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Be Creative at your Library Reading keeps summer from 
turning kids' minds into Jello 
Submitted by Jennifer Rowes
 
Summer reading programs are a great way to provide children regular 
opportunities to read books, play writing games, and listen to stories. While 
children might be more focused on the fun and prizes involved, educators know 
that these sorts of programs help little kids get ready to read and big kids raise 
scores. 
A study conducted by Jimmy Kim at Harvard's Center for Evaluation found that 
reading four or five books over the summer months had an impact on fall reading 
achievement comparable to attending summer school. Public libraries all over the 
country are busily gearing up for the 2009 summer reading program "Be Creative 
at your Library". The program is sponsored by the Collaborative Summer Library 
Program (CSLP), which is a grassroots consortium of states working together to 
provide high-quality summer reading program materials for children at the lowest 
cost possible for their public libraries. The CSLP began in 1987 in the state of 
Minnesota and has since grown to include libraries from virtually every state in the 
country. 
To find out the details about dates, times, and registration for this summer's 
program, call or visit your local library. And to learn more about effective and 
engaging children's educational materials visit these websites: www.scholastic.
com, www.billygorilly.com, and www.pbskids.org. 
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