
It’s not unusual to ponder
the fact that if you knew

then what you now know, you
would have done things dif-
ferently 20 years ago. How-
ever, we typically don’t a get a
second chance to bring the
maturity and wisdom gained
over 20 years to recreate an
earlier experience. But that’s
exactly what Dan Cawthon,
Performing Arts Professor at
Saint Mary’s College, gets to
do when he revisits the role of
Father Damien de Veuster in
his upcoming performances of
the play Damien.

Cawthon first performed
Damien, playwrite Aldyth
Morris’ story of a Belgian
priest’s life working among

the lepers on the Hawaiian is-
land of Molokai, in 1982. He
thought he had put this one-
man show to rest after touring
the play throughout the Bay
Area, United States, and Eu-
rope in 1989 in celebration of
the 100th anniversary of Fa-
ther Damien’s death. “I ended
up at the Edinburgh Festival
for two weeks and had a ter-
rific run with it’” describes
Cawthon. “It was extremely
satisfying. That would be the
peak experience that I have
had as an actor.”

Yet, almost 20 years later
as he prepares for his retire-
ment from the faculty of Saint
Mary’s later this Spring,
Cawthon finds himself once

again in the black and white
garb of a priest telling the tale
of the selfless and devoted Fa-
ther Damien who fought the
Church, the Hawaiian govern-
ment, and his own personal
demons to ensure the proper
care and dignity of the neg-
lected souls of Molokai. “It’s
been a wonderful experience
for me to realize that that
script is still alive and well in
my mind,” states Cawthon.

The play is set 60 years
after Father Damien’s death,
as his recently excavated re-
mains are being transported
from Molokai back to his na-
tive country of Belgium.
Damien awakens and reflects
upon his life story. “He tells it
from the perspective of some-
one who has had time to rumi-
nate or to point out the layers
of the experience,” explains
Cawthon. “He describes what
was really happening in
him—his doubts about what
he was doing, the value of it,
and whether he was serving
himself, or the [lepers], or
God. He’s left with a lot of
doubts.”

Cawthon was 50 years
old when he last performed
the play—closer to the age
that Damien was when he died

than the age he is portrayed in
the play. “In twenty years I
have had experiences that
would lead me to look back
and see that in our youth,
when we set out to achieve
things in life, there are a lot of
conflicting motivations,”
notes Cawthon. “Now as I
look back upon my own life, I
can see threads of things that I
would not have been able to
see at age 45 or 50.”

Dan Cawthon will bring
his seasoned perspective to
two performances of Damien
at Saint Mary’s College on
Thursday and Friday, March
27th and 28th at 8 pm in the
Soda Activity Center. Reser-
vations can be made by call-
ing (925) 631-4381 or go to
www.stmarys-ca.edu.

Larry Hawkins, Regent of
Public Affairs for the CA

State Department of Agriculture
(CDFA), has sent a warning:
“Four male LBAM have been
spotted in Moraga. That level of
low infestation triggers a re-
sponse called ‘alternative treat-
ment’ that comprises the use of
pheromone impregnated twists-
ties attached to trees and shrubs.
Treatment will start on April 7th
in the four areas where the moths
were seen.”  The moth has also
been found in Orinda and near
Lafayette. No spraying is
planned currently for Lamor-
inda.

The LBAM is a small Aus-
tralian insect whose larvae the
CDFA asserts are dangerous for
our plants. The moth can damage
a wide range of crops, native
trees, and suburban landscaping.
The list of agricultural crops that

could be damaged by this pest
includes grapes, citrus, stone
fruit (peaches, plums, nectarines,
cherries, apricots) and many oth-
ers.

As a result, The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS) and the
CDFA have decided on a long-
term goal of eradicating the
LBAM. There are many native
moths that can be confused for
the LBAM.  A qualified ento-
mologist must identify adult
moths.  Larval stages cannot be
reliably identified using mor-
phological characters.  

In Moraga, twist-ties will
be hung on trees and shrubs at a
rate of 250 dispensers per acre.
The bait stations contain LBAM-
specific pheromones that will
disrupt the mating but will have
no effect on other species.  “The

most likely impact will be the re-
duction of LBAM within the
eradication area,” says Hawkins.  

The twists will be removed
after three months.  In the in-
fested residential areas, CDFA
will notify residents by first class
mail prior to placement of the
twist-ties and then an attempt to
contact them personally will be
made at the time of placement.
The twist-tie looks very much
like a conventional twist-tie used
to seal a plastic vegetable bag.  It
is dark red in color and is
mounted on a metal hanger by
winding so that it can be placed
up in a tree or other foliage.  The
hanger is also marked with flag-
ging tape so that it can be seen
when it is time for removal. “The
twist-tie contains a very small
amount of pheromone and poses
no significant chemical risk from
touching,” says Hawkins, “we

also try to place the hangers out
of reach.” 

“The solution proposed by
USDA in Moraga is a good one,”
says Susan JunFish, Director of
the local group, Parents for a
Safer Environment
(www.PfSE.org), “New Zealand
studies where the pest has been
present for over 100 years and
where the climate and natural
predators are very close to what
we have here in the Bay Area,
have shown that spraying is in-
effective and that Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) methods
worked best to control the infes-
tation without causing any sig-
nificant damage to crops. New
Zealand researchers have also
stated that aerial spraying of the
pheromone cannot compete with
the natural pheromone emitted
by the female LBAM.  So the
underlying assumption that aer-

ial application is an option in
light of health risks appears un-
wise.”  She adds that her group
is concerned by the decision of
aerial spraying that has been
planned for other parts of Contra
Costa.  Many Bay Area cities are
up in arms against the aerial
spraying:  the product can drift
from three to twenty miles, and
the pesticides are contained in
plastic-like capsules that are par-
ticle sized and known to cause
permanent lung damage. 

During a Board of Supervi-
sors meeting on March 11th,
Wendel Brunner, Public Health
Director of Contra Costa Health
Services, recommended that an
independent environmental
health assessment be made prior

to aerial spraying.  Supervisor
Gayle Uilkema believes that this
is the right thing to do.  “There
are a lot of unanswered ques-
tions,” said Uilkema, “we need
to conduct an impartial risk as-
sessment study which results
will be made public.”   

But the CDFA is calling the
shots and their mission is eradi-
cation.  According to Hawkins,
“We anticipate that some parts of
Contra Costa County outside of
the Moraga area may be heavily
infested and require treatment by
air.  That final determination has
not been made at this point.”  He
confirms, “We try to work with
counties to meet environmental
quality, and safety standards for
the land and the residents.”
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USDA to Treat for Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) in Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Adult moth and the larvae Photos courtesy USDA

Dan Cawthon Plays Father Damien—The Leper Priest of  Molokai
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