
In an otherwise morose time for

construction businesses, Steve

Lambert, founder of Garden Lights

Landscape & Pool Development , is

seeing his activity growing and get-

ting back to the steady stream he was

enjoying before the recession.  He

believes that the series of five awards

that he recently received from the

East Bay Chapter of the California

Landscape Contractors Association

(CLCA) is a testimony to what

makes his success: the quality of the

training and of the work of his very

long time employees.

The Lamberts have lived in

Orinda for 15 years and are raising

their young family.  Steve was raised

in Walnut Creek and got a degree

from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in

landscape and design.  His family

roots go deep into the American soil.

One of Steve’s grandfathers owned

a cotton plantation in Arkansas while

the other was a truck farmer and a

ranger.  He lost his father at an early

age and was raised by his mother, a

school teacher, who was always

growing “stuff” in a big garden.  “I

always love plants and horticulture,”

says Lambert, “when I finished Cal

Poly I knew that some day I would

have my own landscape company.” 

Lambert worked for two years

at Seeno Construction as a landscape

architect, grew into the business and

decided, 19 years ago, to become his

own boss.  “When I started I already

had a few clients,” he said, “the hard-

est part was to find good employees.

Today, Flavio has been with me for

14 years and Jose for 10, we are be-

coming a family.”

When he started, Lambert felt

there was a need for someone spe-

cialized in quality lighting.  “It is an

art to do lighting,” he says, “you

want to select the focal points of a

garden, like a rock, a brick wall or a

tree and magnify it.  Then you con-

sider the safety and the pathways.”

Lambert says that he is determined

not to add to the lighting pollution of

the surroundings; lighting is an art of

nuance, of luminosity and shadows,

not of too much intensity.  “People

often overdo the path lights for ex-

ample,” he adds, “if you light a nice

rock near a path that can be enough

there.”

But Lambert would not limit

himself to lighting, “I need it all,” he

says, “I enjoy working with water

features and I would be depressed if

I wouldn’t plant plants.”  For 14

years the company has had a pool li-

cense.  “Sometimes a remodeling

can be the most interesting and chal-

lenging job,” he says.  The work that

got him the “Best of the Best”

Judges Awards given by CLCA was

a garden in Oakland. “That specific

job was the creation of a blue tile

pool with a vanishing edge,” says

Lambert, “it was fun creating the

look of a waterfall using blue tiles on

the 8-foot supporting wall and then

planting the base of the wall with

materials that appear to be underwa-

ter.”  It is the third time that his com-

pany has won this top award.

But not all properties can ac-

commodate a pool.  In his Orinda

home Lambert has built a pond. “In

my garden pond we have 14 Koi

fish,” he explains, “the way we built

it we have no problem with rac-

coons; our our biggest issue is

herons.”  Lambert lost two fish to the

magnificent bird that is said to be

able to hear water from three miles

away.  “So they come and check it

out,” says Lambert, “but now we

have added fishing line across the

pond in five or six places, the herons

see it and it deters them.”

Lambert had to face another

interesting challenge in the Moraga

garden of the Kronenberg’s that

brought him the Achievement Award

in Large Residential Design/Build

Installation.  “The place had to be

completely redesigned and trans-

formed,” he remembers, “we had to

fix irrigation and drainage problems

and even moved four trees.”  Lam-

bert has always been sensitive to the

technicality of landscaping and how

a well conceived and maintained ir-

rigation system can be water effi-

cient.  “That’s our technicality and

the caliber of our people that has

made us win so many awards for so

many consecutive years,” says Lam-

bert. 

Garden Lights took 2 other

awards in Orinda, First Place, Large

Residential Design/Build Installation

at the Klein Residence, and First

Place, Small Residential

Design/Build Installation at the

Ramsey residence.

Lambert is not one to brag, but

when asked he confesses that his

company was the only one to win so

many awards, “a few others won a

couple,” he said.  The result for him

is a strain of business that is growing

again.  “I was very worried between

October last year and February,” he

says, “and we had to let go 4 of our

28 employees, but since April busi-

ness is picking up.”  Lambert thinks

that people have realized that they

can’t sell their homes at the moment,

and that they might as well improve

them and take advantage of their gar-

dens.  “Customers are a little more

conservative in what they are re-

questing,” notices Lambert, “but

there are still some pretty extrava-

gant ones.”  To his surprise, Lambert

said he was recently asked to install

2 outdoor TVs in the area.

For more information on Gar-

den Lights visit their website at

www.gardenlightslandscape.com.

For more information on the Cali-

fornia Landscape Contractors Asso-

ciation visit, www.CLCA.org.
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or call our office at 925-377-0977.

Lamorinda Music and Gifts - Grand Opening on July 31

81 Lafayette Circle  - 385 0963 – www.lamorindamusic.com

Colleen McCormick has been a Lafayette resident for 16 years and a science

teacher with the Lafayette Art and Science Foundation for 10.  But there is a pas-

sion for music that runs in the McCormick family, from both parents (Colleen and

John) to the children Scotty (13) and Emily (16) who play at Acalanes.  So it was

only natural for Colleen to venture in that direction when she decided to start a

business of her own with her husband’s support.  The concept of Lamorinda

Music is two-fold: soundproof music studios for private lessons and group les-

sons for pre-schoolers, and a store to buy or rent all the band and orchestra in-

struments.  All rental contracts can be transformed into purchase with complete

transfer of the money invested in the rental. Being a mother, Colleen added some

welcome convenience to her project such as a lounge and a terrace where parents

will be able to wait comfortably for their offspring using wi-fi and sipping tea/cof-

fee. The grand opening will be on Friday July 31 from 4 to 8 p.m.  With neigh-

boring business, Lafayette Health Club,  Lamorinda Music and Gifts will be

offering food and drinks, and of course a lot of live music.

Local Builder Wolfgang Schilling Receives 2009 Piedmont Design Award, 81

Claremont Avenue, Orinda, 254-9145

The City of Piedmont recently announced their 2009 Design Award Winners.

Included in the recipients was local builder, Wolfgang Schilling, in the category

of “Best Remodel and Landscape”.   This is the second Piedmont Award for this

general contractor in three years, having been awarded “Best Addition Award”

in 2006. “It’s nice to be recognized but the best prize of all has been the oppor-

tunity to work with great clients, excellent architects and visionary designers,”

said Schilling.  This accomplished furniture maker, mill worker and general con-

tractor loves creating home environments just as much today as when he started

35 years ago.  Since moving to Orinda in 1972 with his wife and two children,

Wolfgang has completed projects in the East Bay, South Bay, San Francisco,

Solano and Marin counties, Tahoe area and Italy. 

Lafayette Car Wash Voted Best of the East Bay

3319 Mt Diablo Blvd - 283-1190 www.lafayettecarwash.com

“We are trying to do all the things possible to make our customers happy and

focus on quality,” says Blake Wellen, commenting about Diablo Magazine’s Best

of the East Bay vote, ”we want our clients to have a good experience from be-

ginning to end.”  Part of this good experience is the greeting at the entry of the

car wash, and the comfortable waiting area. Wellen credits his quality to his em-

ployees. “We have a very small turn over for our profession,” says Wellen, “some

of them have been on board for 17 years and we all share the same determina-

tion to clean  all the little nooks and crannies because quality is what counts for

customers.”  The Lafayette Car Wash can also pride itself in the recognition of

the East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD).  In their “drought center tips”

the agency wrote: “Lafayette Car Wash … has a system that recycles 50 to 60 per-

cent of the water it uses, and all but the final rinse water is recycled. By improv-

ing the efficiency of the system over time, they are washing the same number of

cars with about half the water, down to 25 gallons per car”.  The company uses

biodegradable washing product as well, avoiding another nightmare of EBMUD,

sending chemicals in the drainage systems that end up in our reservoirs and drink-

ing water.

A Majority of Lafayette Businesses Support Farmers’ Market

At the beginning of the month the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce sent its

members a questionnaire regarding the possibility of a farmers’ market in

Lafayette.  Jay Lifson, CEO of the Chamber, shared the results:

Do you think a Lafayette Farmer's Market will help or hurt our local business

owners? 121 responses, 80.1% answered “help” and 16.5% answered “hurt;”

3.3% no response.

Do you currently shop at a local Farmer's Market? 60.3% yes, 48% no.

Do you think parking in Lafayette will be an issue on Thursday night? 47.9% yes,

48.7% no, 3.3% no response.

Do you anticipate any traffic /circulation problems during the time the Farmer's

Market is open (4pm-8pm)? 

43.8% yes, 53.7% no, 2.4% no response.

If the Farmer's Market were to be held on a weekend day rather than an evening,

would this change your opinion?

42.9% yes, 53.7% no, 3.3% no response.

Would you be inclined to visit a restaurant or local business before or after shop-

ping at a Farmer's Market? 76.0% yes, 23.9% no.

Are you in favor of a local Farmer's Market in Lafayette?

82.6% yes, 16.5% no.

Chamber members made some suggestions regarding “conditions of operation.”

Some recommended that parking arrangements be made with Safeway, or in the

parking area at the new library.  Others proposed that local businesses have a

first-right-of-refusal on booth space.  Some want to see adequate pay back to the

town and local charities and want to make sure that the farmers clean up after

themselves.

Chambers of Commerce:

Lafayette

• Business Issues Committee Meeting on Friday, July 24 at 8:00 a.m. in the 

Chamber Conference Room.

• The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce supports the Safety Fair on 

Sat. Aug. 1 at Stanley Middle School from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (See page 2)

• Rock the Plaza Concerts 

will start on Fridays - 

August 14, 21 & 28 at 

6 p.m. on the Plaza Park.

Moraga:

• The July Chamber meeting will be held Friday, July 31st from 7:30 a.m. 

to 9:30 a.m. at the Fireside Room of the Hacienda.   There will be a vote 

on the updated Bylaws by the membership.   Mike Segrest, Moraga Town 

Manager, has been invited to be the guest speaker.  He is hoping his 

schedule will clear, so he will be able to attend.  Members are encouraged 

to check the new bylaws on the web site.

Orinda:

• Planning has started for the second Orinda Restaurant Tour.  The Tour is 

a component of the Orinda Chamber of Commerce's "Shop Orinda 

Campaign."  The event is scheduled this year for Tuesday, September 

29, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  The fun will start at Theater Square and will 

include favorite local restaurants. The event benefits the Orinda Schools. 

Tickets should be purchased in advance for $30.00 per person - with 

tickets at the door costing $35.00. Purchase your ticket online at 

www.orindachamber.org/OrindaRestaurantTour2009.htm.

Great Jumbo Rates to $4,000,000
Residential Home Loan Rates 

Stonecastle Land and 
Home Financial gives

homeowners access to 
Union Bank of California, 

Wells Fargo,  US Bank, Bank of
America, METLife, ING and
other top financial institutions.

We will give you
personal service and get you
the best rates available at the 

lowest possible cost.

CALL NOW!!
RATES MAY NEVER BE 

THIS LOW AGAIN
This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of

possible mortgage scenarios.  This is not a loan commitment,
nor is it a guarantee of any kind.  This comparison is based
solely on estimated figures and information available at the
time of production.   Interest rate is subject to borrower and

property qualifying.  DRE License #01327738.

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $900,000 Up to $4,000,000

Interest Rate    APR Interest Rate APR

3 Year Fixed 3.650% 4.160% 5.000% 4.210%
5 Year Fixed 4.700% 4.160% 5.250% 4.210%
7 Year Fixed 5.250% 4.160% 5.500% 4.210%
10 Year Fixed 5.600% 4.160% 5.625% 4.210%

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.875% 4.975% 5.250% 5.375%
15 Year Fixed 4.500% 4.600% 4.750% 4.875%

Kyle Davis
StoneCastle

Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner
Direct: 925-314-5299

Fax: 925-831-9088
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

INTEREST ONLY JUMBO15 YEAR FIXED AT

5.875%  (5.975% APR)  LOANS TO $4,000,000

376-7500

BALLET CLASSES
Fall Classes for All Ages

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

SIGNUP NOW and receive 20% OFF*
*before Aug. 31st

Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 
• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 

• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of

pleated and washable filters.

Do business 

with a 

neighbor.

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

10% OffAny Job with This Ad!

• Troubleshoot any computer problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• In-home or drop-off service available.

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.

Thank goodness for techmommy. 
We would be lost without her!”

– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

Steve Lambert, Landscape Architect Extraordinaire
By Sophie Braccini 

Majestic setting in perfect location!  4 bed, 3 ba on 1/3
acre.  Breathtaking gardens, privacy & views.    $1,289,000

54 East Altarinda Dr., Orinda    Open Sunday

]A eÉv~vÄ | y y

Exquisite masterpiece in Hidden Oaks! 4 bed, 3.5 ba on
1/2 acre. Spectacular 2 year old single story.   $2,595,000

34 Sanford Lane, Lafayette    Appointment only

PATTY & GENE CRONIN
BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842
www.pattycroninproperties.com

HOLLY HENKEL
SRES

925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

Just Sold
22 Moraga Via, Orinda

Steve Lambert in front of his pond Photo provided

SPAZMATICS will play August 21st




