems*

LeapFrog Plumbing
Save some WATER ‘n save some
GREEN this St. Paddy’s Day
with a re-circulating hot-
water pump. There’s one to
fit your needs (push-button,
timer-activated, full-time & more). 
Tired of waiting for that hot water to
arrive? No more water down the
drain while you wait for hot water! Head Frog Mo Williams

Tackling the Disturbing Trend of
Stressed-Out Students
By Uma Unni

According to the 2013 California
Healthy Kids Survey, which

was administered to all four of the
AUHSD schools that year, more than
900 students from the Acalanes
Union High School District
(AUHSD) seriously considered sui-
cide.  Twenty-four percent of ninth-
graders and 26 percent of
11th-graders reported feeling so sad
or hopeless that they had stopped
doing some usual activities – a classic
symptom of depression. 

      
A subsequent survey taken in

2015, the Challenge Success Survey,
revealed that little has changed since
then. 

      
The Challenge Success Survey

was administered by the Challenge
Success program, a nonprofit group
associated with the Stanford Graduate
School of Education. The results
showed that large numbers of
Acalanes High School students ad-
mitted to feeling high levels of stress,
to cheating, and, on average, students
were getting barely six hours of sleep.

      
“I was completely shocked and

horrified by that figure,” said Mandy
Chivers, Acalanes High School Par-
ents Club vice president of communi-
cations. “Something has to change.
As parents, we can’t just sit here with
these statistics – we need to make
something happen.”

      
In January, the Acalanes Parents

Club Wellness Committee organized
Green Ribbon Day, an event promot-
ing mental health awareness. Volun-
teer-run tables in the Acalanes school
quads provided information on stress,
anxiety, depression and overall men-
tal health.

      
The same evening, the Wellness

Committee held a Parent Education

event, “Harmful Stress and its Impact
on Teen Health,” which addressed the
growing problems of anxiety and de-
pression amongst students in the dis-
trict. Parents and AUHSD leadership,
including district Superintendent John
Nickerson and Acalanes Principal Al-
ison Silvestri, attended the meeting.

      
The main event was a four-person

panel, featuring a Lamorinda pedia-
trician, an Acalanes counselor, a Con-
tra Costa crisis manager, and a
Miramonte High School graduate.
The panelists discussed student stress,
and what could be done to help anx-
ious students target the main sources
of undue stress. 

      
Panelist Kate Wolffe, currently a

freshman at UC Berkeley, spoke
about her experience growing up in
Orinda. A recent graduate of Mira-
monte High School, she described
growing up in a town filled with “par-
ents, teachers and students of Orinda,
California, who are white-knuckled
drivers, pencil gnawers, Google Cal-
endar obsessives.” 

      
“From kindergarten on, we

Orinda elementary kids fall into a spi-
ral of organized recreation: character-
building hyperactivity until we get old
enough to fill out our own Google
Calendars, the momentum of the spi-
ral being all we ever know,” she said.

      
Wolffe explained how her own

stress mainly came from her desire to
be admitted into a college that her
community would “respect her for at-
tending.” Wolffe noted that UC
Berkeley accepted a mere 16.9 per-
cent of applicants in the year she ap-
plied. 

      
Panelist Dr. Daniel Robbins, a pe-

diatrician who has practiced in Lam-
orinda for 25 years, said that he has

observed strikingly high levels of
anxiety in his patients over the years.
Echoing Wolffe, he blamed the fact
that communities like Lamorinda
place tremendous emphasis on get-
ting acceptance to prestigious col-
leges. 

      
On a practical note, he urged fam-

ilies to do their best to make teens’
lives a little less stressful through sim-
ple practices, like making it a point to
eat family dinners together. He also
strongly recommended that parents
monitor students’ cell phone usage
during the school week. His concerns
about excessive phone usage were not
unfounded – the Challenge Success
Survey revealed that during home-
work time, 44 percent of Acalanes
students texted their friends, 30 per-
cent watched TV, Netflix and
YouTube, and 29 percent went on so-
cial media.

      
Dr. Robbins also had suggestions

for the school administration. These
included delaying the start of classes
by a half hour, and adjusting the aca-
demic calendar so that final exams
fell before winter break. Silvestri said
the school leadership is exploring
many possible changes, including
block scheduling, a homeroom sys-
tem, and alternative homework
schedules.

      
Green Ribbon Day was the Well-

ness Committee’s first attempt to raise
awareness of mental health. The com-
mittee is also in the process of work-
ing with Acalanes to implement
policy changes to reduce the burden
on students. 

      
As Chivers put it: “We just want

to bring happiness back to our
schools.”
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Domestic Violence Survivor Uses
Meditation to Build a New Life
... continued from page B2
It was arduous study, with a lot of
reading, analyzing, writing and pre-
senting, but she succeeded.  “I was
married at 18 and never studied, and
suddenly I was becoming some-
thing,” she says. 

      
One week before her finals, she

received an invitation from a friend to
attend a luncheon for the nonprofit
Stand for Families Free of Violence.

Kaviani now regularly teaches medi-
tation in transitional homes for
women in Contra Costa County.  

      
Kaviani also teaches meditation

in Lamorinda and believes that med-
itation is a way to access the inner
self; it is irreversible, and once it is
learned, it cannot be forgotten. “Who
we are has nothing to do with who we
are socially,” she said. “I think there

is more to life than meets the eye.” 

      
Kaviani will offer an open group

meditation at 11:30 a.m. March 26 at
the Lafayette Library, and a class
starting at the Lafayette Community
Center on Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m.
April 14 through May 19.    She also
offers meditation classes on Wednes-
days in her home.  For information,
call (925) 286-4434.

Hair Design by Alisa
Specializing in highlights, color, Brazillan
blowouts, special events styles and custom
haircuts!

Alisa Peters
Sison Salon
134 Village Square, Orinda
925-470-7440
dabombhairdresser@yahoo.com

20% Off
your first service 
with Alisa only.
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SUMMER THEATRE INTENSIVE
GRADES 6–8 • JUN 20–JUL 15
GRADES 9–12 • JUL 19–AUG 12

FILMMAKING &  
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SUMMER CAMPS 2016
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Aspen Network Team Camp
(Sierra Nevada Mountains)

Teens and young adults with social differences that include
anxiety, spectrum behaviors, OCD, ADHD or Non-verbal
Learning Disorder have discovered a safe space at our camp
located in the beautiful Sierra Nevada Mountains of Northern
California. Activities include river rafting, sailing on Lake Tahoe,
backpacking, hiking and campfires.
Dates: July 5-19
www.aspennetwork.net
(925) 262-3135

Camp Brainy Bunch
(Orinda)

It’s a summer of awesome, with amazing instructors, hands-on
creativity, small group sizes, single-subject learning and
organized outdoor fun. Convenience with Whole Food’s
catered lunches and extended-care options. Weeks include:
public speaking, creative writing, DIY engineering, leadership.
Dates: Weekly, June 27-July 29
www.CampBrainyBunch.com
(510) 548-4800

Camp Hacienda
(Moraga)

Moraga Parks and Recreation presents Camp Hacienda, a
daycamp for children ages 5-10 that will incorporate sports,
games, crafts and lots of other fun activities in the safe,
secluded environment of the Hacienda de las Flores! Extended
care and daily rates also available.
Dates: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., June 20 – Aug. 12, 
Extended care: 8 to 9 a.m. and 3 to 5:30 p.m.
www.moragarec.com
(925) 888-7045

Berkeley Rep School of Theatre 
Summer Theatre Intensive

(Berkeley)

Discover the art of theater-making with professional
playwrights, directors, and teaching artists in a dynamic, four-
week camp for all levels. Dive into a diverse range of classes
and electives crafted together to help campers take center
stage. Take your skills, and as an ensemble, create an original
play to be performed professionally. Financial aid available.
Dates: Session 1: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., June 20-July 15 (entering grades 6-8)
Session 2: 9 a.m.-4 p.m., July 19-Aug. 12 (entering grades 9-12)
(510) 647-2972

Lorne Smith LAcrosse Camps

lornesmithlacrosse.com

@lorne_smith_lacrosse

GET BETTER.  HAVE A BLAST!

Oregon July 31-Aug 4         Tahoe July 18-22
At Contra Costa Christian Schools

in Walnut Creek this summer! 

Campers choose
activities such as stop
motion animation,
soccer in an inflatable
stadium, rock climbing,
breadmaking, knitting
with bamboo needles,
music recording, and
pie throwing, all good
for your child’s resumé.
Day Passes – Buy any
number of days and use
them anytime OR
Membership – One fee
covers the entire
summer.

Grades Pre-K through 7th
415-389-KIDS

Register at www.steveandkate.com

Founded in 1980

PAINTING SCULPTING WATERCOLOR STREET ARTDRAWING
FIBER ARTS COLLABORATIVE ARTPASTELS MIXED-MEDIA

HALF-DAY AND FULL DAY CAMPS FOR AGES 5-15

(925) 299-1515
CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE FOR ADDITIONAL INFO

Spring is Almost Here, But Are You Ready for Summer?
Spring may be just around the corner, but for most Lamorinda parents, summer is top of mind.  Why?  Because it’s
summer camp season!  Whether your child is a budding musician, a sports fanatic or a science buff, the following
sampling of full-day and overnight summer camps will fit a variety of interests, from languages to lacrosse, design to
drama, and much more.
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SUMMER CAMPS 2016
Camp Kefli
(Lafayette)

Camp Kefli offers a wide range of programs
that are appropriate to each age group,
grades K-8, filling our two one-week sessions
with fun. Some programs utilize the Temple
Isaiah facility while others take place off site.
We offer creative theme days and adventures
that enrich and delight our campers. 
Dates: Aug. 1-12 
www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli 
(925) 284-9191

Camp Orinda
(Orinda)

This camp for ages 6-12 offers one adventure
after another. It includes games, arts, crafts,
hiking, skits, sports, and twice-weekly field
trips to such places as Waterworld, the
Exploratorium, Six Flags, Adventure
Playground, Sky High and many more. Full
day and extended-care options available. 
Dates: June 13-Aug. 5
www.cityoforinda.org
(925) 254-2445

Giants Baseball Camps
(Orinda)

Giants Baseball Camps feature the highest
caliber staff and are the perfect combination
of instruction, competition and fun. Campers
receive an official uniform and spend one day
at AT&T Park for a VIP tour and meet and greet
with a current or former Giants player.
Dates: Aug. 1-5 at Wilder Fields in Orinda
www.SFGiantsCamps.com
(415) 800-2014

Lafayette Summer Music Jazz Workshop
(Lafayette)

This weeklong music workshop provides an
intimate and inspiring environment for
learning and playing jazz. Students, ages 11 to
80 years old, receive master classes,
improvisation workshops and jazz combos led
by some of the preeminent, professional
musicians in the field. 
Dates: One week only, July 31 to Aug. 5 
www.lafsmw.org 

Art Room Summer Day Camp
(Lafayette)

At “Journey to the Art of Summer” students enjoy
the creative process while learning art skills in a
nurturing environment. The camp is a journey
toward individual expression, improved
craftsmanship, and an overall love of art. Campers
get to experience a variety of artistic media,
including sculpture, drawing, painting, and more.
Dates: one-week sessions, June 13 – Aug. 19, with
an extra "Lil' Minions Camp" session for ages 4-6
from Aug. 22-26
www.theart-room.com
(925) 299-1515

Lorne Smith Lacrosse 
(University of Oregon, Lake Tahoe)

One of the most highly regarded teachers —
and players — of the game of lacrosse, Lafayette
resident Lorne Smith offers overnight camps
(with day option) for boys ages 12-18. 
Dates: University of Oregon, July 31- Aug. 4
Lake Tahoe, July 18-22 (High school only,
rising freshmen okay)
www.lornesmithlacrosse.com 

Roughing It Day Camp
(Lafayette)

An all-outdoors day camp located at the
Lafayette Reservoir. Roughing It offers
programs for campers ages 4-16. Activities
include horseback riding, swimming, fishing,
canoeing, kayaking, sports, crafts and more.
Free transportation options from seven
central Lamorinda areas with home pick-up
and drop-off available in many areas. Free
extended care also available. 
Dates: June 20 – Aug.19
www.roughingit.com
(925) 283-3795

Saklan School
(Moraga)

“Summer @ Saklan” provides culture, language
and summer fun for ages 3-11. Mornings on
campus are filled with enrichment in Mandarin,
French, Japanese, Spanish and Italian.
Afternoons are packed with summer fun,
including field trips, swimming, art and music.
Three-week sessions. Early enrollment discount
through April 1.
Dates: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Extended care
available.) Jun. 13 – Aug. 12
www.saklan.org
(925) 376-7900

Sewnow! Fashion Design
(Lafayette) 

Learn fashion design and sewing at Sewnow
fashion studio. We offer a variety of one-week,
half-day and full-day camps for juniors (second
and third grade), kids, and teens. Have a blast,
learn to design, sew, and illustrate like a pro
and walk away with unique personalized
fashion items. Camps include fashionkit
patterns and digital instructions, fabrics,
notions, custom embroidery, and participation
in our end of summer fashion show.
Dates: June-August
www.sewnow.com
(925) 283-7396

Sienna Ranch
(Lafayette) 

Camp choices at Lamorinda’s own ranch
camp include morning Farm Hands and
Nature and Horseback Riding camps as well
as afternoon pottery, woodshop, archery, art
and animals, horses and more. Serving
campers entering grades PreK-8 with select
teen programming, Sienna Ranch offers
weeklong, full-day or half-day camp options.
All adult, professional staff and a convenient
location.
Dates: various dates and times available
www.siennaranch.net
(925) 283-6311

Orion Academy Summer Adventures
for Teens with Asperger’s 

(Moraga)

Orion’s popular summer sessions were
developed and are run by Orion faculty to
improve the social skills of teens with
Asperger’s in a fun and supportive environment
for ages 13-18. One week students find a
common interest through film, while another
week they can geocache, hike in the redwoods,
ride horses and hike with llamas.
Dates: July 18- 21, July 25- 28
www.orionacademy.org/curriculum 
(925) 377-0789 
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Learn to Row Crew! 
Our summer program is designed to provide an 
enjoyable but very real introduction to the great 
sport of rowing. We use these introductory camps 
as a recruiting program for all of our rowing teams. 
They provide excellent training for beginning rowers 
in rowing technique, teamwork, physical fitness and 
endurance. Within a week rowers will gain enough 
skill to row their first race on the Oakland Estuary, 
which is guaranteed to be an exciting experience 
one way or another!

One Week Introductory Sessions (9 am – 12 am)

 
 have completed a prior one week introductory 
 session or our middle school program

Ideal for students entering 

Learn More & Sign Up!
www.oaklandstrokes.org

Oakland Strokes
Summer Rowing Camps 
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12 – 17

Our summer program is designed to provide an enjoyable
but very real introduction to the great sport of rowing. We
use these introductory camps as a recruiting program for
all of our rowing teams. They provide excellent training
for beginning rowers in rowing technique, teamwork,
physical fitness and endurance. Within a week rowers will
gain enough experience to compete in their very first race,
an exciting experience for all! Classes now available on
the San Pablo Reservoir or Oakland Estuary.

June 13th - 17th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
June 20th - June 24th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
June 27th - July 1st (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 11th - 15th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 18th - 22nd (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 25th - 29th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)

    
        

        
        

          
       

       
        

          
        

   

One Week Introductory Sessions     

 
        
      

    

    

 
   

         

(8:30 - 11:30am)

*Intermediate sessions available to athletes who have completed a 
prior one week introductory session or our middle school program

Learn to Row Crew! 
        

        
        

          
       

       
        

          
        

   

        

 
        
      

    

    

 
   

         

    
        

        
        

          
       

       
        

          
        

   

        

 
        
      

    

Learn More & Sign Up!
www.oaklandstrokes.org

 
   

         

    
        

        
        

          
       

       
        

          
        

   

        

 
        
      

Ideal for students entering 

    

 
   

         

www.orionacademy.org  350 Rheem Blvd. Moraga, CA                       

If you enjoy movies and theatre 
this is the camp for you! Discover 
common interests through film, 
a�end films and local theatre 
performances each day and     
par�cipate in discussions led by 
one of the Orion Academy                    
Psychologists.  The group will 
learn theatre and social                   
e�que�e, prac�ce structured 
socializing focusing on a common 
theme and share fun                    
experiences with each other.               
Great for 7th - 10th                        
grade students.          

f 

 

Orion’s most popular summer 
camp is back! During this camp 
students will geocache, hike in 
the redwoods, ride horses and 

yes-hike with  llamas!  The group 
will also learn social skills, build          

physical stamina and learn to 
adapt to new social situa�ons. 

We are excited to offer          
another group the opportunity 

to experience this fun ac�vity 
week!          

A fun camp for 7th -           
9th grade students.       

Amazing Summer Math Camps
- The Wide World of Sports Statistics

Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math 

Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra

Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to 
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures

- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler
To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 
who is fun? 
Individual/small group
summer or year round
tutoring available
m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Michael Adler

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net
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SUMMER CAMPS 2016
SMC Athletic Camps

(Moraga)

St. Mary’s College offers 40-plus sports camps on one of the
most picturesque campuses on the West Coast. SMC offers
boys and girls overnight, day, team, and specialty camps for
ages 4-18. Early Bird and extended care available depending
on camp. Summer 2016 offers all sports, baseball, basketball,
running, soccer, softball, tennis and volleyball camps. 
Dates: various dates and times available
smccamps@stmarys-ca.edu
www.smcathleticcamps.com
(925) 631-4FUN (4386)

STEM Science Full-day Camps
(Lafayette)

Innovate, experiment, design and test at a dynamic science
camp. Join Spectrum of Science for hands-on make and take
summer science. Topics include Destiny Chemistry and To
Infinity & Beyond. Use your Jedi mind powers and engineer a
light saber.  Be a “muggle” chemist and “fizz it.”   
Dates: various dates
AmyBeth@spectrumofscience.com
www.spectrumofscience.com 
(925) 820-2415 

Steve and Kate’s Camp
(Walnut Creek)

Campers Pre-K through seventh grade choose activities such
as stop-motion animation, soccer in an inflatable stadium,
rock-climbing on a 30-foot wall, bread making, knitting, music
recording in custom vocal booths, learning to code, and pie
throwing. Choose day passes or entire summer membership.
Lunch, snacks and all materials included in both plans.
www.steveandkate.com
(415) 389-KIDS

Summer Shakespeare Conservatories
(Lafayette, Oakland)

Two- and four-week conservatories offer classes (for ages 8-18), in-
cluding acting, improvisation, stage combat, voice and movement.
Afternoons are spent in rehearsals for an abridged Shakespeare
play performed on the final day. Financial aid is available.
Dates: June 27-July 22; July 25-August 5, 
June 20-July 15, July 18-July 29
Bentley Upper School, Lafayette; Oakland School for the Arts,
Oakland
www.SummerShakespeareCamp.org
(510) 809-3293

The Crucible Youth Summer Camps
(Oakland)

Campers enjoy hands-on creative fun making art, while
learning real-world skills. Kids participate in any of 15 exciting
departments including ceramics, enameling, glass blowing,
hot wheels, jewelry, neon, kinetics, textiles, welding,
woodworking and others. Morning and afternoon sessions
available.
Dates: six one-week sessions, June 20 – Aug. 5,
www.theCrucible.org 
(510) 444-0919

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid
advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide.
In the event we have inadvertently printed misinformation,
please let us know. LW is not liable for errors or omissions.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS

• SIX 1-WEEK SESSIONS 
• JUNE 20 – AUGUST 5 
• FOR KIDS 8-17 

Blacksmithing, ceramics, 
welding, glass blowing, 
woodcarving, robots, neon   
     and so much more.

         Hands-on, creative fun  
          making art while learning 
            real-world skills.

TheCrucible.org

Mornings: 9 am–12 noon
Afternoons:  1–4 pm

Aftercare available 

1260 7th Street, Oakland
(510) 444-0919 

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280‐3950 x‐5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.net

DATES: July 11 thru July 22 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $320 (T‐shirt included)

EST.                  1996

Did we miss your favorite camp?
On April 6 we will list all half-day camps and classes. 
Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.  

Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.



Alittle bit of country was added
to the small town of Lafayette

last Thursday morning when 12 cow-
girls rode their horses through down-
town. The destination? Farmyard
Darlings, a local business at 20
Lafayette Circle, and a visit to the
Round Up Saloon for some refresh-
ments.

      
This was a pre-planned March

birthday ride for fellow cowgirls
Megan Lingberg, a Burton Valley res-
ident, Anne Branagh from Orinda,
and JoAnn Gillespie from Briones-
based Rawking Horse Ranch, as well
as nine other riders.

      
At one point, Mt. Diablo at Oak

Hill traffic was stopped and Lafayette
Police Officer Michael Marshall was
in attendance to add a little humor by

handcuffing and pretending to arrest
one of the birthday girls, Lindberg. A
Lafayette Parking Enforcement Offi-
cer also joked with Lafayette resident
Allison Dent Curletto and pretended
to give her a parking ticket while her
horse was tied to the meter. One cow-
girl even brought her horse into the
Round Up.
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Miramonte Junior Google
Code-in Grand Prize Winner
By Sophie Braccini

Miramonte High School junior
Hannah Pan, who founded

her school’s Software Design Club
last fall, has not always been attracted
to science, technology, engineering
and math, but she got hooked when
she took advanced math classes at
DVC, and her love for coding re-
cently paid off when she was named
as one of 26 Grand Prize winners of
the 2015 Google Code-in Contest.  

      
Google Code-in is a competition

for 13- to 17-year-old students in mid-
dle or high school who work with
open source software organizations
on a wide variety of tasks.  Chosen
among 980 students from 65 coun-
tries, the 26 winners will be treated to
a trip to visit the Google campus for
four days this summer, meet with
Google engineers, and enjoy some
fun in San Francisco.  

      
While Pan enjoys coding, she

says she got the most satisfaction
from the collaborative process and
participating in real work projects.

      
“There were 14 different open

source organizations to choose from,”
explains Pan. “Each proposed differ-
ent tasks, not all coding and not all
very complex.  I chose Haiku, an or-
ganization that is developing an oper-
ating system.  Like a Haiku, they want
their product to be simple and ele-
gant.”  Haiku is an open source oper-
ating system born out of the ashes of
an operating system from the late
1990s called BeOS, which was devel-
oped by a company named Be Inc.
from Menlo Park.  Haiku has partici-
pated in the Google Code-In project
since it started in 2010.

      
Before tackling the more difficult

coding tasks during the eight-week-
long competition, Pan took on begin-
ner projects, such as designing a
company T-shirt and creating a Pow-
erPoint outreach presentation that she

showed to her Miramonte club.  She
also took files from different places
and put them together to build the op-
erating system.  “I was not exposed to
that before; a lot of the struggles came
from the fact that the instructions
were not really specific for my Mac,”
she said, “but the mentors were really
helpful and after that first learning
curve, everything became a lot
smoother.”

      
She did coding tasks such as fix-

ing bugs in software, documentation,
outreach and research, quality assur-
ance, and user interface. “It was pretty
diverse and interesting,” she said.  

      
Scott McCreary, who was Pan’s

head mentor at Haiku, said that by the
end of the contest, Pan was doing
tasks that usually only students who
have worked on Haiku for months
would attempt, and she did a great job
with those. “It was fun to see her
progress through the contest,” he said.  

      
Pan said what she learned most

from her mentors was to never give
up.  “There were a lot of obstacles,
and time management issues,” she
said. “Sometimes I would think that I
had done enough, but the mentors
pushed me and encouraged me to not
settle for mediocrity and work my
very best, and that was very impor-
tant.”  She thinks that on average she
must have worked about 30 hours a
week during the eight weeks, with
large fluctuations.

      
At the end of the eight weeks, the

mentors each voted for the two stu-
dents who had impressed them most.

      
Pan, who is also an accomplished

pianist and volunteer tutor at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter, feels that coding is very likely
going to be a part of her future.  She
plans to apply to UC Berkeley and
Stanford next year. 

Modern, six-lane competition pool with diving board and play area
Top-ranked swim team

Four tennis courts
Year round USTA adult teams & junior tennis programs

On-site kitchen serving food during the summer
Newly-renovated, air-conditioned clubhouse

Play structure with monkey bars and slide

SWIM. TENNIS. SUMMER FUN.

Join  the fun today!
For more information, contact:

membership@meadowswimandtennis.com

Meadow Swim & Tennis Club
20 Heather Lane, Orinda
www.gomeadow.com

Hannah Pan at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center
Photo Sophie Braccini 

Farmyard Darlings Bring Country Back to Lafayette
Submitted by Roxeanne Voeltz

Cowgirls on a March 3 birthday ride. Photos provided

Moraga Valley Swim & Tennis Club
Lamorinda Weekly Ad  1/4 pg  5.875” x 8”

Open House
Sat April 16th

3pm–5pm

Come Join 
the Fun!

moragavalleypool.org
email: membership@moragavalleypool.org

Memberships Available

Swim Team Registration Opens March 12

Enjoy a beautiful, park-like setting including a six lane lap pool with 
shallow play and deep diving areas, as well as a separate baby pool. 

Work on your serve on our Har-Tru clay tennis courts. Join in on 
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Lafayette police officer Michael Marshall makes a mock arrest during the
festivities.
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service ‘Convictions’
An evening of chamber music with
Gold Coast Chamber Players
Submitted by Pamela Freund-Striplen

Youthful works by composers
often display raw talent and im-

pressive musical instincts. At the be-
ginning of their careers, Felix
Mendelssohn and Richard Strauss ex-
perimented with different types of en-
sembles, writing for piano trios, string
quartets, solo piano, and others.
Strauss and Mendelssohn would both
go on to write their masterpieces, but
the two quartets featured in “Convic-
tions” – the fourth concert of Gold
Coast Chamber Players’ 2015-16 se-
ries starting with a pre-concert talk at
7 p.m. Saturday, March 12 at the
Lafayette Library Community Hall –
were written when the composers
were just starting out. 

      
Mendelssohn was featured

prominently in Gold Coast’s October
concert, “Prodigies,” and wrote his
Piano Quartet No. 3 when he was
only 15 years old. Strauss’ Piano
Quartet in C Minor is truly an early
work; Strauss also completed the
score as a teenager. This quartet owes
many of its stylistic touches to Jo-
hannes Brahms, especially its dark
sonority and dramatic scope. David
Popper, a great cello virtuoso, wrote
the Spanish Serenade for Cello and
Piano. Although Popper was a Czech
Jew, he clearly shows an affinity for
the Spanish, from the rhapsodic cello
melodies to the gracefully embel-
lished piano parts.

      
The Gold Coast Chamber Players

are known for their engaging and vi-
brant performances. Highly ac-
claimed Chicago-based pianist Yana
Reznik has appeared regularly with
Gold Coast Chamber Players since
2012, and her exquisite musicality has
captivated audiences. Cellist Eugene
Lifschitz is the Principal Solo Cello
of the Kassel Orchestra in Germany.
Violinist Moni Simeonov serves as
adjunct instructor of Violin and
Chamber Music at University of
Southern California and performs and
coaches alongside Midori for her Or-
chestra Residencies Program Ameri-

can and International tours. Artistic
Director and violist Pamela Freund-
Striplen was recently presented with
a 2015 Arts Recognition Award by the
Contra Costa County Arts Commis-
sion. 

      
Ticket price includes complimen-

tary champagne, the pre-concert talk,
and a reception with the musicians
following the performance.  Tickets
are $37.50 general, $32.50 seniors
and $15 for students and are available
at www.gcplayers.org and by phone
at (925) 283-3728.  Free garage park-
ing at the library on Golden Gate
Way. Limited seating, reserve early. 

Pamela Freund-Striplen sits with her viola at the piano. Photo provided

New Troop 249 Eagle Scouts
Submitted by Susan Severson

Boy Scout Troop 249 honored
three scouts for earning their

Eagle Scout Award on Feb. 28. 

      
For his Eagle Scout project, Mi-

ramonte High School junior Alex
Linney interviewed U.S. veterans,
mostly from World War II. Their
recordings were sent to the Library of
Congress and are available for anyone
to view.  The project included record-
ing different time markers in each vet-
eran’s account, so people can look up
certain stages of the war and instantly
find relevant firsthand accounts from
the veterans who served.  He enjoyed
getting to hear stories from veterans
serving in Europe, the Pacific Islands,

and even Alaska.  At least two of the
veterans have since passed on, includ-
ing Alex’s Grandpa Doug. He is
grateful to have chronicled their war
experiences for the benefit of our na-
tion’s history, and he is thankful for
their courageous service.

      
Miramonte junior Spencer Pugh

has an uncommon hobby – speedcub-
ing (solving a Rubik’s cube as fast as
possible) and his record is 10.77 sec-
onds. For his Eagle project, Pugh or-
ganized a peanut butter drive for the
Contra Costa Food Bank. He was as-
sisted by scouts and family members,
who collected over 1,000 pounds of
food from fellow church members

and customers at six different Lamor-
inda grocery stores. 

      
Blake Severson, a junior at Mira-

monte High School, chose to repair
and improve his local LDS Chapel re-
taining wall and yard for his Eagle
project. He planned with the local fa-
cilities management of the LDS
church to cut back a significant
amount of vegetation in order to ex-
pose a retaining wall needing repair
and repainting. 

      
BSA Troop 249, sponsored by

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints in Moraga, is led by
Scoutmaster Craig Anderson.

From left: Spencer Pugh, Alex Linney and Blake Severson Photo Marci Nelson Photography
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Are You Ready For

El Niño?

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

The Good College: An Engineering
Example
By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

There has always been great de-
mand for college students with

engineering degrees.  Engineers and
the engineering they do serve to help
all of us in our busy modern lives.
Engineers design the computers and
smartphones we use every day, the
medical instruments we rely upon to
keep us healthy, the bridges we cross
to work in the buildings they help de-
sign, and much of the rest of the in-
frastructure of our daily lives.  Good
colleges of engineering come in dif-
ferent types and sizes to address all
the many different demands for en-
gineers and engineering specialties,
and fit the needs of different stu-
dents.  These programs are all prop-
erly accredited by the Accreditation
Board for Engineering and Technol-
ogy (ABET). 

      
But accreditation is only one

sign of a good engineering program.
A good engineering program will
also provide opportunities for a re-
warding learning experience, often
outside of the classroom, as well as
connections to employment after
graduation.  Let’s take a look at en-
gineering schools in Pennsylvania.

      
Check out Penn State’s main

campus at University Park. It has a
large number of undergraduates
(over 40,000), larger than any other
university in the Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic states. This past fall there
were nearly 7,900 students in the
College of Engineering, more than
most universities have for all of their
majors. There are 12 engineering
majors at Penn State, including sep-
arate schools for electrical engineer-
ing and computer science. The
College of Engineering has its own
career development center to support
its students and connect them to
prospective employers. Of course,
the largest schools also have the
largest classes, especially in the
freshman year, so students may not
get all the personalized attention they
need. Top engineering students may
be admitted to the Schreyer Honors
College and receive an education
that is more personalized and finish
with a senior honors thesis. This ex-
perience is also one of the best ways

to stand out in a large group of jun-
iors competing for internships as
well as seniors vying for full-time
jobs. Penn State’s 66 percent four-
year graduation rate is quite good for
a school of its size.

      
Heading east toward Philadel-

phia, Drexel University has nearly
17,000 students and one of the na-
tion’s largest cooperative education
programs. More than 90 percent of
Drexel University students take ad-
vantage of cooperative education,
the majority working in three six-
month placements over five years.
Once this feature is taken into ac-
count, Drexel’s low 4-year gradua-
tion rate (24 percent) is cast in a
positive light. More than half of
Drexel’s engineering students grad-
uated into a full-time job with a co-
op employer in 2013. Drexel has 21
degree options within the College of
Engineering as well as a separate
school for Biomedical Engineering.
It also has the advantage of being in
a large city for employment while in
school – as well as for knocking on
doors after graduation.  

      
About an hour from Philadel-

phia, Lehigh University is a much
smaller school (about 5,000 stu-
dents) that also offers its engineering
students co-op experiences through
the sophomore and junior years, and
manages to graduate most students
in four years.  Lehigh engineering
students who are President’s Schol-
ars may attend the university for a
fifth tuition-free year to pursue a sec-
ond bachelor’s degree in business or
the liberal arts or complete a master’s
degree. Lehigh is a smaller program,
offering nine engineering degree op-
tions. But this program also has a
unique option called Computer Sci-
ence and Business that is accredited
by both ABET and the Association
to Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business (AACSB), the worldwide
accrediting body for business
schools. In addition, Lehigh’s career
services are also excellent. Over two-
thirds of seniors graduating in engi-
neering found jobs through the
career center, on-campus recruitment
and the university’s career fair in

2014. 

      
You can also get a fine engineer-

ing education at some liberal arts
schools, notably Lafayette College,
not far from Lehigh. Lafayette has
2,600 undergraduates and 750 are
enrolled in engineering. Lafayette
grants degrees in four engineering
fields, as well as a bachelor’s in en-
gineering studies. You can choose
electives across the disciplines such
as civil, electrical, chemical and me-
chanical engineering—and a BA and
BS in international studies and engi-
neering. With dedication and effort,
the dual degrees can be earned in
four years. Lafayette may be a
smaller school than Penn State,
Drexel or Lehigh, but it is a better
choice for students who want to
work more closely with the faculty –
there are no graduate students be-
cause Lafayette grants no graduate
degrees.  Lafayette also has one of
the best career services centers for a
school of its size.

      
In almost every state in America

you can find various types of schools
that offer fine engineering programs.
The challenge and the fun lie in ex-
ploring the various alternatives to
find the best matches for you!

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D. is an
independent college advisor who
draws upon 25 years of higher
education experience to help guide
and support the college admissions
process for students and their families.
Dr. LaScala is a member of NACAC,
WACAC and HECA.  She can be
contacted at (925) 891-4491 or
elizabeth@doingcollege.com.  Visit
www.doingcollege.com for more
information about her services.
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Not to be missed Not to be missed
Lamorinda’s

Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

ART

“Two Painters” – an exhibit featur-
ing husband and wife, Robert
Poplack and Deborah Kirklin, both
professors of art and artists them-
selves, in their first show together at
the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery. Still
life and abstract, separate in subject
but joined by a lifelong partnership.
The exhibit runs through March 19.

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art will feature the following ex-
hibits through April 2016: “Environ-
mental Impact,” William Keith, and
“The Battle for Hetch Hetchy.” In ad-
dition, “Instagaels,” a student Insta-
gram exhibition, displays the best
photographs the student community
has to offer, but also provokes funda-
mental discussions about the identity
of art, while David Maxim’s “Points
of View” explores the eternal myster-
ies of metaphorical meaning and am-
biguity. The museum is open from 11
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday. For info, visit www.stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new
show “Capturing Moments of Mo-
tion” opens March 23 and features
paintings by local artist Josie Osolin
and figurative ceramic sculptures by
Fred Yokel.  A free artists’ reception
with wine and live music will be held
from 5 – 7 p.m. on Saturday, March
26 at the Moraga Art Gallery located
in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping Center
next to the Dollar Store. For more in-
formation, visit www.moragaart-
gallery.com, call 925-376-5407.

“Intercepting Light: The Mind’s
Eye” at the Moraga Art Gallery fea-
tures eye-catching landscapes by pho-
tographer Wenda Pyman, whose work
calls to mind such masters as Ansel
Adams and Eliot Porter. The show,
which includes paintings, ceramics,
jewelry, and more by the gallery’s 15
member artists and several guest
artists, runs through March 19.

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery pres-
ents: Kurt Oskar Weber (1938-
2011) “Boundless.” The Exhibit runs
March 24 through April 23, with a re-
ception from 7 to 9 p.m. on Thursday,
March 24.

Oscar de la Renta: The Retrospec-
tive - Carmen Mahood, member of
the Docent Council of the Fine Arts
Museums, will discuss some of the
highlights of the Oscar de la Renta ex-
hibit at the de Young Museum at 2
p.m. Thursday, March 24 at the Mor-
aga Library.

MUSIC

Diablo Choral Artists presents
“Bach and HisPredecessors,” a con-
cert featuring works by Bach, Schütz,
Telemann and Buxtehude, including
Bach’s Jesu, Meine Freude and Bux-
tehude’s Magnificat, with string en-
semble at 8 p.m. Friday, March 11 at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1924
Trinity Ave., Walnut Creek, and at 3
p.m. Sunday, March 13 at St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St.
Stephen’s Drive, Orinda. Tickets
available at brownpapertickets.com:
adults $25, seniors 60+ $18, students
$5. For info, visit
www.dcachorus.org.

Early piano quartets by
Mendelssohn and Richard Strauss,
as well as Spanish Serenade for cello
and piano by David Popper, will be
featured in the Gold Coast Chamber
Players’ concert, “Convictions” at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 12 at the
Lafayette Library Community Hall,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette. A
pre-concert talk will start the evening
at 7 p.m. Tickets: $37.50 general,
$32.50 senior, $15 student. To order
tickets, visit www.gcplayers.org or
call (925) 283-3728. (See story page
B9)

Annual Major Works Concert,
“The Joy of French Music,” at 4
p.m. Sunday, March 13 at Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol
Lane, Lafayette. The concert will fea-
ture a first half of wonderful French
art songs and arias followed in the
second half of the program by Faure’s

gorgeous Cantique de Jean Racine
and Requiem Mass. The concert will
feature soloists Erin Finley, soprano,
Megan Stetson, mezzo soprano, Cal
Domingue, tenor and David Auer-
bach, baritone, with Martin Morley
conducting.

Moraga Library presents Glenn
Staller in Concert, featuring the gui-
tar and ukulele at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
March 15 at the Moraga Library.
Enjoy an evening performance of
both instruments and a variety of mu-
sical selections featuring works of tra-
ditional Classical, Flamenco, South
American, and contemporary musical
styles. The performance will include
works by Albeñiz, Piazzolla, Tarrega,
and Villa Lobos.

Teenage Band Showcase - Uniting
Depression and Stress Resources
from 7 to 10:30 p.m. Friday, March 25
at 480 St. Mary's Road, Lafayette. A
Brighter Day Charity, along with the
Lafayette Youth Commission, is
thrilled to host its first Teenage Band
Showcase. Bands will perform 2-4
songs with local music teachers as
judges. Free. Registration via
Eventbrite.

THEATER

Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer-winning
magnum opus comes to its jaw-drop-
ping conclusion on the Town Hall
Theatre stage as the entire cast of last
season’s critically-acclaimed “Angels
In America: Millennium Approaches”
returns to finish what they began, be-
ginning work on Part II: Perestroika.
The show runs through March 19.
Check online for showtimes and
ticket prices. For info, call the Town
Hall Theatre Box Office at (925) 283-
1557, or visit www.TownHallThe-
atre.com.

The Orinda/Tabor Sister City
Foundation has planned an awesome
evening of Dinner and the Opera, Pre-
senting Smetana’s "The Battered
Bride" at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, March 13
at the Orinda Community Center.
"The Battered Bride" will be pre-
sented in the original Czech language
with English subtitles. Dinner will be
a choice of Czech cuisine with a drink
and more Czech beer and wine avail-
able. For reservations, call (925) 254-
8260 or email
bobbielanders@yahoo.com or go to
paypal: Chandler@visherlaw.com.

Miramonte's drama and music de-
partments proudly present “Legally
Blonde: The Musical” - a fabulously
fun international award-winning mu-
sical based on the adored movie. This
action-packed musical explodes on
the stage with memorable songs
played by a live student orchestra and
dynamic dances choreographed by
drama student Erin Mohr. The show
runs at 4 p.m. March 17 ($5 student
special), at 7 p.m. on March 25, and
at 4 p.m. on March 26.

Campolindo High School presents
“West Side Story,” one of the most
beloved romantic musical dramas of
all time. Leonard Bernstein and
Stephen Sondheim’s iconic score and
lyrics capture the turbulent world of
two young idealistic lovers caught be-
tween rival street gangs in New York
City in the 1950s. Come enjoy com-
munity theater with its rich blend of
drama, dance and music. There are
eight performances from March 10-
20 at Campolindo High School, 300
Moraga Road, Moraga. For info on
show times and ticket prices, visit
http://www.campochoir.com/.

East Bay Children’s Theatre pres-
ents “Aladdin and the Lamp.” Public
performances will be presented at 1
and 3 p.m. Sunday, March 13 at The
Jewish Community Center of the East
Bay in Berkeley; and Sunday, March
20 at the Orinda Library Auditorium
in Orinda. Tickets are $12-$15, and
may be purchased online at:
www.EBCTonline.org. (See story
page B11)

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Cuba: The Power of Community -
The American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) proposes a

live discussion to dispel false ideas
and raise interest in Cuba at 9 a.m.
Tuesday, March 15 in the Cultural
Center of Holy Trinity Serbian
Church, 1700 School Street, Moraga.
Longtime Lamorinda residents and
members of AAUW Laura Witten-
berg and Mary Leigh Miller came
back from a two-week trip in Cuba in
the spring of 2015 with the desire to
share their experience and enlighten
the discussion with a group of local
experts. A brief overview of Cuba’s
embittered history, with accompany-
ing slide show, will lead to round table
discussions by the audience where
they will share their own impressions
of communism, socialism and why
the U.S. embargo has lasted so long.
Free.

Moraga Movers and the Moraga
Library present Book Talking at 2
p.m. Wednesday, March 16. Sharon
Flower will discuss “Beautiful
Chaos” by Carey Perloff. This hour-
long program will consist of a brief
book review, including critical view-
points and key components of the
book, as well as time for discussion.

The League of Women Voters of Di-
ablo Valley and Health Care for All –
Contra Costa County are presenting a
discussion about Contra Costa County
health care from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 19 in the McHale Room,
Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320
Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill. Panelists
will address the following questions:
“How are health care providers meet-
ing current needs?” “What are some
systemic changes we might con-
sider?”

The Many Faces of Colon Cancer,
an event focusing on the unique is-
sues of colorectal cancer patients from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, March 24
at the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center Community Room. Join an
engaging panel of medical experts as
they cover the most current informa-
tion regarding minimally invasive sur-
gical options, latest medical therapies,
gastrointestinal follow-up care and
genetics. Register by calling (925)
677-5041 x272.

East Bay World Affairs Council
talk: Rise ofNon-Governmental Or-
ganizations in China at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 30 in the
Lafayette Community Hall. Mujun
Zhou, Ph.D., will shed light on some
significant transformations in the
sphere of non-governmental organi-
zations in China, and explore the lim-
itation of these transformations.
Admission: Council Members: $10;
Non members: $15;Students free. For
more info, call (415) 293-4601 or visit
www.worldaffairs.org.

EASTER EVENTS

Hop on over to the Moraga Com-
mons Park for the annual Moraga
Juniors' Spring Egg Hunt at 10 or 11
a.m. Saturday, March 19. Children 8
and under can participate in an old-
fashioned egg hunt, play games, and
enjoy crafts, and bounce houses. Each
child should bring a basket for collect-
ing eggs, and parents are encouraged
to arrive with camera in hand for
photo opportunities with the Bunny.
Admission to the event includes par-
ticipation in one of two egg hunts.
Tickets must be purchased in advance
at moragajuniors.org.

Orinda Rotary Club’s Annual Egg
Hunt at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March
26 at Orinda Community Center Play
Field. There will be over 1,000 eggs
and prizes for all as well as pictures
with the White Bunny. Ages: toddlers
through kindergarten and first and
second grades only. Be sure to bring
a basket.

Take a photo with the Easter
Bunny from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 26 with Easter clowns, Easter
fairy balloon art, Rheem Boulevard at
Moraga Road in Moraga, in the suite
next door to Starbucks. The photo ses-
sion is free with your Rheem Valley
Shopping Center receipts totaling
$25, or go online to www.rheemval-
ley.net to print out the coupon.

                   ... continued on next page

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda 
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org 
Sunday 8am &10am Rite II services. 
Music at both service. Choir at 10am. 
Sunday School & childcare at 10am. 

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19 
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To be run December 16  

To be run in December 2 issue 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP DECEMBER 6 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

WORSHIP DECEMBER 13 & 20 
Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

To be run beginning January 13 and forward 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 

WORSHIP DECEMBER 20 
Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
4:00 p.m. a family-friendly service  

6:00 p.m. a contemporary candlelight communion service 
10:00 p.m. a traditional candlelight communion service 

(Childcare available at 4 and 6 p.m.) 

To be run December 30 

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
WORSHIP JANUARY 3, 2016 

Single Service at 9:30 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

WORSHIP JANUARY 10, 2016 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

Sundays, 9 & 10:30am
10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette

284-4765, office@thelumc.org, thelumc.org

Holy Week March 21-27
Walk the Labyrinth Everyday 9am-5pm 
Good Friday Prayer Around the Cross 12-3pm
Easter Worship 8:30am & 10:30am
Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt 9:30am



KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Teen Tech Week: Tech it up from
3:30 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 9
in the Lafayette Library and Learning
Cernter Arts and Science room. This
program features DIY 3D holograms
for your smartphone, 3D printing,
MaKey MaKey, scribble bots and
electronic snap circuits.

March Madness is adopt a kitty
month. See the team at the Commu-
nity Concern for Cats adoption event
this weekend from noon to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 12 at the Pet Food Ex-
press in Lafayette and from 1 to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, March 12-13, at
Pet Food Express in Pleasant Hill, and
Petco in Walnut Creek. For more info,
visit www.communityconcernfor-
cats.org.

The Lombardy Branch of UCSF
Benioff Children'sHospital Oakland
will be hosting "A Week on the
Amalfi Coast" fashion show on
March 17.

Free Practice exams for the New
SAT and ACT at the Moraga Li-
brary. New SAT from 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. on March 19 with a review
at 6 p.m. on March 31, and the ACT
on APril 23 with the review on May
5. Sign up online or at the Moraga Li-
brary. Signups include the test return
and review date.

The Friends of the Lafayette Li-
brary Bookmark Contest, open to
all Lafayette students, grade K-8, is
happening again. Entry forms are
available at school libraries for
Lafayette School District and St. Per-
petua School, the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center and at the
Friends Corner Book Shop. The entry
deadline is Friday, March 18. Winners
will receive a gift certificate from
Orinda Books, the Friends Corner
Book Shop and complimentary fram-
ing of their bookmarks at Fastframe
of Lafayette. For more information
please contact Kay Pekrul at
kae865@hotmail.com.

Teen March Madness from 3:30 to
5 p.m. Wednesday, March 23 in the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter Teen Center. You can make sports
collages, bouncy balls and a basket-
ball hoop to shoot stuff through.

The Friends of the Orinda Library
is excited to announce the com-

mencement of the 2016 Poul Ander-
son Creative Writing Contest, open to
all high school students who reside
and/or attend high school in Orinda.
Entry Categories are Science Fic-
tion/Fantasy, Essay/Memoir/Biogra-
phy, Poetry and Short Story. Students
may submit one entry in any of the
four categories for a total of not more
than three entries. Submission dead-
line is noon on Friday, April 22. En-
tries should be submitted to individual
school representatives or at the Orinda
Library. For additional information go
to: www.friendsoftheorindalibrary.org
or email contest@friendsoftheorindal-
ibrary.com.

OTHER

The big semi-annual book sale will
be held at the Moraga Library from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, March 12.
There will be hundreds of books in
various categories priced from 25
cents to $4. From 1 to 2 p.m. a large
paper bag can be purchased for $5
and filled with as many books as it
can hold.

Do you know of a young adult with
social anxiety challenges, spectrum
behaviors or learning differences who
could use a supported independent
living environment in a social com-
munity? Aspen Network helps young
people develop personal and social
confidence to help them launch into
adulthood. The next Meet and Greet
is from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, March
12, 15 Vallecito Lane, Orinda. RSVP
to mbarker.aspen@gmail.com.

The Moraga Movers will hold their
monthly dinner meeting at 6 p.m.
Monday, March 14 at the Saint
Mary’s College Soda Center. The so-
cial hour begins at 5:30 p.m. La De
Da, a ladies cappella vocal quartet,
will provide the entertainment. Reser-
vations can be made online at
www.moragamovers.org. Cost: $20
for members; $30 for non-members.

The Stroke Support Group of Con-
tra Costa Countywill hold its March
meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. on March 14
in the Sterns Conference Room at
John Muir Medical Center - Walnut
Creek Campus (1601 Ygnacio Valley
Road). Contessa Bunn of the Califor-
nia Telephone Access Program will
discuss the free program for commu-
nication accessibility. For further in-
formation about the Stroke Support
Group, contact Ann Dzuna at (925)
376-6218. Free.

Persian New Year Festival – Jump
over the bonfires to welcome spring
with Persian food, music, dancing,
and children’s activities from 6 to 10
p.m. Tuesday, March 15 at 2029 Du-
rant Ave., Berkeley. Rain or shine.
Free. For info, visit www.Another-
BullwinkelShow.com or call (510)
334-6523.

Friends Corner Book Shop at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter is having a half-price sale from 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sat. March 19 at the
store located on the corner of First
Street & Golden Gate Way in
Lafayette.

Caregiver Survival 101: Caring for
Someone with a Dementia - Reducing
Your Stress from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 23 at Eldercare
Services, 1808 Tice Valley Blvd. Wal-
nut Creek. Caregiver Survival Series
topics include: The major challenges of
dementia care, responses and reactions
to reduce your stress, and self-care ac-
tivities, mini-support groups, and re-
sources for coaching and support.

Area residents who own classic cars
are invited to participate in the 8th
annual Moraga Classic Car Show,
which takes place from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday, May 14 as part of the
2016 Moraga Community Faire. The
$30 registration fee includes an entry
ribbon, lunch for two, a commemora-
tive photo, and a chance for owners to
display their restoration work to the
public. Prizes will be awarded. The
registration deadline is May 1. To reg-
ister, go to
www.moragachamber.org/faire or
call Gloria at (925) 247-4473.

SENIORS

Art of Balance - If you are worried
about falling or are at risk of falling,
you should know about activities that
improve balance. Learn how to gain
increased balance and avoid the risk
of falling from 11:30 to 12:30 p.m.
March 23, Cedar Room, Lafayette
Community Center. Cost:
members,free; non-members $10.

Sons In Retirement - Las Trampas
Branch 116 welcomes guests to so-
cialize at the monthly luncheon be-
ginning at 11 a.m. Monday, March 21
held at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge,
1475 Creekside Drive. Guest speaker
is Bill Green, co-director of the
Speakers Bureau of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of Diablo Valley. Please call

(925) 322-1160 to make lunch reser-
vations, the cost for lunch is $15. For
more info about the SIRs activities for
retired men, visit
www.Branch116.org.

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club Meeting
will be held at the Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street, Moraga,
at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, March 17.
Guest speaker will be Beth Bran-
thaver, from the Lindsay Wildlife Ex-
perience, formerly, Lindsay Wildlife
Museum, who will disucss "Birds in
the Garden." Interested parties are
welcome for the 9:30 a.m. social time,
marketplace table and meeting at 10
a.m. 

Lafayette Garden Club. presents
“An Andalusian Legacy” from 9:45
to noon Thursday, March 10 with
speaker Katherine Greenberg, who
will discuss creating beautiful and
sustainable gardens suited to Califor-
nia’s Mediterranean climate. Meet-
ings are held at the Lafayette
Veteran’s Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette. For info, email Car-

olyn Poetzsch at
cpoetzsch@gmail.com.

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
will hold its March meeting at 9:30
a.m. at the Gardens at Heather Farm,
Monday, March 14. Business 9:30
a.m., social 10:30 a.m., speaker 11
a.m. Program: “Photo Essay of the
Animals and Plants Found on Mount
Diablo” by Dirk Muehler, Shell Ridge
open space nature photographer.

Montelindo Garden Club meeting
will be at 9 a.m. Friday, March 18 at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66
St. Stephens Drive, Orinda. Visitors
welcome. Topic: “From Farm to Vase
Floral Designs.” Anna Campbell,
owner of The Floral Cultural Society
flower shop in Oakland, will demon-
strate her farm-to-table floral design
style. For info, visit www.montelin-
dogarden.com.
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Explore Lamorinda Rotary clubs The heart of
Rotary is our clubs- dedicated people who share
a passion for both community service and friend-
ship. Learn about Lamorinda’s Rotary clubs.

Service Clubs
Announcements

Please submit
events to:

calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com

  

      
     
   

      

    
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

W    
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

J    
      

   
   

   
A global volunteer organization working to improve
the lives of women and girls through programs
leading to social and economic empowerment. 
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Climb onto a Flying Carpet and Soar
into a Magical New Musical 
Submitted by Ron Lytle

For its 2016 season, East Bay
Children's Theatre proudly pres-

ents a World Premiere Musical Event:
“Aladdin and the Lamp.”

      
Based on the timeless "Arabian

Nights" tale, “Aladdin and the Lamp”
retells the story of a boy who is lost
on the highway of life. After being
trapped by a comical villain (Felo-
nioso), Aladdin falls in love, discovers
a magical lamp and its occupant (one
Gene E. Schwartz), changes his ways,
and finally learns what it truly means
to be “like a man.” 

      
EBCT has commissioned award-

winning playwright and composer
Ron Lytle to create another high-fly-
ing, crowd-pleasing family musical.
He also directs the colorful and lively
production. 

      
The cast comprises talent gath-

ered from throughout the entire Bay
Area, and includes: Terry Pink
Alexander, Abe Bernstein, Gemma
Bulos, Candy Capogrossi, Barbara
Ann Cecchetti, Alex Cox, Harriet
Hanauer, Aurelia Jordan, Daniel Le,
Pablo Hamlin, Jessica LaFever, Jef-

frey Morrill, Noel Thomas, Eve
McElheney Tieck and Wayne D. Stef-
fen. 

      
Public performances of “Aladdin

and the Lamp” will be presented at 1
and 3 p.m. Sunday, March 13 at The
Jewish Community Center of the East
Bay in Berkeley; and at 1 and 3 p.m.
Sunday, March 20 at the Orinda Li-
brary Auditorium. Tickets are $12-
$15, and may be purchased online at:
www.EBCTonline.org. Advance pur-
chase is strongly recommended, as
performances will sell out.

Gene E. (Noel Thomas) Princess Balroubadora (Jessica LaFever) and Aladdin (Daniel Ye) take off on a high-flying
adventure in Ron Lytle’s “Aladdin and the Lamp.” Photo Sue Ellen Nelsen

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

www. rotarylafayette.org

March 10:
Bob Shusta - SWAT andHostage incidents inConcord in the 1980s

March 17:
Stephanie Shaterian,Owner, fLO ContentMarketing

Budd McKenzie from 
Trust in Education

March 11:

Steve Richards from 
the Climate Reality
Project

March 18:

For more info, please email us at 
lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am
at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
3666 Mt. Diablo   Blvd, Lafayette.



Afew years ago on a trip to Eu-
rope, my husband and I ordered

a whole fish, baked in a salt crust. It
was such a fun dinner, because the
presentation was really exciting as the
waiter brought this salt mound with
fish head and tail sticking out, to pres-
ent and serve to us. The level of an-
ticipation was high, and we were not
disappointed. The fish was delicious
and so moist and flaky. It was perfect,
and not salty at all.

      
Cooking in salt is certainly not

new, as cultures as far back as ancient
Greece used salt as a preservative, and
often cooked the meat on an open fire
while it was still covered in the salt
preservative. Even my own parents
had a favorite party menu back in the
‘70s that featured a London broil,
smothered in French’s mustard and
then covered in salt. My dad then bar-
becued the meat directly on the burn-
ing coals, no rack required!

      
The salt paste creates a hermetic

seal, a kiln of sorts that allows the fish
to cook, while trapping the moisture
inside, leaving the fish tender, flaky
and very moist. For quite some time,
I had been thinking of trying this
method at home. Most of the people I
talked to at the fish markets told me
to use a whole rock fish, which is sort
of a generic term for a small white

fish, but we decided we would try
making this dish, Southwest salt-
crusted salmon, for a dinner party. We
used a variety of thinly sliced fresh
peppers, lemons and limes, and
cilantro for flavoring, and served it up
with cilantro-lime-jalapeno vinai-
grette drizzled over the top. It was re-
ally fun, and we will most definitely
do this delicious recipe again and
again.

      
It can be difficult to find a small

enough whole salmon, so you can
order a portion of the salmon, but be

sure to get a whole cross section of the
fish with skin intact. The one I or-
dered turned out to be 16 pounds, so
we took only a portion of that big fish.
I was a little worried it wouldn’t work
without the entire salmon, but it
turned out just fine. Have the fish
market gut the fish and remove the
gills, and if you don’t want to deal
with the head and tail, go ahead and
ask the fish market to remove the
head and tail for you in advance. Ac-
tually, we did this, and it was quite
nice not having to deal with the head.
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Salt Crust Creates Perfect Cocoon for
Cooking Fish 
By Susie Iventosch

Salmon 
(Serves 6)
INGREDIENTS
One 5-6 pound whole salmon, (or 3-4 pounds mid-section without
head or tail)
3 pounds kosher salt
1 cup tap water (more or less)
1 large bunch cilantro, cleaned and shaken, with the very bottom of
the stems trimmed
2 poblano peppers, seeds and stems removed, and cut into thin rings
2 ortega chilies, seeds and stems removed and cut into thin rings
1 jalapeno pepper, seeds and stems removed and cut into thin rings
2 lemons, sliced into thin rings
2 limes, sliced into thin rings
Garnish-sprigs of cilantro, lime and lemon wedges

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 425F.  Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper.
Rinse fish inside and out, and set aside on a platter. Fish should be
gutted and gills removed.

In a large mixing bowl, place 3 pounds of Kosher salt. Add
water, a little at a time, to make a paste that will hold a clump when
pressed together in your fist. I had a little extra salt on the side, just in
case my paste became too watery, which actually did happen. You
want the salt paste moist enough so that it will form a crust, and if it is
too dry (i.e. not enough water) it will just crumble and fall apart, but
you also need it stiff enough that it will hold its shape when you pat it
in place over the fish.

Spread about one-third of the salt on top of the parchment paper
in a size and shape similar to your fish. Lay one-third of the cilantro
sprigs on top, and then layer one-third of the lemons, limes and each
kind of pepper on top of that. Lay fish down on top of peppers. 
Next, stuff the center of the fish with one-third of the same
ingredients: cilantro, peppers and citrus. 

Place the final third of these ingredients on top of the fish. Pack
remaining two-thirds of the salt mixture all around the fish top and
sides, leaving just head and tail slightly exposed. Because we used the
mid-section, I placed a small piece of foil right next to the open end of
the fish, where the flesh was exposed, just to prevent salt from
penetrating there. Cover foil with salt, if possible. 

Bake in preheated oven for about 35-40 minutes. Test by
inserting a knife into the fish, and if it comes out warm, the fish
should be done. If you crack the salt, and find that the fish is not quite
done in the center, put it back in the oven for just few more minutes,
as it will cook quickly once you crack the salt crust. 

Remove salt crust and remove fish filets from skin using a fish
spatula or a knife. Serve with Cilantro-lime-jalapeno vinaigrette
(recipe below) and garnish with lemon and lime wedges and a sprig
of cilantro.
Cilantro-lime-jalapeno Vinaigrette

½ cup extra-virgin olive oil
¼ cup rice vinegar
Juice of one lime
½ teaspoon lime zest
1 small clove garlic, minced
½ jalapeno, very finely diced
¼ cup finely chopped cilantro
Salt and pepper to taste

Blend all in a food processor or shake in a jar with a tight-fitting lid
until well mixed. Refrigerate until ready to use.

Southwest salt-crusted salmon with cilantro-lime-jalapeno vinaigrette Photo Susie Iventosch

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on our
website: www.lamorindaweekly.com.
If you would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at (925) 377-0977.

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P     

     
y    

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

TAXI BLEU All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings
and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA



The Miramonte girls’ basketball
team secured its third consecu-

tive NCS Division III title on March
5, throttling Bishop O'Dowd 82-67. 

      
But fiercer tests await the 29-0

squad.

      
“I'll enjoy the boys [champi-

onship] game and then we're back [at
it],” head coach Kelly Sopak ex-
plained, as his team gets set for yet an-
other CIF State tournament run.

      
After contributing 24 points, 14

rebounds and seven assists to the
NCS win, senior star Sabrina Ionescu
echoed her coach's sentiment.

      
“I'm already thinking about the

next game,” the All-American de-
clared.

      
That next game comes against

Brookside Christian at home on
March 11, when the Mats begin their
state run. While the Mats will be
heavy favorites in their first tilt, a run
deep into state will likely include
clashes with heavyweights like Arch-
bishop Mitty – the No. 12 ranked

team in the country – in the regional
semifinals, and the nation’s best team,
St. Mary’s (Stockton), in the NorCal
finals. 

      
“With the Open Division, you just

know there's bigger obstacles ahead,”
Sopak said. “So, you try not to look
ahead – you've got to take it one game
at a time – but I just know the teams
are going to be tougher as we go for-
ward.”

      
Against the Dragons at McKeon

Pavilion – the home floor of the St.
Mary's Gaels – the Mats' trademark
uptempo style was on full display.
Miramonte raced out to a 19-8 advan-
tage after the first quarter and took a
52-27 lead into the half.

      
The No. 1 seed Mats stumbled

early in the third, failing to sink a
bucket in the first four minutes of the
quarter, but still ended up coasting
past the No. 2 seed.

      
In the Division II final on March

4, Acalanes couldn't keep up with top-
seeded Carondelet, falling 68-42 to

MaxPrep's No. 32 team in the state.

      
Despite the loss at McKeon, head

coach Chad Wellon was thrilled with
his team's play from the very first
non-conference contest to the last
postseason showdown.

      
“[I'm] very proud [of the team],”

Wellon said. “We had an extremely
tough non-league schedule and I re-
ally think that helped us get to the
point where we're at right now –
along with how tough our league is.”

      
The No. 2 seed Dons – one of

four DFAL teams to advance to the
NCS semifinals – dug a deep hole
early on against Carondelet, trailing
49-22 at the half. After the break,
Acalanes roared out of the locker
room, outscoring their opponents in
the third quarter 11-6.

      
Even with its encouraging start to

the second half, the early deficit ulti-
mately proved insurmountable for
Acalanes.

      
In the defeat, junior guard Brooke

Panfili, who along with junior for-
ward Emma Godfrey, has been one of
the stalwarts throughout the cam-

paign, led the team with 11 points.
The Dons also received yet another
boost from a third emerging star.

      
“The player who really has

stepped up here in the playoffs who's
played amazing who's averaged close
to 14 [points] a game for us is Roni

Marrone,” Wellon said of the junior
forward who chipped in nine points
against Cardondelet. “She's really
playing her best basketball right now,
which was huge – we needed kind of
that third player, in terms of scoring,
to step up.”

      
For the Dons – 21-9 overall and

6-6 in DFAL – a simple approach fu-
eled the push into the NCS final.

      
“My message is just, 'have fun,

enjoy the moment.' ” Wellon ex-
plained. “And hopefully that's what's
resonated and that's what the girls
have been doing because really at the
end of the day, that's what it's all
about.”

      
After their runner-up finish on

Friday, the Lady Dons earned the No.
5 seed in the CIF Division II tourna-
ment, and are set to play No. 12 Elk
Grove at home on March 9. The
Campolindo Lady Cougars earned a
berth in the CIF Division III tourna-
ment after losing to Bishop O’Dowd
in the NCS semi finals last week. The
Cougars earned a first round bye and
will face the winner of No. 11 South
San Francisco and No. 6 Tamalpais
on March 12.
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Follow us on 
Twitter@LamorindaSports

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments
             

         

   
   

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam. The University of 

California Eye Center is an integral part of the top-rated UC School 

of Optometry, and we’re here to offer you complete vision care for 

your kids, for you, and for your parents. We’re also the ones to see 

for LASIK surgery and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all 

the big names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major 

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go Cal!

Should your family
follow you to Cal?

�  Sunday Stroke Clinics – begin March 6 (stroke specific sessions) 
�  April Swim Conditioning - begins April 12 (get in swim shape!) 
�  Summer Swim Team - begins May 3 (early  registration discounts) 

PARENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 @ 6:30PM 
(ACALANES HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA) OPEN TO ALL!! 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!   
STROKE CLINICS, APRIL SWIM CONDITIONING,  

AND SUMMER SWIM TEAM 
Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details! 

ay Stroke Clinics – begin March 6 (stroke specific ses

Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details!

Lamorinda Girls Keep Their Seasons Alive With Strong NCS Finishes 
By Karl Buscheck

The Lady Mats won their third-consecutive NCS Division III title on Saturday and earned the No. 2 seed in the CIF Open Division tournament
Photos Gint Federas

Keana Delos Santos (11) and Elle Louie (13)

Clair Steele (3)
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reach 60,000+ with your ad

SPORTS MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR 
YOUNG ATHLETES

OAKLAND
510-428-3558

SAN RAMON
925-979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
925-979-3430

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height  Email to: 
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

Insurance

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.

M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Math Tutor

$35/hr. All levels of Math,
elementary thru Calculus. SAT & ACT.
Call Seymour (510) 823-2314,
shanan1937@yahoo.com

Guitar Lessons

Lamorinda Guitar Lessons
Folk, Rock, Blues & Jazz

Serving Lamorinda since 1980
925-933-3111

www.lamorindaguitarlessons.com
jackeskridgeguitar@gmail.com

Campo Boys and Miramonte Girls Come Up Short in NCS Soccer Finals
By Karl Buscheck

Both the Campo boys and the Mi-
ramonte girls ended up on the

wrong side of the scoreline in their re-
spective NCS title tilts on Feb. 27.

      
“Losing in the final hurts more

than getting knocked out early (on) or
even missing the playoffs, so it was
an emotional end to an amazing sea-
son,” Campo head coach Shane Car-
ney admitted after his Cougars lost
2-0 to De Anza in the NCS Division
II final in Moraga.

      
“The emotional part of all of us is

disappointed we didn't finish the
dream,” Carney explained. “But the
logical view of the season is of a sea-
son where a true team formed and put
in hard work night in and night out to
completely exceed expectations.”

      
Campo, who wrapped up the

2015-16 campaign with a 17-4-6
record (8-1-3 in DFAL), arrived in the
championship after consecutive
shootout wins in the quarter and semi-
finals. The extra-time triumphs were
thrilling, but also proved exhausting
for the Cougars.

      
“I think if we had played De Anza

in an earlier round, we probably
would have been ready to keep up,”
Carney said. “But honestly I just think
the legs were gone after a very tough
season and grueling playoff run with
back-to-back overtime games before
the final. They're a great team and de-
served to win, but unfortunately, I
don't think we were able to put our
best effort out there.”

      
While Campo advanced to the

biggest stage thanks to a couple of
rounds of penalty-kick dramatics, the
Miramonte girls stormed into the
NCS Division III final.

      
Before losing to Branson 1-0 at

Marin Catholic, the Mats roared past
the opposition by a combined score of
11-2 in the first three playoff clashes.

      
“I am very impressed by that

number but not surprised at all,” head
coach Mark Daus said. “If you look
at our games throughout the year sta-
tistically we outshot our opponents in
almost every game by three to four
times. As the year went on we were
starting to get rewarded for creating
all of those opportunities. Whether it
may be our goal scorers getting more

comfortable in front of the net or if it
was the soccer gods finally shinning
down on us I was just glad the girls
started to build their confidence and
score.”

      
Against Branson, the opportuni-

ties were there once again, but the
soccer gods refused to shine down on
the Mats.

      
“As for the game itself, Branson

was firing on all cylinders and didn’t
let up their pressure the entire first half
and they capitalized on their one true
opportunity they had,” Daus said.
“Again they didn’t log a shot on goal
until the second half and only had
four shots total for the game com-
pared to our 16.”

      
In the aftermath of the finals de-

feat, Daus dished out lofty praise for
a pair of the Mats senior pillars.

      
“Gina Crosetti and Kelly McK-

een defined what it meant to be cap-
tains this season,” Daus said. “They
not only lead their team with their
play on the field but they took leader-
ship off the field as well and made
sure everyone was on the same page.”

      
The head coach also commended

the rest of the squad. They finished 9-
7-4 overall with a 4-4-4 mark in
league play.

      
“I was very proud of our girls and

thought they played beautiful soccer
and were very hard to play against,”
Daus said. “But credit to Branson and
their defense to not break and hold a
clean sheet and win NCS.”

Gina Crosetti (9) Photos Gint FederasAmir Aliakbari (10) and Seppi Ortman (5) Kelly McKeen (16)

Mats Fall to Moreau in NCS final, Earn CIF Division III Berth
By Spencer Silva

It was raining threes at McKeon
Pavilion (St. Mary’s College) on

Saturday night (March 5), during the
boys’ Division III NCS Champi-
onship game. Unfortunately for the
Miramonte Matadors (19-10), the
downpour was mostly one-sided. The
No. 1 seed Moreau Catholic Mariners
(25-4) felled the Mats by a lopsided
score of 98-67. 

      
The underdog Matadors were ag-

gressive early, stealing passes and tran-
sitioning for quick baskets, but it was
only a matter of time before the
Mariners’ sharpshooting placed a per-
manent wedge between the two teams.
In the first half alone, the Mariners
were 10-for-14 from three-point range

– overall, they shot a remarkable 14-
of-24 from beyond the arc.

      
Mariners junior guard Demari

Millstead led all scorers with 35
points, which included an alley-oop
from 20-feet to power forward Oscar
Frayer, who finished the play with a
one-handed dunk befit of an NBA su-
perstar. 

      
“They’re best I’ve seen in NCS

for a few years.” said coach Drew
McDonald, who saw the game as
learning experience and good prepa-
ration for the upcoming CIF state
tournament. “As painful as it was
tonight, it’s a huge experience for my
guys.”

      
The Mats relied on senior stal-

warts and four-year starters Eddy
Ionescu and Ryan Anderson, who
both finished with 21 points. Ander-
son flew around the court like a buz-
zard, forcing two first-quarter steals,
and slamming home a reverse dunk
off a turnover. 

      
Despite the loss, the Mats have

plenty to build on. With the strong fin-
ish, the Mats earned the fifth seed in
the Division III tournament, the high-
est seed awarded to an NCS team in
the tournament – the Mariners, in turn,
will play for the state title in the Open
Division. The Matadors earned a first
round bye, and will travel to Atherton
to take on No. 4 Sacred Heart on
March 12.    ... continued on page C3Ethan Fishler Photo Gint Federas

Pet Care

Animal lover will care for your
pet in your home while you're
away. References upon request.
Wendy 925-325-9476

Furniture Restoration

Furniture Restoration &
Refinishing

Walnut Creek - 925 765 0479
Cardonarestoration.com



      
The Mats are peaking at just the

right time. McDonald pointed to re-
cent contributions from his younger
players, especially sophomores Ethan
Fishler and Enzo Jiannatone. 

      
“(They) weren’t big contributors

earlier in the year,” McDonald said. 

      
McDonald worked to instill poise

in his team all season, and last Thurs-
day, that virtue paid big dividends. 

      
In the NCS semi final against Al-

bany, the Mats overcame the No. 2
seed Cougars – whose colors eerily
recalled those of the Mats’ most bat-
tle-tested rival, the Campo Cougars –
by an overtime score of 67-63.

      
Ionescu was the beast of burden

in that game, scoring 38 points, in-
cluding a game-tying layup he took
from half court, through traffic, with
2.7 seconds left in regulation. The
crowd-stifling drive sent the game to
overtime, where the Mats eventually
prevailed. 

      
“It just came to it where I had to

go get that one,” Ionescu said of his
late-game heroics. 

      
Though McDonald was “as bitter

as bitter can be” after the loss Satur-
day, he remains optimistic about the
teams’ prospects at the next stage.

      
“I’ll be thrilled to have a NorCal

home game. In prior NorCals, we’ve
been on the road because we didn’t

have a high seed,” McDonald ex-
plained. “The competition in (the CIF
tournament) will be fierce, but I’m re-

ally looking forward to it.” McDonald
added, “I think this group is still get-
ting better.” 
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LMYA All-Star Game a Thriller
Submitted by Gina Hageboeck

From left: Victoria H., Matilda H., Fiona M., coach Mark Herring, Myella C., Eden H., Neve M.,
Kate U., and Christina H. Photo provided 

On Feb. 28, the LMYA second grade girls’ bas-
ketball season culminated with a high-energy

All-Star game. Team Green won 16-12, after
coming back from a 10-0 deficit.  

St. Perpetua 4th Grade Boys Win
Diocese
Submitted by Bill Boselli

Jake Boselli, Jordan Brown, William Byers, Lucas Dissman, Henry Hagel, Jackson Hink, Roan
Kuiken, Gus McKinney, Evan Sverak, and Michael Tague. Photo provided

On Feb. 24, St. Perpetua’s fourth
grade boys’ basketball team won the

diocesan championship. Next, coach

Tague and coach Sverak’s will lead the
team into the CYO Tournament of Cham-
pions. 

Campo Golf  Wins Tournament
Submitted by Gary O’Neill

Pictured, from left: Will Lagomarsino (Sr.), Mitch DiRaimondo (Sr.), Ryan Burnett (So.) Austin
Fischer (Sr.) and Jay Thomas (So.) Photo provided

The Campolindo High School Boys Golf
team had a great start to the 2016 Varsity

Golf season, as they took first place in the pres-
tigious Gambetta Tournament held at Lone Tree
Golf Club in Antioch on Monday, Feb. 29. The
field for the Gambetta Tournament included 22
Northern California high school golf teams.
Seniors Austin Fischer and Mitch DiRaimondo
paced the Cougars with pair of 69’s – or three

under par. Fischer was awarded medalist honors
by virtue of a scorecard play off that went to a
third tiebreaker to determine the winner.  Senior
Will Lagomarsino (78) and sophomores Ryan
Burnett (75) and Jay Thomas (80) contributed
to the Cougars three stoke victory over their
nearest competitor, San Ramon Valley High
School.

CYO 6th Grade Boys
Tournament of  Champions
Submitted by Dennis Sidlauskas

Back row, from left: Julie Hoffman, Liam Sullivan, Andrew Sidlauskas, Jake Gallegos, Isaiah
Teran, Griffin Brown Front row: Ethan Haines, Colin McDermott, Roan Kazmierowski, Bo Lago-
marsino, Dax Sherwood, Brendan McCulloch Photo provided 

On Mar. 5, the sixth grade Santa Maria Na-
tional basketball team completed an un-

defeated season by winning the CYO National

Invitational Tournament of Champions, follow-
ing up on their West Diablo League Champi-
onship on Feb. 21.

Mats Fall to Moreau in NCS final, Earn CIF Division III Berth
... continued from page C2

High-flying senior Ryan Anderson scored 10 points in the first quarter of
Saturday’s game. Photos Gint Federas

Twin siblings Sabrina and Eddy Ionescu pose for a photo after Saturday’s
NCS action
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Watch for Love Lafayette March 23
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Save Gas 
Save Money 
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.• Comprehensive Vision Testing • Eye Disease Diagnosis • Specialty Contact Lens Care • Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses
1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A

Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 
Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

30 years experience

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

small businesses.

Consultation, Preparation, 
Representation, Planning

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

SHOP MORAGA

Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

1/4 page 3.625” x 4.75”

R
925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 
Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFICIAL
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFICIAL

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
Affordable, Competent,

Warm & Compassionate Adult Care
• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed

Affordable, Competent,
Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

phone 925-330-3999
toll-free 877-330-3888

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Low Rates Guaranteed
(925) 330-3999

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-6, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

YYeeaarr 4444tthh 

 

22--WWeeeekk HHoorrssee CCaammppss 
 

PPrriivvaattee RRiiddiinngg SSiittee iinn MMoorraaggaa 
CCoommpplleettee hhoorrsseemmaannsshhiipp pprrooggrraammss 

ffoorr rriiddeerrss ooff aallll lleevveellss.. 
 

CCoommee VViissiitt CCaammpp!! 
wwwwww..rroouugghhiinnggiitt..ccoomm//eevveennttss 
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L
amorinda

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March ...read on page D12

L
amorinda is a wonderful place to live. The
schools are good, the East Bay weather is
warm and mild, eateries and services are

available in abundance, and the quality of life is high.
But so is the cost of real estate. Rather than signing
on the dotted line for that big mortgage, some de-
cide to spend time as a renter. But even that is not
always easy.

          
“Inventory [of rental property] is really low,”

says Keith Katzman of Orinda’s Pacific Union Inter-
national. With average home prices in Lamorinda
hovering between $1.2 to $1.5 million, according to
recently published Contra Costa Association of Re-
altors statistics, and with multiple offers on homes
for sale once again the norm, the demand for rentals
has increased, and with it, rents.  Sohelia Smith, a
23-year real estate professional, says she saw rental
prices actually increase during the recent recession,
and that renters now should expect to pay between
$1 and $2 per square foot for housing.

           
A quick online search for Lafayette, Moraga or

Orinda single family home rentals or leases revealed a
3,100-square-foot gated, single family Lafayette home
on an “estate lot” with four bedrooms, crown molding,
beveled glass and a piano. It was available for lease
through a real estate company for $5,950 per month.
There was no garage; parking was on-street only.

          
Another listing, this one for a view home in

Orinda says its 2,500-square-foot home situated on
a half-acre lot was recently renovated and updated;
its owners prefer a two-year lease, and are asking
$5,500 per month.  A three bedroom, two bath Mor-

aga home slightly less than 1,900 square feet that
backs up to open space is listed online for $4,000
per month. 

          
Katzman generally sees a range of people in-

terested in renting rather than owning homes –
some simply “don’t want to own,” while others pre-
fer to rent first and eventually buy. He says many
renters are families with kids.

          
Katzman recently paired a couple from the

East Coast with a rental in Lafayette. He estimates
the average renter stays put just one or two years.
“Just about everybody [in real estate] has handled a
rental transaction,” he says. For the realtor, it is about
building future relationships and hoping the rental
client returns at a later date to buy. 

                                                   
... continued on page D4

Photo Cathy Dausman

Home Occupancy Without the Mortgage
Renting in Lamorinda
By Cathy Dausman
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
6
7

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$810,000
$660,000
$823,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$3,275,000
$1,710,000
$2,117,000

LAFAYETTE
3402 Black Hawk Road, $1,238,000, 3 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 2-12-16
21 Burnt Oak Circle, $1,080,000, 3 Bdrms, 1481 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 1-28-16; 

Previous Sale: $85,000, 08-16-76
3397 La Caminita, $1,925,000, 5 Bdrms, 3260 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 1-22-16; 

Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 08-20-10
4146 Los Arabis Drive, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 1727 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 1-29-16; 

Previous Sale: $725,000, 06-27-14
6 Moss Lane, $710,000, 2 Bdrms, 1559 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-10-16; 

Previous Sale: $220,000, 04-29-88
1100 Rahara Drive, $2,080,000, 4 Bdrms, 3678 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 2-12-16
20 Ruth Court, $863,000, 5 Bdrms, 2106 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 1-28-16; 

Previous Sale: $910,000, 07-20-05
23 Sessions Road, $3,275,000, 5396 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 1-26-16
3331 Vaughn Road, $1,308,500, 4 Bdrms, 1945 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 1-22-16
MORAGA
1201 Bollinger Canyon, $700,000, 662 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 2-10-16
1084 Larch Avenue, $1,135,000, 2 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-25-16
3 Paseo Linares, $1,710,000, 4 Bdrms, 5074 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 1-28-16; 

Previous Sale: $725,000, 08-16-90
307 Rheem Boulevard, $916,500, 3 Bdrms, 1685 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 1-29-16; 

Previous Sale: $235,000, 10-04-88
ORINDA
53 East Altarinda Drive, $2,117,000, 4 Bdrms, 3145 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 1-28-16;
Previous Sale: $890,000, 08-29-01
18 Lind Court, $1,247,500, 3 Bdrms, 1350 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 1-22-16; 

Previous Sale: $560,000, 05-03-02
21 Sandy Court, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3311 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 1-29-16; 

Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 04-11-06
113 Van Ripper Lane, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 2393 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 2-11-16

         Re�nancing?  Purchase?  2nd Home? 

 Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited 
liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act .  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.    Terms and condi�ons apply.  Addi�onal loan 
programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other 
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch 

Call Becca today! 
 Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years. 

Becca Romonek Loan O�cer�Team Rider NMLS#1436604 
Cell: 925.899.5758 
Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com                 
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda 

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

FOR SALE

5 Owl Hill Ct, Orinda

Breathtaking Mediterranean
Style Estate!

Offered at $3,195,000

FOR SALE

155 Camino Pablo, Orinda

Distinguished Mansion on
huge flat lot!

Offered at $1,557,000

COMING SOON 

155 Erselia Trl, Alamo

Gardener's Paradise!
Price upon Request

SALE PENDING

3305 Newport Ct, Walnut Creek
Desirable Northgate Neighborhood
Representing Buyer 
Offered at $1,025,000

SALE PENDING

56 Bates Blvd, Orinda

Spectacular Views!
Asking price $1,389,000



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties

ANGIE GUERRA CULUM

925.209.5999

BEN MILLER

925.558.5744

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500
1937 ASPENRIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK  $995,000

PE
NDING

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 

3921 N. PEARDALE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $1,347,000

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617 

1867 HOLLAND DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK  $478,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105

PE
NDING

LOS ARABIS (UPPER HAPPY VALLEY) LAFAYETTE  $2,595,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

UNDER

CONST
RUCTIO

N

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384  /  925.451.3105

MUIR RIDGE MARTINEZ / HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  $464,999

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

Kristina Solovieva is joining us with 
a proven track record of excellence in 
service as well as sales. We are excited 
to partner in her future success!

WE PROUDLY WELCOME A 
WONDERFUL NEW ADDITION

TO OUR FAMILY...
KRISTINA SOLOVIEVA 

REALTOR®

925.330.3519
Kristina@dudum.com 

CALBRE #01800188

3360 SWEET DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,270,000

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441  /  925.787.4622

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D
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Looking to Buy or Sell?  

Chad Morrison
INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY
BAY AREA TOP 100
Direct: 925.253.4650
Mobile: 925.330.1416
chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com    
www.sellinglamorinda.com

CalBRE# 01905614

I look forward to assisting
you with your real estate

needs in 2016

          
Katzman likes to make the search a “group effort”

and says that although real estate companies’ multiple
listings do include a rentals category, those listings are
usually limited to high-end properties.  Katzman says
most people search online, and Craigslist is the number
one resource for finding area rentals. 

          
Smith uses Craigslist and also likes listing homes

for rent on Trulia and realtor.com. She says her prospec-
tive renters are people who move to the area because of
jobs, perhaps temporarily, and “don’t want to buy right
away.”

          
They want to “figure it out” while living in a nicer,

well cared for furnished or semi-furnished home in a
good area. Smith says “a lot of baseball players; A’s and
Giants,” for example, might not want to buy in Lamor-
inda because their work is only seasonal.

          
As for who pays for utilities or a gardener, “it

varies,” she says. Naturally, when it comes to renting,
there are requisites and limitations, even in so-called ex-
ecutive homes (a loosely used term which implies a
more expensive home). 

          
Potential renters should approach a property list-

ing prepared to submit income and employment verifi-
cation, and have financial solvency and credit scores
inspected. Finding a landlord who will allow pets is
tough, Katzman says, because landlords are concerned
about the possibility of damage or that future tenants

may not want to rent if they are allergic to pets or pet
dander. There may be an additional deposit required in
return for having a pet in a rental.  He advises landlords
to make their rental home “bulletproof,” by spending a

little extra on appliances to get a good product warranty
and to carry an umbrella policy on the residence.  

          
“Don’t do it [manage a rental] on your own,” he

says. 

Home Occupancy Without the Mortgage
... continued from page D1

Photo Cathy Dausman



AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

Coming Soon, 
A STUNNER IN
HAPPY VALLEY 

Incredible opportunity in Prestigious Happy Valley, Lafayette!  
Private approx 4,407 sq. ft. single level 5 bed + office, 3 bath home peacefully rests on 1.08 
flat acres including fruit trees, tennis court, flat grass & pool.  The heart of the home is the 

recently remodeled fabulous & oversized, State of the Art eat-in kitchen, with too many bells 
and whistles to highlight.  Premium location and Top rated Schools!

Please call me for pricing details.

6 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, approx 4647 sq. ft.  
Another amazing property in Orinda.  
Let me help you Find the Right Fit.

Please call me for details.

3790A Happy Valley Road, Lafayette  
Broker Tour 3/1 Open House 3/6

ALSO COMING SOON!
125 Alta Haciendas Road, Orinda

AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

Impressive Architectural Masterpiece with Breathtaking Panoramic Views

5 Bedrooms + Office + Studio + Exercise Room 5.5 Baths 3 Car Garage
approx 4647 Square Feet 3.26 Acres Pool, Spa, Tennis Court

Price $3,950,000 | Open House Sunday 3/6 and 3/13 1-4 | Broker Tour Tuesday 3/8 10-2

 

125 Alta Haciendas Road, Orinda
A Property With a Everything!

 A view you have to see.
LIVING ABOVE IT ALL IN ORINDA.



DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2015

Lafayette’s Best
Realtor

Renovated 5BR/4.5BA, 3798± sq. �. Baywood Traditional on .38± acres.
O�ered at $2,225,000 • 501WinchesterCourt.com

�������	
��������������������

Live/Work Opportunity! 4BR/3BA, 3298± sq. �. Home with Detached Studio on .68± acres.
O�ered at $2,395,000 • 1600ReliezValleyRoad.com

���������������������������������

6BR/5.5BA, 5537± sq. �. Happy Valley Mediterranean on Resort-Style .46± acres.  
O�ered at $3,675,000 • VallecitoCourtEstate.com

����������	������������������

Dana Green
License #: 01482454License #: 01866771



 

Coming Soon!  
112 Via Floreado, Orinda 

Office:  925.254.8585    ct@clarkthompson.com    
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 CALBRE# 00903367 

Experience a Peaceful Setting  
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 3952 Sq. Ft. 

Offered at $1,895,000 

111 Bear Ridge Trail, Orinda  

Opportunity Awaits! 
8.41 Acre Parcel 

Offered at $879,000 

Springhill Road, Lafayette 

4 Bedrooms    3 Bathrooms    2978 Square Feet    .53 Acre 

A rare combination of beauty and convenience at your doorstep. 

Extraordinary Living 
7 Bedrooms, 9+ Bathrooms, 8986 Sq. Ft. 

Offered at $5,599,000 

5 Burton Vista, Lafayette 
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                 CALBRE# 00903367 
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5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 3952 Sq. Ft. 
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111 Bear Ridge Trail, Orinda  

Opportunity Awaits! 
8.41 Acre Parcel 

Offered at $879,000 

Springhill Road, Lafayette 

4 Bedrooms    3 Bathrooms    2978 Square Feet    .53 Acre 

A rare combination of beauty and convenience at your doorstep. 

Extraordinary Living 
7 Bedrooms, 9+ Bathrooms, 8986 Sq. Ft. 

Offered at $5,599,000 

5 Burton Vista, Lafayette 



Call us today for a complimentary consultation and 
discover the ‘fl uff’ difference. Simply the best!

Fluff Residential Staging and Design
925.385.8507•FluffStaging@gmail.com•FluffStaging.com

The very best home staging ...
Fluff Residential Staging & Design can make your home 
shine like no-one else can! From re-arranging and adding a 
few key pieces to your existing look to a full service install of 
a current, fresh, new appearance; Fluff is your “go to” staging 
expert who will showcase your home to appeal to the greatest 
number of buyers and ultimately produce the highest price.

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
www.RattoandRatto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Coming Soon in Moraga!

O�ered at $950,000 • Coming Soon!

1742 Saint Andrews Drive, Moraga
Beautifully updated Plan 3 in Moraga Country Club.  3 Bedroom,  

2.5 Bath, apx. 2,191 square feet in secluding setting near Clubhouse,  
pool & tennis courts.  Loft area with built-in desk & cabinets, spacious 

Master Suite with Bay Window and enclosed hallway to bonus 
room/3rd BR with laundry room & sitting area. Call for more info.

925.932.5432
www.sewerinspections.com

Sewer InspectionsSewer Inspections && Cleaning Cleaning
Locally Owned & Operated

Video Inspections & Locating
Overfl ow Protection Devise Installation

38 Years of Experience 
Sewers Unclogged

Trenchless Replacements & Repairs

We let the video speak for itself!We let the video speak for itself!

Gen. Eng. Lic #971074

Giving Dreams an Address    

3957 Woodside Court, Lafayette

Quality Custom Home and Property
Classic Lafayette charmer, 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom,
2446 square feet home on .83 acre of mature
landscaping, fruit trees & gardens, adjacent to
Lafayette Reservoir with private gate access. New
French doors and mostly new windows, hardwood
floors, remodeled kitchen and master bath. This is a
perfect setting for family gatherings and entertaining
friends, it is truly a special home and property.

Marianne Greene
Broker
(510) 604-7358
Email: kallst@aol.com

Delivering the BEST ResultsCalBRE#00852567

5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
2446 square feet, .83 acres

Offered at $1,595,000
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Stylish Solutions
Keeping Spring Clean with a Mudroom
By Ann McDonald

This month I wanted to share some inside information
on one of the most beloved rooms in the suburban

home: the mudroom. As spring rounds the corner, many
of us are looking at tidying areas of our garages, starting the
beloved spring clean or just rethinking how we would like
to function as the weather lightens up a bit.

           
Here are some tips on what you can include or con-

sider when remodeling your beloved mudroom – whether
it’s for a small, medium or ideal option.

           
First, the small to non-existent space. I understand

this, because it is my living truth. I had no mudroom. With
two boys who were deeply into sports, a husband who did
a lot of coaching on muddy fields, three dogs and me with
a penchant for hiking, I would have loved to have had a sep-
arate mudroom, especially during the growing years, but it
never happened in our suburban Orinda home. Then I had
an epiphany. 

           
First, I looked at our front hall off the main entry and

I tore out the closet completely. Yes, completely. No entry
closet. I can hear the screams now, but stay with me for a

minute. There is hope, and a clean space, on the other side
of this action. With the closet gone, I put three-pronged,
sturdy hooks in its place. The express purpose was to train
our messy family, me included, to hang up their (my)
clothes in their (my) actual closets. What a concept!

           
These hooks worked. Because the space is small,

once they were full, they were full. I lost fewer coats and
shoes. Our umbrellas now sit in a nice stand on the front
porch. The front hall is actually tidy!

            
Second, I swapped out simple entry tables for chests

of drawers in the front hall. The drawers hide what needs to
be out of sight: stamps, letter openers, dog leashes and more.
With a bit more storage than your typical console table, this
is a great storage solution. So good, in fact, that when our
oldest went to college, he took one of the chests with him!

           
Next, the medium space. Here we often find clients

have a “back hall” or smaller area to handle some built-ins
but not necessarily enough space to add all the extras.
When that happens, we go the built-in route. Less dust
around pesky tables or chests, a bit easier to design for ac-

tual needs of specific family members.

           
Many clients like the concept of separate storage

spaces for each member of the family. Much like the tradi-
tional ski locker or sports locker, these are wonderful ways
to encourage those you live with to place items where they
will be found when necessary.

           
I love this look. For shoe storage in drawers, however,

consider an open weave face or metal grate face so the
smells dissipate and removable washable trays in the bot-
tom so water, mud and dirt don’t compromise the wood
cabinets. The cost is more, but it is well worth it for lifestyle.

           
Now, the fun part. Let’s imagine for a minute that

budget was not an issue and space was available in droves.
What kind of ideal mudroom would you design? With a
large-scale space, here are some items we have included in
designs past:
•         A “double-double” Dutch door
•         Additional washer and dryer hidden inside 

built-ins with lift table
•         Round table and chairs where delivery people 

can relax while waiting
•         Built-ins for placing and storing packages
•         Floral cutting sink with metal counters
•         Large-scale tile floors
•         Boot trays
•         Racks and hooks for coats
•         Small powder room
•         Television, and more

                                                                
... continued on page D13

One nice thing
about using
closed doors is
the option of
having a bar for
hanging clothes
and linens. This
is especially use-
ful if you have a
dry cleaner that
delivers. Things
can arrive in the
back door and
be separated
easily before
heading to the
proper closet.

This mudroom has incorporated a small powder room off to the side and closed doors to hide messes. While wonder-
ful from an aesthetic perspective, consider how your family lives. Will doors hide the very things you need to find or
will they keep you sane because you don’t want to look at the mess day to day?  Your choice.      Photos bigstock.com



Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!

Dana Fillinger
BHG Mason-McDuffie

89 Davis Road, Suite 100
Orinda, CA 94563

danafillinger@me.com
925.588.6409
CalBRE # 01731662

Serenity in Burton Valley

Incredible home in a coveted area of Burton Valley. This 3 bedroom 2.5 bath
home-plus large bonus room/home office- is on a quiet cup-de-sac adjacent
to acres of hiking trails and the Lafayette Community Fields and
playgrounds. This natural light-filled home has vaulted ceilings in both living
and family rooms, with slate decks with panoramic views of the valley. The
back yard has a gas BBQ and stone fire pit surrounded by luxurious seating
perfect for relaxing with family and friends. Walking distance to Burton
Valley Elementary and Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis Club-- this home
is ready to welcome you!

Price $1,575,000

3216 Bavarian Lane, Lafayette

•  3 bedroom 2.5 bathroom 
plus bonus room/office

•  2789 sq. ft. .3 acre lot



Page:                       LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday, March 9, 2016D12

Gardening Guide
March is a Time for Picking, Planting and Looking
for Butterflies
By Cynthia Brian
“That which surrounds you is within you.”~ Karl Schmidt

After visiting the Yucatan Peninsula for a week at the end of February where
I snorkeled and swam in underground cenotes (rivers) as well as the aqua

waters of the Caribbean, I returned to a garden exploding in blooms. Bearded iris,
tulips, anemones, freesia, cyclamen, calla lilies, oxalis, Chinese fringe, rosemary, ra-
nunculus, cineraria, gladioli, periwinkle, plus hillsides of daffodils as well as fruit
trees of Asian pear, peach, apricot, prune and crabapple. As the wind blew, the air
rained pear blossoms. The soothing smell of springtime permeated my nostrils. How
lovely to come home to beauty. 

          
The recent insert in our water bill made me laugh with ways to use only 35 gal-

lons a day. Besides the fact that they failed to recognize that most households contain
more than one individual, they also completely overlooked water for gardens, indoor
plants and pets. Although my water conservation efforts have placed me in the top
20 percent of savers, the water company also recognized that 68 percent of my water
usage is for landscaping. If only we had access to the water of those 6,000 cenotes

from the Yucatan we wouldn’t be worrying about irrigating our gardens.

          
Many emails have arrived asking about more information on the Pearl’s Pre-

mium lawn seed. Since the ground is warming, yet the heavens still shower us with
rainfall, March is an opportune time to seed and reseed your lawns. Since my Nov.
4 article (www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0918/Digging-Deep-Garden-
ing-with-Cynthia-Brian.html) about this award-winning lawn seed, I have learned
about new research indicating that the roots grow to 20 inches, making the grass,
once established, very drought resistant. The one drawback that I have discovered
from my personal experience is that in our area, the birds do indeed like the seeds.
Make sure to roll the seeds for good soil contact and water deeply. Water daily until
sprouting occurs. You may have to over seed a few times to get the lush green thick-
ness you desire. ... continued on page D14

Hillside of daffodils with peach tree in bloom. Photos Cynthia Brian

Can St. Patrick’s Day be far behind when the shamrocks (oxalis) are blooming?

Irises are already in bloom.
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925.788.6193
rolson@pacunion.com
kolson@pacunion.com
License #: 00385275 | 01372297

Rob & Kathy Olson

18 Amanda Lane, Lafayette
3 Bedroom, 2.5 bathroom Craftsman Style home in the heart of 

downtown Lafayette. Featuring custom detail and finishes, chef’s 

kitchen, drought tolerant landscape, Loggia and putting green. 
O�ered at $1,350,000

Just Listed in Downtown Lafayette!

Ann McDonald, IIDA,
NAPO, is the
Founder/CEO of
Couture Chateau, a
luxury interior design
firm in Orinda. For a
complete blog post
including other design
ideas, visit
www.couturechateau.com
/blog

Mudroom  ... continued from page D10

           
For large-scale mudrooms that need to function for high traffic catering events or

other large-scale living, include: recycling bins, hidden charging stations, a coffee/tea bar
and a small built-in microwave for quick snacks, as well as calendar boards and more.

           
We are past the days of Downton Abbey, when large families or multiple generations

are living under one roof. However, the practical application of a centralized ‘drop station,’
whether it’s a room, closet or full-scale area of your home, remains.

           
Happy spring cleaning, Stylish Suburbanites!

           
If you are interested in joining us for a free trend talk, make sure to send an email

to ann@couturechateau.com and visit www.couturechateau.com/trend for more infor-
mation.

Manzone Team 
Leslie & Michele Manzone

925.388.6056 | 510.388.2393
manzoneteam@gmail.com 

manzoneteam.com
License #: 01120753 | 01028002

With a team of experienced property agents, we are able to provide  
the highest quality of service every customer deserves. We want to  

know more about you and your real estate needs. Contact us today for  
a Free home evaluation or any additional information and assistance  

you need. We are more than willing to serve you and guide you through 
the process of buying or selling a property in Lamorinda.

CONTACT US TODAY.  

License #: 01866771

 REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS AND INVESTMENT ADVISORS SINCE 1989
Together Leslie & Michele have over 55 years of experience, 

and 4th generation Realtors.

A Baywood Beauty ~ 507 Winchester Court, Lafayette
5 BD  •  4.5 BA  •  3,489+/- sq.ft.  •  .37+/- acre

Offered at $1,895,000

www.BrydonIvesTeam.com CalBRE#: 01408025/01367466/01932119

CO
MIN

G S
OO

N

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |   Kristi Ives 925.788.8345  |  Kaaren Brickman 925.351.5049
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com KBrickman@apr.com
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PICK up all fallen camellias to prevent petal blight on the plant. Remember that
camellia bushes grow into camellia trees so plant in an appropriate location.

PLANT asparagus crowns as soon as the soil is dry enough to work. 

SOW Irish potatoes, English peas, radishes, turnips, kale and carrots any time this
month.

ATTRACT Monarch butterflies to your garden by planting milkweed.  A caterpil-
lar increases its body mass 2,000 times as it nibbles on milkweed. 

ADD the perennial vegetable rhubarb to your potager along with strawberries.
They’ll be ready to harvest at the same time, just right for pies, jams, sauces and
other treats.

ESPALIER apples, kiwis and grapes for easier picking as well as space saving.

THICKEN and reseed lawns in thin spots. Clover is an excellent option if you are
seeking something other than grass.

FERTILIZE lawns with an organic feed high in nitrogen. All plants can use a boost
of nitrogen.

TIME for a tetanus shot if you haven’t had one in 10 years. Tetanus does not occur
just from rusty nails. You can get it from digging in the dirt.

REPEL insects naturally with swaths of pennyroyal, nasturtium, calendula and
marigold.

NET plants, shrubs and trees that you don’t want nibbled by birds, deer, rabbits
and other foragers.

DIVIDE agapanthus, daylilies and iris while they are still semi-dormant. 

COMPOST all organic matter to add to your garden. This includes newspaper, shred-
ded cardboard, food scraps (except meat), eggshells, tea leaves and coffee grinds.

BUILD hugels now while the soil is still easy to dig to help with moisture retention
for the summer months. 

PLAN your vegetable garden. Check the soil, turn over the cover crops, determine
the sunlight conditions, choose your seeds, and write a list of plants you wish to
purchase to keep you eating fresh all season.

PLANT culinary herbs including cilantro, chives, dill, mint, parsley, rosemary and
thyme to spice up your meals all season.

PREPARE for Easter celebrations with arrangements of tulips, hyacinths, lilies
and colorful annuals.

START seeds of eggplants, tomatoes and peppers indoors to get a head start on
your summer barbecues. 

WEED! After all the rainfall, weeds are proliferating. Start pulling them up or turn-
ing them under before seedpods set.

EXHALE! Winter is almost over and the sunny, warm, longer days of March are
here. Getting ready to balance eggs on end on the vernal equinox … or at least
crack a couple of fresh ones for breakfast.

What to do in your March garden:

A landscape of blooming crabapples and periwinkle, and blue rosemary.

Family owned in 
Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

The benefits trees provide to those living and working in the urban
environment increase as the size of the trees increases. As a tree gets older and
larger, however, it is also more likely to shed branches or develop decay or
other conditions that predisposes the tree to failure. In assessing and managing
trees, we at Advance Tree Service strive to strike a balance between the risk
that a tree poses and the benefits that a tree provides by assessing its health
and keeping it healthy with the proper care it needs.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, call your local Arborist at Advance Tree
Service to help you assess your risk today.
Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK
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Allow your surroundings to sink deeply into your soul. You
have the power to bring beauty to your everyday environ-
ment.

Happy Gardening!
Happy Growing!
Happy Spring!
(almost)

©2016
Cynthia Brian
The Goddess Gardener
Starstyle® Productions, llc
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at 
www.StarStyleRadio.net
I am available as a speaker, designer, and consultant.

Bl
ue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Cynthia Brian
snorkeling in a
cenote lily pond in
the Yucatan.

Chinese fringe flower glimmers in hot pink.

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

For advertising in the April 2010  Issue of The Orinda News
Please initial below and fax to 510-758-1437: Approved ____ See changes noted above: ____

If you have any questions, please call Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225, or  
email jill@aspenconsult.net 

* Please note prices above do not include any typesetting charges if they apply.

family owned since 1933

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains
Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts • Jewelry

Landscape Consultation
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4 Quail Ridge Lane  This 2.87ac
lot enjoys valley views, filled
w/mature trees. Priv. lane off
prestigious street w/luxurious custom
homes. Complete w/approved plans
to build 3276sf home. Award
winning schools.  $450,000

407 Ridge Gate Road Rarely
available detached one story in
Orindawoods on sought after cul-de-
sac. Open flr plan w/vaulted ceilings.
3rd bdrm used as ofc. Stunning
outdoors w/generous decks for
ultimate privacy. $1,395,000

15 Estates Drive Redesigned &
renovated. Living, dining & island
kitchen all in a “Great Room”.
4bd/3ba + study/den. Hwd floors
thruout. Patio & side yard. Close in
loc. on .53ac lot. Top rated Orinda
schools.            $1,698,000

8 Camino Del Diablo Stunning
Contemporary 4bd/5.5ba home rebuilt
in 2002 by MGHG Designs.
Impeccable design and architectural
finishes. Chef's kitchen with Carrera
marble counters, radiant floors. 

$1,795,000

111 Bear Ridge Trail Gated
1.22ac lush knoll parcel. Custom
5bd/4.5ba, 3952sf home w/light &
bright rooms, walls of windows &
high ceilings. Modern kitchen.
w/informal eating area & adjoining
fam. rm. Views! $1,895,000

8 El Sueno Custom ranch of the
finest quality w/exceptional attn. to
detail. This 3450 sq. ft., 4bd/3.5ba
home overlooks the 8th fairway.
Swimming pool w/waterfall, gazebo
& extensive patio.

$3,150,000

125 Alta Haciendas The views
don’t get better than this!
Breathtaking 3.5acre parcel
w/architect. designed apx. 5000sf
contemporary. 5bd/5.5ba+ ofc+
studio+ workout room, pool, tennis
court & more! $3,950,000

160 Camino Don Miguel
Magnificent Spanish Mediterranean
estate on 2 adj. lots, located on 4th
hole of OCC. Main house completely
rebuilt in 1996 is over 5800sf with
5bd/5.5ba & sep. 627sf 1bd/1ba
guest house. $6,200,000

35 Ashford Place  Sought after
Corliss neighborhood! 4 bedroom,
2 bath home on prime cul-de-sac
location. Updates include fresh
paint, hardwood floors, new
lighting and carpet.

$1,375,000

422 Fernwood Drive
Phenomenal 4bd + media rm/guest
rm, 3 ba, Rheem Valley Manor
exec. home on over .50ac w/views,
pool, outdr BBQ’s, putting green &
amazing in/outdr entertaining space.
By appt. only. $1,695,000

Springhill Road  Great
opportunity to build approved to
setting for 8.41 acre location.
Design in place by AIA James
Wright. Road & utilities all at site.
City approval for approach & layout
dimensions. $879,000

3957 Woodside Court  Situated
on .83ac park-like lot adj. to Laf.
Reservoir w/private gate to Res.
Redwds, azaleas, fruit trees &grapes.
Best views! Updated kitchen
&master ba. Hdwd flrs. Spacious
family room. $1,595,000

858 Mountain View Drive
Wonderful, spacious Contemporary
5bd +ofc +bonus rm, 3.5ba, 4280sf
home. Peaceful retreat yet mins to
town. Views, walls of glass, beaut.
updated. In-law potential. Top rated
schools. $1,795,000

15 Via Magnalena
Mid century classic .8 acre Happy
Valley home designed by owner/
architect. Preserved high beam
ceilings, walls of glass & every rm
opens to gorgeous priv. yard, pool.
Bonus suite. $1,850,000

5 Burton Vista Court 
Spectacular 7bd/9+ba, 8986sf estate
w/ luxury amenities in all grand
oversized spaces. Premium 2.25ac
parcel w/sport court, pool & pavilion
w/kitchen, dressing rooms &
showers. $5,599,000

11 Reata Place  
Rockridge charmer! 2465 sq. ft.
3bd/2ba home w/1 bd/1ba in-law
unit. Mid-century modern, bright
home on a cul-de-sac. Walk to
Chabot Elementary, College Avenue
& Bart! $995,000

New Listing New Listing

New Listing New Listing New Listing

New Listing New Listing New Listing New Listing

New Listing New Listing New Listing

Lamorinda’s  Leading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

twitter.com/villageassoc 

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on Sunday Open Homes

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Art Lehman
Charles Levine

Erin Martin
April Matthews
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Dan Weil

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker




