
Editor:

I have noticed your article about a

group of people trying to ban leaf

blowers.  I suggest they do not use

leaf blowers if they do not like them,

but do not presume to dictate to oth-

ers we cannot use them.

Leaf blowers, chain saws, wood

chippers, and weed eaters are neces-

sary in Orinda.  Most of Orinda is a

forest, which drops leaves on all flat

surfaces.  Trees need to be pruned,

and grass needs to be cut.  It is not

practical to do this by hand.  This

fascist attempt to ban leaf blowers,

if successful will lead to attempts to

ban other necessary power tools.  It

would immediately lead to great

hardship and extra expense to hun-

dreds of people in Orinda.

Furthermore, the proposition that

leaf blowers is a health hazard is

nonsense!  Leaf blowers are only

used when there is no wind.  They

do not work in the wind.  However

much particulate matter is put into

air by leaf blowers, is completely in-

significant compared to wind blow-

ing dust and pollen.  This is

especially true in Orinda where we

have a lot of wind and trees.  In still

air, leaf blowers only move the par-

ticulate matter a few feet before it

settles to the ground again.

Banning leaf blowers is wrong!

These people should try persuading

their neighbors to do their leaf blow-

ing at one particular space of time.

This impulse to ban those activities

of other people that can be annoy-

ing, but are harmless, leads to

tyranny.        

Henry R. Pinney

Orinda

Editor:

I am opposed to the use of power

leaf-blowers of any kind for all the

well-known reasons. As I do not

own a large Orinda estate with a

6000 square foot deck such as a pre-

vious writer mentioned, I do not

have the "inconvenience" of having

to sweep such a large area (or have it

swept for me). On our little cul-de-

sac just off Moraga Way, for exam-

ple, there is an outside gardener who

arrives early in a pick-up truck and

tends a few of the yards by firing up

his gasoline blower at 7:30 a.m. al-

most every day. This is annoying,

noisy, unhealthy, and irritating of my

and my wife's allergies but he does-

n't seem to care despite requests to

cease. In a small and more confined

area such as ours, it's much worse

than on the larger estates in Orinda

Village. Those who want to bike or

jog or walk their dog have to put up

with this almost every day. I say, no

more!

John Windle 

Orinda 

To the Editor:

Girl Scout troops in Moraga and

Orinda took possession of almost

3800 cases of cookies on Sunday,

February 21st.  That’s over 45,000

boxes of cookies!  Many helped to

make this “Distribution Day” run

smoothly.  

We want to publicly thank the crew

at the Moraga Fire Station 42 at 555

Moraga Road, who has been kind

enough to let us use the station

house as the distribution point of our

Girl Scout cookies for a number of

years.  Due to the size of the garage,

we are able to have the cookies de-

livered, divided into orders, and

loaded into cars inside, keeping the

cookies and volunteers dry in the

rainy weather.

A huge thank you to the Sunday

morning crews of Moraga Stations

42 and 41 for helping early in the

day.  The cases of cookies were de-

livered in 8-10 foot stacks, which

made it quite difficult to get to the

top cases.  The delivery arrived

about an hour later than last year,

creating a time crunch for the vol-

unteers to get orders assembled.  As

the firefighters from Station 42

began dismantling the stacks, Act-

ing Captain Anthony Perry called

for additional help from Moraga

Station 41 across town.  Within an

hour, firefighters from both stations

had the stacks reduced into piles that

were reachable by our volunteers.

Meanwhile, our volunteers were

able to start organizing orders for

pick ups, keeping us on schedule.

We’d also like to thank the Lafayette

locations of Peets Coffee and

Noah’s Bagels for their donations of

coffee and bagels, respectively.  The

annual cookie sale is the biggest

fundraiser for the Girl Scout organ-

ization and we appreciate all the

support we get from the Lamorinda

Community.  

Cookie sales continue until March

21.  For a booth near you, visit the

convenient online Cookie Locator at

ilovecookies.org.

Sincerely,

Jeanette Fritzky and MaryEllen

Gustafson 

(Co-Managers Cookie Sales

Orinda/Moraga Service Unit)

Moraga

Dear Editor -

Now that the Town of Moraga Town

Council has come up with their list

of priorities, I would like to share

with your readers my list of priori-

ties for the Town of Moraga. So here

goes -

1. Focus on safety, roads, and infra-

structure ONLY for the near term future

2. Reduce staff overhead (salaries,

benefits) by at least 20% either by

attrition or by layoffs or both

3. Eliminate all trips effective im-

mediately by council members or

town staff unless funds by personal

and non-reimbursed funds 

4. Eliminate all current and pro-

posed real estate purchases author-

ized by the Moraga Town Council

5. Declare a moratorium on any pro-

posed modifications to the Moraga

General Plan

6. Sell the Moraga Country Club

golf course to the Moraga Country

Club and use the proceeds for infra-

structure maintenance

7. Plan and budget on state revenue

for the next fiscal year (2010-2011)

to fall another 20% 

8. Re-vamp the membership and

goals and re-name the Revenue En-

hancement Committee to the Citi-

zens Budget Advisory Committee

and focus on both revenue and Ex-

penditures

9. Approve the Hetfield and Rancho

Laguna projects to improve town

revenues

10. Make a concerted and meaning-

ful effort to improve communica-

tions and relations with the Moraga

School District Governing Board

11. Set a 10:00 P.M. deadline for all

future Moraga Town Council meet-

ings

12. Accept the will and vote of the

people with respect to development

issues such as Measure K and cease

the efforts to enhance municipal or-

dinances without the approval of the

general public.

I hope others submit their list of pri-

orities to the Moraga Town Council

for discussion and debate. Always

keep in mind….the Moraga Town

Council works for us and not us for

them.

Dennis Wanken   

Moraga

Measure A 
(Editor’s note:  We are providing
extra space in this issue so that we
can publish as many letters as pos-
sible; although we have received
and published, in prior issues, let-
ters from residents opposed to
Measure A, none were sent to us in
the last two weeks.)

Editor:

As a fiscally conservative voter, I

often shake my head as the state leg-

islature dreams up new ways to

spend our tax dollars. As the state

careens towards insolvency, many

voters now watch as vital programs

such as education face serious cuts.

Generally, I am not in favor of tax

increases, especially in light of our

current economic situation and since

tax dollars seem to dissolve instantly

upon contact with our legislature.

But I also have two school age chil-

dren, including one who will be en-

tering high school next year and I

support Measure A.

Some letter writers have suggested

that the Acalanes Union High

School District could easily reduce

expenses, without suggesting spe-

cific areas where the “fat” is. A

closer look at the budget for the

AUHSD would reveal that the dis-

trict is, in fact, very well run.

So while I don’t support increases in

the state income or sales tax, I do

favor a tax such as Measure A that

bypasses the sticky fingers of the

state legislature and goes directly to

our schools. Every homeowner in

the area will benefit from this mod-

est investment of $112 per year in

our schools.

Sincerely,

Julie E. Carlson

Moraga

To the editor:

I urge your readers to take the time

to get the facts on the fiscal pressures

facing the Acalanes High School

District and to learn how we can

help save our excellent local high

schools. Campolindo, Acalanes, Mi-

ramonte, and Los Lomas are rou-

tinely among the top performing

schools in the state. Yet, today, our

schools are being forced to cut

classes and teachers in order to make

up over $8 million in state funding

shortfalls.

News of the impending cuts has hit

our family particularly hard since it

means that our son, who is now a

freshman at Campolindo, and our

6th grade daughter at Joaquin Mor-

aga will not have access to many of

the classes they will need in order to

compete with their counterparts

from other states and other coun-

tries. It’s unconscionable that Cali-

fornia, the eighth largest economy in

the world, cannot adequately fund

education.

Measure A may not solve all of the

financial challenges facing our

schools, but it will help preserve

core classes and give our kids a

fighting chance for their future.

David and Sabine Hathaway

Moraga

Editor:

Miramonte High School offers a

unique educational experience.

While it has the freedom of a public

school, it also offers a superb aca-

demic curriculum. Currently, I am a

sophomore at Princeton University.

Without the outstanding teachers I’ve

had the privilege to learn from and

the wide selection of classes, I would

not be attending this prestigious

school, nor would I have discovered

my passion for engineering. I

strongly encourage you and all read-

ers to pass the parcel tax, as this will

allow Miramonte to continue to up-

hold its outstanding academic stan-

dard. The students of the Lamorinda

area deserve the chance to pursue the

courses they’re interested in. Please

don’t take that opportunity away

from them: support the parcel tax.

Alexa Krakaris

Orinda

Editor:

When my eldest daughter graduated

from Campolindo in 2001, our local

high schools were a source of com-

munity pride for the strength and

breadth of their academic programs.

Today, I fear that my twins, who are

in the Class of 2014, will not have

access to the same academic oppor-

tunities that their older sister en-

joyed.

Absent local action, the Acalanes

High School District will have to

lay-off over 50 teachers. Cuts of this

magnitude will severely hamper our

schools’ ability to meet the needs of

our students. A loss of 50 teachers

means cuts in core programs such as

science, English, and social studies

as well as art and foreign language

classes. Such cuts will gut the very

programs that we have worked so

hard to maintain.

Thankfully, we have an opportunity

to blunt the effect of the state’s fund-

ing cuts by raising funds locally to

keep teachers in the classrooms and

help our students acquire the knowl-

edge they need to be the leaders of

tomorrow.

Measure A, a five-year emergency

tax, will provide these funds.  Please

join me in voting yes for our

schools, yes for our teachers, and

yes for our students, by voting Yes

on Measure A.

Jeanette Fritzky

Moraga

Editor:

As the mother of two children now

in fifth and seventh grades, it’s dis-

heartening to see what the state’s fis-

cal crisis is doing to our schools.

California schools have been falling

further and further behind the na-

tional average, but I have always

taken pride in the fact that Orinda’s

schools have maintained a standard

of excellence. Just this December,

Miramonte was identified as one of

America’s best high schools by U.S.

News & World Reports. How trou-

bling it is now to learn of impending

teacher lay-offs and cuts to classes

that will severely impact the educa-

tional opportunities available to our

youth. 

We can blame the state’s fiscal woes

on the economic downturn, our leg-

islators, or the voters who sent them

to Sacramento. But, we cannot blame

our youth. Unfortunately, unless we

can pull together to save our schools,

it is our youth who will suffer.

This fiscal crisis undoubtedly will

pass, but I fear not before my chil-

dren and their classmates move on

to high school. Please help preserve

the quality education our commu-

nity is known for by voting Yes on

Measure A. It is a temporary meas-

ure that gives our high school a

much-needed fiscal lifeline.

Susan Rockwood

Orinda
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For Your Home and Garden

For Your Pets

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup

Spring Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - Feeding

Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience

Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

*restrictions apply

Make Your Deck Look New
•  Deck Refinishing & Repairs

•  Deck Construction (wood & composite)

REDWOOD RESTORATION PROFESSIONALS

Serving Lamorinda since 1997

925-686-6802 www.decksbyfineline.com

finelinerenovation@sbcglobal.net
Lic. #616550 Bonded & Insured

Offer your Services 
Standard Rates (printed and online):

1x 6x 12x 26x
Blk&white: $45 $40 $35 $30
One color: $55 $50 $45 $40
Full color: $60 $55 $50 $45

design included, restrictions may apply

Call 925-377-0977

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Woodworking, Electical, Audio, 
Leak repair, Drywall, Painting and    

more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.

Helping you to train your puppy or dog.
No time to train?  

Don’t feel guilty.

Let me do it for you.

Please visit 
www.italkdog.com

for more information and other services.

Denise Collins, Training Coach

925-285-9194

I Talk Dog

For You

DANCE DANCE DANCE

FREE class coupon at: 
www.SalsawithTomaj.com

Orinda, San Ramon 
& Walnut Creek

NO PARTNER 
REQUIRED!

On-going classes 
open to all ages.

415-505-3536

Salsa dance classes
with Tomaj

www.lamorindaservicedirectory.com 

Call Tony at (925) 497-3741
Tree Service

Trimming-Pruning
Brush Clearance
Gutter cleaning
Hauling Debris 

Free Estimate and
Reasonable Prices

Lic#5001386

www.Housecleaninggardening.com

free deck inspections 

www.AllFurLovePetCare.com

bonded & insured

Daily Pet Visits while You’re away
Mid-Day Dog Walks
Barb Pensky, Orinda owner

ALL FUR LOVE PET CARE
Don't forget spring break travel!

Design  • Renovation
Construction

www.taylorsnailers.com510.681.7100
925.299.1580

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more
than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your
letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com
and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum

DEANA VICK DAVIDSON
Financial Advisor

ABCs of LTCI (Long Term Care Insurance)

March 23rd

Call for details  925-689-9600

1390 Willow Pass Rd., Ste 470
Concord, CA 94520

925-689-9600
CA License No. 0E48267

dvick@wradvisors.com
www.deanavickdavidson.wrfa.com

Upcoming
Workshop




