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- Life in LAMORINDA .

A Family Journey in Humanitarian Aid
By Sophie Braccini

—————

he Olmers have an unusual

tendency to want to make a
difference when they travel
abroad. The Orinda family has its
origins in Eastern Europe, and
maybe the difficult times those
countries have endured during the
20th century have inspired the par-
ents to show the world to their
children through a different lens
than that offered by resorts and
tourist traps.

“My parents try to pick
places that have an education and
exploration aspect to them,” says
Lana Olmer, the middle daughter
of the family. “My mom likes to
say, ‘We are not tourists, we are
travelers.””

After Africa and South
America, the family decided to
chose an Asian country and set
their hearts on Burma. Olmer
asked their travel agent, a Burmese
resident, if he knew of a place they
could visit, either a school or an or-
phanage, where they might offer
some help.

“My English Kindergarten
teacher is retired and has opened
an orphanage,” he said, “she could
certainly use some help.” Their
objective set, the Olmers started
fund-raising for the orphanage.
The children got involved as well.
“During my junior and senior
years of highschool, I got a lot
more involved with the process,”
says Lana. “The summer before
junior year we went to Affica
(South Africa, Namibia,
Botswana, and Zimbabwe) which
was the first time I had ever wit-
nessed truly devastating poverty.
It really opened my eyes and made
me want to get more involved. I
joined a service organization, In-

teract, at my high school after re-
turning. We (my family) used In-
teract as a sort of launching pad for
a lot of the fundraising we did for
the orphanages in Burma: car
washes, dinners, brunches, etc.”

Once in Burma, they saw
how extensive the needs were and
decided to spend a day with the
head teacher to use the $1000 they
had brought. With that amount
they managed to buy the supplies
for building a water tank, 20 blan-
kets, cooking oil, cooking pots,
and 3.5 tons of rice, enough to fill
the little stomachs for four months.
“It’s amazing what can be done
with a thousand dollars, this was
the most meaningful shopping trip
we had ever made,” says Olmer.
They were able to offer to a 2nd
orphanage as well.

“This was such an amazing
experience to give to others what
we take for granted” says Naya,
who was 14 years old at the time,
“after seeing such wide spread
poverty I think more philanthrop-
ically when I travel.”

For Lana, too, the event was
very meaningful. “When I first ar-
rived at the orphanage, I mostly
felt uncomfortable. It is so hard to
look square in the face of such dis-
abling and intense poverty. Most
people try to avoid the parts of life
that make them uncomfortable,
and there was no way I could ig-
nore the conditions the orphans
lived in, or how obscenely extrav-
agant my life suddenly seemed in
comparison. I was absolutely
shocked at the living conditions. It
was a rude awakening. The
kitchen was literally a pot on a fire.

The bathrooms were.... | have no
words really.”

“Knowing that I had an im-
pact on the lives of others is such
an amazing feeling, especially at
the age of 17,” says Lana, “It's
empowering and humbling at the
same time. A lot of people don't
realize just how capable they are
of making a positive change.”

Since this first trip, other
friends of the Olmers have gone to
both orphanages. The Bashin-Sul-
livans went last Christmas with
their two children. Before the trip,
they organized a fund raising din-
ner for twenty people; and had
talked to clients and collected
$2200 in donations. The money
funded food, clothing and medi-
cine for the orphanages.

“I was amazed how my chil-
dren engaged with the Burmese
kids, preparing food together, gig-
gling and laughing,” says the
mother, “they were very phased to
see how little these children had,
all their possessions could fit in a
small box.” When they came back
home, she remembers a comment
from her 10-year-old daughter as
she was making her bed with her
mother, “I bet the kids in Burma
would love to have a box spring
bed like that.” She had seen them
sleeping on wooden platform with
or without thin mattresses on top.
“My daughter had seen their con-
dition with her own eyes and real-
ized the differences; something
was registering there,” concludes
Bashin.

Olmer is aware of the possi-
ble perverse effects of charity:
populations otherwise resourceful
might become dependent. So, the
“Ducks Project” was formed.
Ducks feed on vermin that infest
rice fields and provide very nutri-
tious eggs. A flock could provide
the orphanages with sustainable
access to protein and a potential
source of income.

The Olmers have entered an
intensive phase of fund-raising to
purchase the birds. The Orinda
bookstore helped along the way.
Those interested in contributing
can come to the next fundraiser on
Saturday May 10th, 2-4 pm, in a
magnificent private garden in
Moraga. There will be a lecture on
orchid varieties and care, wine
tasting and desserts. For more in-
formation contact the Olmers at
254-5439 or email
Xenija@aol.com.

Download “Your” story from
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Town Hall Theater—A Secret No Longer

... continued from page 5
Still, Goodheart is excited
about launching THT’s first annual
fundraising gala—Playing Fa-
vorites—to be held on April 26th
at the Veterans Memorial Building
in Lafayette. “It’s going to be great
party with great entertainment,”
she states enthusiastically. “The
Gala is as much about raising
awareness for Town Hall as it is
about raising money,” she adds.
Town Hall Theater recently
completed renovations to the
dressing rooms, office and lobby
including a beautiful new bar. THT
decided to tackle the renovations
now because as Board member
Janice Peacock explains, “The
place did not reflect how we felt
about it. Everyone who works at
THT loves it. The place looked
worn out.” So, the ever resourceful

Peacock rolled up her bargain-
shopper sleeves and got to work
obtaining grants and donations and
finding recycled furniture and In-
ternet deals. Although the renova-
tions continue to be a
work-in-progress, the new carpet,
paint, and furniture in the theater
lobby give the area fresh, clean
look.

Next up on stage at THT will
be Baby, Be Mine a musical revue
that Artistic Director Kevin
Morales wrote in about eight
hours. “I usually write quickly
once I know what I’'m going to
write,” says Morales confidently
without a hint of self-importance.
Morales, a Danville native, boasts
a theater resume that defies his 31
young years. He made the move to
THT when the theater was without

a Director and without a play.
Overnight (literally) he wrote the
musical Let’s Go to the Movies,
which went on to be one of THT’s
most successful productions.
Morales may be poised for a
repeat performance with THT’s
final production of the season. The
play tells the story of a young ac-
tress who invites a producer back
to her home to pitch him the next
great idea for a musical review. In-
tertwined with romance, parallel
stories, and host of jazz standards
from the thirties, Baby, Be Mine
will include some of Morales’ and
THT audience-goers’ favorite ac-
tors such as Sean Griffin and
Meghann May. “We love it when
Kevin writes a piece for us, and
audiences do, too,” says Erokan.
“And this is a show not to miss.”

Lafayette Care Home
A Residential Care Home for the Elderly

Lafayette Care Home features six private rooms in a beautiful

setting. We pride ourselves in giving personal and individual care.

Currently, we have two rooms available. Please contact Linda at ﬁ .

(925) 451-6456 to arrange a visit.

Testimonial from Marian M.
“Our mother has been with the LafayettesGare-Home for over

3 years, and we are more thanipleased with the loving care
Mt XS exceptional care home.” &

provided. We highly#€€0

Lafayette Care Home 3640 Baker Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 (925) 451-6456
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Kurt Piper presents ...
Three New Lafayette Listings

7 * 4 bedrooms, 3 baths
2,100 square feet
Private .28 acre lot
Updated bathrooms
Newer windows
Separate master suite
Recessed lighting
Court location
Professionally landscaped yard
Two large decks
Walk to town, trail and schools

Offered at $895,000

3398 Ridge

3 bedrooms, 2 baths

Flat %4 acre lot

Updated kitchen

Hardwood floors

New interior doors

Recessed lighting

Decorative paint colors
Wainscoting and custom trim
Professionally landscaped yard
Extra large 2 car garage

Walk to Burton Valley elementary

Offered at $939,000

3 bedrooms, 2 baths
Private .38 acre lot
Light and bright interior
Newer windows
Recessed lighting
Remodeled pool
Park-like setting

Court location

Separate mud-room
Two car garage

Close to trail, schools and shopping

Offered at $865,000
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Call or email me to discuss ...
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Lermerinde’s Premier The value of Your Home

Real Estate Company * Pre-Market Home Improvements

. * My “Get Results” Marketing Plan
www.kurtpiper.com

kurt@kurtpiper.com
253-2527

* Village Associates Price Evaluation

Kurt Piper

Broker

KARASTAN MONTH!

10% - 90% off

Karastan, the most admired broadloom carpeting in the world is
on sale now. Save up to 50% during National Karastan Month,
while adding warmth, character and elegance to your home.

Karastan Carpeting on sale now!

ALL KARASTAN CARPET

)
AND AREA RUGS SKiradian

Measurement & Quotes
In House Experienced Installers!

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd. = Lafayette = 925.284.4440

Carpet « Area Rugs & Runners « Hardwood & Bamboo « Vinyl - Laminate « Cork « Plantation Shutters Too!






