
Way back in 1981,

Lafayette’s Planning

Commission approved a six par-

cel subdivision on Cosso Court,

off of Happy Valley Road.  At that

time there were conditions of ap-

proval, to paraphrase, 90% of the

net lot not be covered with build-

ings, at least 70% of the lot shall

have a permeable surface, and

homes and garages shall not have

a combined ground footprint of

greater than 3,000 square feet.

A lot has changed in Happy

Valley in 27 years; wealthy

homeowners may be interested in

something just a bit larger than

3,000 square feet.  At last week’s

Planning Commission meeting

Talon Design Group, representing

the owners of a Cosso Court lot,

asked for a change of conditions

for their proposed two-story

8,919 square foot gross floor area

home.  Other homes along the

court have asked for and received

“footprint exceptions” to allow

for more square footage.

Although the 1.129 acre site

seems large, it’s considered a

highly constrained lot, “due to

setbacks, tree driplines, a sanitary

sewer easement and the creek set-

back requirement,” according to

a Staff Report. 

Additionally, a very large

mature oak tree is right in the

middle of the center buildable

area of the lot.  Commissioners

had a lengthy discussion about

moving it, or cutting it down and

imposing substantial mitigation

measures, planting more trees on

the property and possibly con-

tributing to city in-lieu fees.  

The City Engineer is con-

cerned with drainage impacts, the

amount of hardscape – particu-

larly the driveway, even taking

into account the pervious nature

of interlocking pavers suggested

for the project.  He also recom-

mends reducing the building foot-

print size.

The bottom line after the

applicant’s lawyer spoke, staff re-

ports, commissioner discussion,

and public input, is that the matter

will be continued until July 3,

2008 in order for the applicants to

meet with the City Engineer to

discuss the requested issues.

In related news, an adhoc

committee is working on a house

size ordinance and will be meet-

ing this week to finish up this pro-

posal.  The original concept was

to limit the size of new construc-

tion to the average size of a num-

ber of homes adjacent to the

property.  According to a reliable

source, once the committee’s

work is done the proposal will

have to go through an extensive

public review and input process

before ultimately going to the

Council for consideration.

Afull house of concerned cit-

izens participated in a

budget workshop, letting

Lafayette’s City Council mem-

bers know where they believe

budget dollars should be spent.

There will be a public hearing on

the Proposed Budget at the June

9th Regular City Council Meet-

ing.

Quite a few seniors in atten-

dance persuasively made their

case for increased funding for ex-

panding senior programs includ-

ing adding a second Spirit Van.

Clearly the public input

made an impression on the Coun-

cil, although there was an under-

current of concern regarding

maintenance costs of a second

van going forward.  “We’re going

to have to move to provide more

services.  I see Spirit Van II as es-

sential,” said Carl Anduri.

City Manager Steve Falk

summarized the situation, “The

Council liked the recommenda-

tions made by the Senior Services

Commission but indicated that it

would prefer to wait until the

Senior Needs Assessment is com-

pleted before it fully implements

those recommendations.  I

thought it was a good meeting,

and I was impressed by the mem-

bers and organization of the Sen-

ior Services Commission.  They

have a mission – to advocate on

behalf of the City’s aging popula-

tion and they do it well.”

The City Manager’s budget

for the next fiscal year that begins

on July 1, 2008 and runs through

June 30, 2008 is only a recom-

mendation; the City Council has

ultimate authority in these mat-

ters, according to Falk.

Seniors will be happy to

note that a Staff Report prepared

by Tracy Robinson, Administra-

tive Services Director on June 2,

2008 states that the Council “in-

structed staff to change the Sen-

ior Services budget to reflect 49

hours of temporary personnel.

The issue of adding regular, ben-

efited staff to this program was

deferred until after the Senior

Needs Assessment is completed.

This change resulted in an in-

crease of $7,045.”
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Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Lafayette
City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

check online:

Town of Lafayette:

http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.lafayettechamber.org

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, June 19

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Friday, July 11

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, June 16

Senior Services 3:30pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, June 19 new date

moved from 6-26

Tuesday, June 24

Monday, June 23

Auto burglary, 6/01/08  Someone

broke into a car while it was parked in

the driveway of a Fiora Place residence

during the night.  An audible alarm

sounded and was heard by a neighbor.

The only thing taken was an iPod. 

Bad driving, 5/30/08  A suspect was

driving aggressively and passed two

separate vehicles on Highway 24 near

Fish Ranch Road.  In doing so, he

forced both of the unsuspecting driv-

ers onto the hard shoulder of the free-

way.  Unamused, the drivers that were

passed followed the reckless driver to

Acalanes and Mt. Diablo Blvd. where

they  placed him under citizen’s arrest.

An officer arrived on the scene

shortly afterward.

Weapon at school, 5/30/08  A 13-year-

old white male was cited for having a

knife at Stanley Intermediate School.

He will be participating in the Juve-

nile Diversion Program.

Rock vs. Window, 5/29/08  The win-

dow lost.  An unidentified suspect

threw a rock through the sleeping vic-

tim’s Leland Drive window at just

after 4:00 in the morning.  The middle

aged woman didn’t see anyone in the

area or know who would do such a

thing.  The homeowner recently had

the window replace for an unrelated

reason.  Estimated damage, $500.
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• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/15/08.
Usually installed while you wait. 

W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com

DanaGreenTeam.com

PRIME LAFAYETTE LOCATION!

3299 Beechwood Drive
Trail Neighborhood Charmer on .34 lot with putting

green! Updated 1278 sf 2BD/1BA w/ Family Room, Living
Room & Dining Room! Located across the street from the
bike trail and walking distance to award-winning schools.

Offered at $845,000

City seeks volunteer for vacancy on the

Design Review Commission
The Lafayette City Council is soliciting 

applicants to fill one vacancy on the 
Design Review Commission.

The five-member body is responsible for matters relating
to aesthetics and the physical appearance of the city. The
commission advises the staff, planning commission, and
city council and acts on applications for design review
including residential and commercial development
projects. 
Members of the design review commission are selected
on the basis of education, training and experience in
the fields of architecture, landscape architecture,
design, city planning or a related field.  

Individuals interested in this volunteer position may
obtain an application from

The City’s website at www.ci.lafayette.ca.us or
City of Lafayette Offices
3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 210 or
Call the City’s Clerks Office at (925) 284-1968
and an application will be mailed

Completed applications 
must be received by 5:00 pm 

on Friday, June 27, 2008.

1031 Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031

TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 

based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

Presidio Exchange Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300

WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

Big Turnout for Budget Workshop
By Cathy Tyson

Deadline Extended 
for Art and Wine Festival Submissions
By Cathy Tyson

Those artists wanting a bit

more exposure of their

work should think about entering

the Chamber of Commerce art-

work contest for the Art and Wine

Festival.  Acceptance of artwork

to be used on promotional mate-

rials – posters around town and

possibly a You Tube video has

been extended until June 30,

2008.  In past years over 50,000

people attended the two-day Fes-

tival in September.    

Parameters for submissions

are fairly generous; basically any-

thing goes from drawing to pho-

tography to sculpture.  Art should

in some way reflect the look,

taste, sound and feel of the Festi-

val.  There are no restrictions on

size; pieces from youthful ama-

teurs to senior professionals will

be gratefully accepted for consid-

eration.

Artwork may be dropped

off until 5:00 p.m. June 30 at the

Chamber offices.  For more in-

formation call the Chamber at

(925) 284-7404.

How Big is Too Big?
By Cathy Tyson

Voted Best Of  The Best 
In The East Bay
Free hair cut with 
a color service*
*with Maryha or Stefani

Tuesday - Saturday
Evening Appointments Available

“Masters, The True
Artists Of  Color, Cut

& Style”
Seen In Harper’s

Bazaar Magazine

925-939-7425
2400 Olympic Blvd., Suite 4 • Walnut Creek

961-A MORAGA RD. LAFAYETTE • 925-299-0882 • sugi-store.com

Futons & Frames • Tatami Platforms and Mats 
Custom Comforter Covers • Unique Japanese Gifts

Hours : Mon-Sat 10-6pm, Sun: 12pm-5pm

FINE BEDDING & GIFTS
Japanese style & comfort

Fountains- 15% OFF


