
The Lady Matadors enter the

second half league play with a

5-1 record, its only league loss to

Dublin, 46-38. With an overall

record of 14-6, the Lady Mats have

improved the consistency of their

play throughout the season under

first year coach James Kizziee,

blending returning veterans with

first year players.

Key contributors include sen-

iors Chelsea Christensen and Katie

Reid, juniors Stephanie Golden,

Lauren Kimble and Kristine Miller,

and sophomores Alyssa Johanson

and Liza Katz.  The team is also cur-

rently ranked #17 by MaxPreps in

North Coast Section (NCS) across

all divisions.

The DFAL record looks im-

pressive, but Kizziee says he's not tak-

ing early success for granted. League

contenders are strong this year. Some

league games have been close --

Campo, 60-56; Acalanes, 49-43;

Dougherty Valley, 53 -47. But he be-

lieves the girls are playing better.

Kizziee says that the team’s turnover

rates started out high, averaging

around 25 per game. That’s now im-

proved, he explains, because the team

is working together better on the court.

The Lady Mats enter a four

game league stretch over the next

ten days; a road game at arch rival

Campolindo on Monday 2/2 (score

not available at press time), followed

by home games against Acalanes on

Wednesday 2/4 and Dublin on Fri-

day 2/6, and then another road

game against league newcomer

Dougherty Valley on Monday 2/10.

Coach Kizziee says he isn't

into making predictions about the

second half of the season; he takes it

one game at a time but he knows the

potential of his players and what

they can accomplish when every-

one's on the same page:   

"The whole thing is if we just

keep playing like we're playing --

like a team."
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On January 24, in the game

Saint Mary’s entered in

this season’s NCAA Pack the

House attendance contest, fans

got a peak at women’s colle-

giate basketball at its best as the

Lady Gaels upset defending

WCC champions, San Diego, in

double overtime. The final

score was 76-74. 

Saint Mary’s built its

game around underclassmen

success and upperclassman per-

severance. Local favorite, start-

ing freshman guard Katie

Batlin, set new career-highs in

both scoring and rebounds,

posting 27 points, 11 rebounds,

four assists and three steals.

“I love to build off the

fans,” said Batlin, talking about

the unusually large crowd of

713 fans, a season high. 

Sophomore Louella Tom-

linson added to Batlin’s per-

formance with 18 points, nine

rebounds and six blocks. To-

gether, Saint Mary’s under-

classmen scored 65 of the

team’s 76 points. While the

younger ones put points on the

board, senior Maija Lahde

pulled down a game high of 13

rebounds.  

The Gaels ended the first

half shooting 36.1 percent and

forcing the Toreros into 11

turnovers.  San Diego, however,

came out strong in the second

half and scored four straight

points to bring them back

within seven.  

The hard fought game

continued as both teams traded

run for run. San Diego’s Kiva

Herman tied the score 60-60

with 25 seconds remaining.

The Gaels had possession, but

didn’t score.

The first overtime opened

with Batlin and Herman trading

basket for basket. With 10 sec-

onds left on the clock and the

score tied, 68-68, Lahde’s at-

tempt at a jumper did not fall.

The Toreros broke away for a

fast break, but Batlin came up

with a huge defensive stop,

leaving the game tied. Again. 

Head coach Paul Thomas,

known for his well-conditioned,

up-tempo teams, had the Gaels

more then prepared physically

to battle through a second over-

time.  

Later, Batlin talked about

the intensity of Thomas’s run-

ning and lifting schedule: “I

hate to say that it paid off, but it

paid off.”

Opening the second over-

time with senior leadership,

Lahde drove to the rim for two

points.  The Toreros did not go

down easily, continuing to

match Saint Mary’s, bucket for

bucket. With the game tied 64-

64, and five seconds left on the

clock, Lahde scored a jumper

from the middle of the key.  

“I guess third time’s the

charm,” Lahde laughed, speak-

ing afterwards about the vic-

tory. 

The Lady Gaels won the

game against San Diego but it

remains to be seen how Saint

Mary’s will fare in the WCC di-

vision of the Pack the House at-

tendance contest. Qualifying

games can be played until

March 8. 

Pack the House is the

NCAA’s second-year national

effort to grow attendance for

women’s basketball. Saint

Mary’s markets Pack the House

as Pack the “Pavilion,” a nod to

its gym, the McKeon Pavilion

Last year, almost two-

thirds of Division I NCAA

membership – 198 institutions

– participated in the contest, at-

tracting more than 592,000 fans

across the Pack the House

games, with 96 institutions

breaking single-attendance

records and five programs

recording their first-ever sell-

out game. SMC competed last

year but Portland won for the

WCC.

Staci Hamaguchi, Saint

Mary’s Director of Athletic Pro-

motions, said they worked hard

to find ways to draw in fans, in-

cluding having local youth

teams sell tickets and holding a

raffle for two courtside tickets

when the Saint Mary’s men’s

team faces Gonzaga on Febru-

ary 12. 

“We had a packed GA

(General Admission) side,

could have fit some more peo-

ple in there, but it was great we

got the attendance that we did,”

said Hamaguchi. 

The San Diego game’s of-

ficial attendance figure of 713

is below last year’s Pack the

Pavilion game against Santa

Clara, which officially recorded

877 in attendance. But 713 is

the current season high and

boosted the season-to-date av-

erage attendance to 512. 

More than anything, Ham-

aguchi said, those that came got

to see a great game, experienc-

ing first hand how exciting

women’s collegiate basketball

can be.

“Hopefully the fans that

came through the door had a

great time and come back to fu-

ture Gael games,” said Ham-

aguchi.

Exactly the point of the

NCAA Pack the House chal-

lenge.

Lahde goes for the shot in Gaels’ win against San Diego Photo Tod Fierner

Lady Mats 5-1 in League Play
Submitted by Mark Johanson)

Mats' Liza Katz takes the ball up the court during Dougherty Valley game
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Santa Maria CYO Night at Miramonte 
Submitted by Kim Miller

Santa Maria Catholic Church

held its first CYO night at Mi-

ramonte High School. All players

and coaches were invited to attend

the “Lady Mats” game against Al-

hambra on January 30. 

After the game several Santa

Maria girls joined the Lady Mats in

the team room for a question and

answer session. The Santa Maria

girls were pleased to learn that

every Lady Matador player had

played on a CYO team and most

played for our hometown parish,

Santa Maria, including Anderson,

Johanson, Katz, McDonald, K.

Miller, N. Miller, Reid and Rosen-

zwieg.  Christenson played for

Catholic Community of Pleasanton

(CCOP) and Golden played for St.

Bonaventure.

Santa Maria players are gearing

up for the playoffs and Diocese

Championships, now knowing that

two Miramonte players, N. Miller &

K. Miller, both played on Santa Maria

CYO Diocese champion teams.  

The CYO girls told the Lady

Mats that they “can't wait to be-

come Lady Mats themselves.” 

In the meantime, the players

asked this year’s squad to sign jer-

seys, shoes, hats and game programs.

Then, when it was time to go,

the Lady Mats and CYO players

huddled for one final cheer together.
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Lady Gaels Give Pack the Pavilion Fans Double Overtime Show 
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