
Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real

Estate needs to experience the

integrity, professionalism and

results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.

Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088

Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net

DRE License #01327738

Mortgage rates are at historical lows
Best time to buy or refinance a home
or investment property

Kyle Davis
MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

80% Loans to $2,000,000

75% Loans to $3,000,000

We use experienced local Appraisers

Providing Premier Loan products 
and service.
For current rates call Kyle 
at 925-314-5299.

Fax: (925) 831-9161

kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Modern and Connected
Orinda’s Award Winning Homes

,,,continued from OH1

          
From their professional training

and by nature, the Remicks are great
economizers of space and time. Fol-
lowing the footprint of the original
home, they built a 2,800 square foot,
two-story, modern-style home that in-
cludes four bedrooms, four bath-
rooms and a detached 220 square foot
guest cottage/office to meet all the
space needs of their home-based busi-
nesses, their school-age daughter, and
their two rescued black and tan coon-
hounds. Remarkably the house was
completed in seven months. “We were
able to build the house in seven
months by fabricating portions of the
house offsite while the foundation
was being constructed,” explains Joe.

          
Many of the sustainable ele-

ments in the home are reflected in the
materials employed. The exterior
walls of the house are covered in a
combination of cedar siding and a
lime-based plaster. All of the wood
used in the interior and on the exte-
rior of the house was sourced from
Forest Stewardship Council-certified
outlets to ensure the wood products
came from responsibly harvested and
verified sources. The lime-based plas-
ter on the exterior walls does not re-
quire a high-energy manufacturing
process like the more commonly used
cement. In addition, the Remicks
used 0% VOC paint, which contains
no volatile organic compounds.

          
“A lot of the sustainability is tied

to the systems in the house,” says Joe.
The pipe runs are short and close to-
gether to minimize wasted energy.
Lighting is controlled by a home au-
tomation system, and all of the lights

are dimmable and preset to a maxi-
mum 90% of the total light capacity.
“The difference between 90% and
100% of the light capacity is indis-
cernible to the eye,” says Joe, “and the
10% reduction saves energy and
greatly extends the life of the light
bulbs.” There are two solar panels on
the roof, which meet about ¾ of their
hot water needs, and 16 solar photo-
voltaic panels, a 3.2 kilowatt system,
that provide the energy for about half
of the home’s electrical needs. The flat
roof of the guest cottage has succu-
lents and small grasses growing on it
that provide insulation and absorb ex-
cess rainwater. 

          
And when the weather warms

again, the Remicks have plenty of fun
things to keep them busy outside. The
backyard has a hot tub, an in-ground
trampoline, and a bocce ball court.
Along with several raised vegetable
boxes, the Remicks have also planted
one hundred Sangiovese grapevines,
about enough to make a barrel esti-
mates Joe, who shares wine-making
equipment with a neighbor. The con-
cept for the Remick’s new home is re-
ally about the connection to the site
and the land. 

Ogrydziak/Prillinger Architects
www.oparch.net
(415) 474-6724

project NORTH
Owner, Joseph Remick
www.projectNORTH.com
(415) 465-1001

- New Custom Builds    
-  Additions    
-  Custom Kitchens    
-  Custom Baths
-  Doors/Windows    
-  Tile/Pavers

-  Foundations:
- Re-Leveling
- Structure Repair
- Drainage Systems

-  Retaining Wall

-  Electrical/Custom Wiring

510-385-8251 • MaraConst@comcast.net
W W W . M A R A C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

MARA CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.
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Clarification, issue date 01/05/11
Village Associates Celebrates Ten Years in Lamorinda: According to
Village Associates founder Ignacio Vega: “Village Associates Real
Estate enjoys a 23% share of the Lamorinda market and has the
highest dollar volume in the county for a standalone single office
based on statistics compiled by Brokermetrics.”


