
Anew Open Space initiative
was submitted to the Mor-

aga Town Clerk on Dec. 21,
2007.  Entitled The Moraga
Open Space, Parks & Recre-
ation Ordinance of 2008 (MO-
SPRO 2008), it is a competing
vision to Moraga’s Open Space
Ordinance (MOSO 2008) gov-
erning future management of
the remaining 1000 acres of
open space in Moraga.  Town
Manager Phil Vince summa-
rizes the situation: “With two
competing Open Space ordi-
nances potentially on the ballot,
2008 will be an interesting year
in Moraga.”

Conceived and developed
by the Bruzzone family, a major
Moraga landowner, MOSPRO
2008 would directly compete
with MOSO 2008 in the next
election if enough signatures are

obtained to place it on the ballot.
The Notice of Intent to Circulate
Petition, signed by Dave Bruz-
zone, explains: “The purpose
(of this initiative is) to protect
open space and ridgelines, limit
development to less sensitive
areas where potential visual and
other environmental impacts
can be minimized, and provide
needed public facilities for the
Town.”  

Council Member Mike
Metcalf observed, “Voters
should pay close attention to
what is being proposed.”  While
the two initiatives have similar
titles, their contents differ on
many counts.  If MOSO 2008 is
approved by voters, it would
considerably limit development
on two large Bruzzone proper-
ties in Bollinger Canyon and In-
dian Valley.  In diplomatic

language, MOSPRO 2008 pro-
poses a mix of protected open
space, large development areas
and potential financial rewards
for the Town of Moraga.

... continued on page 14

Lynda Deschambault is a New
Hampshire native who chose

Moraga when she moved to the
Bay Area eighteen years ago.  Like
the song Moraga kids learn in ele-
mentary school,  “The hills of
Moraga are calling” to her.  Open
space is her passion, her everyday
pleasure and inspired her profes-
sional and political career. 

“I have loved spending time
in nature since I was a child,” says
the new Mayor, “I like feeling
small and part of the great big
sphere.”  A science teacher in the
8th grade helped her transform
this passion into a profession.
Her class went to a three-day field
trip in the mountain, studying an-
imals, water, and air.  There she
decided that live science was in-
teresting and fun and that she
wanted to dedicate her life to
study and protect nature. De-
schambault holds undergraduate
degrees in Chemistry and Soil
Science, and an MBA. She is cur-
rently an Environmental Scientist
with the US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 

Deschambault was drawn
to local politics after a long en-
gagement in non-profit activism,
during which she realized that
elected officials have a great role
to play in effecting change.
When she ran for Town Council
in November of 2004, some peo-

ple were unhappy about increas-
ing development in Moraga.  She
felt that those who wanted to pre-
serve the semi-rural character of
the town needed an elected voice.
“Development, in a place like
Moraga, has to be pondered with
extreme caution,” believes De-
schambault, “before making a de-
cision I always remember the
Iroquois principle ‘we should
consider how the decision we’re
about the make will affect the
next seven generations.’”

In her first years on the
Town Council, Deschambault’s
objective was to improve govern-
ment transparency; she hopes to
continue increased transparency
and public involvement and is op-
timistic about the development of
a community calendar, televised
Town meetings, improved notic-
ing for important agenda items,
and is confident she can more ef-
fectively engage residents, espe-
cially those at St Mary’s College
and Moraga’s youth..

Deschambault has also fo-
cused on improving the ecologi-
cal state of the Town of Moraga.
Among other things, she has
helped the community produce a
Mulholland Habitat Preservation
and Restoration Plan, she sup-
ported the Invasive Plant Re-
moval Program, the Integrated
Pest Management Program sug-

gested by the local grassroots
group “Parents for a Safer Envi-
ronment,” and proposed that the
town become a member of the
US Mayors’ Climate Protection
Agreement. 

“Moraga’s future will likely
see increased native plantings and
a wetland restoration project on
Mulholland during my tenure as
Mayor,” says Deschambault, “I’ll
be working closely with commu-
nity groups to promote the impor-
tance of local shopping and the
use of sturdy reusable shopping
bags.  I hope to update town street
lights to more efficient and en-
ergy saving styles, while also pro-
moting solar, day lighting, and
geothermal elements in town
buildings.”  

She noted that her two main
goals continue to be “Preserving
the Past, Planning for the Future.”
Deschambault is keen to put poli-
cies in place that protect our
ridgelines and scenic vistas, and
wants to revitalize business with
infill near existing commercial
areas.  She is hopeful that the
Council can come to agreement
on a Specific Plan that includes
both shopping areas, integrates
the old with the new, and results
in one village-like area that flows
with existing retail.  Taking the
lead to engage the Chamber of
Commerce and to form an Eco-

nomic Development committee,
Deschambault envisions a num-
ber of retail-focused events that
bring vibrancy to the shopping
areas and is excited to see the
final production of a long term
Economic Strategy for the Town
of Moraga. 

Right now, Deschambault
spends 8-20 hours a week on her
Town duties.  All Council mem-
bers, including the Mayor, serve
voluntarily with no monetary re-
muneration.  She still makes time
to walk the trails of Moraga with
her two Huskies, to find peace,
inspiration and the energy to con-
tinue to fight for her vision of
Moraga.
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Pot possession, 01/01/08  At
9:40 officers noticed a vehicle
with three passengers parked in
the Rheem Elementary School
parking lot.  Savvy officers no-
ticed a strong odor of marijuana
coming from the car. A small
amount of marijuana was found
in the back seat.  Not such a
happy New Year.

Teens loitering and drinking
1/01/08  A concerned neighbor
made a “suspicious persons” call
to dispatch.  Officers found sev-
eral subjects at Moraga Valley
and Parson Brown Court, all
under 21 with a bottle of Remy
Martin Cognac.  One of the kids
admitted to having a beer in his
backpack, a third subject threw
a shot glass into the road that
shattered.  All kids were cited at
the scene.    
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Disposition of Evidence
Moraga Police Department no longer
needs property related to case 05-999
for evidentiary purposes. All evidence
is going to be disposed of.  If you are
involved in the case and have owner-
ship of items involved please contact
the Moraga Police Department Prop-
erty Officer Heather Pomeroy at
(925)376-2515. All Evidence will be
destroyed after January 15, 2008.

Chamber of Commerce 8am
Terzetto’s Cuisine
Moraga Shopping Center

Friday, Jan 25

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
for: • all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Wednesday, Jan 16 (special Meeting)

Wednesday, Jan 23
Sat., Jan 12, 9am Special Meeting

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Jan 22
Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Jan 14

Park & Rec 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Jan 15

Friday, Jan 11

The Right Lender to KnowTM

“My clients keep coming back

because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
serving Lamorinda since 1986

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

925-627-7109

Thank
you, Steve!
Your friendly neighbor-

hood newspaper would
like to offer a fond a farewell,
with our thanks and best
wishes, to Steve Angelides.
Possibly one of the busiest
men in Moraga, a myriad of
other obligations has neces-
sitated Steve’s departure from
our staff. We will miss his re-
lentless pursuit of the truth,
his straightforward style, and
above all his commitment to
bringing knowledge, and
therefore power, into the
homes of Moraga residents. 

(925) 376-3600  •  1409 Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

Moraga 
Hardware & Lumber

a unique lifestyle store   

Refresh, Create, Rejuvenate
RalphLauren
paints feature
an exquisite

palette of 
colors and
textures to 

enhance every
room in your

home.

Meet Moraga’s New Mayor 
By Sophie Braccini

First MOSO, Now MOSPRO
New Initiative Offers $7 Million 
to the Town of  Moraga for the Right to Build New Homes
By Sophie Braccini

ORIN D A •  MORAGA •  LAFAYETTE

(925)254-3030        www.orinda.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

Three Very Special Lamorinda Homes!


