
Mayor Sue Severson wel-

comed Charles "Chuck"

Swanson to the Orinda City

Staff and presented him with a

City pin at the January 20th

City Council meeting. Swan-

son was recently hired as

Orinda's Director of Public

Works and Engineering Serv-

ices. He relocated to the Bay

Area from Winter Park, Col-

orado where he had served as

the Public Works Director,

Town Engineer, and Town

Manager since 1997. In her in-

troductory remarks, City Man-

ager Janet Keeter noted that

Swanson would add needed

stability to the Public Works

and Engineering Departments,

which had been managing with

an interim director since the

departure of Mark Lowery this

past summer.

Mayor Sue Severson de-

clared 2009 as the year

of action in her speech to an au-

dience of almost 100 attendees

at the Mayor’s Luncheon last

week, which was jointly hosted

by the Orinda Rotary and

Chamber of Commerce. A mov-

ing rendition of the song The
Impossible Dream performed

by Orinda resident and mezzo-

soprano opera singer Lisa Van-

derploeg Pugh, who was

accompanied on the piano by

Severson’s husband Ralph, set

the stage for the Mayor’s

speech. Then, like Don Quixote

before her, Severson lay down

the gauntlet and set forth her

quest for the year ahead—to

achieve a seemingly impossible

dream and make some real

progress toward fixing Orinda’s

roads.

Severson started off with a

review of the City’s achieve-

ments in 2008 highlighting the

work of the Citizen Infrastruc-

ture Oversight Committee and

the Revenue Enhancement Task

Force, which have provided the

foundation for the City Coun-

cil’s road-repair action plan.

The money that Orinda cur-

rently spends each year on in-

frastructure work barely scrapes

the surface of the City’s road

problems according to Sever-

son. “Our ability to address the

City’s infrastructure needs with

our current revenues is not pos-

sible,” she stated. The City’s

total operating budget approxi-

mates $11.5 million, of which

about $1 million goes to road

and sewer repair, and the City’s

infrastructure needs are esti-

mated to be well over $100 mil-

lion. “We must move forward to

develop additional sources of

revenue,” Severson added. “We

need to act on the recommenda-

tions of the Revenue Enhance-

ment Task Force.”

Noting that no single rev-

enue source would provide a

complete fix for the City’s over-

whelming infrastructure funding

needs, Severson presented a

multi-pronged approach to the

problem. In addition to the cur-

rent budget allocation, Severson

identified grants, like the ones

procured to repave Moraga Way;

partnering with the East Bay

Municipal Utility District and the

Moraga-Orinda Fire District; and

a draw down of the City’s re-

serves as potential funding

sources. Severson also listed new

and additional taxes as possible

elements of the revenue pie;

these included a general obliga-

tion bond, a city sales and/or user

tax, a utility user tax, and a real

estate property transfer tax.

“We need broad scale local

support for revenue enhance-

ment measures,” stated Sever-

son, “Now is the time to act.”

Severson acknowledged

the negative impact of the State

budget crisis and the weakened

economy, which may lead to

cuts in the revenue received

from the State and reduced

local sales tax revenue. She also

noted that although Orinda’s

home values have remained

more buoyant than many com-

munities throughout the State,

permit applications to Orinda’s

Planning Department for home

building and remodeling are

down 30% from a year ago. 

Despite the gloomy eco-

nomic outlook, Severson re-

mained optimistic and

encouraged all members of the

community to work together to

achieve the impossible dream.

She closed her comments with

her vision for Orinda—a City

with smooth roads, a revitalized

downtown, safer access to

schools and businesses, in-

creased public safety and

awareness, adequate and af-

fordable housing for seniors

and families, enhanced scenic

beauty, and shared community

pride.
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Eau de pot, 1/22/09  Officers

stopped a 34-year-old male for a

traffic violation.  Upon contact with

the subject, the officer noticed the

strong odor of marijuana.  Driver

consented to have the vehicle

searched.   Lo and behold there was

a small baggie with a green leafy

substance in the console.  The sus-

pect was cited and released.  

Car key theft 1/22/09  A Camino

Sobrante resident called in a report

of a stolen car.  While officer were

there, the homeowner noticed that

the key that had been left in the cen-

ter console of her unlocked Mer-

cedes parked in the driveway, was

also missing.  Can you make it any

easier for the bad guys?

I.D. theft 1/21/09  A Stanton Av-

enue resident got a letter from a col-

lection agency for $1,200 payable

to COX Communications.  She

called the collection agency and

said she has never had an account

with COX.  After some internal re-

search the COX people called her

back and said the account was

opened with her social security

number and was registered to a res-

ident of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

P.O. evacuation, 1/16/09  All units

responded to the Orinda Post Office

for what turned out to be a misun-

derstanding.  The Shift Supervisor

told employees, “Everyone Get

Out!” meaning to leave the office

and start work.  This was overheard

by customers who misinterpreted

the statement and left the building.

Perhaps the Supervisor said it with

some emotion?

City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, February 17

Tuesday, February 10

Mayor’s Com. Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Monday, March 2

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

26 Orinda Way

David Collins, Orinda

Residential and
Restoration

Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail
37 years of satisfied customers

925-254-6882
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City of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.orindachamber.org

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Lamorinda Teen Center
February meeting has
been rescheduled to
Wednesday March 10,
2009 at 7:00 PM at the
Orinda Community Center

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Peter & Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588
925.708.9515

TheHattersleys.com

Market Area Sold Average Price   vs   Price per Sq Feet

FILTER: Prop. Types: SFH Areas: Lafayette (215), Moraga (137), Orinda (155)  The Average Price of sold properties – VS – The Price per Square Feet of properties sold (Average of each property’s ratio)

1/21/2009

This is the answer to 

YOUR MOST OFTEN ASKED
QUESTION.

If you are buying or selling, 

call us for more specific details.

Helping You Achieve Your Goals 
... Lamorinda and Beyond.

Mayor Severson Declares 2009 the Year of  Action
By Andrea A. Firth
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Mayor Sue Severson    Photo A. Firth

Achieving Orinda’s Impossible Dream

Photo A. Firth.

Orinda's Director of  Public Works and Engineering Services
By Andrea A. Firth

Graphic by A. Firth and A. Scheck

1031 Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031

TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 

based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

Presidio Exchange Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300

WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.

• MORTGAGE   LOANS •
Purchases   •   Refinances

Available by Appointment

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

253-5920

8 Camino Encinas Suite 210  •  Orinda  •  hrsavage@pacbell.net

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004




