
The Contra Costa Chinese

School, which was founded by a

small group of Chinese parents who

wanted to provide Chinese language

instruction to their American-born

children, hosted a barbecue picnic

last July at the Moraga Commons.

“It’s great when both children

and parents naturally get to socialize

with children and parents who share

the same cultural background in

these language schools,” Tan says.

When Ute Kelley came to

Moraga in 1981 with her two

daughters, she started bowling in the

Newcomers Bowling League and

met some German friends there.

Eight years ago, she joined a group

called the Accent Club, where

women from different countries

who speak different languages meet

at each other’s homes for pastries

and coffee.

“The club has Germans,

French, and others from other coun-

tries,” Kelley says.  “They don’t all

speak my native language, so if

someone who was French was there

we’d speak English.  If everyone

there was German, we would all

speak German because it was so

easy.”

Kelley sees herself as having

two home countries – America and

Germany.  She strives to keep up her

childhood traditions and pass them

along to her children and grandchil-

dren.

Tan says knowing one's cul-

tural heritage engenders a feeling of

‘being rooted’, and is fundamental

to earning a sense of self-respect.

“Knowing other cultures makes one

have respect for others,” she added.

A few years ago, Amoroma

restaurant owner Michele Lavecchia

coordinated Italian Nights at the

Rheem Theater with Saint Mary’s

Italian Professor Maria Grazia De

Angelis as a way to foster Italian

culture in Moraga.  The evenings

began with antipasti and wine prior

to the showing of internationally ac-

claimed Italian films.   

Moraga resident Linda Foley

liked the idea of these movies at

Rheem.  Originally from Bavaria,

she likes to get together with a cou-

ple of European friends to watch

German movies.  “We try to over-

look the subtitles – or we read the

subtitles, disagreeing at times with

the translation,” Foley says.  “We

play German Scrabble, listen to Ger-

man music, and do German puz-

zles.”

Today, you can find more for-

eign films at local video stores, yoga

studios are commonplace, residents

can enjoy the French game of

petanque at new courts near the

Lafayette Community Center, and

the Moraga Bocce Ball Club’s

membership has reached capacity at

the Moraga Commons.  

Cultural diversity and accept-

ance has even reached the school

yard.  Next fall, karate will be of-

fered as an afterschool program for

Lamorinda middle school students,

and heritage days are a regular cele-

bration at local elementary schools. 

As a cub scout den leader, Tan

invited her cub scouts' parents, who

were from all different cultural

backgrounds (Korean, Dutch, Mal-

tese, Chinese, and Russian) to share

cultural artifacts, food, and clothing,

and share with the den each family's

unique heritage stories.  

“I reminded [the scouts] that

everyone in America comes from

somewhere else,” she says. “Even

the longest residents – the American

Indians – came from Mongolia

when they crossed the frozen sea

linking Siberia and Alaska.”  

A melting pot of cultures, cus-

toms, lifestyles, and heritages, Tan

thinks it’s wonderful that we don't

have to travel to all corners of the

world to learn about different cul-

tures.  

“Only in America,” she says.
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Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

INTERLOCKING PAVING STONES  -  SUMMER SPECIAL  -  20% OFF
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INTERLOCKING PAVING STONES  -  SUMMER SPECIAL  -  20% OFF

Beautiful
Long-Lasting Patios

Driveways & Walkways

INTERLOCKING PAVING  STONES

Summer Special

20% OFF

Please mention this ad. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 7/31/08Lic. #864330

CONSTRUCTION INC.

- ORINDA -
Call For A Free Estimate
(925) 518-8258
www.rgpconstruction.com

Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977
The Olsen Team

Sue, Lara and Ben
Phone: 925-253-2530

www.TheOlsenTeam.com

296 Moraga Way, Orinda - $875,000
Pending in 7 days with 4 offers

285 Lakefield, Moraga - Listed $1,199,000
Sold in 2 days for $1,250,000

52 Ivy Dr, Orinda - Listed at $799,000
Sold in 7 days for $826,000

573 Augusta Dr, Moraga - $1,600,000
Sold before market.

The Olsen Team - Producing Great Results in 2008

291 Deerfield Drive, Moraga
Wonderful 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home in favorite ‘Camino Woods’ neighborhood.
Updated throughout and on a beautiful 1/3 acre creekside lot with lawn and pool.

Call Sue for Details - 925.200.6000 or www.291Deerfield.com

New Listing - Coming Soon

Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977Selling Lamorinda Real Estate since 1977

When you or your loved ones need

assistance with the activities of 

daily living, contact ComForcare for

compassionate, reliable home care. 

• Home Companions

• 24-Hour Live-In Assistants

• Home Health Aides 

• Transportation Providers 

• Certified Nurse Aides 

• Personal Care Aides 

Supporting
independence, 

dignity and 
quality of life 

925.283.6025
w w w. C o m Fo r c a r e . c o m

Comforcare Senior Services ®
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Supporting
independence, 

dignity and 
quality of life 

Multiculturalism Thrives in Lamorinda
... continued from page 1

Bocce Ball 
Tournament on July 4th

The Moraga Bocce Ball Club
will have a 4th of July bocce
ball tournament at the
Moraga Commons
consisting of 12 teams
starting at 10 a.m. on a first-
come basis.  Sign-up sheets
are available on the courts
which are open between 6
and 8 p.m. Finalists will play
each other at 1 p.m. until a
winner is announced.  Each
team needs four players, and
all teams must be registered
by June 30.

Contra Costa Chinese School hosted a barbecue picnic at the Moraga Commons Photo Andy Scheck

Chevalier Restaurant to Take Over Lafayette
By Sophie Braccini

Chevalier means knight in

French.  A young French chef,

Philippe Chevalier, who will soon

open a French Restaurant at 960

Moraga Road in Lafayette, certainly

has the drive and the adventurous

spirit his name carries.  “This coun-

try is good to those who are daring,”

says Chevalier with a typical French

accent, “I have proven myself in the

East Bay and San Francisco as an

Executive chef, it is now time that I

start my own business.”

The chef, now in his early

40’s, came to the United States

seven years ago to fulfill a childhood

dream.  He arrived in Danville in

2002 to take charge of Salamander

and in 2003 was recognized as “Best

Chef” in Diablo Magazine’s Best of

the Bay Area restaurants.  His career

continued in San Francisco and in

2004, the SF Examiner nominated

“Chez Papa,” where he was Execu-

tive Chef, San Francisco’s Best

French/European Restaurant.   

His new restaurant will follow

in the footsteps of the recipes that

got him top awards in Danville and

San Francisco. The restaurant’s of-

fering will be high-end, no compro-

mise on the quality of the products,

with friendly service and live music.

Chevalier already knows where to

find local fresh meats and vegetable

to create the Provence/Paris seasonal

menu he is preparing.  “Of course

everything will be made from

scratch,” he promises, “you will see

bouillabaisse on the menu (fish stew

from Marseilles), aioli (a garlic and

olive oil based sauce from Provence

that accompanies vegetables and

fish, among other possibilities),

about 70% of the menu will be from

the South of France, a light cuisine

using grape seed and olive oils, the

rest will be more Northern and Cen-

tral French dishes.”  Chevalier does-

n’t want to say too much yet; he has

a personal touch and likes to surprise

his customers with creative salty and

sweet inventions.

Chevalier wanted to go back

to the East Bay to start his own busi-

ness.  He chose Lafayette for the

small town feel that he longs for

from his native Luçon in the Vendée

region in France. “I’ve always liked

this area since I worked in

Danville,” says Chevalier, “people

here are worldly, sophisticated and

appreciate high quality products and

services.”  To the question regarding

the already large number of restau-

rants in Lafayette, Chevalier smiles

gently, “Lafayette already offers an

interesting range of foods, it was just

missing a touch of Provence, a shade

of lavender and romantic French

evenings to obtain a perfect picture.”

Chevalier is counting on the charm-

ing garden of his restaurant to create

the atmosphere he loves.  He be-

lieves that the full bar license is a

great asset, he will serve a full range

of appetizers for those interested in a

drink and lively conversation late in

the night.

“We are opening the first

week of July, in the evening only,”

says the Chef, “starting with an

early-bird special from 5 to 6 p.m.

with a $32 prix fixe menu.”  Cheva-

lier is recruiting local musicians to

launch his dinner with live jazz on

the terrace, most probably on

Wednesday evenings.  “There are

excellent musicians around here,

like ‘Duo Gadjo,’ a French-Ameri-

can couple living in Moraga, who

play some great jazz and modern

French music,” he says.  

The young entrepreneur defi-

nitely wants to become part of the

Lamorinda scene.  He and  his wife

Gretchen have settled in Orinda and

are expecting their first child in early

August.

Roofing, Kitchen & Bathroom Remodel, 
Doors & Windows, Painting

Robert  Cart i er
Owner

925-818-9226

A  Neighbor You Can Trust…

“This was the smoothest 
Real Estate transaction we
have ever had Stephen. We are
happy with the results.”
John and Catherine
Lafayette, CA

CA Dept. of Real Estate Broker # 01370755

1575 Treat Blvd., Ste 100 • Walnut Creek

Steve Snyder 
Senior Loan Officer

Lafayette Resident since 1990




