
The concern over emergency

medical services and re-

sponse times may be a hot-button

issue right now in Lamorinda, but

it’s not a new issue.  

Founded in 1978, the Mor-

aga-based Rescue One Foundation

grew out of the community’s desire

for quality, effective, local emer-

gency medical service.  

In the early 1970’s, the Town

of Moraga’s fire department had

several firefighters cross-trained as

emergency medical technicians

(EMTs), but ambulance transport

was provided by outside services.

According to Linda Borelli, board

member for the Rescue One

Foundation, having ambulances

travel various distances to reach

Moraga was always a concern, but

it took a near fatality to effect

change.

“The husband of a Moraga

Service League member suffered

an accident at his home.  His

femoral artery was lacerated,” said

Borelli.  “The response time for an

ambulance to arrive from Walnut

Creek was 25 minutes, and the

travel time to Alta Bates Hospital,

another 20 minutes.  By the time he

arrived at the hospital, he was not

breathing and had no pulse.  His life

was saved only after he received 23

pints of  blood.”

The Service League mem-

bers saw the importance of re-

sponse time in saving a life, added

Borelli.  Therefore, it was simple:

The Town of Moraga needed its

own ambulance.  After a meeting

with (and blessing from) Moraga’s

then Fire Chief, Don Skinner, the

Service League got to work.  

“The community came to-

gether in fundraising for the ambu-

lance,” said Borelli.  “A

door-to-door campaign by League

members was launched and they

asked for one dollar from each

household.  The League raised

$8,000, enough to purchase the am-

bulance, a new 1972 Dodge van.”

With the van donated to the

Fire District, the League took on the

new challenge of raising money to

help the District purchase the equip-

ment and supplies for the ambu-

lance.  Several fundraisers later and

the first Moraga Rescue Ambulance

was ready to roll.  

Watching this was Marian

Devin, widow of fire commissioner

Ray Devin.  Borelli said that with

money available from her late hus-

band’s memorial fund, Devin ap-

proached the fire district and the

Service League to see if a separate

foundation could be formed to con-

tinue the support the rescue serv-

ices.  “She spearheaded the

Foundation’s formation,” said

Borelli.  In 1978, with Devin’s orig-

inal donation, all the official paper

work complete, and a seven-mem-

ber board made up of Service

League members and community

leaders, the Rescue One Foundation

was born, becoming California’s

first foundation dedicated entirely

to supporting its local fire district

and paramedic program.

Support of the Foundation

was immediate.  “People started

contributing (right away),” said

Borelli.  “We have never had to

fundraise.  Service organizations

continue to donate, and there have

been gifts of appreciation as well

as in memoriam.”   

Over the past 30 years, the

Foundation has received more than

$300,000 in donations, allowing

Rescue One to donate items in-

cluding CPR training equipment,

paramedic training scholarships,

cardiac monitors, defibrillators,

and emergency equipment such as

the “Jaws of Life.”  

Today, Moraga-Orinda Fire

District (MOFD) ambulances may

be state-of-the-art rather than

retrofitted vans, but the dedication

from Rescue One remains the

same:  Support MOFD para-

medics.

“The Rescue One Founda-

tion’s support of MOFD over the

past 33 years has been tremen-

dous,” said Randy Bradley,

MOFD Fire Chief.  “The Founda-

tion understands the importance of

providing superior paramedic and

ambulance services to the com-

munities of Moraga, Orinda and

Canyon.  The donations have al-

lowed the District to go above and

beyond basic service levels that

are offered elsewhere.”
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Need an Expert?

Lisa Hoctor
(925) 698-5752   

www.lisahoctor.com

lisa.hoctor@prurealty.com 
Lic. #01300193

Frith Wiggins
(925) 698-6030

www.frithwiggins.com

frith.wiggins@prurealty.com
Lic. #01433398

If you have questions on what to do if you find
yourself  "underwater" with your mortgage, we 
are here to help. We will discuss your options 
and help you find the best way to move forward. 

Give us a call and we will meet with
you for a "no obligation" consultation. 
Take the first step with us... we'll take
good care of you.

Prudential

"The Home Sales Doctors" 
...we make house calls!
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Vacation Rentals

HandymanClasses Offered
Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more.  Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Music lessons
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Contra Costa Boot Camp
Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults.  All fitness
levels.  Early morning classes
available.  You know you want
it! 925-457-4587, 
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Mexico- Cabo San Lucus
Stunning home on the Pacific
Sleeps 10, daily maid, 254-5539
www.lavillacontenta.com

Computers

Service

Having Problems with your
Computer?

Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet

$60 per Hour
call Joey   925 286 0347

Cleaning

Professional
Quality Work

All types of repairs done. Woodworking, 
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall,

Painting and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
☎ (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Painting

Construction

Landscaping
Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Foundations, drainage, remodel 

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
www.swartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED
Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

INCLINE -- VILLAGE HIGHLANDS
spacious 2 master ste, loft, frplcs,
3 1/2 ba, 1 blk to Hyatt & beach,
on ski bus route   800-831-3304
10% discount with this ad!

Public Health
Free Meth Treatment
The Public Health Institute is
researching the treatment of
methamphetamine problems.
Receive 12 weeks of free 
treatment at New Leaf Center
in Lafayette. Receive up to
$270 for confidential interviews.
Call 1-800-636-8058 for info.

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

%

<>

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

TUTUILA LANDSCAPING
Complete Landscaping

Sprinkler, Concrete, Wall, Deck
New Lawn, Tree Service, Driveway

Red Wood Fences, Hauling
Call Sione  9258789537

Lic.#906851

Deep cleaning home/office  
Affordable price. Excellent   
References. 925-234-5491

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Volunteers needed
Contra Costa Animal Services,
Mrtz, urgently needs foster kitten
& cat families for temp. housing.
Cindy Smith 925-335-8335. 

Stay Young Exercise in Orinda
Best exercise for arthritis In
84 deg. water Only 4 feet
With bubble in winter.  Classes
8am, 9,10. Call Angie 283-0843

Rescue One
Dedicated to the support of MOFD paramedics
By Lucy Amaral

The first ambulance for the Moraga Fire District, a 1972 Dodge van, donated by Moraga Service League. 
L to R: Service League members Carol Porterfield and Jean Scott, two members of the Moraga Fire Commis-
sion, League member Jean Kirsch. The two uniformed members of the  Moraga Fire District are John Cooper 
on the left, and Chief Don Skinner on the right. Photo provided




