
Possession of Marijuana, 6/13/08  An

officer had a report of suspicious activ-

ity on Ascot Drive and checked it out.

In the creek area, hidden from sight, he

contacted four juveniles.  When they

saw the officer it appeared that they tried

to ditch their contraband.  Perhaps it was

the distinct odor of pot in the air that in-

spired one of the kids to ‘fess up that he

had some pot in his backpack.  A female

in the group had cigarettes in her purse.

All the parents were called; two cita-

tions were written, one for marijuana

and one for tobacco.

Underage Possession of Alcohol,

6/14/08  Who knew a car parked in the

Moraga Commons parking lot at 2:45

in the morning would be up to no

good?  Officers on routine patrol no-

ticed three male juveniles in the car.

The smell of alcohol and a large bottle

of Crown Royal Whiskey got the offi-

cers’ attention.  The teen in possession

of the booze received a citation.  All the

parents were called and the kids were

taken home.

D.U.I., 6/15/08  A car was pulled over

on Camino Ricardo going in excess of

60 m.p.h. in a 35 m.p.h. zone at 2:21 in

the morning.  What a surprise, the driver

failed in-field sobriety tests.  He had a

blood alcohol level of .21.  He was cited

and released to a family member.

Grand Theft, 6/17/08  A staff member at

Saint Mary’s College called Moraga Po-

lice Department to report a theft.  On

May 23, 2008 a $2,700 Apple laptop

was delivered to campus via Fed Ex.

The package was signed for, but can no

longer be located.  The incident is under

investigation. 
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2100 Donald Drive
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Friday, July 11

Moraga Center 
Specific Plan Takes Shape: 
Community Input Needed
By Sophie Braccini

The first visualization of the

Moraga Specific Plan for the

Moraga Center area was presented

to the public on Monday, June 16th

during a Planning Commission

meeting.  The Dahlin Group and

Fehr and Peers presented alterna-

tive plans to develop the area.   A

draft Environmental Impact Report

(EIR) for each option assessed im-

pacts on traffic, air quality, and

drainage among other aspects.  The

public has forty five days to com-

ment on the plan, from June 17th-

August 1st.  Planning Director Lori

Salamack encourages all residents

to send their comments to her of-

fice.   The consultants will subse-

quently present their responses to

residents and the Town Council.

“Moraga’s General Plan calls

for a Specific Plan in both the Mor-

aga Center and the Rheem areas,”

says Salamack, “the Moraga Cen-

ter area is the largest undeveloped

location where we can plan for the

affordable housing that the Town

has the obligation to design in order

to comply with ABAG.”  The

Dahlin Group was awarded a con-

tract to present different scenarios

for development of the area, while

Fehr and Peers assessed the traffic

impact of the proposal.

The purpose of the plan is to

revitalize the shopping center, cre-

ate a real town center, add mixed

student/senior/ multi-family hous-

ing and provide opportunities for

potential new businesses such as a

hotel, a community center/gym and

office spaces.

The area that is proposed for

the highest density is “the village”

west of Laguna Creek and up to

Camino Ricardo.  The density

would start at 24 units per acre

closer to the creek to go down to 12

dwellings per acre approaching

Camino Ricardo.  The Ranch area

would be renovated and harbor

eclectic retail and walking space,

School Street would be extended

past Safeway to connect with St

Mary’s Road and would be devel-

oped in a ‘Main Street’ style with

mixed commercial and residential

use.              ... continued on page 6

Planning Director Lori Salamack is holding a Specific Plan document,
available at the Moraga Library or the Town Offices             Photo Andy Scheck

When Dogs and Soccer Collide
By Sophie Braccini

Bringing your dog to run freely

at Rancho Laguna Park has

been a Moraga tradition for years.

And for years, dogs have been al-

lowed to play off-leash before 9

a.m. in the morning and after 7 p.m.

in the evening.  So to the “dog com-

munity,” the news that a half an

hour would be removed from their

window of dog frolicking in the

morning sounded like an intolera-

ble infringement upon their rights,

if not the first step in the direction

of total eviction from the park. Park,

kids, balls and dogs…a bad combi-

nation?

The reason for the ½ hour

loss is a Euro Soccer kids’ camp

that uses the Park’s field starting at

8:30 a.m. during the summer.  “We

wanted the camp to start at that time

so if people have to leave town be-

fore the 9:00 a.m. Moraga road clo-

sure they can still do so,” says Jay

Ingram, Parks and Recreation Di-

rector.  A dog owner himself, he in-

sists there is no malignant intent, he

just has an eye on the bottom line.

“This park is the only flat field

available to us, outside of the school

district’s property,” he explains,

“our department needs to generate

revenue and summer camps are a

great opportunity for us.”

On the first morning of the

overlap, it was clear that the dog

owners were not going to leave the

field before 9:00 a.m.

... continued on page 6

DISPOSITION OF EVIDENCE
Moraga Police Department no
longer needs property related to
the following cases for eviden-
tiary purposes: Case 01-1333
and Case 07-754.   If you are in-
volved in either of these cases
and have ownership of items in-
volved and want to claim your
property please contact the
Moraga Police Departments
Property Officer Heather
Pomeroy at (925)888-7054.  All
Evidence for Case 01-1333 will
be destroyed after July 10, 2008.
All evidence, phones, radios, and
cameras for case 07-754 will be
destroyed after August 15, 2008.

Town Council 
Honors Gentleman Sweeny
By Sophie Braccini

There was quite a turn out at

the Town Council on June

11th to hear a proclamation to

honor the memory of Jim Sweeny.

The Moraga resident who passed

away on May 25th, at age 81, was a

former Council Member and

Mayor of the Town.  

Fellow former Council Mem-

bers lined up to talk about the man

they all respected  as a mentor.

Sweeny’s funeral was a private

event, so the homage the Town paid

him was an opportunity for some of

those who loved and held him in

high esteem to convey their admi-

ration and express how much they

would miss him.

Sweeny was born and raised

in Richmond, Virginia to a working

class family with five children.

Only he and a brother went to col-

lege.  A very bright young man, he

graduated from law school but rap-

idly moved into management con-

sulting.  He started his career on the

East Coast and was promoted Di-

rector of the San Francisco office of

Towers Perrin Forster and Crosby

Management Consultants in 1972.  

The family moved to Mor-

aga.  After a very successful career,

he retired early in the mid eighties

because, according to daughter

Carol Sweeny-Greco, “He knew he

wanted to give back to the commu-

nity and had the means to do so.”  A

very patriotic man, he was a so-

cially-progressive Republican.  He

was open-minded on many issues,

and had no racial or sexual intoler-

ance.  “My mother and he were

anything but prejudiced and provin-

cial,” said Greco, “they raised my

sister, Sue Hilk, and me with fabu-

lous values and we were encour-

aged to make our own choices.”  

This openness was  charac-

teristic of his positions when it

came to Town government.  He was

elected to the Town Council in

1988 and served two terms. “He

loved the open space and the

wanted to protected the ridgelines,”

says Sweeny-Greco,  “but he un-

derstood the business issues, and

was seeking reasonable managed

growth to maintain the charm and

personality of the town.”  In line

with these positions he was in-

volved in implementing the Moraga

Open Space Ordinance (MOSO

1986). 

... continued on page 6

ORINDA •  MORAGA •  LAFAYETTE

(925)254-3030      www.orinda.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

ELENA HOOD

The Market has Changed... 
Its more important than ever to work with an experienced 

 top producer!  Call us if you’re thinking of a move! 

56 Sullivan Drive,

Moraga

Great views!  Beautiful 5 Br, 3 Ba 

over 2700 sqft home with many 

updates, and great backyard for 

entertaining.  Close to school.

Offered at $1,395,000    

w w w.56SullivanDr.com

Open Sunday 1-4

3626A Brook St. , 

L afayette

Brand new construction!  This great 

home has all the latest and greatest 

finishes with 4 Br, 3.5 Ba in over 

3500 sqft.  Convenient location with 

easy walk to BART and downtown.  

Offered at $1,575,000    

w w w.3626BrookSt.com

Open Sunday 1-4

The Elena Hood Group Proudly Presents:

1 Camino Del Cielo, 

Orinda

Incredible views!  This custom home 

was built in 2005 and has over 5000 

sqft with 4 Br, 3.5 Ba & Office on a 

.71 acre lot. Brazilian cherry f loors, 

gourmet kitchen and more.

Offered at $1,775,000    

w w w.1Ca minoDelCielo.com

Open Sunday 1-4

CaCaCa r hh wi !CaCaCaCCCaCaaaaaallllllllllll  fffffffffoooorororor  aaa  SSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhohohohowwooowwwwiiwiwiwiiiinnnngngnggg!!gg!!!

New Construction!

Only 3 Years Old & Over 5000 sqft!

Extraordinary Views!

(925) 376-3600  • 1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

Please support your locally owned & operated businesses

a unique lifestyle store   

25% OFF
KNF mosaic garden furniture (in stock) 
Shop early for best selection.The Right Lender to KnowTM

Gordon Steele

Moraga

Mortage Bank since 1985
Want to know more?  Call me.

925-627-7109

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
003810




