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Many Complain About Downtown Plan
By Cathy Tyson

The next step in the Down-

town Specific Plan (the

Plan) process is a public hearing

of the Draft Environmental Im-

pact Report (D EIR).  Because of

the document’s complexity it is

scheduled to be discussed at two

public hearings with the Planning

Commission – the first was on

March 1, and the second on

March 15 (past publication dead-

line for this newspaper.)  

The D EIR is an important

component of the Plan – which

seeks to provide a framework for

the future of the downtown core

for the next twenty years.  The

Draft EIR assesses potential en-

vironmental consequences and

identifies mitigation measures

and alternatives that lessen im-

pacts.  Three alternatives were

considered in the D EIR: a No

Project Alternative, a Lower In-

tensity Alternative with modified

height and density requirements,

and finally a High Intensity Al-

ternative.  The Higher Intensity

version has prompted the most

concern among residents.  It

should be noted that the City

Council will not make a decision

on the Plan until the fall of 2010. 

Early on the Plan was de-

scribed as “developing a compre-

hensive vision for our downtown

that would allow Lafayette to re-

main true to its past and still

progress forward.”  Easier said

than done.  If the Higher Intensity

Alternative is adopted, at full

build out by 2030, up to 1,765

additional housing units could be

built in the downtown, adding

4,589 new residents.  Opponents

of the Plan argue that the General

Plan is working just fine – and if

it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

After the Planning Com-

mission hearings on the Draft

EIR, the next step in the process

is for all of the comments and

questions regarding that docu-

ment to be addressed in the two-

part Final EIR – comprised of the

revised Draft EIR and responses

by groups and residents alike.

The City has dedicated it-

self to transparency throughout

the Downtown Specific Plan

process.  As a result, many resi-

dents have provided loud and

clear negative comments – a

tsunami of complaints.

In preparation of the March

15 Planning Commission meet-

ing, Maeve Pessis, the President

of the Lafayette Homeowners

Council, which represents a num-

ber of homeowner’s associations,

wrote a letter to the Planning

Commission that said in part,

“We will continue to follow the

review process, even though it

appears at this time that the DEIR

and the poll of our residents are

both pointing to the ‘No Project

Alternative/Revert to the General

Plan’ as the proper way for the

City to proceed.”

Included with the letter is a

29-page chart prepared by resi-

dent experts that goes over the D

EIR with a fine tooth comb – pro-

viding specific comments on

every section from, “Explain the

use of Trips Projections based

upon a 1% per year growth rate

vs. the more typical 2% per year

that Lafayette has known in past

studies,” to “Given the many

constraints on infrastructure, such

as traffic congestion, police pro-

tection, limited circulation net-

work, how can a 72% downtown

increase in population be miti-

gated.  Revise to explain.”     

A long list of concerned

residents felt compelled to voice

their opinion.  “Reading the D

EIR and now learning that these

impacts have been held to just

80% of build out – might just

make Lafayette residents’ hair

stand on end,” said Lynn Hiden.

“The Draft EIR is fundamentally

inadequate because its analysis of

the impact on the schools omits

the evaluation of significant im-

pacts, and its evaluation of miti-

gations is equally deficient,”

notes a letter from Mark and

Karen Zemelman.

Going forward there will

be continued opportunities for

public input.  A public hearing

of the Final EIR is scheduled to

be held May 17 and June 7, fol-

lowed by a public hearing on

the Draft Specific Plan on July

12.  Meetings by the City Coun-

cil will continue through mid-

summer then adoption or

non-adoption of Final Specific

Plan by the City Council is set

for October 18. 

Read Across America Comes to Lafayette
By Cathy Tyson

Ahandful of Saint Mary’s

College (SMC) lacrosse

players took part in Read Across

America Day at Lafayette Ele-

mentary School, reading Dr.

Seuss books to attentive students.

In addition to celebrity readers,

the PTA served a special break-

fast before school of green eggs

and ham – along with bagels and

fruit to 460 students, parents and

grandparents.  “It’s a fun com-

munity tradition,” said Pam Sev-

erson, President of the PTA.

Mrs. Noel, the statuesque second

grade teacher, dresses up as a

very convincing “Cat in the Hat”

and entertains those waiting for

their breakfast. 

Selecting Dr. Seuss was not

by accident, March 2nd happens

to be Theodore Geisel’s birthday;

Geisel is more commonly known

as Dr. Seuss.  Every year the Na-

tional Education Association

sponsors this reading motivation

and awareness program. All

across the country educators, li-

brarians and even college

lacrosse players seek to celebrate

reading.  

The White House issued a

Presidential Proclamation: “As

the foundation that makes all

other learning possible, literacy

is the key to unlocking every

child's full potential. From riding

a bus to opening a bank account,

our everyday tasks and decisions

require comprehension of the

written word. On Read Across

America Day, we reaffirm our

commitment to investing in our

children and giving them an es-

sential tool for success in school

and in life: the ability to read.”

Saint Mary’s junior Rob

Howard and former Acalanes

student, SMC freshman Chris-

tian Skuce read to Ms. Skuce’s

charming and very polite first

graders.  “I read the Lorax in one

of my classes – and so I thought

I’d share it with you,” Howard

said.  

The players emphasized

that you have to read even more

in college than you do in ele-

mentary school.  They reminded

the little ones that the more you

read the better you’re reading

skills will be.

Senior Matt Dini, junior

Jim Castilone and freshman Matt

Jaber read a trio of Dr. Seuss

books to a fourth grade class.

These older kids focused on get-

ting autographs post-story.  Some

of the young ladies were ponder-

ing which fellow was the cutest.

Jennifer, a young lacrosse fan,

said, “It’s exciting to meet real

lacrosse players.”

The students in both class-

rooms were fascinated by the

game of lacrosse and had lots of

questions.  One young man

asked what happens when the

ball goes out of bounds, “It de-

pends,” said Howard, drawing a

picture on the white board.

“Imagine this is me – I’m that re-

ally cool dot…..”

The SMC gentlemen got to

be rock stars for the day – they

made quite an impression on the

younger students.  Men’s

Lacrosse is a Club Sport at Saint

Mary’s, their season runs

through May.  “We have im-

proved vastly since last year,

largely due to head coach Colin

Knightly. We are 4-3 with two

losses by one goal and all three

teams ranked in the top 25 of

the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse

Association - Division 2. We

look forward to the rest of the

season, winning a WCLL (their

league) championship, and

hopefully making a run towards

the national tournament in Den-

ver,” said Dini.  Their last two

home games are on March 21

and April 17.  

From left Saint Mary's College student athletes Christian Skuce and Rob Howard read to 
Lafayette Elementary first graders. Photo Doug Kohen

“pure and undefiled religion...

is this:

to visit

orphans

   

and 

widows in their distress...”
       -James 1:27

willow        spring       church
presents

STEVE HORNER
co-founder of Rancho De Sus Ninos

Steve and his wife have served the homeless children of Mexico since 1987.  

Today Rancho serves over 500 children daily through the orphanage,

family daycare center, schools and youth center.
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