
It should get easier to walk, hike,
and bike through the hills and

rough roads in Orinda—it may not
be soon, but at least that’s the plan.
Orinda City Council recently ap-
proved the appointment of Alta
Planning from Berkeley to develop
the Orinda Bicycle, Trails, and
Walkways (OBTW) Master Plan.
Noting that Orinda residents have
expressed concerns about safety
when walking their children to
school or biking through downtown,
Mayor Pro Tem Sue Severson de-
scribed the development of the Mas-
ter Plan as a very positive and
exciting venture that is sensitive to
the needs of the community. 

The OBTW Master Plan will
guide the planning, development
and management of the existing and
future bicycle and walking trails and
support the pedestrian infrastructure

of the City according to City Engi-
neer Janice Carey. The goal of the
plan is to create an arrangement of
paths, trails, and walkways that
safely connect residential areas to
public transportation, schools, parks,
regional trail systems, and the down-
town areas. 

In addition, Carey noted that
Alta would identify potential funding
sources for the implementation of the
Master Plan over the next twenty
years. City Council Member Amy
Worth described the OBTW Master
Plan as an investment. “It’s seed
money. It will come back to us. Proj-
ects of this sort are supported by grants
much more if the projects are part of a
well-developed plan,” she stated. 

The OBTW Master Plan proj-
ect is the joint effort between the
Traffic Safety Commission, the
Parks and Recreation Commission,
and the City. Development of the
Master Plan will be funded through
park fees, traffic impact fees, and the
City General Fund. The City Coun-
cil approved the awarding of the
service contract with a vote of four
to one. Council Member Tom Mc-
Cormick dissented and commented
that although he agreed with the de-
velopment of the plan in concept, he
opposed the use of General Fund
monies for the project.

If you’re a teen in Orinda
looking for activities to par-

ticipate in, you’re not alone.
Orinda has never had the repu-
tation for being a particularly
teen friendly city.  Recently,
however, there have been at-
tempts made within the com-
munity to change that stigma. 

The Orinda Teen Advi-
sory Council (OTAC) is cur-
rently working with teens to
develop programs that will sat-
isfy the need for teen activities
in Orinda. Jenny Hudson, Co-
ordinator for OTAC, is at the
foreground of this effort, meet-
ing with teenagers to help
carry out their ideas. Accord-

ing to Hudson, the main goal
of OTAC is to “provide some-
thing for teens to do and some-
where to go in Orinda. That’s
what the teens are mostly con-
cerned about.” ” It is not, how-
ever, just about finding
activities for teens. Hudson
would add, “With OTAC it’s
not just something to do but
something healthy to do,
something that’s not alcohol or
drug related” adding that com-
munity service and community
involvement is the other main
goal of both the teen partici-
pants and the council.

... continued on page 11

Following many meetings,
much analysis, and some vig-

orous debate, the Orinda City
Council unanimously passed a res-
olution to place a measure on the
June 3rd special election ballot re-
garding the Orinda Library parcel
tax. The current library parcel tax
sunsets in midsummer of 2009 and
requires a voter approved ballot
measure to renew. Voters will be
asked to authorize the continuation
of the existing parcel tax with an
upward adjustment from $27 to
$39 per parcel per year for the pur-
pose of maintaining library hours
and services. “I am hopeful that the
people of Orinda will recognize
that this is something important to
maintain,” stated Council member
Tom McCormick, “I fully support
it.” Mayor Pro Tem, Sue Severson
concurred, “I whole heartedly sup-
port this effort. It truly benefits all
citizens in our community.”

In 2001, Orinda residents
originally approved the library par-
cel tax—known as Measure H—
with 75% of voters in support. “The
County provides funding to keep
the library open 27 hours per
week,” according to Pat Rudebusch
a member of the Board of the
Friends of the Orinda Library.
“Thanks to the parcel tax we are

able to keep the library open 60
hours per week, an additional 33
hours—more than double.” With
the parcel tax due to expire next
summer, the Friends of the Orinda
Library identified the need to se-
cure continued funding to maintain
library hours and services at the
current level. “[The Friends’] pri-
mary goal is to keep the library
open 60 hours per week,” ex-
plained Nancy Kaible, a member of
the Friends of the Orinda Library
and long-time library supporter.

The City of Orinda and the
Friends of the Orinda Library
joined forces to hire the firm of
Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Asso-
ciates to conduct a feasibility study
of the community’s interest in
keeping the library open 60 hours
per week and to test their support of
various funding scenarios. Tele-
phone poll results of 301 Orinda
residents revealed a very positive
attitude toward the library and its
services. Over 90% of those inter-
viewed had used the library facility
in the past year and 92% approved
of the performance of the library.

Council members Amy
Worth and Steve Glaser worked
with City staff and members of the
Friends of the Orinda Library to de-
termine an annual parcel tax

amount that would address the ef-
fect of inflation and cover the li-
brary operating costs (associated
with the additional hours) through
the next decade. This led to the rec-
ommendation of $39 per residential
parcel tax with no sunset. “I think
the $39 number is fair and reason-
able,” stated Nancy Kaible when
she addressed the Council. “The li-
brary will be there when you need it
and provide what you expect…I
think the citizens will support this.”

The relationship between the
Friends of the Orinda Library and
City has a long and complex his-
tory. The Orinda Library sits on
land owned by the City while the
Friends of the Orinda Library own
the Library building and maintain a
lease to purchase agreement with
the City. The City maintains re-
sponsibility for insurance, mainte-
nance, and utilities and has the
option to purchase the Library
building for $1 in 2051. Library op-
erating expenses are covered by the
County subsidy and the current par-
cel tax, and the Friends pay for ma-
terials and programs through books
sales. “It’s always been a very suc-
cessful partnership,” noted Council
Member Amy Worth.
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Bev Mo Burglary, 2/12/08  Three
adults entered Bev Mo and spent
some time in the store without
making a purchase.  A short time
later the suspect, one of the orig-
inal Bev Mo three, entered the
store, where an employee saw
her put two champagne bottles in
a large purse.  She and her pals
drove away in a red Ford Taurus.

House Burglary 2/10/08  A va-
cant Miner Road residence was
seemingly burgled.  Officers
found the front door unlocked
and large amounts of garbage
and miscellaneous items every-
where.  The home was extremely
dilapidated.  The elderly owner
of the home, who lives on Valley
View Drive said it was burglar-
ized but couldn’t provide a list of
missing items before the police
report was completed. 

D.U.I., 2/09/08  A young man
was riding a dirt bike and col-
lided into a pole on Bates
Boulevard.  The victim had a
strong odor of alcohol and
showed signs of intoxication.
To seal the deal, he flunked the
field sobriety test and had a
blood alcohol level of .11.

Shoplifting, 2/09/08  A suspect
was stopped after leaving Rite
Aid with items on his person.
He admitted the theft and
showed the officer where he
stowed the goods.  To make
matters worse, the 32-year-old
suspect was on parole.

Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Orinda
City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org/

• local businesses
• upcomming events

Tuesday, March 18

Tuesday, March 11

Public Safety Comm. 7pm
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Thursday, March 13

Parks & Recreation Comm. 7pm
Orinda Community Center Room 7
28 Orinda Way

Wednesday, March 12

Planning Process Review 3:30pm
Planning Conference Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Residential Subcommittee:
Friday, March 7 

Planning Comm. 7:00pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

1031 Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 
based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

Presidio Exchange Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

David Collins, Orinda

Residential and
Restoration

Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail

37 years of satisfied customers

925-254-6882

Orinda’s Sister City

Travellers:
If You Are Planning a Trip to

Prague
Allow a day (or two) to visit 

Picturesque, Historic 

Tabor
Orinda’s Sister City

For information call your travel agent 
Or call Bobbie at 254-8260

Orinda/Tabor Sister City Foundation
P. O. Box 265, Orinda CA 94563

Orinda Library Parcel Tax—A Question for the June 3rd  Ballot
By Andrea A Firth

Programs in Orinda 
Offer Teens Something To Do
By David Anderson

Orinda Teen Advisory Council Coordinator Jenny Hudson    Photo Tod Fierner

Bike-Trail-Walk Plan 
in the Works in Orinda
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda Library Photo Tod Fierner

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515

Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588

Find MLS Listings and Valuable Buyer and Seller Tips on our Website.

OPEN SUNDAY, MARCH 9th, 1-4
724 Spartan Ct., Walnut Creek
A Larkey Park beauty in a private court.

Built in 2004, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, 2600 square feet,
private, flat yard, 3-car garage, .23 acres.

7 E Altarinda, Orinda
Superb, flat, sunny .5 acres with a solar heated pool,

3 bedroom/3.5 bath, 2196 square feet traditional home,
plus an office, pool/bar room, hobby and garden rooms.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

TheHattersleys.com
Helping You Achieve Your Goals! 

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda
360-2729

Become Healthy Once and for All
• Personal Plans 
• Weight Loss 
• Healthy Aging

FREE 
10 minute 

consultation




