
Need to contact us? 925.377.0977

Independent, locally owned and operated!

Delivered bi-weekly to all 
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By Sophie Braccini 
At a recent Rotary meeting Contra Costa

County Supervisor Gayle Uilkema ex-

pressed her concern over the wood burn-

ing habits of Lamorindans. Uilkema is

also a member   of the Board of Directors

of the Bay Area Air Quality Management

District (BAAQMD); she noticed too

many unhealthy days reported in Contra

Costa, so she decided ... read on page 13

Burning too much, Lamorinda?
By Alex Crook
Last Friday night, December 19th, at Acalanes High

School, the Dons varsity soccer team hosted rival

Campolindo, and escaped with a close 1-0 win over

the Cougars.  Acalanes, now 7-1-0 and 2-0-0 in league

play, came into the match fresh off of a 2-1 win against

Berkeley; the Dons’ lone loss was against DFAL pow-

erhouse Dublin. ...    read on page 23
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Caldecott Tunnel Fourth Bore to Get Underway
By Andrea A. Firth

Simulation of cars heading west through the east portal of the 4th bore to be added to the Caldecott Tunnel Simulation courtesy of CalTrans

“Fully funded and ready go” was the mantra of an

enthusiastic team from the California Department

of Transportation (CalTrans) as they outlined the plans for

the Caldecott Tunnel Improvement Project—a.k.a. the

Fourth Bore—at a community outreach meeting held in

Orinda on December 10th. Construction of the two-lane

bore on the north side of the Caldecott Tunnel is scheduled

to get underway by mid-January and projected for com-

pletion by the winter of 2013-2014.

... continued on page 7

Remember to check

out the 10 different

yoga classes at Lafayette

Community Center!

www.lafayetterec.org

925-284-2232

It must have been magic, like the snow that fell

earlier this month; in the weeks leading up to

Christmas, Santa Claus seemed to be everywhere

you looked. Sitting under the tree at the Moraga

Commons (left photo), he met one young man

who did not appear to be completely convinced

that climbing onto the big red lap was such a good

idea. On a rainy day at Lafayette’s La Fiesta

Square, Santa and his helpers were warm and dry

on the enclosed patio that is part of Mangia, of-

fering a complimentary photo with Santa and

candy canes for the kids. The Connor family (top

right photo, from left: Kate, Caroline, Kristi and

Kevin) paid a visit, and got the perfect photo for

their Christmas cards. And what better place for

Santa to be but at the screening of White Christ-

mas at the Orinda Theater? Cameron Armian of

Lafayette was pleased to be able to whisper his

wish list directly to the man in charge (lower right

photo).

...See more holiday happenings on page 20

Dear 
Friends and 
Neighbors,
Many readers have told us over

the past year how much they

enjoy the local coverage our paper

provides, and what a difference it

makes in the community. Since we

started the Lamorinda Weekly,

nearly three years ago, we have built

an excellent team of editors, writers,

photographers and columnists to

produce our bi-weekly paper. All of

them are connected to Lamorinda

and most are involved in a variety of

community projects, schools or

sports teams. Many have been with

us right from the start. 

... continued on page 19

Photos: Left, by Doug Kohen; top right, provided; 
lower right, by Ohlen Alexander; 
graphic by Amanda Griggs

David Helfrich (#19) looks for a pass from his teammate                Photo Tod Fierner



After a substantial number of ac-

colades from his constituents,

Lafayette’s five-time Mayor Don

Tatzin finished his term and wel-

comed former Vice Mayor Brandt

Andersson to his new job as Mayor.

Fellow City Council Members,

along with friends and family, filled

the new Community Hall at the

Lafayette Library and Learning

Center for the festivities at the De-

cember 14th City Council meeting

that culminated with a choir per-

formance that included Andersson.

Carl Anduri was appointed Vice

Mayor.   

Having served a total of

twenty-four years on the City Coun-

cil, Tatzin has seen the city through

thick and thin.  Many in the audi-

ence came forward to point out what

a wonderful job he’s done this past

year, especially with the completion

of a project near and dear to

Lafayette – the Library and Learn-

ing Center.  Alternating between sin-

cere praise and poking fun, Library

Foundation members Gwen

Lennox, Kathy Merchant, and Anne

Grodin, along with Maeve Pessis of

the Lafayette Homeowners Council,

effusively congratulated him for a

job well done while gently roasting

him.  For example, Marechal Dun-

can of the Lafayette Historical Soci-

ety had everyone laughing when he

commented, regarding the Mayor’s

longevity, “Our gift to Don Tatzin is

that we’ll put him in our archive.”   

Even incoming Mayor Brandt

Anderson quipped about having to

make remarks after Tatzin spoke,

“It’s tough to follow the 19th, 24th,

29th, 34th and 41st mayor.”  Fellow

Council Members commented that

only now do their combined years of

service equal the years Tatzin has

put in.

Tatzin remarked that over the

years he’s always looked for the pos-

itive compromise – and that during

his tenure this past year the city has

completed a substantial amount of

roadwork, had the library open and

adopted the Parks and Recreation

Facility Master Plan.  He talked

about a virtuous circle, building trust,

being open and inclusive.  “Think

grandly and spend carefully,” he ad-

vised.  In 2009, “We learned that

measurement is useful, and that con-

struction takes time.  This has been a

successful and fun year.”

City staff presented a gift, a

plaque made out of teak with a gran-

ite inset – both materials from the

exterior of the Lafayette Library and

Learning Center, and of course a

gavel.

New Mayor Andersson said

of his new position, “A good friend

asked, ‘Who in their right mind

wants to be Mayor?’”  He re-

sponded, “Your initial premise is

probably faulty.”  Andersson sees

the coming year as full of problems

and opportunities, with the number

one problem being street improve-

ments.  Opportunities include bal-

ancing the need to preserve open

space against pressure for develop-

ment and with the help of the Down-

town Strategic Plan – making plans

for the amenities that most want.

Hearty thanks were given to

Andersson’s family and city staff

who, “Keep the city running and

make it better every day for the peo-

ple that live here.  I also want to rec-

ognize colleagues…it’s always a joy

to come to these meetings.” 

Audience members were

treated to a first in the Community

Hall, Mayor Andersson is a member

of the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian

Church Chamber Choir.  He penned

new lyrics for two compositions and

sang both songs with the choir,

which made a special appearance.

The very timely “Downtown Strate-

gic Plan,” highlighting Lafayette’s

current struggle with the Plan, was

written by Hans Leo Hassler (1564-

1612) and “Money Worries” was

written by Karl Heinrich Graun

(1703 -1759).  Both tunes had the

packed house in stitches.
will be back next time
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Lafayette

City Council Monday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library and Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission Monday, January 4, 7:00 pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room, 500 St Mary’s Road

Design Review Monday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room, 500 St Mary’s Road

Circulation Commission Tuesday, January 19, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library and Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Lafayette: www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.lafayettechamber.org

City Council NEW Meeting Location
Lafayette Library and Learning Center
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Public Meetings

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/30/09.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

New Location jtÜx Wxá |zÇá
Y|Çx ]xãxÄÜç á|Çvx DLJJ

Happy 
Holidays

•   Police Report   •

Civic
News

A Celebration of  Mayors in Lafayette
By Cathy Tyson

Spike in Crime in Lafayette 
By Cathy Tyson

No one enjoys a visit by the

Grinch who stole Christmas

gifts out of the back seat of your car.

Although there has been no confir-

mation of actual Grinch sightings,

the damage is still the same.

Lafayette residents have seen a

spike in the number of property

crimes lately.  Sergeant Gwen

Brady of the Lafayette Police De-

partment explains, “We are a safe

community but not a secure com-

munity.  There’s a big difference.

People forget that not every person

in town is a resident.  While there’s

very little violent crime, there’s a

fair amount of property crime.” 

She offers the following ad-

vice: “Put packages and purses in

the trunk, lock your car and your

house.  If you have an alarm - set it.

Keep aware of your surroundings,

if you see something unusual, jot

down the license plate number and

call the police.”

Maybe it’s a sign of the times,

but it’s unlikely that this trend will

stop on New Year’s Eve.  In No-

vember, the most recent month that

data became available, there were

eleven residential burglaries, five

vehicles stolen and fourteen petty

thefts, mostly smash and grab inci-

dents from addresses all over the

city.  “Be smart, these are normal

common sense things,” said Brady.

Correction, issue date 12/09/09, Notorious House
for Sale: This article contained a factual error. The phrase
"never been lived in" is inaccurate.  According to Daniel
Horowitz, the property owner, the home in Hunsaker
Canyon has been occupied for over two years. The article
has been corrected in our online archive,
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0320/
Notorious-Home-for-Sale.html.

The Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church performs with Lafayette Mayor Brandt Andersson Photo Erik Andersson

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

This car parked in Lafayette had its window smashed. Photo provided

When buying or selling a

home, begin with Lafayette’s

Natural Resource, Dana

Green, for all your real estate 

needs. Call today for a 

complimentary staging 

and market analysis of 

your home!

“Lafayette’s Natural Resource...”

www.DanaGreenTeam.com
Dana H. Green

(925) 339-1918
danagreen@rockcliff.com
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Open to the Public  7 Days a week  www.caleyecare.com   510.642.2020
Free parking with appointments. Walk over or use our free shuttle!

UC BERKELEY

OPTOMETRY

Should your family
follow you to Cal?

Of course. Every time they need an eye exam.

The University of California Eye Center is an integral part of

the top-rated UC School of Optometry, and we’re here to

offer you complete vision care for your kids, for you, and for

your parents. We’re also the ones to see for Lasik® surgery

and contact lenses. (Our Eyewear Center has all the big

names in frames!) We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. When it comes to your eyes, go blue!

Gordon Steele MBA-Banking

The Right Lender to KnowTM

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 00937870

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
003810

925-627-7109

“Happy Holidays”

FREE ½ Hour 
Computer Service Call

If you’re a Lamorinda resident or business,
we’d like to introduce our award-winning
services to you at no cost and with no 

obligation. We’ll come to your home or

business and provide you with technical

service, training or a consultation, so you

can get to know us.

schedule your appointment!
call (925) 283-5666

Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only. 

Exp. Jan. 15, 2009. With This coupon only.

925.283.5666
Nerd4Rent.com

990 B Moraga Road, Lafayette
(next door to Campana Music)

Service plans starting as low as 49 cents per day!

NEW Location!

Parks and Recreation Master Plan Adopted
By Cathy Tyson

It took two long hard years of

meetings and study, but in the

end the Parks, Trails and Recreation

(PTR) Commission along with city

staff put together a Master Plan to

meet the needs of Lafayette citizens.

Adopted in late November of 2009,

it provides a framework for finding

suitable sites and looks at costs for

development and maintenance.

“Currently, the city needs to acquire

an additional 44 acres of parkland to

meet its General Plan goal of 5

acres/1,000 people,” stated the
Lafayette Park and Recreation Fa-
cilities Master Plan.  It’s clear that

as the population grows so must

available parkland.  

There are currently 91.3 acres

of city-owned park and recreation

facilities that are categorized into

four types: neighborhood parks,

community parks, the Community

Center and downtown parks.  They

range in size from the compact .3

acre Plaza Park at the corner of Mor-

aga Road and Mt. Diablo Boulevard

to the spacious 68 acres of Lafayette

Community Park.  Although that

sounds large, in order to preserve ri-

parian habitat, oak woodland and

more, 70% of the Community Park

will remain in its natural state.  

After gathering extensive

input from the public and analyzing

the results, a priority list was devel-

oped based on community need and

the location of existing parks.  A

public workshop was held, press re-

leases were generated, a survey was

completed and local neighborhood

groups hosted a series of presenta-

tions by PTR Commissioners.  Bot-

tom line, 90% of survey respondents

wanted the City to provide more

parks, with the number one prefer-

ence being additional sports fields,

and secondly neighborhood parks.

The Park and Recreation Fa-

cilities Master Plan came to the con-

clusion that parkland should be

developed to provide the following

facilities: 

• A new sports field facility to ac-

commodate soccer, lacrosse, softball

and/or baseball

• One or two active or passive neigh-

borhood parks, to be located in

Northeast Lafayette or West

Lafayette 

• Downtown parks to be identified in

the separate Downtown Specific Plan

• A bike park to accommodate mo-

tocross (BMX) and mountain bicyclists

• An off-leash dog park with sepa-

rate areas for large and small dogs

• A nature park to support nature ed-

ucation and appreciation  

The Master Plan spells out ex-

actly the minimum acreage required

along with facility options, mini-

mum width, length and slope and

whether or not parking and rest-

rooms are required – making it eas-

ier to look at parcels that may

become available in the future. 

For more information about

funding for parks and to read the

complete Master Plan, go to

www.lovelafayette.org and click on

Master Plan.

What’s going on with the Bike Park?
By Cathy Tyson

Although a site is being exam-

ined as a potential location for

a bike park, planning for it and ac-

tually having it complete and open

to the public can be two entirely dif-

ferent things.  “For several years,

local youths have been building

unauthorized bike jumps along Las

Tramps Creek and other sensitive

areas in the Community Park.  Fol-

lowing a request from an organized

group of bike enthusiasts, the Parks,

Trails and Recreation (PTR) Direc-

tor and PTR Commission thought it

was important to address this envi-

ronmental harm and simultaneously

enhance the recreation opportunities

in the Park by providing an area for

bike riders to enjoy their sport in a

clearly designated area within the

Community Park,” said PTR Direc-

tor Jennifer Russell in a statement.

Back in November of 2008,

the PTR Commission passed a mo-

tion to approve going forward with

Phase I of the Bike Park Project –

this includes design of the park and

submission of a recommendation for

funds to start the design phase of the

project.  

In April of 2009, after input

from the community and a design

consultant, the PTR Commission ap-

proved a proposed design.  In June

of 2009 the proposed site was staked

and a visual impact study was con-

ducted, notices were posted in the

park for three weeks and a consultant

was hired to do an environmental

habitat assessment of the area.

In October of 2009 there was

a PTR Commission meeting to learn

about the results of the habitat as-

sessment.  As it turns out, there is the

potential presence of a special

wildlife species.  Biologists from

Condor Country Consulting dis-

cussed the findings and possible

mitigation measures.

“The bike park design is un-

dergoing rigorous environmental re-

view,” said Russell.  “That review

has identified a documented sight-

ing in 1994 in Las Trampas Creek of

a California Red-legged Frog, a pro-

tected species under the Federal En-

dangered Species Act.  As a result,

additional environmental analysis is

being conducted to ensure that the

bike park’s effects will be mitigated

and special permits are being sought

through the Army Corps of Engi-

neers, US Fish and Wildlife Service

and California Fish and Game be-

fore construction can be authorized.

Mitigations are being developed so

that special plant and wildlife

species are protected.”

A biological survey is sched-

uled for the coming spring, and an

environmental consulting firm has

been selected to review drainage

changes in the creek that may affect

permitting requirements with the

Army Corps of Engineers.  Parks

Trails and Recreation Director Jen-

nifer Russell invites questions or

comments via her e-mail address:

jrussell@ci.lafayette.ca.us or go to

www.lafayettebikepark.com for

more information.

ORINDA •  MORAGA •  LAFAYETTE

(925)254-3030      www.Orinda.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

DRE: 1221247

The Elena Hood Group

Elena & Larry
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Smoke filled car, 1212/09 Three

vehicles were parked at an undis-

closed Moraga school, after regu-

lar class hours.  Only one of the

cars was occupied, presumably

with friends from the other two ve-

hicles.  As a police officer ap-

proached, he noticed a heavy cloud

of marijuana smoke inside which

wafted out when the driver opened

the window.  The five 17-year-olds

in the car admitted they had

smoked pot and that there was beer

in the trunk.  No actual pot was

found – possibly up in smoke, but

three glass pipes were identified.

All the kids’ parents were con-

tacted, and their kids were released

to their custody after a serious talk

with the officer.  Both the beer and

the pipes were properly disposed

of.

Indecent exposure, 12/09/09  A stu-

dent from JM was walking home

around 2:30 on Camino Pablo, just

east of Dickenson Drive.  The stu-

dent walked by a grey compact car

and was contacted by the driver

through the open passenger win-

dow.  The white male in his 30’s or

40’s exposed himself.  The student

just kept on walking and the flasher

drove away.  This case is under in-

vestigation.

Tire stolen, 12/02/09  Sometime be-

tween 8:20 in the morning and 2:20

in the afternoon, the left front tire

from a 1996 green Jeep Grand

Cherokee was removed while it

was parked at the Campolindo Ca-

bana Swim Club.  A concrete cin-

der block was placed under the

vehicle were the tire was missing.

Total value of the tire, including

missing lug nuts is $270.  Is some

under-privileged Moraga child get-

ting a tire swing for Christmas?  Or

perhaps this is the work of some

high school hooligans?      

Moraga
Town Council Wednesday, January 13, 7:30 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission Monday, January 4, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review Monday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Liaison Friday, January 8, 8:00 am
Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

Town of Moraga online: www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.moragachamber.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

Civic News State of  the Town
By Sophie Braccini

On December 7th, Dave

Trotter presented the State

of the Town address to a crowd

of about 80 residents who gath-

ered in the community room of

the Holy Trinity Serbian Ortho-

dox Church.   Moraga’s State of

the Town presentation is tradi-

tionally offered in December, at

the end of each Mayor’s tenure,

giving outgoing mayors the op-

portunity to highlight accom-

plishments for which they would

like to be remembered.  

The Mayor’s chair seemed

to suit Dave Trotter; he was able

to provide leadership and the

ability to move discussions for-

ward while avoiding conflicts.  In

his address, the outgoing Mayor

portrayed a year that has been

both challenging and rewarding,

with a balanced budget in spite of

the tough economy, and with sig-

nificant progress made on some

of the town’s largest development

projects.  His conclusion indi-

cated that the challenges in the

coming years will be to find new

sources of revenue, if the town’s

residents want to maintain the

quality of service to which they

are accustom.

Trotter presented the year’s

results according to the seven ob-

jectives he set last December

when his fellow council mem-

bers elected him mayor.  The first

one was to select a new town

manager.  This was achieved by

the hiring of Michael Segrest last

April.  Trotter’s second objective

was to get the Moraga Center

Specific Plan approved.  The

plan is now in its final phase, and

should not be delayed beyond

the first semester of 2010.  With

the Specific Plan Trotter’s objec-

tive #3 should also be adopted;

the housing element, a plan that

will define higher density hous-

ing in the down town, and will

permit the town to satisfy its

State obligation to plan for dif-

ferent types of housing needs.  

Other development proj-

ects moved forward in 2009.  Of

particular importance is the final

approval of the Palos Colorados

project, which will build 123

homes, after 20 years in the plan-

ning phase.  $17 millions in im-

pact fees for the town are

associated with this project.

Goal #4 had to do with a

balanced budget and Trotter con-

gratulated staff on being able to

curtail spending and to have re-

leased a surplus for the

2008/2009 budget period, as well

as approving a balanced budget

for 2009/2010 with a $450,000

projected excess. 

However, the funding of

the infrastructure maintenance

stays below the needed levels

and to remedy this situation Trot-

ter was pleased to recall that goal

#5 had been achieved, the estab-

lishment of a Revenue Enhance-

ment Committee that worked

over six months in 2009 and pre-

sented its report to Council at the

end of November.  “Implement-

ing the recommendations of the

Committee will be one of the

major tasks of the coming year,”

added Trotter. Among the pro-

posals made by that committee,

suggestions pertained to the busi-

ness community and what needs

to be done to revive Moraga’s

business life.  It was Trotter’s 6th

objective to enhance the com-

mercial centers; his success in

this area is more arguable, al-

though he highlighted the pas-

sage of a measure waiving

certain fees for businesses in

transition.  

There’s no argument as far

as objective #7 is concerned.  It

had been Trotter’s intention to re-

store civility on the Council.

Those who went to the meetings

throughout the year witnessed

very courteous and cooperative

deliberations.

2009 brought a few unan-

ticipated elements to the fore-

front.  Among them was the

move of Town staff to the Ha-

cienda de las Flores, which was

very badly received by the com-

munity.  Trotter was congratu-

lated by resident Ellen Beans on

the Council’s quick action in

bringing this topic to the agenda.

The result was a change in the

initial decision and instructions

given to staff to vacate the Ha-

cienda as quickly as possible.  

Trotter concluded his pres-

entation by saying that he en-

joyed his year as a mayor and

will continue to serve as a Coun-

cil member in 2010.  In Moraga,

the Mayor has the same voting

power as the other members of

the Council, so Trotter shared the

credits of the year’s successes

with his fellow council members

and staff.  Trotter would not con-

firm if he will run for an addi-

tional 4 years when his current

term ends.

Being a Part of  Moraga Politics 
By Sophie Braccini

Christine Kuckuk always

felt that Moraga was a spe-

cial place to live in and that in-

vesting time in the community

was the right thing to do.

Kuckuk decided to volunteer,

first serving on the town’s

Beautification Committee and

later on the Design Review

Board. This month the Town of

Moraga is recruiting for posi-

tions on the Boards and Com-

missions that are staffed by

resident-volunteers like

Kuckuk. “The Town of Moraga

depends on its volunteers to as-

sist in a number of venues,”

says Town Clerk Marty McIn-

turf, “All of the Boards, Com-

missions, and Committees

depend on citizen involve-

ment.” Positions are open at the

Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion, the Planning Commission,

the Design Review Board

(DRB), the Traffic Safety and

Advisory Committee, the

Americans with Disabilities Act

Commission, and the Urban

Forest sub-committee. “The

way to keep Moraga a special

place is by getting involved,

and the town needs its volun-

teers,” says Kuckuk.

“As a member of the Mor-

aga Parks and Recreation Com-

mission for the past three years,

I have realized how volunteer-

ing for the town can have such

an impact on the recreation pro-

grams and services offered,”

says Liz Faoro.  The Parks and

Recreation Commission has

worked on a variety of issues

and projects in recent years,

such as the development of a

sound ordinance, updating the

Parks and Recreation Master

Plan, and replacing several play

structures and the splash pad at

the Moraga Commons. “While

these are only a few of the un-

dertakings, we also worked

throughout the year on support-

ing Jay Ingram (Parks and

Recreation Director) to provide

many special town events,”

says Faoro, who adds that she

hopes Moraga residents will

consider being a part of the

Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion, which currently meets on

the third Tuesday of each month

at 7:00 p.m.

The demand on DRB

members is higher as they meet

bi-monthly, on the second and

fourth Monday of each month.

Dick Socolich was part of the

Design Review Board (DRB)

and after two years applied to

be on the Planning Commis-

sion.  “DRB’s primary respon-

sibility is to review projects that

are ready for construction,”

says Socolich, “they have to

meet the town design guide-

lines.”  Socolich is a retired en-

gineer who felt that his

expertise could be put to good

use for the benefit of the town.

“I enjoyed listening to people,

hearing their side of the story

and seeing the project once it is

finished,” he adds.  On the same

Board, Kuckuk, who is a banker

by training, was recruited as a

“lay” person.  “I find the work

on the DRB very rewarding,”

she says, “it can be complicated

when we work on a project such

as the Palos Colorados develop-

ment, but it is very rewarding to

have an impact.” Kuckuk esti-

mates that she spends a maxi-

mum of ten hours of

preparation before each

monthly meeting.

Now on Planning Com-

mission, Socolich enjoys work-

ing on the big picture.  “We’ve

been working on the Specific

Plan and the Housing Element

for the Town,” he explains, “our

guidelines are the General Plan,

and the Open Space Ordi-

nance.”  Next year projects such

as the Rancho Laguna develop-

ment or the Hetfield project will

be reviewed by the seven-mem-

ber commission, and possibly

the specific plan for the Rheem

Center as well. 

“I feel that I have an im-

pact,” says Socolich, “there are

seven of us on the commission;

sometimes my point of view is

shared by others, sometimes not.”

“Moraga needs its volun-

teers,” concludes Kuckuk, “the

recommendations of the com-

missions are important and

working for the town raised my

awareness about what is hap-

pening here.”   

For more information on

the open positions or to send an

application, go to 

http://moraga.ca.us/production/

moraga_employment_volunteer.php

?mn=6. The  deadline to submit an

application is Friday, January 8th.

Dave Trotter mingles with the community after his presentation
Photo Andy Scheck

The Town offices will be closed 

December 25, 2009 to January 1, 2010

DEANA VICK DAVIDSON
Financial Advisor

1390 Willow Pass Road, Suite 470
Concord, CA 94520

925-689-9600
Cell 925-808-8475

dvick@wradvisors.com
www.dvick.wradvisors.comCA Insurance # 0E48267

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Moraga Commons Upper 
Playground     Now Open

Thank you Moraga Rotary and 
Moraga Park Foundation!

After Christmas Sale! 

Globes • Christmas Ornaments  

Candles • Decorations • Stationery • Gift Bags  

 Stockings • Boxed Christmas Cards  

Wrapping Paper • Ribbon & More! 

Certain Brands and  
categories excluded.  

Sorry, no gift wrap or boxes  
on sale merchandise 

Open Sat., Dec. 26th 
8:00 A.M. Sharp 

 

Open Monday thru Friday 10:00 – 9:00, Saturday 10:00 – 7:00,  Sunday 11:00-6:00 • 1129 Broadway Plaza, Walnut Creek  
 (925) 947-1991 • 1(800) 833-2182  Full Service Bridal Registry and Internet access www.davidmbrian.com   

Bonus Bucks 
What are you doing with  

Your Gift Money? 
Use this bonus bucks 

coupon and save money. 
Take 10.00 off your  

next purchase of 50.00 or 
more between now 

 and January 10, 2010 
Use your bonus buck  

coupon storewide 
Sale or regular price 

merchandise.
Not valid on previous purchases, 
or in conjunction with other offers.  

May not be used for payment on account. 
 Estee Lauder, Clinique and Lancome  

products excluded.   

%
OFF

Lafayette • Danville • Montclair • Orinda 

Moraga • Clayton • Countrywood • Sonoma • Napa Open Monday thru Friday 10:00 – 9:00, Saturday 10:00 – 7:00,  Sunday 11:00-6:00 • 1129 Broadway Plaza, Walnut Creek  
 (925) 947-1991 • 1(800) 833-2182  Full Service Bridal Registry and Internet access www.davidmbrian.com   

Certain Brands and  
categories excluded.  

Sorry, no gift wrap or boxes  
on sale merchandise 

Can

O

Lafayette • Danville • Montclair • Orinda 

Moraga • Clayton • Countrywood • Sonoma • Napa 

Not valid on previous purchases, 
or in conjunction with other offers.  

May not be used for payment on account. 
 Estee Lauder, Clinique and Lancome  

products excluded.   
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376-7500

Ballet Classes
Winter Classes for All Ages

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com

SIGNUP NOW
Master Instructor, Jami Fender-Cronin - 32 Years Exp.

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Ken Chew Elected Mayor of  Moraga
On December 9th the Moraga

Town Council elected Ken

Chew to serve as mayor in 2010;

Karen Mendonca was elected vice-

mayor.  Three of the four council

members present voted in favor of

Chew;  Council Member Mike

Metcalf abstained.  Mendonca was

elected unanimously.  Chew pre-

sented his objectives for the com-

ing year and the meeting was

adjourned at an unusually early

hour as those present celebrated the

election.  Read more about Mayor

Chew in our next issue.      

S.Braccini

“Ministerial Process” 
Delays Specific Plan Approval
By Sophie Braccini  

At the December 7th meeting

of the Moraga Planning

Commission, Commissioner Mar-

garet Goglia, realizing that this was

the last time the Commission would

be able to review the document,

asked for more “green” require-

ments and for public transportation

options to be studied before making

a final recommendation regarding

the 20-dwelling-units per acre ordi-

nance that’s included in the town’s

housing element. The housing ele-

ment goes hand in hand with the

down town Specific Plan. 

Once the ordinance is

adopted by the Town Council, a de-

veloper will be able to build resi-

dences at a 20-dwelling-units per

acre density (up to 30 du/a for sen-

ior housing) on a six acre lot located

in the down town area, either by

Aegis of Moraga on Country Club

Drive; or on the north side of the

creek, across from the Moraga

Commons.  There would be no

public hearing regarding this poten-

tial development, and only approval

by staff is required.

This “Ministerial Process” is

a requirement of the California De-

partment of Housing and Commu-

nity Development, the agency that

must approve Moraga’s housing el-

ement.  Moraga, like every other ju-

risdiction in California, has a State

obligation to plan for the construc-

tion of a certain number of afford-

able housing units.  Moraga chose

to meet its obligation by zoning a

set area for higher density.  

The ordinance that defines all

the parameters of this potential de-

velopment was drafted by a sub-

committee that included two

council members, two members of

the planning commission and the

design review board, Town staff,

and the main property owner, the

Bruzzone family.

Since traffic has been a con-

cern both for residents and the

neighboring towns of Lafayette and

Orinda, Goglia asked that a shuttle

or public transportation option to

BART be included in the ordinance.

The Commission will meet again

on January 4th to discuss it and will

probably make its final recommen-

dation to the Council that night.

The Council will consider its final

decision on January 13th.

Ken Chew Photo Andy Scheck

We Specialize In Carpet, Upholstery
& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control  Pet Urine Removal
Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration
Residential • Commercial

New High Powered 
Truck Mounted Equipment

EPA Approved Method LicensedBondedInsured

CARPET
CLEANING

LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

FOR OVER 36 YEARS

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
We PreSpot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job 

(925) 283-8744
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

WINTER  SPECIAL

I 5 %  
OFF

DAVID PIERCE

925.254.5984

david.pierce@prurealty.com

davidpierce.net

May the 
peace & 

magic of the 
season be 

with you now 
and through 
the coming 

year

Prudential

THE BEAUBELLE GROUP 925.254.1212 www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Wishing our clients and friends a 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah

and a prosperous New Year!

We want to thank you for your continued 
support and referrals.

Nancy Stryker, Finola Fellner, Kellie and Glenn Beaubelle

Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

T h e a t r e  S q u a r e  O r i n d a        w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m        9 2 5 - 2 5 4 - 9 7 2 1

Award winning
aromatherapy   
facial

truly a breathtaking 
experience! Plus, choose 

a brow or lip wax, and take home a 
Dermalogica Gift Kit.*

$95
a 50% savings

Entourage is
Holiday Spa
Party Central!

Party for six. Includes: 
six 45 minute Swedish 

massages, six peppermint
party pedicures, six mini

party manicures, plus enjoy
2 bottles of  Kenwood Champagne and a

collection of  holiday sweets.*

$150
per person

(includes tax 
and gratuity)

Aromatherapy 
at its best! 

Enjoy a 50-minute 
aromatherapy massage, 
followed by a seasonal 
peppermint pedicure. 

During your pedicure enjoy a spiced eggnog
or a peppermint latte.   Yum.*

$95
a 35% savings

Special #1:
Special #2:

Special #3:

Three Holiday
Specials from

Entourage!

* Limited to 6 group parties* exp. 1/31/10* exp. 1/31/10

“Best Of ” 

2009 by 

Lamorinda Moms
“Best New Concept”

by Spa Finder
“Best of

the East Bay”

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003



By many measures, Orinda

receives high-level police

services from the Contra Costa

County Sheriff’s Office

(CCCSO). The City’s $3.9 mil-

lion contract for law enforce-

ment services from the CCCSO

represents 35% of the City’s $11

million budget. The multi-mil-

lion dollar question facing the

City Council is whether the cost

of the CCCSO contract, which is

expected to increase signifi-

cantly over the next several

years, is sustainable. To identify

options to address this fiscal

dilemma, Orinda, along with the

cities of Danville and Lafayette,

commissioned the Matrix Con-

sulting Group to conduct a po-

lice services study, which was

outlined to the City Council at a

public workshop on December

7th.

Going forward, the total

cost of the CCCSO contract is

expected to increase consider-

ably due to rising retirement

benefit expenses, but by how

much is unclear. The City has re-

ceived conflicting information

on cost projections for retire-

ment benefits. “We won’t know

exactly what next year’s

[CCCSO contract] retirement

costs until January of 2010,”

stated City Manager Janet

Keeter. 

Local agencies across the

State are wrestling with how to

manage the escalating costs of

funding public employee pen-

sion benefit programs, and some

estimates project pension costs

will double in the next five

years. Orinda resident Carol

Penskar, who serves as the Chair

of the City’s Finance Advisory

Committee, pointed out that,

even with the unknowns, in the

next fiscal year the City will pay

more in retirement benefits to

the CCCSO than in salaries for

the 14 sworn officers dedicated

to Orinda. Given the widespread

challenge posed by rising public

agency pension costs statewide,

Keeter said she expected some

sort of pension reform measure

to be placed before voters in No-

vember.

Orinda’s current cost per

resident for police services, a

budgeted cost of $212 annually,

falls in the mid-range as com-

pared to other local communities

according to the Matrix report.

Compared to its neighbors,

Orinda is on the high end. In

Lafayette, which also contracts

with the CCCSO but has a larger

population, the annual per resi-

dent cost for police services is

$158. In Moraga, which has its

own police department and a sim-

ilar number of residents, police

services cost about $137 a head.

Matrix evaluated the cost

of Orinda maintaining its con-

tract with CCCSO over the next

five years as compared to five

alternative police services deliv-

ery options. With the rising costs

of the County’s retirement bene-

fit structure, Matrix concluded

that staying with the CCCSO

might not be economically vi-

able for the City. Matrix recom-

mended that Orinda further

explore the formation of an

Orinda Police Department or a

partnership with Lafayette

and/or Moraga. Projected cost

estimates for these alternatives

were lower than maintaining the

CCCSO contract, however, the

creation of a new police depart-

ment in Orinda or in combina-

tion with another municipality

would include a number of start-

up costs as well.

The City Council has

planned a follow up workshop to

further discuss the police serv-

ices study on February 3rd at

6:00 p.m.
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David Collins, Orinda

Residential and
Restoration

Painting Services
Meticulous attention to detail
39 years of satisfied customers

Licensed and Insured

925-254-6882

Use Orinda's New Pharmaceutical Disposal
Collection Box
Orinda residents can safely dispose of their unwanted or outdated
medications in the new pharmaceutical disposal collection box 
located at City Hall in the upper level lobby. In addition to the 
disposal collection box, a green plastic recycling bin is available for
recycling empty plastic pill bottles. Unwanted pharmaceuticals
can be dropped off during normal business hours, 
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

D.U.I., 12/12/09  Police noticed a

car weaving between three lanes

on eastbound Highway 24 prior to

St. Stephens at 2:50 in the morn-

ing.  Once the officer flashed his

lights, the driver veered into the

center divide slightly, striking the

median before eventually pulling

off the highway.  Driver had a

blood alcohol level of .163 and

was taking hydrocodone for an

injury.  Label on the hydrocodone

prescription bottle noted: do not

take this with alcohol.  Bad com-

bination that could have killed

someone.

Senior robbery, 12/08/09

Around lunchtime a 74-year-old

suspect walked into BevMo and

swiped two bottles of whiskey

and two cans of Sapporo beer.

Apparently his beverage of

choice is a Boilermaker.  As a

store clerk attempted to stop him,

the elderly gentleman ran into the

clerk’s chest almost knocking

him to the ground.  Suspect was

eventually apprehended at

Orinda BART.

Residential burglary, 12/03/09

An unknown suspect opened an

unlocked car parked in front of a

Via Hermosa residence and took

several undisclosed items.  The

unknown suspect then opened an

unlocked sliding glass door to

the living room of the home and

took several more items.  The

homeowner discovered the miss-

ing items in the morning as he

was getting ready for work.  Es-

timated loss $1648.  Two for two.

Although the “Avoid the 25”

drunk driving crackdown started

Friday, December 18, five drunk

driving arrests were made on the

weekend of December 5 – 6.

One of the drivers happened to

be four months pregnant, had an

open container in the vehicle and

was driving on a suspended li-

cense. The goal of the “Avoid the

25” crackdown, which runs

through January 3, is to reduce or

hopefully eliminate D.U.I. fatal-

ities.  Extra patrols will be on

duty looking specifically for

drunk drivers.  At D.U.I. check-

points all passing cars will be

checked to verify that the driver

is licensed and sober.

City Council Tuesday, January 5, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission Tuesday, January 12, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Art in Public Places Committee    
Monday, January 4, 3:30 pm

May Room, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Mayor's Community Liaison Meeting    
Monday, January 4, 8:15 am

Community Room, City Hall, 22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Orinda: www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce: www.orindachamber.org

Public Meetings

•   Police Report   •

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity.  Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 00313415

For the expert representation you deserve, contact Coldwell Banker, Lamorinda and the Bay Area’s real estate leader. 

C O L D W E L L  B A N K E R californiamoves.com

Wishing you every joy and happiness this holiday 

you for making us your first choice in real estate.

From Our Homes 

to Yours…

Civic
News

Peter & Darlene

Hattersley

100 McMahon Court, Martinez       $949,000

925.360.9588   925.708.9515

New Price!

117 Secluded Place, Lafayette $750,0001310 Creekside Dr. #204, Walnut Creek $448,000

Orinda Roads—Council Tackles How to Fund a $73 Million Fix
By Andrea A. Firth

To bring Orinda’s road sys-

tem to optimum condition

has an estimated five-year price

tag of $73 million according to the

City’s Citizens’ Infrastructure

Oversight Commission (CIOC). 

At the December 15th City

Council meeting the CIOC, a

seven-member commission com-

prised of residents with engineer-

ing and public works expertise,

presented five alternative plans

for rehabilitating the City’s road

and drainage systems. The

CIOC’s strong preference was

that the City pursues a plan to re-

turn all of Orinda’s roads to good

condition. Continuing to maintain

the roads at current spending lev-

els, about $2 million per year, will

leave the residential streets, which

represent 68% of all of Orinda’s

roadways, to turn to gravel ac-

cording to one CIOC member. 

Less expensive, middle-of-

the road alternatives, with five-

year costs between $31 and $38

million, were only minimally ac-

ceptable according to the CIOC.

These plans would maintain the

most traveled streets in the City at

an optimum condition and pre-

vent further deterioration of resi-

dential roads as a whole, but many

residential streets would be left at

substandard levels.

The Total Cost? Earlier

gross estimates of the cost to re-

pair Orinda’s aging road infra-

structure, as presented by the

City’s Revenue Enhancement

Task Force last year, have been as

high as $120 million. Not in-

cluded in the CIOC’s road repair

plan is the cost to upgrade water

pipes that run under the roads,

which the Commission concluded

were owned by and the financial

responsibility of  the East Bay

Municipal Utility District. Resi-

dents Art Haigh and Steve Cohn

strongly encouraged the City

Council to factor the water pipes

into the road repair mix noting

that the upgrades were necessary

and much more cost-effectively

done during road repair.

The CIOC also identified

the ongoing maintenance costs as-

sociated with keeping Orinda’s

roads in optimum condition,

which ranged from $2 million to

$3 million annually for the pre-

ferred and mid-range infrastruc-

ture management options.

How to Fund It. The goal of

the CIOC report was to identify

for the Council a reasonable range

of options to manage the City’s

infrastructure. Where the CIOC

left off and the City’s Finance Ad-

visory Committee (FAC) stepped

in was with how to pay for the in-

frastructure plan. Carol Penskar,

Chair of the FAC, presented an

updated report of revenue options,

and the Council engaged in a dis-

cussion of what tax or combina-

tion of taxes would be most

palatable to Orinda residents. The

Council voted to hire a public

opinion research strategy firm,

FM3, to develop and implement a

community phone poll to assess

the residents’ views about the in-

frastructure problem and how best

to fund fixing it. A draft of the poll

questionnaire regarding infra-

structure plan options and funding

will be presented at the next City

Council meeting on January 5th.

The F.A.I.R Option. Early in

the course of the December 15th

Council meeting, residents Art

Haigh and Steve Cohn, members

of the citizen group F.A.I.R (Fire

and Infrastructure Renewal), re-

quested the Council hear a pres-

entation from their organization.

“Our presentation is about taking

control of our property taxes. We

want to show you how Orinda can

generate $65 million over the next

12 years without compromising

emergency services,” said Haigh.

“The substance is relevant and

important in light of the new taxes

being proposed,” he added. 

F.A.I.R. contends that the

Moraga Orinda Fire District can

be run more cost efficiently and

proposes that a portion of the

MOFD property tax revenues can

then be redirected to address

Orinda’s crumbling roads, storm

drains, and water delivery sys-

tem. MOFD Chief Randy

Bradley was also in attendance

and indicated to the City Council

that the department encouraged a

presentation. F.A.I.R. will give a

Power Point presentation at the

City Council’s next meeting on

January 5th. 

Orinda Evaluates Police Service Options
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda City offices, except police, are closed 

12/24 and 12/25, and 12/28 through 12/31.



“It is a unique project in the

state of California, because it is

coming together through the part-

nership and funding of several agen-

cies,” stated Amy Worth, an Orinda

City Council member and a repre-

sentative to the Contra Costa

County Transit Authority. The $420

million fourth bore project will be

funded through regional, state, and

federal funding sources, including

$123 million in Contra Costa

County Measure J monies and $192

million from the federal stimulus

package. “This project is the largest

recipient of American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act funds in the na-

tion,” stated CalTrans Project Man-

ager Cristina Ferraz, adding that

approximately 7,000 to 8,000 jobs

will be generated by the project.

The addition of the fourth

bore will relieve traffic congestion

in the non-peak direction, elimi-

nate the daily lane-direction rever-

sals of the center bore, improve

travel times, and increase safety

and evacuation access in the case

of an emergency. “On top of all

that, the fourth bore will look very

nice,” stated Ferraz, who also as-

sured community members that

they would continue to receive

clear radio and cell phone trans-

missions (hands-free device re-

quired, of course) as they travel

through the brightly lit tunnel.

A Little History. Work on the

Highway 24 connector between

the Contra Costa and Alameda

counties, through the Berkeley

hills, started almost 140 years ago

in the 1870’s. Public funding for

infrastructure was as hard to come

by then as it can sometimes be

today, and it took until 1903 before

a timber tunnel passageway

opened. The design for two bores

placed on the southern side of the

hill began twenty years later, and

bores one and two opened in 1937

followed by the addition of bore

number three on the north side of

the hill in 1964. Almost a half-cen-

tury later, the construction of a

fourth bore will get underway.

How’s it Done? The 3,389

foot-long tunnel will have 12-foot

lanes, a 10-foot north shoulder, a

two-foot south shoulder, a two-

foot north emergency walkway,

and a three-foot south emergency

walkway. Utilizing a sequential

excavation method, crews working

from both the east and west sides

of the hill will be excavating and

stabilizing small segments of the

tunnel progressing about one to

two meters a day. Situated less

than half a mile from the Hayward

fault, the project has been designed

to withstand a significant seismic

event and will include seven cross

passages to the adjacent tunnel. 

“We will be closing bore

three quite a bit during excava-

tion,” stated a CalTrans construc-

tion manager, however he

explained that these closures

would be conducted between 10

p.m. and 4 a.m. “Traffic impact on

a daily basis will be relatively

small,” he said adding, “there will

never be a full freeway closure

during the project.”

The Noise and Dust! There

will be no blasting at night, and

noise levels will be monitored

throughout the project to ensure

that the noise level is kept down,

according to CalTrans. To control

the dust and dirt, stockpiles of ex-

cavated material will be wet down,

trucks hauling debris will be cov-

ered, truck wheels will be washed,

and local streets swept.

CalTrans will conduct further

community outreach meetings

throughout the project as needed. A

fourth bore website will be up and

running by mid-January. Until then

information about the project can

be accessed at the Cal Trans web-

site, http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/

caldecott/index.html.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:  Wednesday, December 23, 2009 7

Infiniti G37 Coupe

Lease for $349/mo  
for 36 months*
$5,999 initial payment

2009 G37 Coupe RWD Journey and Navigation 
with Premium Package

Infiniti G37 Sedan

Lease for $329/mo  
for 36 months*
$5,999 initial payment

2009 G37 RWD Journey with Premium Package

Infiniti M35

Lease for $469/mo  
for 36 months*
$5,999 initial payment

2009 M35 Sedan with Technology Package

Niello. Matchmaking since 1921.

Niello Infiniti | 1001 Burnett  Ave. Concord CA 94520 | 866.443.1740 | Uniquely Niello
* Not compatible with any Infiniti special Financing. Excludes taxes, title and license. Infiniti G37 Sedan VIN 

#14880 and #14969, Infiniti G37 Coupe VIN #15015, Infiniti M35 VIN #14954. Offer ends 12/31/2009.
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patriciabattersby.com

Patricia Battersby

Real Estate Broker

9252532526

pb@patriciabattersby.com

Ashley Battersby

Real Estate Broker

9252536451

ashley@patriciabattersby.com
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R E A L  E S T A T E

Trash Rates Likely to Rise
By Andrea A. Firth

The Central Costa County

Solid Waste Authority

(CCCSWA), the body that deter-

mines how much residents pay for

the disposal of their trash and recy-

cling, will adopt new rates in Janu-

ary and an increase in fees charged

to Orinda residents and businesses

is likely. The recommended rate ad-

justment is a 2.4% increase for

Orinda residents and a 3.6% in-

crease for Orinda’s commercial

customers. Vice Mayor Victoria

Smith and Council Member Steve

Glazer serve as representatives to

the CCCSWA Board. 

A commercial food waste pro-

gram, sponsored by the CCCSWA,

is geared to begin later in 2010 and

will enable local restaurants and

food stores to recycle food waste in

the same way that residents use their

own green bins. The goal of the

CCCSWA Board is to get the most

diversion of waste from landfills

possible, explained Smith. “Un-

funded” state mandates require cities

to divert 50% of the waste generated

by residential and commercial cus-

tomers away from landfills but pro-

vide no financial resources to make

this happen. The CCCSWA has part-

nered with Allied Waste Manage-

ment and East Bay Municipal Utility

District (EBMUD) in the commer-

cial food waste program that is de-

signed to “digest” food waste, which

represents 19% of all commercial

waste, in a process that captures the

methane produced by the waste and

pipes the energy into the EBMUD

plant and grid.

Caldecott Tunnel Fourth Bore to Get Underway
... continued from page 1

Projected new bore Graphic courtesy of CalTrans

“In 11 weeks I went from over 30% body fat to
16% body fat.”

I knew I’d reached a critical point when my scale regis-
tered a weight I hadn’t seen since I was pregnant.    My
excuse had been a new job – lots of stress and long
hours.  Instead of calming down after work through 
exercise, I was coming home late, and de-stressing with
a drink and food.   Living Lean helped me take control,
and get back on-track fast.  I started seeing results after
one week.  The personal attention and accountability
made the difference for me in sticking with the program.
I felt so supported and encouraged by my trainers and
Sheena.  The measureable results motivated me to work
hard and actually look forward to being weighed and
measured each week.   I lost weight, and cut my per-
centage of body fat almost in half – in 11 weeks I went
from over 30% body fat to 16% body fat.  Before Living
Lean, I would stand in front my full closet with nothing
to wear because my clothes were too tight, or didn’t fit
at all.  Now I can look in my closet and pick out any 
outfit I want – even my “skinny” clothes!   I feel healthier,
stronger, and happier.  Other benefits I experienced 
include better posture, better sleep, and more energy.  
I can sincerely recommend Living Lean to anyone ready
to take charge of their body.

Emily Gorin.

Emily Gorin

Studios in Orinda & Montclair Village.
New location in Moraga.
Call Sheena to get on the waiting list.

(925) 360-7051
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•   LAMORINDA Community •

Worshipping at St. Mary’s College Chapel. All are welcome at our services.
9 a.m. Sunday Service: Holy Communion - with St. Giles' Choir.

Child care is available all year.
1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga. 925-376-5770

St. Giles Episcopal Church of Moraga

Lamorinda’s
Religious  Services

Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
express views of the writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 

All published letters will include the writer's name and town (please give us your phone number for 
verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.  

email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;    Regular mail:     Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way, Orinda (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F:  11 am- 5 pm
(across from the Orinda Theater)

www.christianscienceorinda.org

1675-1689 School Street, Moraga
www.willowspringchurch.org 

(925) 376-3550

Sunday Service Times:
Prayer @ 8am, Traditional @ 9am, Contemporary @ 10:30am, 

Services for youth and children after worship during the 10:30am service

Willow
Spring
Church

Dear Editor,

As a 45 year resident of Moraga, my husband and I have supported

the Rheem and Orinda Theaters, by going to the movies they have

shown.

Now there is a chance, they will close due to lack of attendance.

What I would like to know, is how anyone aside from locals even

knows of their existence?  There is no listing of the theaters along

with listings of other theaters in the newspapers. Theaters can not

rely on local attendance alone.

Pay to have your theaters listed, and I am sure attendance will im-

prove. At least people will not have to call, as we have done, to see

if you are open, or have to drive by to see what is being shown.

Just a thought.

Sydney L. Brown

Moraga

Editor:

I was disappointed to see the light tone with which you reported a

citation for an 18 year old who hosted a party with alcohol.  It has

been only a few weeks since your newspaper reported the latest in

the sad story of the Orinda boy who died at a party just like that

one.  A 18 year old having the run of the house to serve alcohol to

other 18 year olds is not funny.  I'm not approaching this from some

sort of uptight puritanical point of view.  I'm strictly concerned

about the risks of serious injury or death to those kids, and the road

safety risks to which they and their parents exposed the rest of us.

Your writer should save the levity for other events.

Tony Rodriguez 

Moraga

Editor:

As a member of the Board of the Hacienda Foundation of Moraga,

I am very pleased to learn that the Town Council has initiated ac-

tion to remove the corporation yard – and eventually other town

offices -- from the Hacienda grounds.  This relocation of the Town’s

unsightly garbage dumpsters, trucks, and maintenance equipment

from Hacienda grounds is essential to the Foundation’s goal to En-

hance, Protect, and Preserve the Hacienda as a treasured recre-

ational asset for future generations or Moragans.

Removing the corporation yard from the Hacienda grounds will:

• Remove this eye sore from the beautiful Hacienda grounds. 

• Provide much needed access to the Hacienda from Moraga Road. 

• Supplement the currently inadequate parking within the Hacienda 

grounds. 

• Vastly improve access to the Hacienda’s Pavilion facility – 

including access for people with disabilities. 

• Make it possible to book two or more summer weddings at a 

time – and allow Moraga recreation to increase rental income 

to offset maintenance costs. 

• Make way, finally, for initiation of the Hacienda plan to create 

a thriving Community Center for residents.

Since the Town Council’s action, the Moraga blogosphere has been

charged with questions about the acquiring the building and

grounds at 331 Rheem Blvd. for the new corporation yard.

While it is true that Moraga’s budget – like your budget and mine

– is under stress, let’s take a look at some facts:

• When moved  to Hacienda grounds in the 1980’s, town offices 

and the corporation yard were to have been “temporary” tenants. 

The opportunity to find a permanent solution is long overdue.

• The prior tenant of the 331 Rheem Blvd. property extensively 

renovated the buildings, offices, communications, etc. to the 

light industrial standard appropriate for a corporation yard.  The

Town is now doing its due diligence to assure it is suitable for 

Town use.

• The financing plan for the 331 Rheem property involves selling

off unused Town real estate.  Mostly, it is an asset swap, selling

off nonproductive Town assets to buy productive ones that are 

much needed.

• A “bridge loan” will permit going ahead with the asset purchase

and needed renovations at the Town offices at 329 Rheem.

• Developing a Town corporation yard at any other site would 

surely cost more than the purchase of 331 Rheem. Alternative 

sites are not available.  Any alternative plan would involve very

expensive green-field development. 

• The overwhelmingly well attended 2009 Cinco de Mayo and 

Oktoberfest events at the Hacienda clearly demonstrate that 

greater access to Hacienda buildings and grounds is something 

the residents need and will support.

I encourage everybody to take a close look at this opportunity that

is not likely to be available again.  In my view, it is a great chance

to move forward with recreation, good government, and sound fi-

nancing at the same time.

Bob Reynolds 

Moraga

Editor:

I was mildly amused by the comments made by Ms. Caroline Wood

regarding dog parks. Ms. Wood would be well-advised to gather

some more facts about this subject. 

First, the City of Baltimore operated an off-leash dog park and was

fined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for

having fecal bacteria counts in the dog park soil several thousand

percent above acceptable levels. The poor taxpayers of the City of

Baltimore were fined many thousands of dollars for this unforeseen

problem. 

Second, Ms. Wood neglects to consider the tremendous liability ex-

posure on property owners from unprovoked dog attacks and dog

bites. Perhaps Ms. Wood has an idea on how to indemnify the Bruz-

zone family from this liability. 

Finally, there is the novel progressive political philosophy of sug-

gesting or invoking eminent domain to seize/use private property

for the public good. My suggestion to Ms. Wood would be that she

volunteer to use her own private property as a pilot program for a

dog park and report back to all of us about her findings.

By the way, I own a lovely golden retriever whose only loyalty is

to his food bowl and a kind word.

Dennis Wanken

Moraga

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, Orinda, 254-3422

8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 p.m. Joy to the World (Children's Christmas Pageant)
6:00 p.m. The First Noel (Candlelight Communion Service)
10:00 p.m. Silent Night (Candlelight Communion Service)

Childcare at the 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Services

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing

Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than

the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the

Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our

Public Forum section.  

Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the

Public Forum. 

Public Forum JOIN IT

If you would like your services listed, please email to 
info@lamorindaweekly.com or call 925-377-0977. 

A one inch listing will cost $20.

Events:  calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories:  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Opinion:  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Please
submit:

The Orinda 

Community 

Church 
10 Irwin Way, Orinda, CA    925.254.4906 

www.orindachurch.org 

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here!” 

 
Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  

Christmas Eve at Orinda Community Church
Family Candle Light Service , December 24, 5:30 p.m.

Walk the Labyrinth
Saturday & Monday through Wednesday 

Dec. 26, 28, 29 & 30, 3-6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

DON’T GET CAUGHT WITH YOUR FURNACE DOWN!

Local 104 Union Shop (925) 676-2103

CASH & INCENTIVES UP TO $2,225 WHEN YOU INSTALL A NEW HIGH
EFFICIENCY HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM THROUGH 12/31/2009

DON’T WAIT - START SAVING $$ ON YOUR UTILITY BILL NOW!
6 Months Same as Cash (See Dealer for Details)

www.ACSystemsInc.com i License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

79
FURNACE

MAINTENANCE
with this coupon
Expires 12/31/2009. Call for details.

$

FREEESTIMATES ONINSTALLATIONS

Shannon Hoffman hair stylist is
now at Salon Cartier! She is offering
50% off color/cuts 1st time
clients to the salon  men/women  

925-939-7425
2400 Olympic Blvd., # 4 • Walnut Creek

Eva Timak
European Skin Care

professional waxing

286 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette

925.588.1015

www.evatimak.com

SONOS 

Handbell

Ensemble

CONCERT

4 pm Jan 3

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette

283-3722  •  www.oslc.net 
Sunday Morning Schedule:
Classic Worship, 8:30 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:45 am 
December 27: ONE service 9:30 am



I’m so glad that my last column

of the year will appear in mid-

December, because I love to chat

about year-end tax planning ideas!

As you know, I try to uncover a

few unusual ideas and angles

about things you already have

heard a lot about.  This year will

possibly provide us with the most

atypical year-end tax planning

ideas for the decade.  So here they

are:

1) My first column of 2010

will be devoted to Roth IRA con-

versions because as of January 1st

2010 the current limit of Adjusted

Gross Income (AGI) at $100,000

will be permanently repealed.  But

THIS year there are still a couple

of ideas to think about.  First is the

notion that your AGI for 2009 may

actually be under $100,000.  Ex-

amples:  Those of you who are re-

tired weren’t required to take an

RMD for the year, with high un-

employment many have experi-

enced reduced taxable wage or

self-employment income, and very

few of you will be posting any tax-

able capital gains on your tax re-

turns.  So you may want to quickly

explore with your tax advisor the

idea of pulling some money out of

your traditional IRA(s) this year

and converting those to Roth IRAs

before the end of the year.  This

would be an especially good idea

if you anticipate you’ll have nega-

tive taxable income.  Having low

income and a high deductions such

as a mortgage is the most frequent

example of this type of phenome-

non.

2) If you are thinking that next

year could also be a very low tax-

able income year for you, think

about moving funds from your

regular IRA to a Roth first thing in

January.  While investment mar-

kets have certainly recovered, they

are still down quite a bit from their

highs.  Moving the funds at the be-

ginning of the year could be a good

strategy as that might accelerate

the growth in the Roth.   If you

over contribute, you have time to

move the funds back to your regu-

lar IRA.  A lot to discuss about the

mechanics of Roth’s which I hope

to cover in my next column.

Meanwhile, I recommend you

consult with your tax and financial

advisors.  One cautionary note:

Every advisor I know recommends

you only do a conversion if you

have additional money OUTSIDE

your IRA/Roth IRA with which to

pay the taxes.

3) For those who are experi-

encing a low income year, try to

defer any deductible expenses until

next year when hopefully your in-

come will increase.  Don’t prepay

property taxes, an extra mortgage

payment and the like because

those deductions may be far more

powerful next year, especially if

Congress raises rates to help with

the ever increasing deficit.

4) If you were aggressive about

harvesting losses last year and ear-

lier this year in your portfolios, you

probably have a sizable capital loss

carry forward.  If your holdings are

recovering well, and in fact some

have gains, why not lock in those

gains by selling assets this year be-

fore the end of the year and then

buying them right back?  There are

NO WASH SALE RULES when

it comes to selling assets for a

profit.  So if you sell, create gain,

offset prior year losses against that

gain, and create a higher basis for

yourself, that might stand you in

very good stead when you sell

these assets in future years in a

possibly more hostile, higher cap-

ital gains tax environment.    BE

VERY CAREFUL that you know

for SURE that you have losses ei-

ther from prior years that you are

carrying forward and/or from ear-

lier this year.  Check with your tax

advisor to run some double checks

on this.  And to be sure you aren’t

running into any AMT (alternative

minimum tax) problems.  And of

course factor in trading costs.

5) We live in a very charitable

community.  If you are about to do

year end gifting, think through

which assets you will be giving.  If

you have the opportunity to gift

appreciated securities, be careful to

pick those with the lowest basis.

For example, if you have owned a

stock for many years and have

been reinvesting dividends, you

should consider gifting those

shares with the lowest basis.  With

reinvested dividends having

spanned some up years in the mar-

ket and some down years, pick

those that were invested in years

when stocks were least expensive

and keep the others.  You will need

to do this “Specific Identification

Method” with the firm that custo-

dians your assets so that they know

which you are gifting and which

you are not.  Otherwise, they might

use an average cost basis account-

ing method which may not be in

your best interests.  Your favorite

charities don’t care about low basis

--- qualified charities pay no taxes

on the sale.  Good for you and

good for them! 

Wishing everyone a wonder-

ful holiday!  Let’s hope the only

coal in our stockings is due to the

improving economy and that it all

turns into diamonds!  Cheers! 

Living Lean Partners with Moraga-based Star Pilates

www.thelivingleanprogram.com 

A few years ago, Sheena Lakhotia created “Living Lean,” a fully

customizable nutrition and exercise program.  She developed her

business by partnering with local restaurants and food businesses to

provide her customers and others with balanced nutrition on-the- go.

She has now established a partnership with Miles Morsey, owner of

Star Pilates in Moraga.  “The new location will provide convenience

for Moraga residents and will allow me to train them on the Pilates

reformer, which is a great complement to the strength cardiovascu-

lar workouts and yoga that we are currently offering. Optimal fitness

requires variety, challenge, and consistency.  Convenience and a

complete repertoire are important for success,” says Lakhotia.  The

original Living Lean trainers will be working in all three locations,

the two studios in Orinda and at Morsey’s studio, 1460 Moraga

Road.  The studio is open 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday,

and 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Mt. Diablo Business Women Networking Dinner

The next networking dinner will be held on Thursday Jan. 14, 2010.

The guest speaker will be Mary Jane Ryan on, "This year, I

will...How to Change a Habit, Keep a Resolution or Make a Dream

Come True." The event will run from 5:45 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at

the Lafayette Park Hotel, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. For in-

formation and registration please contact www.mtdiablobusiness-

women.org Registration required by noon on Jan 11th, no walk-ins.

Closed: Kopitiam in Lafayette 

3647, Mt Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

It seems like only a few months ago we talked in this column of Ko-

pitiam, the Singaporean restaurant located next to Trader Joe’s.  The

light and tasty food was a favorite of many residents, but the owner

had to close his business.  In its place, a new Lava Pit Hawaiian Grill

is scheduled to open soon. Lava Pit is also at Theater Square in

Orinda. 

Time to Nominate the Lafayette Green Award

The Lafayette Green Awards will recognize outstanding efforts dur-

ing 2009 that have contributed to a more sustainable community and

helped the city achieve its environmental goals. Winners will be an-

nounced in April, in conjunction with Earth Day 2010. Up to ten

awards will be given across five different categories: residents, busi-

nesses, schools, community organizations, and builders.   This year,

the nominating period begins on January 1st and ends on February

28th. Nominations can be made by any Lafayette resident or organ-

ization with a Lafayette address. You can nominate yourself or an-

other person or organization.   Winners will be selected during March

by the city's Environmental Task Force.  For more information or to

see last year's winners:

http://www.sustainablelafayette.net/greenawards/.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette 

Chamber Office closes for the holidays:  “The Lafayette Chamber of

Commerce is here for YOU!” says Chamber CEO Jay Lifson, “but

beginning at noon on Wednesday, December 23, we won't be here for

you. We will be hibernating until Monday, January 4, 2010.  Happy

Holidays to our members and our friends!”

Moraga

Check out the new Chamber website with modernized graphics and

improved functions at www.moragachamber.org. Grant Stubblefield,

of Community Marketing Group, and Lynn McAuliffe, of Champagne

Design, both Chamber members, worked cooperatively on the site. 

Orinda 

Mark your calendar for a new event in Orinda. On Friday, March

5th:  "Live at the Orinda," the Chamber of Commerce presents a

champagne-splashed evening of live professional comedy in con-

junction with Tommy T's Comedy House of Pleasanton, and the

Lamorinda Film and Entertainment Foundation. 
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Lose 15 to 60 pounds in 12 weeks!
Physician-Supervised Weight Loss • Dietary Guidance

Safe and Effective Medication • Long Term Weight Management

925-287-8777 •  www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Walnut Creek
710 S. Broadway, Suite 110

San Ramon
2333 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Suite 175

Jumpstart  Your Weight Loss

business
briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please contact 
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell Nursery

Wishing you a Blessed
Holiday Season and a

Very Happy 
New Year!

Lafayette’s New Business Person of  The Year
By Sophie Braccini

Twenty years ago the

Lafayette Chamber of Com-

merce elected its first businessper-

son of the year.  Ed Stokes, founder

of Diablo Foods, was the first nom-

inee.  This year, the Chamber de-

cided to honor once more the vet-

eran businessman who remains ac-

tive at the helm of one of the last

independent grocery stores in the

area.  Ed Stokes is once again, and

to his amazement, Lafayette Busi-

ness Person of the Year.

“I was shocked when I heard

it,” says Stokes, “I am part of the Ad-

visory Board of the Chamber that

nominates the candidates and I had

no idea that my colleagues had been

conspiring to elect me.”  In his office

above the store where he comes to

work every day, the plaques dis-

played on the walls are the testi-

monies of his generosity.  They read

“Founding Sponsor of The Lafayette

Jazz Festival,” “Acalanes Friend of

Education,” “Generous Rotarian,”

“Lafayette Honorary Mayor.” These

signs explain the popularity and the

success of Stokes and his family.

“We have to give back to the com-

munity where we live,” says Stokes,

who has been a Lafayette resident

for 40 years, “our profits are spent

and re-invested here.”  Stokes was

also Citizen of the Year. He is a past

President of the Chamber of Com-

merce, the Rotary Club and Town

Hall Theater.

Stokes, who is now helped by

two of his children and one grand-

child, does not plan to retire soon.

“I am only 87,” he says, “I enjoy

coming to work every morning and

keeping an eye on everything.”

Stokes’ recipe for success is work-

ing because, despite a difficult

economy, Diablo Foods reports

over 4% growth for 2009.  The

storeowner believes that this is the

result of the excellent work of each

of his department managers who

run their own operations, the qual-

ity and diversity of his products, the

reasonable pricing, and the excel-

lent customer service.  Innovative

elements such as the new local fruit

and vegetable stand contribute to

the growth of the business as well.

With a first great-grandchild

on the way, Stokes’ perspective is

definitely set on the future. “We will

keep the business for years to

come,” he promises.  A dinner to

celebrate Stokes will be held at the

Lafayette Park Hotel on January 22.

Lafayette’s new Mayor, Brandt An-

dersson, will present the State of the

City Address during the evening.

Ed Stokes poses in his store by a picture of himself taken 20 years ago,
when he first received the Business Person of the Year Award

Photo Sophie Braccini

3643-D Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
925-299-6900  fax 925-299-6922 

www.elmwoodstationers.com

Located between Trader Joe’s and Post Office

NOW OPEN IN LAFAYETTE

Lynn’s Top Five
Tax Tips Roasting on an Open Fire...
By Lynn Ballou, EA, CFP

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Planner
(CFP) and co-owner of Ballou Plum Wealth
Advisors, LLC, a Registered Investment Ad-
visory (RIA) firm in Lafayette.  Lynn is also a
Registered Principal and Branch Manager
with LPL Financial (LPL).  As such, she is re-
quired by securities regulations to add the
following information to this column:  The
opinions voiced in this material are for gen-
eral information only and not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendation
for any individual.  Securities offered
through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.
Reach Lynn Ballou at
lynn@ballouplum.com
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For Your Home and Garden

For Your Pets

For You

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com 

www.AllFurLovePetCare.com

bonded & insured

Daily Pet Visits while You’re away
Mid-Day Dog Walks
Barb Pensky, Orinda owner

ALL FUR LOVE PET CARE

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup

Spring Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding

Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience

Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

*restrictions apply

DANCE DANCE DANCE

FREE class coupon at: 
www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Orinda, San Ramon 
& Walnut Creek

NO PARTNER 
REQUIRED!

On-going classes 
open to all ages.

415-505-3536

Salsa dance classes
with Tomaj

Make Your Deck Look New
•  Deck Refinishing & Repairs

•  Deck Construction (wood & composite)

REDWOOD RESTORATION PROFESSIONALS

Serving Lamorinda since 1997

925-686-6802
finelinerenovation@sbcglobal.net

Lic. #616550 Bonded & Insured

Offer your Services on  
www.LamorindaServiceDirectory.com

Standard Rates (printed and online):
1x 6x 12x 26x

Blk&white: $45 $40 $35 $30
One color: $55 $50 $45 $40
Full color: $60 $55 $50 $45

design included, restrictions may apply

Call 925-377-0977

We now have a partnership with a web design firm
and we can offer a complete website as 

part of your advertising package.   
(Print + online + website starting @ $199/month)

925-377-0977

Need a website?
Need to update your website?

Need traffic?

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Woodworking, Electical, Audio, 
Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and    

more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

Design  • Renovation
Construction

510.681.7100  •  www.taylorsnailors.com

Cabinet Modifications
We can alter or modify most cabinetry, while still
utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

• Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s
• Oversized, built-in Refrigerators
• Redesigns/Alterations

We can also help with home/office/entertainment, 
custom cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings,
baseboards, new doors or mantels.

925.827.1093
Paul Kephart www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork 
Contractor #598395

Lamorinda

House Call Vet
"Compassionate Pet Care, At Your Door Steps"

Services limited to wellness
pet care, vaccines and 

humane euthanasia in the
comfort of their own bed

lamorindavet@gmail.com
Call 925-708-5638

Helping you to train your puppy or dog.
No time to train?  
Don’t feel guilty.
Let me do it for you.
Please visit 
www.italkdog.com
for more information and other services.

Denise Collins, Training Coach

925-285-9194

I Talk Dog

Not to be missed Not to be missed
ART

Moraga Art Gallery's group

show, "Pitchers, Pictures and Lotsa

Bling" featuring the work of potter

Donna Arganbright and painter Bob

Wahrhaftig, will run through Janu-

ary 9, 2010. 

The new group show, "Three Con-

tinents," featuring local artists

showing watercolor, acrylic and oil

paintings, ceramics, photography,

mixed media, jewelry and glass de-

signs, begins January12, followed

by an Opening Reception, 3:00-

5:00 p.m., January 23, and will run

through March 14, 2010. It will fea-

ture the work of 2 Moraga artists,

Leslie Swartz and Mariann

Mortensen. Moraga Art Gallery is

located at 570 Center St, Rheem

Valley Shopping Center/next to

CVS Drugs in Moraga. Open Tues-

day - Sunday, 12-5 p.m. (925) 376-

5407.

Hearst Gallery presents Ralph

Borge: 

A Symbolic Realist and His Circle,

January 17 - March 14, 2010. A ret-

rospective exhibition by California

College of the Arts beloved master

professor of painting and drawing,

Ralph Borge (1921 - 2009), includ-

ing a selection of works by some of

his most noted former students.

Opening Day Events: Sunday, Jan-

uary 17, 2-3 p.m. Panel discussion,

moderated by Vincent Perez, with

Philip Linhares, chief curator, Oak-

land Museum of California,

Richard McLean, Jack Mendenhall,

and Borge’s son, Jason. Reception

following, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.,

with Martha Borge and many of the

other artists in attendance. Musi-

cians Julian Smedley and Michelé

Borge, daughter of the artist, will

perform during the reception. The

Hearst Gallery is located at Saint

Mary’s College, 1928 Saint Mary's

Road, Moraga. The building is di-

rectly behind the Chapel. Hours:

Wednesday through Sunday, 11

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Suggested admis-

sion donation: $3. The Opening Re-

ception is free.

The Lafayette Gallery is pleased

to announce the opening of our new

winter show “Treasures from the

Heart,” which focuses on distinc-

tive gifts for the special people in

your life. "Treasures from the

Heart" will be on display from Jan-

uary 5 to March 6, 2010. The

Gallery is open from 11:00 to 5:00

from Tuesday through Saturday.

You are warmly invited to a Cham-

pagne and Chocolate Reception on

Friday, January 29th, from 6:30 to

8:30 pm. Lafayette Gallery, located

at 50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette.

Gallery hours Tuesday-Saturday 11

AM – 5 PM. Phone (925) 284-

2788. www.lafayettegallery.net.

THEATRE

Rip Van Winkle will be presented

at LeFevre Theatre in January. Au-

diences, young or old, will delight

in this entertaining story, written in

1820 by Washington Irving and

adapted for the stage by SMC Pro-

fessor Michael Cook. Find out

where Rip goes, why he is gone for

so long, and what happens upon his

return to his village. The short story

is elaborated into a full one-hour of

children-focused entertainment.

When: Wednesday, January 27, at 7

p.m. and Thursday, January 28, at 4

p.m. Where: LeFevre Theatre, Saint

Mary's College of California, 1928

St. Mary's Rd., Moraga. Ticket

Price: $8.00

Tickets and information: For infor-

mation, please call (925) 631-4670

or e-mail scahill@stmarys-ca.edu.

California Independent Film

Festival screens "One Flew Over

the Cuckoo's Nest," Jan 16th, 2010,

7 PM, Orinda Theatre. Q&A with

Oscar winner Louise Fletcher

(Nurse Ratched). General Admis-

sion: $20; Seniors & Students: $15;

$125 Movie, Q&A & VIP Recep-

tion. Tickets available at Orinda &

Rheem Theatres and www.caiff.org

or call (925) 277-1355 for info.

LITERATURE

Contra Costa County Library

Holiday Schedule and Closures.

Due to County budget cuts and hol-

idays, all Contra Costa County Li-

brary locations will be closed from

Wednesday, December 23 through

Sunday, December 27 and from

Thursday, December 31 through

Sunday, January 3. During the clo-

sure, all book drops will be closed.

To lessen the inconvenience for li-

brary customers, no books will be

due and no fines will be imposed

between December 19 and January

4. All locations will reopen with

regular hours on Monday, January

4. The Contra Costa County Li-

brary website (ccclib.org) will re-

main open during the closures so

that customers can continue to ac-

cess online services such as down-

loadable audiobooks, eBooks, and

electronic articles and will be able

to place holds.

Book Club Meeting: The Orinda

Books - 2nd Wednesday Book

Group will read and discuss The

White Tiger by Aravind Adiga.

They meet monthly at Orinda

Books, 276 Village Square, and

welcome new members. The next

meeting is Wednesday, January

13th at 3pm. (925) 254-7606.

Book Club Meeting: The World

Affairs Book Group will discuss

The Heartless Stone: A Journey

Through the World of Diamonds by

Tom Zoellner. They meet bi-

monthly at Orinda Books, 276 Vil-

lage Square, and welcome new

members. The next meeting is

Tuesday, January 19th at 3 pm.

(925) 254-7606.

KIDS & PARENTS

Parent Education Night: When

things go “haywire” even with par-

ents’ best intentions. Wednesday,

February 3, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. –

9:30 p.m. 66 St. Stephen’s Drive,

Orinda. Youth and young adult ex-

perts: Dr. Francis Bartolomeo, Jack

Kline and Karen Fitzhugh from

CRC Health Group will talk in a

panel format on helping our youth

manage stress and issues that can

result in unhealthy behavior.

Free/No cost to attend. No reserva-

tions needed. Phone: 254-3770;

email:office@ststephensorinda.org;

website:www.ststephensorinda.org.

Roughing It Day Camp Show &

Tour: January 18th @3:00 PM, lo-

cated at 1010 Oak Hill Road,

Lafayette CA 94549. Free. Whole

Family Welcome. Snacks & re-

freshments provided.

OTHER

Health Medicine Forum (HMF)

hosts “Emotional Wellness: Letting

Go,” the 6th event of the Rethink-

ing Wellness Series, at the Lesher

Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek

on Tuesday, January 26th. Presen-

tations begin at 7:15 pm. Opportu-

nity to network and meet the speak-

ers before and after the

presentations. Tickets: $5 Students

and Seniors / $10 Health Medicine

Forum members/ $15 Advance

(non-HMF members) / $20 at the

door (non-HMF members) Tickets

may be purchased at the box office,

over the phone or on the website:

www.lesherartscenter.org.  Box Of-

fice: (925) 943-7469 ((925) 943-

SHOW).

Strokes – Are You or a Loved

One At Risk? Harvey Brosler,

Contra Costa County Stroke Sup-

port Group. One of the three most

common killers is a stroke. Learn

what causes a stroke and how to

recognize when a stroke is happen-

ing so that you or your family

member can avoid some of the dev-

astating effects. The discussion will

also include some tips on control-

ling diabetes and comments about

heart disease. Mr. Brosler will

speak from personal experience as

well as a facilitator of the Contra

Costa County Stroke Support

Group. Tues, Jan 26, 10:30 - Noon.

Lafayette Senior Services, 500

Saint Mary’s Road, Lafayette. All

event/programs $1 Members/ $3

Non-Members. Please call 284-

5050 to reserve a spot.

CLUBS

Sons In Retirement Lamorinda

Branch 171 meets first Wednesday

monthly at Holy Trinity Culture

Center 1700 School St. Moraga.

Social hour 11:00 am, lunch at

12:00 pm. The after-lunch speaker

will be Bud MacKenzie, the

founder of Trust in Education

which provides health care, educa-

tion and economic development

programs in Afghanistan. For de-

tails and membership information,

call Larry at (925) 631-9528.

Montelindo Club general meet-

ing and speakers, third Friday of the

month, September through May,

Orinda Community Church, #10

Irwin Way, Orinda. Refreshments

and plant sale at 9 a.m., meeting at

9:30, speaker at 10:30. The meeting

is free and welcomes guests and

new members. Web Site:

www.montelindogarden.com.

Email contact: montelindogar-

den@aol.com. The speaker for the

January 15th meeting will be Neal

Richmond, a garden judge and for-

mer president of the NorCal

Daylilly Group, who will speak

about "Daylillies."

Rheem 
Theater
350 Park Street
Moraga
( 988-3411

All seats all shows $6.00 before 6 pm Now serving popcorn!

Orinda Theatre
2 Theatre Square
Orinda
925-254-9060

For exact dates & times both theaters:
www.rheemtheatre.com

An investment that’s

easy to grasp,
and Wall Street-free.

YEAR-TO-DATE COMPOUNDED YIELD:*

ACTUAL RETURNS MAY VARY

PAID MONTHLY
no fund fees. locally managed.

Please call for information about
our upcoming seminars in Berkeley,

Lafayette and Los Altos

Los Altos Office

650.559.5601
Mark Feathers

Berkeley Office

510.981.8278
Jeff Pineda

Lafayette Office

925.283.2500
Peter Eberle

Fund participation is limited to California residents who meet certain income and
net worth standards. Minimum investment is $25,000 with substantial restrictions on
withdrawal. An investment in the Fund is subject to certain risks which are outlined
in the Fund’s Offering Circular. Please contact the Fund Manager for an Offering
Circular and review the Offering Circular before investing.

 7.5

 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) represents the annualized return on fund members’ 

 compounded earnings from January 1, 2009 through November 30, 2009. Stated 

 APY could include the waiver of profits otherwise payable to the fund’s manager. The 

 manager has no obligation to waive profits in the future. No APY or preferred return is 

 guaranteed and past performance is no indication of future results.

 *

 APY

 %

Jellies by Leslie Swartz

AVATAR

IT’S COMPLICATED
Opens Dec 25th

SHERLOCK HOLMES- 
Opens Dec 25th

THE PRINCESS AND 

THE FROG

ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS:

THE SQUEAKUEL 

SHERLOCK HOLMES- 
Opens Dec 25th

IT’S COMPLICATED
Opens Dec 25th
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Jeff Wendt, Judy Dinkle, and

Kathy Kovell agree, 2010 will be

a good year for their construction

businesses in Lamorinda.  The three

contractors specialize  in remodeling;

a large majority of their business is

done locally and their perspective for

2010 is very good.  The outlook is

not quite as optimistic for the new-

home builders in Lamorinda, in sync

with the Builders’ Association’s pre-

diction of a mild recovery in 2010.

As for realtors, they are conscious of

operating in a protected market, and

even if they do not expect a boom in

2010, they believe that the market

will stay stable with a healthy de-

mand for homes priced at less than

one million dollars. 

There are projects in the

pipeline for new construction in

Lamorinda, but according to Orinda

Planning Director Emmanuel Ursu,

it appears that developers are getting

things in order and approved, but are

waiting for the economy to pick-up

before breaking ground.  “In Orinda,

the 245-home Wilder project should

break ground with a private pool and

recreation center, and according to

the Development Agreement, they

should construct two new public ball

fields,” said Ursu, who adds that if

the economy gets better, Orinda

could see the start of the Orinda

Grove project, a 73-unit residential

project, and several others including

senior housing developments.  

“We’ve seen a 35% drop in the

number of planning and building ap-

plications during the first semester of

2009,” said Ursu, “and I do not ex-

pect activity to really pick up before

the mid to end of 2010.” 

In Moraga, Planning Director

Lori Salamack sees potential on the

2010 horizon as well.  “The 123-

home Palos Colorados development

should start grading of the property in

2010,” said Salamack, “and other

projects such as the 20-dwelling-units

per acre zone in the Town Center, or

the 67 approved lots in the Country

Club, could start being developed,

economic conditions permitting.” 

Builders of new homes may be

hesitant for good reason, since local

real estate professionals report that

sales of expensive homes continue to

be sluggish, while in turn, the market

for homes priced at less than a mil-

lion dollars stays active. “Growth is

in the under $1million market,” says

Keith Miller, Manager of the Contra

Costa Pacific Union Real Estate Of-

fice, “as long as the schools’ scores

in Lamorinda remain the same we’ll

have a demand.”  For Miller, one dif-

ficulty is that sellers still expect their

homes to be valued at the level they

reached four years ago. 

“We’ve seen a build-up of in-

ventory that has dragged the prices a

bit down,” says Ben Olsen, a realtor

with Village Associates, “but they

have now stabilized.”  According to

Olsen the average time on the market

is now 30 days, and the selling price

varies around 2% of the asking price.

Elena Hood, Coldwell Banker, agrees

that the difficulty is in the higher end

market.  “Homes over one million are

under pressure because banks are ret-

icent to lend,” says Hood, “they make

the process longer and sellers are hes-

itant because the market is low.”  

Neither building nor buying,

many Lamorindans continue to pro-

vide work for local contractors, or at

least for the ones who have survived.

“The bad economy has weeded out

some not-so-good contractors, so the

ones who are left have good per-

spectives for 2010,” says Kunz.  He

reports that his company, KW

Builders Inc., had a good year in

2009 and expects that more people

will want to remodel in 2010, taking

advantage of lower labor costs.  

Dinkle, and her JD Design

Company, have an optimistic per-

spective as well.  She reports more

projects slated for 2010 than she usu-

ally has at this time of the year.  Con-

trary to others who see more smaller

projects, she envisions larger devel-

opments next year.  

Big Red Construction’s Kovell

sees fewer people doing larger jobs

or people buying older homes and re-

modeling them.  She also says 2009

was a good year,  and that 2010

promises to be so busy that she re-

cently hired two new employees.

Whether they remodel, build

new, buy or sell, Lamorindans may

have new opportunities in 2010.

“Everybody has cut back so much

that now there is a light at the end of

the tunnel,” says Cheryl O’Connor,

Acting CEO of the Home Builders

Association in San Ramon,  “lenders

are more conservative, but mortgage

financing is getting better, and af-

fordability levels have never been as

good, which makes for great oppor-

tunities.” 
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

Lamorinda Home Sales continued
LAFAYETTE     Last reported: 7

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $560,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,259,000

MORAGA Last reported: 5

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $590,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $836,000

ORINDA Last reported: 6

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $750,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,822,000

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information
company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information
shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight

weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from public county
records and is provided to us by California REsource.  
Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3210 Glenside Drive, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2412 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-25-09

3500 Hamlin Road, $1,259,000, 3 Bdrms, 2585 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-18-09

3495 Moraga Boulevard, $940,000, 3 Bdrms, 1903 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-18-09

1533 Pleasant Hill Road, $560,000, 4 Bdrms, 1982 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-19-09

3330 St. Marys Road, $562,500, 3 Bdrms, 1866 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 11-17-09

3162 Stanley Boulevard, $805,000, 3 Bdrms, 1454 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-20-09

805 Tanglewood Drive, $1,045,000, 4 Bdrms, 1864 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-20-09

MORAGA

891 Augusta Drive, $673,000, 2 Bdrms, 2333 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-20-09

309 Constance Place, $836,000, 4 Bdrms, 2335 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-19-09

128 Draeger Drive, $638,500, 4 Bdrms, 2198 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 11-25-09

26 Hanson Court, $590,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 11-24-09

606 Rheem Boulevard, $850,000, 5 Bdrms, 2578 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 11-20-09

ORINDA

525 Miner Road, $1,365,000, 4 Bdrms, 2962 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 11-18-09

65 Muth Drive, $990,000, 4 Bdrms, 2703 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 11-17-09

254 Overhill Road, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1482 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-20-09

404 Ridge Gate Road, $975,000, 2 Bdrms, 2212 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 11-25-09

11 Southwood Court, $960,000, 3 Bdrms, 1913 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 11-17-09

275 Sundown Terrace, $1,822,000, 5 Bdrms, 3924 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 11-20-09

Lamorinda Foreclosures continued
LAFAYETTE

Dewing Avenue, HSBC Bank, 11-30-09, $685,000, 2872 sf

Highland Road, Deutsche Bank, 11-19-09, $762,829, 1676 sf, 4 bd

Old Jonas Hill Rd., Rww Properties, 11-02-09, $1,360,000, 3401 sf, 6 bd

ORINDA

Claremont Avenue, Paragon Mortgage, 11-09-09, $545,700, 1869 sf, 3 bd

Carrier®

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
“A Name You Can Trust”
3362 Dyer Dr. • Lafayette

Lic#: 472759

Heating / Air Conditioning
TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$89
Good on all makes and models.

Not Valid With Any Other Offers. Expires 12/31/2009

Carrier®

Per Unit
All Brands
Reg. $120.

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

Lic # 195560

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

Driveways
Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots 
Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

May your home be filled with happiness and joy

Kurt Piper
16 years of experience

400+ closed transactions
34 year resident of Lamorinda

(925) 253-2527
kurt@kurtpiper.com
www.kurtpiper.com

(925) 254-0505

Season’s Greetings

Build it in 2010! 
A somewhat optimistic perspective on building and real estate in Lamorinda
By Sophie Braccini

Partners Matt Kunz (left) and Jeff Wendt (right) in front of one of their projects
Picture courtesy of KW Builders Inc.



At a recent Rotary meeting

Contra Costa County Super-

visor Gayle Uilkema expressed her

concern over the wood burning

habits of Lamorindans. Uilkema is

also a member   of the Board of Di-

rectors of the Bay Area Air Quality

Management District (BAAQMD);

she noticed too many unhealthy

days reported in Contra Costa, so

she decided to find out if the juris-

dictions of her district, including

Moraga, Lafayette and Orinda, are

in the habit of burning wood.  The

results are in and are not very com-

plementary for Lamorinda.  Are we

burning too much wood?  

“The air quality agency oper-

ates monitoring stations that check

that we are meeting our objectives

in term of air quality with the En-

vironmental Protection Agency

(EPA),” explains Uilkema, “and if

evidence of high rates of particu-

late matters is found in the air, we

start accumulating violation days.

The consequence is that we imme-

diately have to make a new federal

plan with the EPA, and federal

money for transportation is with-

held from the area.”  Uilkema

points out that, more importantly,

these particulate matters are un-

healthy, and make it difficult for

people with asthma, other respira-

tory or heart conditions to breath

when concentration rises.  

According to the

BAAQMD, wood smoke is the

largest source of wintertime air

pollution in the Bay Area. When

there is no wind to disperse pollu-

tants from smoke, they become

trapped close to the ground.

“When temperatures drop and

with very little wind, a blanket of

wood particles lingers over the res-

idences,” says Uilkema, “on

‘Spare the Air’ days, I have seen a

horizontal cloud caused by wood

burning hovering over Lafayette.”

A concerned Uilkema de-

cided to poll residents to find out if

her district was doing its part and

reducing wood burning. “For the

last 3 ½ years I have sent polls to

communities, randomly,” says

Uilkema, “One of the questions is

‘do you burn wood in a fire place

or open pit?’  What is scary is that

61.8% of Lafayette residents said

yes, in Orinda 43.5%, and in Mor-

aga 39.1% reported burning

wood.”  As a comparison, only

28% of Hercules residents and

5.3% in Rossmoor burn wood.

Among Canyon residents, how-

ever, 77.7% burn wood. 

Uilkema believes that these

numbers are concerning and she

wants to raise the awareness of her

constituency and urge them to

chose alternatives.  “Any type of

burning is prohibited on Spare the

Air days,” says Uilkema, who re-

minds residents that the

BAAQMD can fine offenders that

are found burning on those days.

“Finding out what days are ‘Spare

the Air’ days is easy,” she says,

“You can call the Air District to re-

ceive automated email or phone

alert messages.”  Residents con-

cerned about burning emission can

call 800-334-ODOR to report the

problem.

The Winter Spare the Air

season runs from November 1,

2009, through February 28, 2010.

During this period, it is illegal to

burn wood, pellets, or manufac-

tured fire logs when a Winter Spare

the Air Alert is issued. Residents

can ask to receive automated

PhoneAlert notification telephone

calls by calling 1-800-430-1515 or

sign up for e-mail alerts at

http://baaqmdsparetheair.

enviroflash.info/.
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The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 
• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 

• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of

pleated and washable filters.

Do business 

with a 

neighbor.

HOLLY HENKEL
SRES
925 360-2390
holly@hollyhenkel.com

Exceptional 4 bed, 2 ba on the ridge in Canyon $749,000
Lots of light, private and secluded setting on .8 acre

]A eÉv~vÄ | y y

New Westside Danville Listing!  A steal @$1,189,000
4 bed, 4 bath, total remodel on 1/3 level acre 

326 Bonanza Way, Danville    By Appointment Old Redwood Hwy., Canyon     By Appointment

PATTY & GENE CRONIN
BROKER. CRS
925.872.3842

www.pattycroninproperties.com

Happy Holidays to
our clients, friends,

and neighbors~
See you in 2010!

Margot & Hal Kaufman
Real Estate. Real People.

Margot 925.260.4787

Hal 925.260.4799

www.TheKaufmans.com

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

FUSE Bay Area Fashion
MAGAZINE

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mature Women

wanted for paid Print ads, Fashion runway

shows, and Catalogue work.

Amateurs welcome,
In-House training program available for a fee.

For audition time call 925-705-7900
or to speak directly with our creative 

director - Penelope call 415-532-5833

www.fusebayareafashion.com
1475 No. Broadway Suite 250, Walnut Creek

CASTING CALL!
December 26th - 31st

•    Life in LAMORINDA •
Winter Wood Fires: 
Burning too much, Lamorinda?
By Sophie Braccini

www.istockphoto.com

Orinda Library January Exhibit
By Andrea A. Firth

Six artists with a diverse set of

creative interests will exhibit

their works at the Orinda Library

Art Gallery throughout the month

of January. The Gallery exhibits,

which rotate each month, are spon-

sored by the Orinda Arts Council

and feature the works of Bay Area

artists including many who reside

in Lamorinda. The Gallery extends

along the hallway outside the Li-

brary entrance and through the cor-

ridor to the Library auditorium.

“I consider myself a dedi-

cated amateur photographer,” says

Andrew Grupe, an Orinda resident

whose photographs are part of the

January exhibit. “One place I really

like to go to photograph is the

Mount Diablo foothills,” states

Grupe. “Every time I walk through

I see something different.” Grupe’s

interest in photography started

when he was teen. He worked sum-

mer jobs to save money for camera

equipment and taught himself to

develop his own film. A few years

ago he made the switch to digital,

which he used for the photos in this

exhibit, and he has not looked back.

Long-time resident of Orinda

Lucia Bennhoff will also be part of

the January exhibit. “When my

youngest daughter went away to

college I enrolled in the Wood

Technology Department at Laney

College. At first I was very intimi-

dated by the machines, but I en-

joyed the design and problem

solving aspects and overcame the

intimidation,” says Bennhoff. She

went on to set up a workshop in the

basement room of her home and

has been making furniture for the

past 12 years. Bennhoff works with

hard woods using the natural color

of the woods and no stain. 

Also in the exhibit are pho-

tographer Dan Cavalier, utilitarian

artist Roger Yee, jewelry designer

Monica Borenstein, and artist Terrie

Chan who creates beautiful beaded

eggs. The artists will host a recep-

tion at the Gallery on January 9th

from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Photo by Andrew Grupe

Jewelry by Monica Borenstein. 
Photo provided

MOFD Board Elects 2010 Officers, 
New Public Information Campaign Outlined
By Lucy Amaral

Frank Sperling will serve as

President for the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District’s (MOFD)

Board of Directors in 2010.  The

nomination and election of officers

was held at the December 16 board

meeting, and the new term will

begin on January 1, 2010.  Sper-

ling held the position of Vice-Pres-

ident for the 2009 Board year.

Along with Sperling, the

new line-up includes:  John Wyro,

Vice-President; Fred Weil, Secre-

tary; Brook Mancinelli, Treasurer;

and, Pete Wilson, the former Pres-

ident, will return to a general

Board Member position.  Wilson

was presented with a plaque from

the Board commemorating his

year of service as President.

During the meeting, Wyro

outlined his conceptual plan for the

Board’s public information strat-

egy.  Among the actions, Wyro

said he would like to schedule

public sessions throughout the year

to gather public input, especially

around the areas of mid-year

budget review, strategic plan re-

view, long range financial fore-

casting, budget presentation

review and the final budget review

and adoption. 

“We would like to hold our

work sessions in larger spaces and

possibly move them around the

district,” said Wyro.  “These are

meetings we normally have, but

we want to make a greater effort to

reach out and encourage participa-

tion.”

Wyro also said that he would

like to see a larger-scope public in-

formation campaign be imple-

mented including mailers,

newsletters, press releases, public

presentations, and increased web

site information.

“On MOFD’s web site, we

want to have a Frequently Asked

Question section with specific in-

formation related to district opera-

tions so that the public can be bet-

ter informed on the hows and whys

of the district,” said Wyro.  “We

want to explain the facts and issues

to anyone interested.  The ques-

tions will come from a list we are

developing and any submitted by

the public, so it will be a dynamic

section.”

Wyro said he hopes that this

effort will address the public’s con-

cern for more transparency.

“I feel that in light of what

has happened over the last year, we

have not done a good enough job

of getting our message out and

hearing if community needs have

changed,” said Wyro.  “We are

striving to continue our work to

maintain the MOFD as the

provider of the highest level of

emergency and public service to

our community.  I believe an en-

hanced public information cam-

paign will make sure we are doing

just that.”

Residential Home Loan Rates

up to $4,000,000

4400 YYEEAARR FFIIXXEEDD RRAATTEE LLOOAANNSS AATT 55..5500%% ((55..2255%% AAPPRR))
IINNTTEERREESSTT OONNLLYY FFOORR 1155 YYEEAARRSS UUPP TTOO $$44,,000000,,000000..

Stonecastle Land and  
Home Financial gives 
 homeowners access to

the best rates offered by the 
top financial institutions. 

We will give you 
personal service and get 

you  the best rates available 
at the lowest possible cost.

CALL NOW!! 
RATES MAY 

NEVER BE THIS 
LOW AGAIN

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $900,000 Up to $4,000,000

Interest Rate APR Interest Rate APR

3 Year Fixed 3.400% 4.160%  4.500% 4.210% 

5 Year Fixed 4.250% 4.160%  4.750% 4.210% 

7 Year Fixed 5.050% 4.160%  5.125% 4.210% 

10 Year Fixed 5.350% 4.160%  5.375% 4.210% 

Conforming to 

$417,000

Conforming Jumbo to 

$729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.750% 4.812%  4.875% 4.975% 

15 Year Fixed 4.250% 4.317%  4.375% 4.459% 

Kyle Davis 

StoneCastle
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner 

DRE License #01111347 
Direct: 925-314-5299 

Fax: 925-831-9540 
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This Loan Comparison above is presented as an estimate of possible mortgage scenarios.  This is not a loan 
commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind.  This  comparison is based solely on estimated figures and 

information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.  
DRE License #01327738.



The Moraga Movers Christ-

mas Luncheon held on

Monday, December 14, was one

of the most important meetings

of the year. With 135 residents

in attendance, it was also the

largest gathering since the sen-

ior group became the Moraga

Movers.

The new Executive Board

was introduced after a formal-

ized election was conducted;

the new President of the Mor-

aga Movers is Phil Arth.

The SIRpremes from SIRs

Branch 171 entertained the de-

lighted audience. (George

Fisher, the outgoing President,

was part and parcel here.) This

was full-voice, Glee Club qual-

ity, complete with a dancing

snowman that performed during

the professional rendition of

"Frosty the Snowman." Then,

there were the Starr Steppers

from Rossmoor--true "Rock-

ettes," tapping their beautiful

hoofs and winning round after

round of applause, finalizing

with the audience chiming in on

a rousing rendition of “Jingle

Bells.”

Good food. Good friends.

Good show.

The Moraga Movers next

monthly luncheon, on Monday,

January 11, will bring more deli-

cious food, inspiring entertain-

ment, and the opportunity to

socialize with good friends and

new people. The social hour be-

gins at11:00 a.m. and lunch is at

12:00 noon at Soda Center, St.

Mary's College, Moraga.  For

reservations (only $15--payable at

the door on day of luncheon) be

sure to call 376-6622 by 5 p.m. on

Wednesday, January 6, 2010.

To contact the Moraga

Movers please call 376-6622 or

go to http://www.moraga.ca.us.

The Lamorinda Senior Trans-

portation Program held its

fourth annual Volunteer Apprecia-

tion Gathering on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 1, 2009 at Lafayette Senior

Services.  It was attended by the

drivers, representatives from both

the Lafayette Senior Services Com-

mission and the Lamorinda Senior

Transportation Advisory Commit-

tee, as well as program staff.  Coor-

dinator Mary Bruns expressed

gratitude for the wonderful service

the drivers provide the Lamorinda

senior community and for the sup-

port provided by staff and volun-

teers.  Santa visited and handed out

the 2010 Lamorinda Spirit Van Ap-

preciation Calendar, filled with pic-

tures and accolades of passengers

and many of those who serve them.

If you would like to be one

of the illustrious drivers, passen-

gers, or donors, please call 284-

5546 for more information.  This

is a door through door transporta-

tion service which makes it pos-

sible for seniors to live in their

own homes longer.  Contra Costa

Yellow Cab and DeSoto Com-

pany, the Lamorinda Spirit Van,

Orinda Seniors Around Town,

and Senior Helpline Services

Rides for Seniors are collabora-

tive partners in Lamorinda Senior

Transportation.  

Mobility = Independence.
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•        Living Longer and Loving it •

Pamela Halloran,
Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

Put Pamela's 

20+ years of 

experience to

work for you!

Dist i n c t i v e  Home  Thea t r e  & Ste r eo

Free-In-Home Estimates
925-209-7001

P.O. Box 365  
Moraga, CA 94556

Offering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda

Community Since 2002

• Patching and Striping
• Seal Coat
• New Pavement
• Pavement Rehabilitation
• Grading
• Asphalt
• Prevention Maintenance

Specializing in
Asphalt Paving Since 1978
Call Today For
Free Estimates 
925-679-1940

G&S Paving
13 Gold Run Court

Oakley, California 94561

(925) 679-1940

www.gspaving.com
Contractor’s Lic. #728927

Owner on site at all times!

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925
5600-D S

 WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM
License #898787

CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1829-B Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

$250 Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp. 1-15-10

Moraga Movers Celebrate Christmas 
Submitted by Lee Barker

Santa Visits Lamorinda Senior Transportation
Submitted by Mary Bruns

Pictured is graphic artist John Otto, as Santa.  To his right is Ruth McCahan, presi-
dent of the Lafayette Senior Services Commission.  To his left is Liz Patterson and
drivers Eddie Caravalho and Craig Harbarth                   Photo provided by M. Bruns

Lafayette City Council Honors Longtime Community Advocate
Don Lively Turns 90
By Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

In a break from the normal

order of business, the

Lafayette City Council recog-

nized the 90th birthday of one of

Lafayette’s most colorful citi-

zens, Don Lively, on December

14th at the Lafayette Library and

Learning Center.

Mayor Don Tatzin read a

Proclamation stating many of

Lively’s contributions to

Lafayette.  When asked why the

special recognition for Lively,

Tatzin replied, “One because he’s

90, and it’s nice to celebrate peo-

ple who do (turn 90).  And be-

cause he has given lots of input at

the city council meetings; some-

times he agrees and sometimes

not, but he’s always constructive.

We consider him an unofficial

member of the city family.”

Lively first saw Lafayette

in 1942 when he drove from

Treasure Island - where he was

stationed in the Navy - to Walnut

Creek.  The then rural town of

Lafayette reminded him of the

small town, Ojai, in Southern

California where he grew up.

Lively, a WW II and Ko-

rean War veteran, worked for

many years in the telecommuni-

cations and engineering fields in-

cluding working for AT&T in

Iran for four years.  He trans-

ferred back to the U.S., living in

New Jersey before moving back

to Lafayette in 1961.  Since then

he has been very active through

the years in helping to steer the

growth and vision for Lafayette.

He has sat on several task forces

and commissions; including the

CATV Commission (assisted

with franchise negotiations for

the first cable television

providers), Technology Task

Force (advocating improvements

in the city’s technology) and the

Library Building Committee, just

to name a few.

In addition, he is one of the

founding members of the

Lafayette Taxpayer’s Association

and the Alliance of Contra Costa

Taxpayers.  The Lafayette Tax-

payer’s Association, formed in

1991, says Lively, “Works on

both sides of the street; some-

times opposes taxes and other

times on task forces to support

and sell taxes.”  The Alliance of

Contra Costa Taxpayers is

county-wide coalition modeled

after the Lafayette Taxpayer’s

Association.

Lively and his wife

Dorothy (also known as Casey)

have been married for 67 years.

He credits her as “making him

whatever he is.”  They met while

both working for Telco in South-

ern California.  They are both

avid painters and have several

paintings with personal signifi-

cance displayed in their home.

One particular painting has spe-

cial meaning.  It depicts the 1936

Ford Sedan that he drove when

he first saw Lafayette.  He also

jokingly refers to the Ford as the

Loveboat, which he drove when

courting Dorothy.  Lively has

also painted depictions of the

USS Finback Submarine and

USS Sperry, both of which he

served on during WWII.

Although he is somewhat

limited due to health issues,

Lively continues to advocate for

limited government and be a part

of the public dialogue.  The best

part of living in Lafayette?

Lively says, “Its classical, small-

town atmosphere. The wonderful

role that its founding principals

imposed on volunteer participa-

tion in the direction and gover-

nance of the city.  Those people

who laid down the 3 P’s, public

safety, planning and public

works - confining local govern-

ment’s activity to just those

areas.  I think if that kind of

strictness applied to every level

of government, we’d have a

much finer country and state.”

Lastly, when asked what

his secret is for a long life,

Lively explains, “Good genes,

an interest in life and all it of-

fers - plus, joy of watching our

three great kids carve out their

places in the world. This in-

cludes trying to hang onto the

great country we were fortunate

to have been born into!”

Don and Dorothy Lively await start of Lafayette City Council meeting
Photo Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

We are pleased to make
space available

whenever possible for
some of Lamorinda’s

dedicated community
service organizations to

submit news and
information about their
activities.  Submissions

can be sent to
storydesk@lamorinda

weekly.com with the
subject header In

Service to the
Community.

•       Community Service •

Christmas Wrapped!
Submitted by Sherry Diestler 

On December 19th, over a hundred local volunteers

came to Willow Spring Church in Moraga to wrap

more than two thousand presents for homeless and needy

children served by the Bay Area Rescue Mission.  Vol-

unteers came from Lafayette Girl Scout Troops 33846

and 31983 (who also raise money throughout the year to

buy presents for this event), the Miramonte REACH

group, the National Charity League, Stanley Middle

School's Opportunity Knocks, Campolindo, Acalanes,

and Miramonte HIgh School, Burton Valley School, and

Willow Spring Blast Kid's Club. Other volunteers in-

cluded families, individuals and church members who

want to help the homeless and to model a giving spirit to

their children. The teen worship band from Northcreek

Church provided jazzy Christmas carols, and volunteers

enjoyed hot cider, hot chocolate and pizza while they

worked. Many volunteers return every year and make

the wrapping party part of their Christmas tradition. The

consensus of the volunteers was that they appreciated the

opportunity to serve the homeless in a local setting and

that helping other children enjoy the blessings of receiv-

ing Christmas presents was both meaningful and fun. As

nine-year Kiana Lew stated, "I want to help other chil-

dren who are without toys."

Photo provided
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What You Will Find in Our Schools:
Primary Caregiving

At our schools, children stay with their primary 

caregiver for the duration of time at the school, 

anywhere from 3-4 years.

Reggio Emilia-Inspired Work
Through observations, discussions, and reflection,

teachers follow the emergent theories children 

have of their world.

Walnut Creek
Open Houses
January 12, 2010

February 9, 2010

at 7 p.m.

Adults only, please!
55 Eckley Lane

(925) 934-1507

Lafayette
Open Houses
January 25, 2010

February 22, 2010

at 7 p.m.

Adults only, please!
984 Moraga Rd.

(925) 284-4321

It is Chow’s delicious ginger

cake, served with pumpkin ice

cream and warm caramel sauce,

that has recently been on readers’

minds.  Maybe it’s the time of

year, when sugar and spice add

the perfect accent of warmth and

holiday cheer! 

“If we could get the recipe

for the ginger cake with pumpkin

ice cream at Chow, all would be

right with the world,” said Missy

Schaetz of Lafayette. “If you

haven't had it, it is to die for!”

Schaetz has lived in

Lafayette since 2000, but, origi-

nally from the Midwest, she

misses the fall season.

“The flavors of this ginger

cake bring me right back there,”

she said. “I order it every time I

dine at Chow and my family

knows to watch me take the first

bite as I'm truly in heaven!”

Alas, I fear the sleuth in me

may be all washed up. Try as I

might, I could not get this recipe

from Chow. So, I turned to my

kitchen in an attempt to forge a

similar cake.  This version calls

for freshly minced ginger root in

addition to a plethora of spices,

and since I am not a gigantic mo-

lasses fan, mine has a bit less of

that in the recipe. But, when

served with homemade caramel

sauce, Missy is right, ginger cake

and caramel sauce are an amaz-

ing combination! I hope you

enjoy it too.

…While Visions of  Ginger and Caramel Danced in Their Heads
By Susie Iventosch

This recipe is available on our web

site. Go to:

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Susie can be reached at
suziven@gmail.com
Many of our readers like Susie's recipes. Our

website now features a link to our recipe

page where you can read, print or download

all of the recipes  we have published.

If you would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact

her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

•  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •

Ginger cake with caramel sauce Photo: Susie Iventosch

Fresh Ginger-Spice Cake
Ingredients

½ cup (1 cube) softened to room temp
1 cup (packed) brown sugar
1 tablespoon molasses
1 tablespoon unsweetened cocoa powder
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 teaspoon of freshly minced ginger (takes about 3-4
inches of ginger root, peeled and minced)
¼ teaspoon powdered cloves
¼ teaspoon allspice
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
½ teaspoon powdered ginger
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
2 cups all-purpose flour
¾ cup milk

Directions
In a large mixing, bowl cream butter and brown sugar
with an electric mixer.  Add molasses and cocoa powder
and mix well. Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after
each. Stir in vanilla and minced ginger. In a separate
bowl, mix all dries. Add dries (to butter mixture) alter-
nately with milk, beginning and ending with dry ingre-
dients.  Pour batter into a greased 8-inch square baking
pan and bake at 350 for approximately 30 minutes, or
until center is done and toothpick comes out clean.  
Serve with ice cream and spoon warm caramel sauce
over both. Look for heaven!

Caramel Sauce
(Yields about 1 cup)
Ingredients

1 cup granulated sugar
1 cube of butter, cut into pieces
½ cup heavy cream

*You will need a larger saucepan than you might think to make this
sauce. When adding the butter and the cream to the sauce, the mix-
ture bubbles up and increases a considerable amount in volume be-
fore settling back down. Be sure to have all ingredients ready, because
there will be no time to dilly-dally once the sugar is melted! Also using
mitts might be a good idea, because the sauce tends to splatter a bit
when you add the butter and cream, and it’s very, very hot!
Directions
In a heavy 2 to 3-quart saucepan, heat sugar on medium-high
heat. Stir vigorously with a wooden spoon or a whisk as the
sugar begins to melt. You will notice some liquid and some
sugar crystals, but continue to stir until all sugar is melted. The
melted sugar will take on an amber (but not burned) color. Im-
mediately add the butter to the pan and whisk until all butter is
melted. Take the mixture off the heat and right away add the
cream in a slow stream, whisking all the while and until caramel
sauce is smooth in texture. Cool to room temp and store in a
covered container for up to two weeks.
*Note – a thick pan will help prevent the sugar from burning
when melting.

Japanese Restaurant

356 Park Street, Moraga  376-2872
(next to Rheem Theatre)

NOW OPEN Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner
www.kirinsushi.us

www.chefchaorestaurant.com

925.376.1740
343 RHEEM BLVD • MORAGA (next to 24 hour Fitness) 

Part
y Trays Newly Expanded 

Holiday Party Trays, and 
Family Feast Specials,
Now all in discount
pricing up to 30% off.
exp. 12/29/09
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Please send story

ideas to 

schooldesk@

lamorinda

weekly.com

Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools
School Calendar

School Governing Board Meetings
Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2010 at 7:30 pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2010 at 7:30 pm

Monday, Jan. 11, 2010 at 4:00pm

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2010 at 7 pm

The Planet Protection Project
A student-led green club at JM
By Sophie Braccini 

Marissa Monopoli and Mar-

garet Hunger are 7th

graders at Joaquin Moraga Inter-

mediate School (JM) and share a

passion for improving the planet.  A

few months ago they contacted

their Science teacher, Kim Lockett,

to discuss ways to reduce the use of

Styrofoam in Moraga. “This mate-

rial releases a lot of bad things when

it comes in contact with water,”

says Monopoli, “Ms Lockett

wanted to start a new environmen-

tal club at school, so this was a great

opportunity to work together.”

Lockett agrees, “I wanted to see a

movement stemming from the chil-

dren that want to make JM

greener.” That’s how the 3P (Planet

Protection Pro-

gram) club started.

The first objec-

tive of the Club,

that meets every

other Wednesday

at lunch time, is to

eliminate styro-

foam from lunch

leftovers.  “The

students made a

presentation dur-

ing the PTA’s No-

vember meeting

that was very well

received,” re-

members Lockett,

“and the PTA

promised to con-

tact the vendors

that supply hot

lunch at the

school to ask

them to eliminate Styrofoam.”  

The next step is to get students

to recycle in the right containers.

“We have separate containers for the

bottles and cans but the students can

be lazy and if there are not enough

different cans it all gets mixed up,”

says Monopoli.  So with the help of

the teachers, the students got new

containers with transparent plastic

bags so the students can see what

goes where, and they painted the re-

cycling containers with bright col-

ors to raise awareness. 

“It is a matter of education,”

says Lockett, “most of the recycling

containers are getting contaminated

at lunch time and the custodians are

obligated to dispose of them with

the rest of the trash.”  

What is hopeful about this

program is that many teachers are

getting involved too, trying to fed-

erate the different green aspects that

have been developing at JM.   “We

are trying to get gardening included,

and to involve the 6th graders,” says

Core teacher Dawn Lezak.”  She

adds that this year the students are

doing more in terms of group gar-

dening and composting, and trying

to reduce the waste at lunchtime.

In that same spirit, Monopoli

and Hunger participated in Decem-

ber at a joint meeting with Stanley

and OIS students who want to chal-

lenge their peers to a zero-waste

lunch on Earth Day in April 2010.

“It was fun to see all of the eco

groups from each school,” says

Monopoli, “A lot of other kids are

aware of these questions too and

that made me happy.”  The student

noted that other interesting projects

are going on in the two other local

middle schools, such as a project to

eliminate plastic bottles. 

Social Studies teacher Hillary

Hoppock accompanied the students

to the meeting.  “It can be challeng-

ing to convince the students to re-

cycle,” she said, “we will use the

daily video bulletin and give exam-

ples of what is compostable or re-

cyclable, and explain how to bring

a zero-waste lunch.”

“We hope that the children

will get a consistent message at

home and at school,” adds Lockett,

“and with the students’ leadership

we will make this work.”

Painted recycling containers Photo Kim Lockett

Ask Dr. Harold
"Lawnmower" Parents
By Harold Jules Hoyle Ph.D.

www.drharoldhoyle.com
Harold can be contacted by
phone or email: 
510-219-8660
hjhoyle@mac.com

Acouple of weeks ago I was

conducting a training with a

group of Catholic school princi-

pals.  The subject of helicopter

parents came up. I heard a new

term when the superintendent

said, “We call them lawnmower

parents because the blades are

much closer to the ground.”

Helicopter or lawnmower

parents are a concept I was first

introduced to in an e-mail sent

out to the faculty at Santa Clara

University two years ago.  The e-

mail contained instructions on

how to deal with parents of un-

dergraduates who were following

up on the assignments of their

children.  I would like you to

think just for a moment about

some of our patterns of interact-

ing with our children.  The prin-

cipals discussed it and frankly

they were of the opinion that we

parents are doing too much for

our kids.

So, are we doing too much

for our kids?

In developmental psychol-

ogy, the human being attempts to

solve new problems using tech-

niques that were successful in

solving problems in the past.

This process is important be-

cause through trial and error (that

is right, I said error) we learn.

The one-year-old throws his

spoon/food/plates on the floor

because it gets your attention.  If

you attend to the child only when

they make noise or throw things

then you are using behavioral

psychology to teach your child to

do those very activities that you

do not like.  If we keep our chil-

dren from making mistakes we

are doing too much.

In the recent research on

brain development, we have

learned that on average, boys’

brains develop their motor areas

more quickly than their language

areas.  We also know that on av-

erage, language areas of boys’

brains can develop one or more

years behind those of girls.  In his

book Boys Adrift, Dr. Leonard

Sax notes that boys opt out of

school because their brains are

not ready for the curriculum that

has made its way from 1st and

2nd grade into kindergarten.  

Part of why we parents do

not understand why boys are opt-

ing out, is that many of us were

raised when the world decided

that avoiding poor self-esteem

was the main goal of psycholog-

ical development.  I do not argue

that it is better to feel good about

yourself, but the breakdown hap-

pens when we equate failing or

struggling at a task with low self-

esteem.  That is just not how it

works.  I recently took my 15

year old nephew surfing.  It was

cold, big, stormy surf.  One of his

favorite moments was, as he put

it, “getting absolutely obliterated

by a big set.”

Here is how it works.  If I

am a first grader and I can’t

sound out a blend to save my life,

I look around the world and find

something that I am good at and

I build positive self-esteem

around that.  Kids look around

and say, “Hey I am not a class-

room kid, I am a playground

kid.”  The majority of our kids

are positive self-esteem-

building machines.  When we do

so much that they never fail, we

are doing too much.

One of the principals at our

training talked about the drop-off

table at his school and how he

was going to get rid of it.  He felt

that the parents dropping off

lunches and clothes and projects

and homework was contributing

to the lack of initiative, creativ-

ity, and responsibility he was see-

ing in his high school students.

His opinion was that if the child

goes hungry or has to share with

other kids to get their lunch, then

they will build the type of out-of-

the-box thinking that only a hun-

gry kid can come up with.  When

we make our kids’ lives easier

and take away their creativity

and initiative, we are doing too

much.

I have to getting going now

as I forgot to make my son’s

lunch and need to go drop it

off..........all that tough talk starts

in January, you know!

Schools Go Solar
Lafayette Superintendent Dr.

Fred Brill flipped the switch

during a ceremony at Lafayette El-

ementary School on December 7th,

bringing that school's solar panels

on-line.   Solar panels are now in

operation at Stanley Middle School,

Burton Valley Elementary and

Lafayette Elementary.  Springhill

Elementary will be up and running

within weeks and plans are cur-

rently underway to install panels at

Happy Valley Elementary.

J.Follmer

Girl Scout Leader-Daughter Tea
Submitted by Janet Riley

Photo Jean Follmer

Miramonte choral members  Marina Allen,

Emily Nenni, Hannah Tennant, Jamie Riley,

Emma Smith,  and Danielle Albo  sang at the

Orinda-Moraga Girl Scout Association Annual

Leader-Daughter Tea. Leaders and their daughters

come together every year to be honored for all their

work and to enjoy each other's company.  This year's

theme was "Let it Snow." Cookies and sandwiches

prepared by Troop 977, all juniors at Miramonte,

were enjoyed by all.

Pictured above, in back row: Tory Wong, Linden Brentano, Thama Brentano, Haley Lewis, Lindsey Lewis, Elizabeth
Lewis, Danielle Albo; in front row: Marina Allen, Emily Nenni, Hannah Tennant, Jamie Riley and Emma Smith.

Photo provided

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL 
Reserve your next full-hour Classic Pedicure 

and receive a 

Complimentary Manicure

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
 

Relax and unwind with a glass of wine 
and fine chocolates

 
Prepare to be pampered in an all-natural, 

acrylic-free nail salon

Open by appointment Friday-Monday

8th Grade Poetry Winner
Submitted by Stacy Swain

Earlier this year Molly Swain,

an 8th grade student at

Orinda Intermediate School (OIS),

submitted a poem to a contest that

was held for young poets.  Swain’s

poem was selected from thousands

of entries as one of the top ten in

her grade division.  The contest

was held for all students in grades

K-12. The top ten poets in each di-

vision (grades K-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-

12) will each receive special

recognition in the poetry anthology

“A Celebration of Poets.”  Each

top ten winner receives a compli-

mentary copy of the anthology and

a $50 savings bond.   Poems are

selected for their literary merit,

creativity, and social significance.

Creative Communication in

Logan, Utah, sponsors this con-

test to offer a creative outlet that

honors our youth.  Creative Com-

munication also awards over

$12,500 each year in Language

Arts Grants to schools to further

encourage young people’s writ-

ings.  Teachers, parents, and stu-

dents alike have been pleased

with the contest.

OVER 200 CHEESES READY TO PARTY!

Anyway you slice, spread, crumble or melt it, we have the perfect cheese 

for entertaining this season.

Rustic Baked Brie  •  Gorgonzola Torta  •  Stuffed Brie by the Wedge
Hot Hors d’oeurves & Holiday Party Platters

From cheese and wines, to unique seasonal gifts & entertaining, 

we have everything you need for your Holiday Parties.

LAFAYETTE • 925-283-0737 •  3615 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Family owned and operated  Celebrating Food for Over 40 Years

Please send story ideas to schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com



What do milk and glue have

in common?  One of the

oldest kinds of glue is actually

made from milk, using a recipe

similar to this one.  This is actually

a glue you can eat!

1) Gather these supplies:

Skim milk (2 cups)

Saucepan and stirring spoon

Strainer

Baking soda

Vinegar

Water

Measuring cup, measuring 

spoons Large bowl and stovetop

2) Start your Experiment:

Pour two cups of skim milk into a

bowl.  Add 6 tablespoons of vine-

gar.  Heat slowly while stirring.

When the solution starts to curdle

(solids start to form) remove from

heat and keep stirring until the cur-

dling stops.  Strain the mixture,

saving the curds (the solid part).

Put the curds in the bowl and add

½ cup water and 1 tablespoon of

baking soda.  Stir well.

3) What happened?

When you added the vinegar to the

milk and heated it, the vinegar

clumped the tiny solids in the milk

together.  These solids are the pro-

tein in the milk called casein.  You

may have eaten casein before-it is

cottage cheese in its most basic

form.  But little clumps of solids

don’t make a very good glue.

That’s why you added the baking

soda.  The baking soda breaks

down the casein just enough for it

to flow a little more easily (with

the help of the water).

Try gluing some paper to-

gether to test the strength of your

glue. Keep your glue in the refrig-

erator.  It will last up to two weeks.

When it starts to smell like sour

milk, it’s time to throw it out.  As

long as it smells o.k., you can eat

it.  It is even good for you!  How

does it taste?

4) Experiment Extension

Not only can milk be used to make

glue, you can follow this recipe to

make “plastic.”  To make milk

plastic, just follow the recipe

above, but skip the baking soda and

water step. Instead, mold the blobs

of casein into shapes of your

choice.  Allow your creation to dry

and harden completely. Can you

make a spoon?   Can you use it to

eat some ice cream?

Real plastic is made from oil.

Plastic doesn’t ever rot and is caus-

ing a big pollution problem in the

world.  The “plastic” you made is

natural, and will break down over

time into natural ingredients again.

It is biodegradable. You can check

how long it takes your “plastic” to

break down by burying your cre-

ation  in a carefully marked spot

and digging it up again in a few

weeks.  Is anything left?  How

great it would be if all of the

world’s plastic would break down

naturally!
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Acalanes High School  •  Bentley School  •  Burton Valley • Camino

Pablo Campolindo  •  Contra Costa Jewish Day School • Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem • Glorietta  •  Happy Valley  •  Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary  • Los Perales  •  Miramonte  •  Orinda Academy

Orinda Intermediate  •  Saklan Valley School • Sleepy Hollow

Springhill  •  Stanley Middle  •  St. Perpetua School • Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

Celebrated Immersion Program
8 Years of Educating Children

Native Spanish Speaking Teachers

· Preschool · Extended Care · Classes
· Developmental Kindergarten · Summer Programs
7am to 6pm · Snacks · Year Program · 2 to 6 Years

Best in The Bay

925-952-9903
Enrolling Now

www.KissProgram.com

Activities:
Language

Developmental
Music

Arts/Crafts
Cultural
Cooking

Gardening
Field Trips

Guided Play

Teachers:
Argentina
Colombia

El Salvador
Guatemala

Mexico
Peru

ZEPHYR JUGGLINg 
 

Always wanted to learn to juggle? 
Private, semi-private, or group juggling lessons 

For kids and adults ages 6 and up 
One-time classes or ongoing workshops 

Great for kids, unique birthday gifts for adults 
510-406-0880 or zztrain@hotmail.com

Burns to Lead Moraga School District
By Andrea A. Firth

Bruce Burns, currently the prin-

cipal of Joaquin Moraga In-

termediate School, will step up to

the post of Superintendent of the

Moraga School District (MSD),

taking over for Superintendent Rick

Schafer, who is retiring. The trans-

fer will take effect in July, 2010.

“I am very excited and am

looking forward to the opportunity

to serve the students in our district,

and, with the district’s strong foun-

dation of student success, build

upon their many achievements,”

said Burns. 

A 24-year education veteran,

Burns came to the Moraga School

District in July of 1996 to reopen

the closed Los Perales Elementary

School campus and served as prin-

cipal there for 11 years. For the past

two and half years he has served as

the principal of Joaquin Moraga In-

termediate School.

“In the 14 years that Bruce

has been a principal within the

Moraga School District, he has

earned the respect and admiration

of our teachers, staff, parents, stu-

dents, and the community-at-large,”

stated MSD Board President Lisa

Evans. “He understands our core

values. The Board is delighted that

he has accepted the position of Su-

perintendent, and my colleagues

and I look forward to working with

Bruce to maintain our outstanding

curriculum and to build upon the

tradition of excellence that defines

the District.”

Bruce Burns at his desk Photo Andrea A. Firth

Acalanes Freshman Creates Digital
Flyer for Senator Carol Liu
By Jean Follmer

When Acalanes High School

Digital Design teacher

Susan Lane approached her student,

Marisa Hummel, about creating a

flyer for 21st District California

State Senator Carol Liu, Hummel

quickly jumped at the chance.

Through her role as Chair of the Se-

lect Committee for Women and

Children in the Criminal Justice

System, Liu was planning to hold a

hearing on proposed cuts to rehabil-

itation for women and she needed a

flyer to advertise the hearing.  Lane

learned about the opportu-

nity to create the hearing

flyer from her daughter

who works for Senator

Liu.

“The subject

matter I included (in

the flyer) was based

on what I saw.  I

discovered she

(Liu) was trying

to persuade peo-

ple not to make

the cuts and I

tried to put that

emotional value into the flyer,”

said Hummel.

Hummel was very excited to

learn that Senator Liu had accepted

her flyer.  “I thought it was really

great.  I feel like I’m already mak-

ing a name for myself and I’m only

a freshman.  I feel like this has been

a really great opportunity for me,”

said Hummel.

This is only her first year

working on Digital Design and

Hummel has discovered she thor-

oughly enjoys drawing on a com-

puter.  “The program I used was

Adobe Illustrator.  It’s surprisingly

easy to draw with a mouse.  I find it

much easier than drawing by hand

because your can erase your mis-

takes eas-

ily,” said

H u m m e l .

Hummel en-

joys working

on Digital De-

sign so much

that she is al-

ready considering

some future career

plans.  “I’ve actu-

ally kind of decided

that I want this to be

my main career,” she continued.

Susan Lane is very proud of

Hummel.  Lane said many of her

Digital Design students have been

very active and successful in the

community.  “We have also de-

signed the map/flyer for the

Lafayette Historical Society for the

opening of the new Lafayette Li-

brary,” said Lane.

Senator Carol Liu
Chair, Select Committee for Women and Children in the Criminal Justice System

invites you to attend...

an Informational Hearing on

Tuesday, December 8

11 AM - 1 PM

State Capitol, Room 3191

Executives from California Department

of Corrections and Rehabilitation

(CDCR) and Advocates for the

incarcerated will discuss the implications

for cuts to rehabilitation programs.Designed by Marisa Hummel, Acalanes High School

Science in the Kitchen – More Magic with Milk
By Jonathan Winter

MUSIC LESSONS
www.musicandart.org

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Scouting for Food
Submitted by Debra Yarnall

Third grade Cub Scouts from Lafayette participated in the the "Scout-

ing for Food" collection drive for the Contra Costa County and

Solano City Food Banks for Thanksgiving. (L-R) Donovan Fuller, Michael

Tierentiff, Nicholas Collins-Yarnall, Keaziah Marner, Erik Voss 

Photo provided

Marisa Hummel Photos provided

Young Students Bring Holiday Cheer

Singing at Aegis of Moraga Photo Tod Fierner

The kindergarten classes from Los Perales Elementary School visited two assisted living facilities, Moraga
Royale and Aegis of Moraga, before their winter break. According to teacher Terryl Miller, "The students de-
cided to forego their holiday party, and instead be the party...and the presents!" The children sang for the resi-
dents, and made favors for each one.  



AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
“A Name You Can Trust”

ALL FUR LOVE
PET CARE

Patricia 

Battersb

Chateau 
on Broadway

Jap

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Kurt Piper

Dexter Honens II
Real Estate Broker

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Broker

360 2729

LOVABLE 
PET-SITTING

MORAGA
PARKS & 
RECREATION UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

®

W

ASSOCIATES
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Retirement
Residence

ASSOCIATES
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Dana Green

Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

FUSE
Bay Area Fashion

MAGAZINE

Kyle Davis
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sultant/Partner
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RESI

UC Eye 
Center 
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5A Rent-A-Space

ABC Reading Center

Absolute Center

Acalanes Parents Club

Advanced Tree Service

Advantage Funding

Adventure Day Camp

Aegis of Moraga

AG Realty

Alain Pinel Realtors

All Fur Love

Allison McCrady Fine Art

Alta Bates Summit Medical Center

Always Best Care East Bay

Amelie Michel

Amy Jonker, Prudential

Ann Sharf, Village Associates

Antigua Doors

April Matthews- Village Associates

Aquatic Specialties

Armand’s

Ashley & Patricia Battersby, Villiage Associates

Aspen Medspa

Atlas Heating & Airconditioner

Ballou Plum Wealth Advisors, LLC

Bay Area College Planner

Bay Area Drainage

Bay Area Research Institute

Beautiful Ear Piercing

Beverly Wilson & Cherie McCurdy

Big Hat Press

Big O Tires

Blodgett’s Floor Covering

Bob Feole

Breedlove Insurance

Bruce Maxon-Village Associates

Buddha Gate Monastery

Bushveld Construction

Byron Park

Cabi consulting

Camp Jack Hazzard

Camp Lisa

Canyon Construction

Carlton Senior Living

Carrie Kehoe

Carrier-Bill Ingraham Group

Celia’s Mexican Restuarant

Central Self Storage

CG Extentions & Style

Chabot Space Center

Chamber of Commerce Orinda

Chameleon Consignment

Changes Salon & Day Spa

Chef Chao

Chow Bella

Chris Kinney-Tutoring Service

Christina-Spanish Lessons

Cindy Maddux, Prudential

City of Lafayette

City of Orinda

Claremont Hotel

Clark Thompson, Village Associates

Clocks, Etc

Cloud 9

Cobain Orthodontist

Coldwell Banker Orinda

College Watch

Companion Care

Contra Costa Boot Camp

Cougar Football

Cougar Basketball

Cuesta Antiques

Curves Moraga

Dahn Yoga

Dana Green, J. Rockcliff

David Collins Painting

David Holcomb

David Pierce, Prudential

Deana Vick Davidson, Waddell & Reed

Dexter Honens II, Village Associates

Diablo Flooring

Diablo Lending

Dr. Mary Smith, DDS

DragonFly Designs

Dynamic Nails

East Bay Spanish

East Bay Tree Service

Ed Tracey, Coldwell Banker

Elena Hood, Coldwell Banker

Elizabeth LaScala, Ph.D

Elmwood Stationer

Entourage

Eva Timak

Everything Under the Sun-Husky House

Expert Tree Service

Express Cleaning

Fastframe of Lafayette

Fine Line Renovations

Finola Fellner, Coldwell Banker

First Church of Christ, Scientist

Flipper’s Food Services

Fountainhead Montessori

Frank Maynard

Frank Woodward-Coldwell Banker

Fuse Bay Area Fashion

G&S Paving

Garden Lights

Gardening Solutions, Co

Geppetto’s

Global Security Systems

Glorietta School Auction

GNB Advertising

Golden Gate Boy’s Choir

Golden Gate Gymnastics

Gordon Steele, RPM Mortgage

Greg’s Mufflers

H.R. Savage & Company

Haddon Heating and Cooling

Hal & Margot Kaufman, Village Associates

Handle Bar Toys

Hauling-Tony

Hearst Gallery

Hediyeh

Hen House

Hilton House

Holcenberg, Wendy & Michelle, Coldwell

Hollis Home Interiors

Holly Henkel, J. Rockcliff

Holy Shepherd Christian Preschool

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

Homestyle

I Talk Dog

ID Tech Camp

Ignacio Vega, Village Associates

Isagenix

J. Limon Gardening

J.V. Lucas Paving

Jacob Spilsbury-Gen Contractor

Jamie Westdal Photography

Jari Hazard

Jeff and Lynda Snell, Village Associates

JFSLA

Jim Colhoun, Prudential

Jim Melton

Jim Olson, Prudential

Joan Eggers, Coldwell Banker

Joan Evans, Village Associates

Joe Ryan

Joey-Computer guy

Julia Barlier, J. Rockcliff

Jumpstart Medicine

K&W Builders

Karate Fitness USA

Kasper’s

Kattenburg Architects

Keith Katzmann, Pacific Union

Kellie Beaubelle, Coldwell Banker

Ken Young

Kids into Speaking Spanish

Kirin Sushi

Kristi Ives & Team, Alain Pinel  

Kurt Piper, Village Associates

Kyle Davis, Stonecastle Land and Home Financial

La Beaute

La Finestra Restaurant

Lafayette Acupuncture Center

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

Lafayette Farmers’ Market

Lafayette Health Club

Lafayette Home Care

Lafayette Juniors

Lafayette Library &  Learning Center

Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church

Lafayette Pet Shoppe

Lafayette Rotary

Lafayette Studio

Lafayette United Methodist Church

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Lamorinda Nutrition

Lamorinda Optometry

Lamorinda Vet

Lana Reichick

Lankford and Crawford

Lavande

Law Office Radcliffe & Radcliffe

Lenox Homes

LHJS Investments, LLC

Light Haus

Lily Wescott, J. Rockcliff

Linda Friedman-Village Associates

Living Lean

Loretta J. Barra, Coldwell Banker

Lovable Pet Sitting

Lynds Photo

Mamounia Express Cafe

Man About the House

Margaret Weil  Zucker, Village Associates

Maria Eberle, Prudential

Mariann Mortensen

Marilyn Bowe-Dance with Me

Marianne Green, Village Associates

Massage Cottage

MATS Hoops Basketball Camps

Matt Leutza

Maureen Wilber, Coldwell Banker

McCaulou’s

McDonnell Nursery

Medicine Shoppe

Michaan’s Auctions

Michael Forkas

Michael Lane Preschool

Mike Kelley- Kelley Construction

Mike Lapointe-Handyman

Mike Rosa, State Farm Insurance

Millie’s Kitchen

Modo Verde Garden Designs

Moraga Art Gallery

Please join us in thanking
our advertisers for their
support in 2009 and for
making this free local

newspaper 
possible for Lamorinda.



Berg 

Communities

red wagon

FaF
(Fine Art Frames)

Allison 
McCrady

Prudential
California Realty

Lafayette

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

April Matthews

& Ashley

y

Bay Area College 

Planners

David
Collins

DAVID PIERCE

Prudential
California Realty

DEANA VICK DAVIDSON

DIABLO
FLOORING,  INC.

Julie Barlier

Realtors
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Margot & Hal 

Kaufman

panese Restaurant
Moraga CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MUSIC LESSONS

www.musicandart.org

ello Infi niti | 1001 Burnett  Ave. Con
* Not compatible with any Infi niti special Financ

In

HOLLY HENKEL

Realtors
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PATTY & GENE
CRONIN

Realtors
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Rossmoor Connection

n
fashion studio

!ow
CARPET CLEANING

The Beaubelle
Group

Willow Spring Church
Voted “Best Place to Worship” in Moraga

-The U.S. Local Business Association

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

™

s o l a r
s o l u t i o n s ™

 BAD
 INC.  

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

The Hearst Gallery,
Saint Mary’s College,

Moraga

AS PAVING, INC.
DENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Shop your local 

McCaulou’s

Niello
Infiniti
Concord

Pamela 
Halloran

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

BENLARASUE

The
Olsen
Team

Cindy Maddux, Maria Eberle,
Nancy Granberg,  Jim Olson 
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Moraga Chamber of Commerce

Moraga Country Club

Moraga Education Foundation

Moraga Garden Center

Moraga Hardware and Lumber

Moraga Motors

Moraga Parks and Recreation

Moraga Retreat Care

Moraga Rotary

Moraga Royale

Mount Diablo Nursery & Garden

Mountain Camp

MRS Furniture Upholstery

MVC  Construction

MVPC - Moraga Valley Pres. Church

MVPC Nurtury Preschool

Myle’s Hauling

MYO pure frozen yogurt

Nancy Blue

Nancy Granberg,  Prudential

Nancy Stryker, Coldwell Banker

Nathalie Bera-Miller

Neighborhood Computer

Nerd for Rent

New Century Marble & Granite

Niello Infinity

Northern California Karate-do

Novina Fine Jewelry

Oak Knoll Construction

Oakland Strokes

O’Brien Family Pet Care

Old Firehouse School

Olga Edwards, Prudential

Olive Branch Engineering

Optimum Accounting

Orchard Nursery

Orinda Academy

Orinda Books

Orinda Classic Car Show

Orinda Community Church

Orinda Farmers’ Market

Orinda Frame Store

Orinda Gateway LLC

Orinda Motors

Orinda Optometry Group

Orinda Pet Food and Supply

Orinda Rotary Club

Orinda Taxi

Orinda Theatre Square 

Orinda Village Antiques

Orinda Woods Tennis

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

P&L Framing

Pamela Halloran-Village Associates

Paperweight Stationary Studio

Papyrus

Park Place-Wealth Advisors, Inc.

Pat Ames, Empire Realty

Patti Camras, Coldwell Banker

Patty Cronin, J. Rockcliff

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

Paw Prints

Petar’s Restaurant

Piano Studio

Pixel Outpost

Pony Tails

Powell’s Sweet Shoppe

Presidio Exchange Advisors

Professional Eyecare Optometry

Prudential California Realty - Lafayette

Prudential California Realty -Tice Valley

Queen Bee

Red Wagon

Reflexion Skin Care

Refuge Community Church

Reliable Window Cleaning

Rheem & Orinda Theater

Rheem Valley Auto

Rheem Valley Cleaners

Rheem Valley Pet Shoppe

Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Robert Wahrhaftig

Robin’s Nest

Rolfing

Rosewood House

Roughing It

Roy’s Magic Camp

Sagemark Consulting

Saint Mary’s College  

Saint Mary’s College Alumni Association

Saklan Valley School

Salon Cartier

Salsa with Tomaj

San Pablo Lytton Casino

Sandi Mitchell, Empire Realty

SB Capital

SB Painting, Inc

SCAN Health Plan

Scott Lothamer, DDS

Scott McCue

Senior Helpers

Serendipity Jewels

SewNow

Sharon Dunagan

Sharp Bicycle

Shelby’s Restaurant

Sherman Swim School

Siggy’s Carpet Cleaning

Simply Music of Lamorinda

Sisi Caffe

Sixto Santiago

Sixto’s Hair Design

Skate Park Camp

Skin Care by Timberly

Sleepy Hollow Swim and Tennis

SMC Summer Camps

Sound Advice

Soundworks

Sports Chalet

Spring Loaf Catering

St Stephen’s Nursery School

St. Anselm’s Church

St. Giles Parish

St. Mark’s Preschool

St. Mary’s Gift and Florist

St. Perpetua School

Staging by Design

Star Pilates

Stephen Snyder, RPM Mortgage

Studio Mehler

Sue Layng-Village Associates

Sugi Fine Bedding & Gifts

Sun Valley Swim Club

Sustainable Lafayette

T & T Painting

Tag Pottery & Fountains  

Tara Rochlin, Village Associates

Teacake Bake Shop

Techmommy

Terry Woff Stratton

Terry’s Painting

Terzetto Cuisine Cafe

The Art Room

The Back Man

The Bar Method

The Beaubelle Group, Coldwell Banker

The Cheese Steak Shop

The Child Day Schools

The Dailey Method

The Faculty Club -UC Berkeley

The Great Wall

The Hattersleys

The Olsen Team

The Pet Nanny

The Stratford at Countrywood

The Tick Tock Store

The Travel Store

The Yarn Boutique

Thomas James Helean

Tiles Warehouse

Tim O’Hara, Window Cleaning

Time After Time

Tom Nailers

Total Clean

Town Hall Theatre

Trans Jeweler

Treasure Trove

Treible Stationers

Trumbo Associates

UC School of Optometry

Unique Roof Service

UPS Store-Moraga

Victor Rasilla -General Contractor

Village Associates Real Estate

Vino Restaurant

Virginia Varni-Ratto, Pacific Union

Vivek Pai

Ware Designs

Welch Construction

William Marquand, AIA

Willow Springs Church

Wireless Unlimited

With a Twist

Wonderful Spa Center

World Nails

Yes Solar Solutions

Zeeba Living

Zephlar Juggling

T
O
P

1
0
0

C
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T
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Happy Holidays and best
wishes for 2010

Dear Friends 
and Neighbors,
... continued from page 1

More and more readers are making the effort

to subscribe to the free Lamorinda Weekly by sub-

mitting their addresses through our web site. We en-

courage you to add your subscription; it will help us

reduce our mailing costs in the future. Your friendly,

neighborhood newspaper is free because all of our

expenses are paid through print advertising. To sup-

port the Lamorinda Weekly, simply talk about us

within the community and let your local businesses

know about us. 

We are an independent group of Lamorinda

residents and are not associated with any other

newspaper or publishing group (i.e. we are not the

Lamorinda Sun or the Contra Costa Sun). 

The Lamorinda Weekly offers a variety of dif-

ferent editorial sections to which you can contribute,

such as Letters to the Editor, Public Forum, Com-

munity Service, Schools and Sports. Try us out and

send in your own letter, article or photo!

Andy & Wendy Scheck        Lee Borrowman

Owners and Publishers         Editor

Thank you to our team of editors, staff writers, 

contributing writers, photographers, columnists 

and designers:

Alex Crook, Amanda Griggs, Andrea A. Firth, Caitlin

Graveson, Cathy Tyson, Conrad Bassett, Cristina Kim,

Cynthia Brian, Dave Rochlin, Dean Okamura, Doug

Kohen, Dr. Harold Hoyle, Dr. Theresa Tsingis, Dr.

Elizabeth LaScala, Glenn Nosse, Guy Dotan, Jean Follmer,

Jennifer Wake, Jonas Scheck, Jonathan Seclow, Jonathan

Winter, Jordan Fong, Justine Sgalio, Katy Foreman, Ken

Ryerson, Kevin Shallat, LamorindaLinda, Linda Foley,

Lisa Dirito, Lou Fancher, Lucy Amaral, Lynn Ballou,

Margie Ryerson, Mikaela Cowles, Dr. Mona S. Miller,

Moya Stone, Ohlen Alexander, Rick Konlon, Robert

Johnson, Robin Schoettler Fox, Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel,

Sheryl Cardiff, Sophie Braccini, Stephen Snyder, Steven

Rush Johns, Susie Iventosch, Tod Fierner, Tommy Miers,

Trina Audley, Val Cook-Watkins, William Marquand



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, December 23, 2009Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY20

No Snow, but still a White Christmas at Orinda Theater
By Andrea A. Firth

Although the snow and sun-

shine from earlier in the week

had turned to rain and overcast

skies, locals were able to vicari-

ously experience a “white Christ-

mas” at the Orinda Theater on

Saturday, December 12th. Over 300

people attended two packed screen-

ings of the classic movie musical

White Christmas, which was spon-

sored by the California Independ-

ent Film Festival (CAIFF). Santa

Claus made an appearance in the

theater lobby so younger movie-

goers could get their requests in

early for what they hoped to find

under the tree Christmas morning,

and the Miramonte Chamber

Choir added to the festive atmos-

phere with their performance of

several holiday tunes.  “We were

thrilled with the response we re-

ceived for this event,” said Beau

Behan, Program and Promotions

Director for CAIFF.

The White Christmas screen-

ing was the second in a series of

monthly classic movie events the

CAIFF plans to host leading up to

the four-day indie film festival in

April. “We are very excited about

having the film festival in Orinda,”

stated Behan. “The reception that

we have received from the commu-

nity has been fantastic.” Next

month, the CAIFF will screen the

Academy-award winning 1975

film One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest. Oscar-winner Louise Fletcher,

who played the tyrannical Nurse

Ratched in the film, will attend the

screening and participate in a ques-

tion and answer session and VIP re-

ception. Tickets for the January

16th show are available at the

Orinda and Rheem Theaters and the

film festival website, www.caiff.org

or call 925-277-1355.Miramonte High School's Chamber Choir performed at the Orinda Theater before the White Christmas screenings Photo Ohlen Alexander

Moraga’s Holiday Home Decorating Contest Winner
By Sophie Braccini 

On the night of December

17th, four members of the

Moraga Women’s Society set out

to judge the homes that partici-

pated in the first Moraga Holiday

Home Decorating Contest. “We

had such a great time seeing so

many beautiful homes driving

around Moraga,” said Judge

Nancy Comprelli, “but the one at

10 Hetfield Place was magical

and won first place.”  

The judges thought that this

particular set of decorations had a

theme that appealed to all ages; it

also had music and included a na-

tivity scene, reminding visitors of

the original meaning of Christ-

mas.  Second place went to the

house at 83 Lynnwood Place,

which featured a magnificently

decorated tree.  The third place

went to 1320 Larch Ave. for the

elegance and simplicity of its dec-

oration.  An honorable mention

was given to the residents at 54

Merrill Circle North for their

unique inside decoration.  

“We hope that more homes

will enter the contest next year,”

said Comprelli, “and maybe we

could add a neighborhood or

street category.” 

“I want to say thank you to

all the Moraga homes that partic-

ipated in our first Holiday Home

Decorating Contest, sponsored by

Moraga Parks and Recreation and

Moraga Hardware and Lumber,”

said Parks and Recreation Direc-

tor Jay Ingram.  The Director,

who organized this first contest to

encourage the Holiday spirit,

promises to make the contest an

annual tradition. The winners will

be recognized at the Town Coun-

cil meeting on January 13th.  The

first, second and third place

homeowners won gift certificates

to Moraga Hardware and Lumber.

The Ginley Family holiday decorations on Hetfield Place in Moraga Photo Rick Ginley

Holiday Sing Along at
the French Bakery

You can’t go wrong with “Jin-

gle Bells,” a cozy night,

warm cider, cookies and the trio

“All Strung Out” performing the

first annual Holiday Sing Along at

the French Bakery on Lafayette

Circle.  With front man, realtor and

violinist, Mark Shaw along with

bandmates Jen Carne, also on vio-

lin, and Christine Vota on cello, the

lively string trio – which is usually

is a quartet but one member was

unable to attend - provided rousing

accompaniment to the full house

that really was singing along.

C.Tyson

Left to right: Christine Vota, Mark Shaw and Jen Carne Photo Cathy Tyson

Creekside Toddlers 
Take a Fieldtrip
Submitted by Nelita Inzerillo

On Wednesday December 9,

2009, Creekside Toddlers

ventured out into the wilderness

of Moraga. Crossing the street to

the Las Trampas parking lot,

nine preschoolers along with

owner/teacher Nelita Inzerillo

and staff member Helen Holo-

betz visited Sue Renno’s tree lot

to bring in a little Christmas

cheer. Renno added to the learn-

ing experience by teaching the

preschoolers how to tell the age

of a tree by looking at a piece of

the cut trunk, and gave the chil-

dren a tour while encouraging

them to smell and touch the

beautiful Douglas furs. 

Photos provided

•    Life in LAMORINDA •

The Campolindo Concert Choir and Chamber Singers performed a holiday concert at the 

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church on December 16th.  A. Firth Photos Doug Kohen

Holiday Concert

Erika Henningsen, grade 12

Forrest Bagley, grade 12

Laura Diestler and Ben Rudolph, both grade 12 Josephine Tseng, grade 11 Robby Bisel, grade 12
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It’s all online!
Ready for you to send
to friends and family -

worldwide
www.lamorinda

weekly.com

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

The Saint Mary’s Gaels se-

cured their eighth and ninth

wins of the season last week at

McKeon Pavilion, defeating the

Portland State Vikings 101-80 on

December 15th, and the Pacific

Tigers 80-65 on December 18th.  

The 5-4 Portland State

Vikings held the lead over the Gaels

just once in the first half, after an

early layup by Vikings senior guard

Dominic Waters put the first points

of the night on the board.  But the

Gaels caught up quickly. Almost

four minutes into play a basket by

senior center Omar Samhan gave

the Gaels an eight point lead over

the Vikings.  

But it didn’t stay that way for

long.  Throughout the next 11 min-

utes, the Vikings refused to go

down without a fight and pulled

within just one point four times. A

free throw by Waters tied the game

at 31 with 5:19 to go in the half.

But the Gaels offense stepped up,

led by Samhan, who had 13 points

in the half, and sophomore forward

Clint Steindl, with 12, and by half-

time they had a nine point lead.

The Saint Mary’s offense

came back strong in the second half,

and by the 15 minute mark, had a 15

point lead over Portland State.  The

Vikings fought within 10 points of

the dominant Gaels offense, but

couldn’t recover to take the lead.  

Samhan had 31 points on the

night, just two shy of his career

record.  Steindl, who has stepped up

in a big way for the Gaels since sen-

ior guard Wayne Hunter went down

with a torn ACL (anterior cruciate

ligament) against Utah State,

recorded 15, a noticeable improve-

ment from the start of the season.

“Clint gets better every

night,” said Saint Mary’s Head

Coach Randy Bennett.  “We’ve

seen him really grow as a player in

the last two weeks.”  

After the home win against

Portland State, the Gaels hosted the

7-2 Pacific Tigers on Friday.  The

lead bounced back and forth, neither

team led by more than six points in

the first half. Tigers junior forward

Sam Willard led the Pacific offense

with 10 points in the first half, but

the Gaels held onto the 43-39 lead

going into halftime. SMC was led

by senior forward Ben Allen who

had 11 points in the half, and went

3-3 from the three point line. 

The two teams came out

strong again in the second half, and

with 9:38 to go in the game the

margin had still not exceeded six

points.  But with 8:41 to go Saint

Mary’s freshman guard Matthew

Dellavedova hit a foul shot to put

the Gaels up by seven.  By 8:14, the

Gaels were up by 10 after another

foul shot, this time by Samhan, who

had 18 points in the half and 28 in

the game.

“They were tough team,” said

Samhan.  “But fortunately down the

stretch I got the ball in good posi-

tions.” 

The Tigers came within four

of the Gaels twice in the last seven

minutes but it was not enough.  The

Gaels continued their offensive mo-

mentum and came away with the

80-65 win.  

“They’re [Pacific] a really

good team,” said Bennett. “Our

guys really exceeded my expecta-

tions tonight.”

Saint Mary's Men's Basketball Defeat 
Portland State, Pacific
Samhan leads offense with 31, 28 points
By Justine Sgalio

Omar Samhan (#50) led the Gaels with 31 points and 17 rebounds in the
win against Portland State

Clint Steindl (#11)  notched 15 and 16 points last week, respectively
Photos Tod Fierner

Saint Mary’s women’s basket-

ball beat Cal State Bakersfield

94-80 on Wednesday, December

16th at home.  

Ashlee Smith led the Gaels

with a season high 19 points, as

Saint Mary’s shot a staggering 50.8

percent from field goal range and

44 percent from behind the arc.  

The Gaels opened the season

4-4.  While on the road against

Washington State, head coach Paul

Thomas changed the starting line-

up, replacing freshman guard Kate

Gaze and sophomore guard Katie

Batlin for redshirt sophomore guard

Jasmine Smith and sophomore

guard Alex Carbonel.  The change

was just what Saint Mary’s needed

as they went on a five game win

streak, running their record to 9-4.  

In the first minute against

Bakersfield, Jontelle Smith hit

two 3-pointers, and the Gaels

jumped out to a 6-1 lead.  She

would go on to finish the game

five-of-eight from behind the arc,

combining with her sister Jas-

mine (2-4) for a sister three-point

duo of seven-of-12.  

With quick ball movement

and the looming 3-point threat from

Jontelle, Saint Mary’s drew Bak-

ersfield out of its zone and worked

the ball inside utilizing the high-

low.  In response Bakersfield

switched to man-to-man defense

and forced the Gaels into turnovers.

Changing turnovers into fast break

points, the Roadrunners brought the

score to 15-11 at the 15:08 mark in

the first half. 

Less than nine minutes into

the half, Bakersfield’s Tamiko

Davis picked up her third foul forc-

ing her to the bench for the remain-

der of the first. Bakersfield crept to

within four points, the closest the

game would get, but SMC held

them off with help from points in

the paint. Sophomore forward Ash-

lee Smith and junior forward

Louella Tomlinson combined for

27 first half points, pushing the

Gael’s lead to 59-31 at half. 

In the second half Saint

Mary’s held onto its lead and

cleared the bench, playing all 13

players.  The Gaels totaled 22

assists for the game, which

Coach Thomas described as,

“unselfish play.”  

The turnover-plagued Gaels

have suffered this season, averag-

ing just over 25 turnovers a game.

Against the Roadrunners, Saint

Mary’s recorded 34 turnovers.

Thomas said of the turnovers, “We

have to stop turning the ball over.  I

don’t want my team to be afraid to

make a pass.  That’s what makes

our team shoot 60 percent.  We

have a great chemistry within our

offense; we just are too careless

sometimes.”  

Pleased with the first 30

minutes of the game, Thomas said

the message after this game “will

be loud and clear.  If we’d played

all 40 minutes the way we would

like to have, I wouldn’t have any-

thing to build on.  Now I have

something to build on.”

The Gaels will be on the

road for their next three games.

They return to McKeon Pavilion

on Friday, January 8 against San

Francisco for a 7:00 p.m. tip-off

for their first West Coast Confer-

ence game.

Saint Mary’s Wins Big At Home
Despite Turnovers SMC Defeats Bakersfield
By Mikaela Cowles

Jasmine Smith (#32) was 5-for-7 from the floor (2-for-
4 from the three point line), recording 14 points for
the Gaels Photos Tod Fierner

Jontelle Smith (#22) went 5-of-8 from behind the 
arc in the win

Tue, Dec 29  MBB   Stephen F. Austin vs. Howard Shamrock 

Office Solutions Classic McKeon Pavilion  5:00 PM    

Tue, Dec 29  MBB  Binghamton Shamrock Office Solutions 

Classic  McKeon Pavilion  7:35 PM  

Wed, Dec 30  MBB  Stephen F. Austin vs. Binghamton Shamrock 

Office Solutions Classic McKeon Pavilion  5:00 PM

Fri, Jan 8  WBB  San Francisco *  McKeon Pavilion  7:00 PM

Sun, Jan 10  WBB  Santa Clara *  McKeon Pavilion  2:00 PM

Thu, Jan 14  MBB  Gonzaga *  McKeon Pavilion  8:00 PM 

For up to date schedules see:
www.smcgaels.com



The Miramonte Matadors

boys’ varsity basketball

team used a combination of a

powerful defense and a spirited

offensive effort to defeat the Terra

Linda Trojans on Friday, Decem-

ber 18th. 

The Matadors, under Coach

Dave Brown, were undefeated

DFAL league champions last year

with a 24-6 (12-0) record and

were finalists in the North Coast

Section championship playoffs.

The Terra Linda Trojans, under

Coach Steve Farbstein, had a 20-

11 record last year in the Marin

County League and have a 3-2

record in the pre-season.

The Mats came out strong

in the first quarter, quickly took

the lead and led the rest of the

game to achieve their fourth vic-

tory, 75-55. 

Brown attributed the victory

to strong leadership by the three

senior co-captains –forward Chris

Hatfield, forward Spenser Mc-

Donald and guard Davis Louie -

and to a great overall team defen-

sive effort.  “The Mats held the

up-tempo Trojans to a low scoring

game with the Trojans only scor-

ing 22 points in the first half. This

is one of the best team efforts of

the year.  All 12 team members

played well together and I’m very

proud of them and their accom-

plishment tonight,” said Brown.

The Matadors’ offensive

success was a team effort with bal-

anced scoring from five of the re-

turning varsity players; Hatfield

with 14 points, senior guard Troy

Akin with 12 points, senior guard

Payam Vadi with 12 points, Mc-

Donald with 10 points and Louie

with nine points.  

Coach Brown noted Mc-

Donald’s defensive effort in hold-

ing Terra Linda’s Christian Manoli

to far less than his average. Hat-

field’s double-digit rebounding

and four assists were also influen-

tial in the game’s outcome.  

McDonald and Hatfield

agreed that it was “…great de-

fense and playing hard.  Now that

we have our football guys back

and they've played a few games

we're really coming together as a

team.”  

Friday night’s game was

part of a very tough pre-season for

the Mats.  Miramonte will be

going to the Torrey Pines Tourna-

ment in San Diego in December.

There’s something in the air at

Miramonte High School. Lit-

tle else could explain the seven

young women rowing their way to

graduation and entry into the na-

tion’s top colleges. In today’s

fiercely selective collegiate race, one

or two standout student athletes in

the sport of rowing would be cause

for boasting, but seven is incredible.

Derek Byrnes, head coach of

the Oakland Strokes (OS), where

the seven Miramonte girls train and

race, cannot explain this year’s phe-

nomenon, but does speak to the

transformational impact of rowing.

“Rowing creates a determined,

more vocal, more self-assured

young woman,” he says. 

There’s a hypnotic factor to

learning a single skill, then practic-

ing it over and over before per-

forming it—like meditation, it

focuses the mind. And like all

sports, it tests the body. “Once you

start, you can’t stop,” says Bill Fehr,

Chair of OS’s fundraising, “At 500

meters the pain sets in and you have

to find an inner strength to keep

going ’cause if you stop, it’s all

over.” Not a rower himself, but fa-

ther of Molly Fehr, the team’s

coxswain, he downplays his own

words but not his daughter’s

achievements. 

Molly Fehr, steering the boat

and guiding the crew of eight row-

ers from her position as coxswain,

presents an impressive picture. At

5’3”, she’s a sixteen-year old

charismatic commando hidden in a

petite package. Headed to Stanford,

the top school in the NCAA’s Divi-

sion 1 women’s rowing rankings,

Fehr understands her role. “You’re

directing eight girls who are all big-

ger and stronger than you are,” she

says. Earning their trust and respect

comes from being on top of every

practice. “The best boats are the

[ones with the] girls who are best

friends, or who become so during

the season,” she explains, offering

the first glimpse into the Miramonte

girls’ success. 

Rowing appears to attract a

special breed of athlete. Nikki

Dahlberg-Seeth, once an avid bas-

ketball player, discovered a surpris-

ing affinity for the sport. “My mom

dragged me to the summer camp,”

she admits, “but after I started the

first season, it was definitely some-

thing I wanted to do.” Asked what

particular skills she brings to the

team, her answer is simple, but re-

vealing: “I’m good at following.”

She’s not shy, or falsely humble,

she just gets it. “There’s a code of

conduct,” she says, “we talk to each

other, but you’re not pointing at

someone and saying what’s wrong,

because it’s about the team.” Sitting

in a boat, attending to Fehr’s calls,

and rhythmically mirroring the

stroke rower, has taught Dahlberg-

Seeth the value of community and

the power of cooperation.

Whatever lessons the Mira-

monte Seven have learned, it’s clear

that rowing has made them magnets

for college recruiters. Dahlberg-

Seeth will attend the University of

Michigan, Fehr will row for Stan-

ford, and the remaining five rowers

have signed National Letters of In-

tent with Lehigh, Harvard, the Uni-

versity of Virginia, and the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania (Wharton).

While this year’s “six-pack plus

one” hail from Lamorinda, the OS

welcomes student athletes from all

over the East Bay. The club offers

scholarships for kids from under-

served communities and two week

trial periods for novice rowers.
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Vacation Rentals

HandymanClasses Offered
Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more.  Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Windows & Gutters

Music lessons
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Tree Service

Mexico- Cabo San Lucus
Stunning home on the Pacific
Sleeps 10, daily maid, 254-5539
www.lavillacontenta.com

Computers

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet

$60 per Hour
call Joey   925 286 0347

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

House cleaning

Pajaro Dunes Resort
Private Monterey Peninsula 
Beachfront condo. 2 bd/2 ba.
Fully equipped. 925-376-2496

Professional
Quality Work

Fix those last minute Holiday Repairs.
All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 

Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,
Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!

No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

RAINGUTTER CLEANING
WINDOW WASHING

(925) 210-7400
PROMPT, RELIABLE SERVICE

JOE RYAN “THE BEST IN TOWN !”

Need Help with Your 
College Essay?
Low Cost Assistance 
Motivation and Revisions!
jari94556@comcast.net

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.
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Front Row from left to right: Kazz Tamura, Nick Mora, Troy Akin, Grant Huhn, co captain Davis Louie, Brian Henson
Back Row from left to right: Payam Vadi,  Ross Dolbec, co -captain Chris Hatfield, Co captain Spenser 
McDonald, Ross Anderson, Anthony Piganelli, Jack Pietrykowski Photo Jordan Fong

Davis Louie (#1) contributed nine points in the victory      Photo Andy Scheck

#11 Grant Huhn, #3 Kazz Tamura #35 Anthony Piganelli, #10 Jack Pietrykowski Photos Andy Scheck
Spenser McDonald (#2) added ten
points for the home team

Six Pack Plus One Sign with Top Schools
Seven Miramonte Rowers to Row at Collegiate Level
By Lou Fancher

Mats Basketball 
Records Fourth Preseason Victory
Miramonte Defeats Terra Linda
Submitted by John Hatfield

Coxswain Molly Fehr (Miramonte) and rowers (from stroke to bow) are
Camilla Polakoff (Bentley High School), Nikki Dahlberg-Seeth (Miramonte),
Kelly Bauer (Miramonte), Ali Mittleberger (Brown), Dana Walsh (Mira-
monte), Barbara Barnes (Stanford), Nicole Sung-Jereczek (Piedmont High
School), Katie McKeen (Piedmont High School) Photo Leann Petersen

•   Classified   •   Classified   •  Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •

2007 freshman four with cox. Left to right:  Gia Hallaman, Kelly Bauer, Dana Walsh, Molly Fehr, Nikki Dahlberg-Seeth
Photo Beth Anderson



r

Last Friday night, December

19th, at Acalanes High

School, the Dons varsity soccer

team hosted rival Campolindo, and

escaped with a close 1-0 win over

the Cougars. 

Acalanes, now 7-1-0 and 2-

0-0 in league play, came into the

match fresh off of a 2-1 win against

Berkeley; the Dons’ lone loss was

against DFAL powerhouse Dublin. 

The Dons bounced back

from the loss quickly, recording

four straight victories en route to a

championship in their own Winter

Soccer Classic tournament.

Acalanes outscored its opponents

in that tournament 10-1.

Campo entered the contest

against the Dons with a 2-4-2

record with two scoreless ties. One

of those draws was against cross-

town rival Miramonte. With the

loss to Acalanes, the Cougars drop

to 2-5-2.

The young Campolindo

team sports three freshmen, while

Acalanes plays only one. Cougar

coach Shane Carney started five

sophomores in the loss to the

Dons.

The first half went by slowly,

with Acalanes given numerous

chances to score, but the home

team was unable to capitalize

throughout the first 40 minutes.

With 31:27 into the first half,

Cougar junior striker Marco

Tavecchio broke through the Dons

defense, but was stopped by Dons

senior keeper Logan Spittler. 

Just two minutes later,

Acalanes was robbed of yet an-

other scoring opportunity by

Cougar junior defenseman Matt

Reshke. 

In the second half, the Dons

started to get restless. 11:21 into

the half, some offensive power

was demonstrated by the Cougars

as midfielder and captain Nick

Dobon’s free kick was caught in

mid air by Spittler, who gave up no

rebound. 

With time winding down on

the game, Acalanes senior Ben

Ewing scored the game-winning

goal with 4:02 left, propelling the

Dons out of the scare. “We fought

hard all game, but we’re lucky to

come out on top,” exclaimed

Ewing.  Head coach Paul Curtis

added, “You just witnessed

Acalanes soccer at its finest.” 

On the other side of the field,

Campolindo was disappointed. “It

was a tough game, we both battled

really hard…. it was an intense

game, but Acalanes won it at the

end,” said Tavecchio.

Afterwards, Carney said,

“It was tough to lose in the last

minutes…. we’re a super young

team, this was a huge game, and

we proved we’re not an easy win

anymore.” 

The Dons stay undeafeted

at home while continuing their

three-game win streak. 

Both teams now take a

break for the holidays. 
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Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

To learn more about Village Associates or to preview
our listings, please visit:
www.villageassociates.com

THE VILLAGE ASSOCIATES:   Ashley Battersby, Patricia Battersby, Joan Cleveland, 
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The One Constant 
in an Ever-Changing 

Market.
The challenges of a volatile 

market require the guidance 
of proven leadership.

Campo Falls in Final Minutes to Acalanes
By Alex Crook

Campolindo Goal Keeper Alex Mangels Photo Tod Fierner

Cam Carda (#9) heads the ball Photo Tod Fierner

Acalanes players celebrate their 1-0 victory over cross-town rivals Photo Tod Fierner

Nick Palano (#20) rushes to defend against Acalanes Photo Tod Fierner

It’s all online!
Ready for you to send to friends and family - worldwide

www.lamorindaweekly.com

DEXTER HONENS II 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148 

Residence: (925) 254-8088 

Cell: (510) 918-8911 

Email: honens@pacbell.net 

KYLE DAVIS 
MORTGAGE BROKER

Direct: (925) 314-5299 

Fax: (925) 831-9161 

Email: Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com 

DEXTER HONENS II 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real Estate needs to experience the integrity,      
professionalism and results you expect. 

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989. 

KYLE DAVIS 
MORTGAGE BROKER

“MORTGAGE RATES are at HISTORICAL LOW points.  There may never be 
a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
the Bay Area.  Call DEXTER AND KYLE to talk about taking advantage of 

the extraordinary opportunities in today’s market.”

DRE License #01327738 
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a better time to BUY OR REFINANCE A HOME OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY in
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DRE License #01327738 

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, December 23, 2009Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLY24

Terry Wolff Stratton
HAIR STYLIST

Formerly of the Beauty Source

Now at CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga, (925) 437-2076

594 A Moraga Rd, Moraga    376-0110
2092 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Walnut Creek    945-7484

Enjoy the holidays. Exercise now. 30 free days*
*call for details

925 country club drive   moraga  ca

t 925.376.3486        f 925.376.3503

www.canyonconstruction.com

C A N Y O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N

professional remodeling & custom homes

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home

Lisa Gillett
1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.

Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 9-4, Sun closed

www.theupsstore.com

Shipping
Coying, Finnishing
Printing Services

Notary Services
Postal Services
Business Services

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste 1

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

`ÉÜtzt exàÜxtà VtÜx
Luxurious Residential Care for the Elderly

Our residents receive Assistance with activities of 
daily living, medication management, home 

made meals, housekeeping and laundry, 
entertainment and wellness programs.

Tel 925.376.CARE (2273)   Fax 925.376.7137
moragaretreat@comcast.net Lic#: 075601205

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, 

Lamp & Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Formerly from SIXTO’s
925-286-2023

SHARON

now at
Reflexion Salon

508 Center Street
next door to Mountain Mike Pizza

$1 OFFWatch BatteryWith This Coupon.

GRAND OPENING
925-376-1888354 Park Street, Moraga

(Next to Rheem Theater)

1547-A Palos Verdes Mall, Walnut Creek (In Lunardi’s Center)

We Make
House Calls

On Grandfather
Clocks!

The Tick Tock Store
The Right Place For The Right Time

Batteries • Bands •Repair
FREE Estimates

Rolex-Tag Heuer Repair Center
Specialize in grandfather clock and watch repairs

Call 925-376-3667  
www.USA123.isagenix.com

Cleanse Your Way to Better Health
“You Can Safely lose Pounds and Inches

Naturally Through Nutritional Cleansing”

30 Day Challenge
Lose Weight

Drop the Inches
Look and Feel Great

Guaranteed or Your Money Back!

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A
Moraga    •    (925) 3762020

O P T O M E T R Y

CA License:  #616357 and Insured

376-3380   MORAGA
steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE ESTIMATES   IMPECCABLE REFERENCES

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

The Karate & Fitness Place USA
376-3667  

1375  Moraga Way - Moraga
(Moraga Shopping Center)

U
S
A

“One Week Free
Trial Membership”

KARATE
CLASSES
Sign up 
now!!

Providing the market edge for you
• Home Staging
• Color Consultation 
• Redesign,giving a fresh look 

with your own items

Nikolene Isely, MA, CSP,LGLS,IDS

Staging By Design
cell (925) 360-0947
www.stagerbydesign.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Total Clean
For your home

Call Today
925.376.1004

Live your life, we’ll clean your house.             www.totalclean.biz

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images
Saint Mary’s Senic Note Cards
Now available at the 
Moraga Art Gallery
570 Center St., 
Rheem Valley 
Shopping Center 
Open Tue - Sun 12-5

www.kcyoungfineartimages.com

Best Wishes for 2010!

NEIGHBORHOOD COMPUTERS

455 MORAGA ROAD SUITE H, 925.377.5257
LOCATED AT 5 A RENT A SPACE

*CUSTOM BUILT SYSTEMS

*MAC, WINDOWS, LINUX

*LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA- GUARANTEED

*HOUSE CALLS/SERVICE/REPAIR ALL MAKES & MODELS

*FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY (Moraga only)

*SERVING MORAGA FOR OVER 10 YEARS

www.neighborhoodcomputer.net

Rheem Valley/Lafayette Pet Shoppe

Rheem Valley Center  •  Moraga  •  (925) 376-8399

www.lafayettepet.com
Carrying everything you need for your pets!

Small Animal Grooming
Small Animal Boarding

Holistic Pet Food
Huge Selection of Toys & 

Pet Accessories

10% OFF
One Bag of Dog 

or Cat Food

15% OFF
Pet Products 

(except dog & cat food, Front-
line, Advantage & Advantix)

Must present coupon. Limit one per customer. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 1/31/10.

Neutered

Rabbits

avail. here!

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 

(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)
Moraga’s Premier Salon

Smooth, tighter, more radiant skin! 
Celebrating

10 years!

Save $70
On Light Therapy Treatment

(only $80 with any facial treatment)




