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In addition to Lamorinda’s many
houses of worship, there are a variety
of beautiful locations available for
those who do not belong to a church
or who are seeking a different setting
for their wedding:

Founders Grove
Exchange vows under a canopy of old
oaks, followed by a celebratory dinner
on the patio, surrounded by lovely
gardens.  
584 Glenside Drive, Lafayette, 
(925) 283-3936, 
office@foundersgroveevents.com

Hacienda de las Flores 
and the Pavilion
This romantic Spanish-style estate
features a patio with central fountain,
large lawn and beautifully land-
scaped gardens. The classical style
Pavilion building with Roman
columns adjoins the estate and fea-
tures a fully enclosed, circular patio,
lawn and garden.
Accommodates up to 200 for outdoor
seated dining at the Hacienda and 50
at the Pavilion. 
2100 Donald Drive, Moraga, 
(925) 888-7045, www.moraga.ca.us
knelson@moraga.ca.us 

Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa
With more than 5,000 square feet of
indoor event space and six exquisitely
appointed function rooms, the

Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa can host
weddings of 10 to 200 guests that will
be long remembered for their elegant
style, impeccable service and delight-
ful surroundings. 3287 Mount Diablo
Blvd, Lafayette, (925) 299-4388, 
weddings@lafayetteparkhotel.com

Moraga Country Club
Enjoy breathtaking vistas of the valley
and surrounding orchards.  Facilities
are open to non members for special
event rentals. 
1600 St. Andrews Drive, Moraga, 
(925) 631-1903, Kori@moragacc.com,
www.moragacc.com

Postino’s
Postino’s brick walls, slate tiled floors,
fireplaces and intimate dining rooms
evoke images and feelings of Italy and
the Mediterranean. Individual rooms
or the entire restaurant and terrazzo
are available for small or large parties
up to 250 guests. 
3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette ,
(925)-299-2434, 
paul@postino-usa.com,
www.postinorestaurant.com

St. Mary’s College
Soda Center
1928 St. Mary’s Road, Moraga
(925) 631-4030 Soda Events
(925) 631-8013 Catering Director
www.stmarys-ca.edu  

Veteran’s Memorial Building
The 9,500 square foot building takes
the form of a lodge with a dramatic
granite and glass exterior and cathe-
dral-like interior featuring grand, airy
spaces with high beamed ceilings,
ample maple wood trim, clear-story
glass, and stained concrete decks. 
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, 
(925) 283-1153, 
www.lafayetteveterans.org. 
info@lafayetteveterans.org

Wildwood Acres Resort
A rustic jewel nestled in a hidden
canyon in Lafayette catering to all
styles of weddings and private parties,
specializing in outdoor wedding cer-
emonies and receptions from spring
through fall and indoor celebrations
throughout the holiday season. 

1055 Hunsaker Canyon, Lafayette,
(925) 283-2600, 
www.wildwoodacres.com

Not far from Lamorinda:

Claremont Resort & Spa
With its grand design, commanding
views and romantic rose gardens, The
Claremont Resort & Spa is an unparal-
leled wedding locale. Claremont wed-
ding specialists guide couples through
every crucial decision, and on-site
amenities are innumerable. The Clare-
mont offers hair and make-up at Spa
Claremont, extravagant receptions
rich in detail and sunset finales over-
looking the San Francisco Bay.
Claremont Resort & Spa, 41 Tunnel
Road, Berkeley (510) 549-8591, 
catering@claremontresort.com

800-551-7266  |  

Hacienda de las Flores

Where elegance and history meet to
add a special touch to your event.

Weddings  •  Meetings  •  Conferences

2100 Donald Drive, Moraga
Tel.: 925-888-7045 www.moraga.ca.us

Tranquil and secluded, the Hacienda is 
one of the prettiest garden environments 

for events in the East Bay.

Photo by www.gr8expressions.com  
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• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

“The Forge”  
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Local Couples Find Unique Ways 
to Make Encore Weddings Special
By Jennifer Wake

With nearly 60 percent of

men and more than 40 per-

cent of women remarrying, second

marriages – or encore weddings –

have become more common, of-

fering couples a unique opportu-

nity to celebrate their commitment

to each other and to their new

blended families.

In 1980, Lafayette natives

Natalie and Chris Lane barely

knew each other at Stanley Middle

School, and after graduating from

Acalanes High School, they didn’t

meet again until 20 years later at a

high school reunion committee

meeting.  

“Several months after the re-

union, Chris asked me to have din-

ner with him,” Natalie said.  “We ate

at a local restaurant, talked without

those uncomfortable pauses and had

a wonderful evening.” 

Just over two months later,

Chris asked Natalie to marry him.

(She said yes.)  They were married

one year ago on New Year’s Eve at

the Veteran’s Memorial Building in

Lafayette.  

With two sons and one

daughter from prior marriages, they

thought about trying to incorporate

their children into the event, and did

so in very minor ways, but Natalie

says they wanted to keep it simple.  

“As hard as it is, we tried not

to fall into the mindset that we need

to have all the things that go into the

traditional wedding ceremony,” Na-

talie says.  “We began to realize that

the ‘wedding of our dreams’ didn't

have anything to do with the color

of the napkins.  It was all about us

being able to profess our love and

commitment for each other.”

According to “I Do Take

Two.com” – a second wedding on-

line resource – more couples ven-

turing down the aisle for an encore

wedding are creating their own tra-

ditions, substituting the throwing of

the bouquet or garter belt for a spe-

cial toast, or exchanging personal-

ized vows.  “You can create your

own tradition, with all of your chil-

dren walking beside you and your

groom and standing with you at the

altar,” the Web site notes.  “You’re

bound only by your imagination.”

When Karen Lennox and

Svend Ryge got married at the

Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian

Church last August, they created a

theme for the celebration:  “Fami-

lies Intertwining.”  

Their children from previous

marriages (two each), as well as

siblings and best friends, lit the

church candles, ushered guests,

sang, read scripture, and stood up

to declare their support for the new

family unit.  

“During the ceremony we

showed a five minute slide show set

to music that presented our individ-

ual families growing up and our

new family intertwined,” Karen

says.  “We received many com-

ments that it was a touching and

wonderful ceremony.”

Much like the Lanes, Karen

and Svend wanted to invite as many

people as could they could.  Two-

hundred attended Karen and

Svend’s wedding, and the challenge

then became finding parking for

100 cars on their street for their

backyard garden reception.

“It worked out well.  We also

needed to have most of the food

passed on trays due to a limited seat-

ing area,” Karen says.  

According to I Do Take Two,

most encore wedding challenges in-

clude deciding on the guest list,

sticking to a budget, and finding

ways to include children from a pre-

vious marriage in the celebration.  

Fortunately, Chris and Na-

talie say they could see that their

three children were blended long

before the official ceremony oc-

curred.  “We made conscious effort

on a regular basis to treat them all

equally and respect their feelings

about the change.” 

So what’s their advice for

encore wedding couples?

“Laugh . . . a lot!” 

As with Karen and Svend,

the Lanes say the ceremony was

simply a meeting place where they

could show everyone at once how

happy they were and how confi-

dent and relaxed they were about

joining not only their lives, but

their children's lives and their im-

mediate families as well.  

“What made our marriage so

special,” says Natalie, “was the fact

that we both knew without any

doubt that we had finally found a

person with whom we could each

respect and accept for the person

they are.”

Loving Locally - 
Lamorinda’s Wedding Venues

Newlyweds Chris and Natalie Lane share a quiet moment together
Photo Lisa Duncan

Families intertwined: Svend Ryge, Karen Lennox, and their respective 
children are all smiles at the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church ceremony

Photo Lynds Photography Thank you to 
Lynds Photography, Lafayette - www.lyndsphoto.com and 
Lisa Duncan, Moraga - www.lisaduncanphotography.com 
for their contributions and pictures

Newlyweds Svend Ryge and Karen Lennox enjoy a moment together at
their garden reception Photo Lynds Photography

Call Roos Pal for details
925-376-3832 

www.terzettocuisine.com

Weddings
We can cater your 

reception or host an 
intimate party for up to
40 guests in our private

dining room.
Terzetto Cuisine Catering

uses the freshest and
finest ingredients to 

produce delicious meals
at a reasonable price.

Love, Lamorinda Style




