
For Wendy Tamis and George

Hampton, Sunday, November

7th brings hours of extra work.

Daylight Savings Time ends and

Standard Time begins, two hours

after midnight; 2:00 a.m. will offi-

cially become 1:00 a.m.  The aver-

age Lamorinda resident will

probably spend only a few minutes

resetting clocks; but Tamis and

Hampton, co-owners of Clocks,

Etc., will spend hours resetting

somewhere around one thousand

clocks; they spread the work out

over a 1-2 week period because,

“Our fingers get too tired,” says

Hampton.

The Lafayette store rustles

with the tick-tock of hundreds of

clocks.  “All the clocks that do not

have a chime are on time,” says a

proud and methodic Tamis, so

twice a year the change of time re-

quires some planning.  “We start,

before the date of the time change,

with the little ones that are in glass

displays,” she explains, “but the

ones on the wall have to wait for

the actual date; otherwise clients

might get confused.”

The hardest clock to change

this year will be a 50-pounder that

has to be taken off the wall; the

large indoor/outdoor clocks are not

easy either because panels have to

be unscrewed to reach protected

hands and batteries.  “The change

of time is a good opportunity to

change the batteries not only of

smoke detectors, but of battery-

powered clocks as well,” advises

Tamis, “once a year is a good peri-

odicity.” 

Not all clocks should be

turned back.  “You should not fall-

back an antique clock,” says

Hampton, “if you do, you risk

damaging the mechanism and the

strike will be off.”  Every year, the

store gets calls from some of these

clock owners.  “The best thing to

do is to stop it for an hour,” advises

Tamis.

The couple also gets a few

calls every year from people

whose radio controlled clocks do

not change automatically like

they’re supposed to. The WWVB

Atomic Clock time signal, trans-

mitted from Colorado, provides

the ability to synchronize the time

on computers and other electrical

equipment; clocks equipped with

a receptor get a signal at 2:00 a.m.

and roll back automatically.  “In

the buildings we live in, some-

times the devices have difficulty

getting the signal,” explains

Tamis, “we recommend that own-

ers put their clock in a window

facing east overnight; eventually

it will hit the signal.”
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5151-C Port Chicago Highway  ~  Concord, CA 94520
www.ACSystemsInc.com • License# 632329

SINCE 1969

(925) 676-2103Local 104 Union Shop

YOUR AC SYSTEM SHOULDN’T HAVE TO WORK SO HARD TO BE COOL.

$45 
A/C MAINTENANCE SPECIAL  

UP 
TO

$3,375
IN REBATES AND TAX CREDITS!

ON SELECT CARRIER SYSTEMS
See dealer for complete details. Limited time only.

FREE ESTIMATES ON INSTALLATIONS

After $50 Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 104 Union rebate. 
One per household. See dealer for details. Expires 5/15/2010

I WANT 
TO BE 
COOL

Local 104 Union Shop

www.ACSystemsInc.com i License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

HEY, I'M 
STRUGGLING
OVER HERE!!

READY SOLAR SYSTEMS, TOO

WE DO$45 
A/C MAINTENANCE SPECIAL  

UP 
TO

$3,375
IN REBATES AND TAX CREDITS!

ON SELECT CARRIER SYSTEMS
See dealer for complete details. Limited time only.

After $50 Sheet Metal Workers’ Local 104 Union rebate. 
One per household. See dealer for details. Expires 5/15/2010

FURNACE MAINTENANCE*
*After $50 Union Rebate
Valid 10/15 - 11/30/2010

FREE ESTIMATES ON INSTALLATIONS

The Russell family (left), from Denmark, help Wendy Tamis and George Hampton reset a wall of clocks.
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‘Round the Clock We Go
Set your clocks back the night of November 6th
By Sophie Braccini

Christmas CA$H for 
your Holiday $pending

Convert your unwanted and broken jewelry 
into CASH for the holidays!  

Unlike fly-by-night operations that stop by in Bay Area hotels or gold parties or internet buyers or jewelry stores that have started buying gold, we are licensed and regulated by the
State and Federal Governments with daily police oversight; we offer transparent transactions, weighing your gold on county-certified scales right in front of you; we pay local,
state,and federal taxes and contribute to our local community, supporting community events and charities, employing locals, and spending our money in our local area.  PleasantHill
Coin & Jewelry Exchange has been family-owned and operated since 1997, with family experience in this business for more than 25 years.

Pleasant Hill Coin & Jewelry Exchange is your LOCAL and LEGAL option for turning gold into cash.  
We are buyers of gold, silver, and platinum in any form: broken chains, old rings, 
unfashionable earrings, coins, Rolex watches         turn it all into CASH TODAY!

We also have a wide selection of jewelry ON SALE for the holidays.

Pleasant Hill Coin & Jewelry Exchange – a smart way to shop, a great way to sell!

Open:   
Monday to Friday 10am - 6pm  

Saturday 10am – 4pm

3264 Buskirk Avenue, Pleasant Hill, CA  94523 - Off Hwy 680, next to BEST BUY

Tel: (925) 937 7877   www.coin-and-jewelry.com

License # 07090995 

Lighting up your holiday spirit

Locally owned 
and operated

• Sales
• Service
• Design
• Installation
• Take Down

• Storage
• Quality Products
• Prompt Service
• Trained Professionals

From basic to spectacular, we can make any size home look fantastic. Whether it's roofline,
landscape, or tree lighting, we will work with you to come up with the perfect design.

Free Estimates 925-324-9059 or info@christmaslightspecialists.com

We also clean rain gutters
Ask about our energy efficient 

LED lights!


