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The Cutting Edge of Water Use and Reuse
One Lafayette homeowner is a leader in Contra Costa County
By Sophie Braccini

W
hen John and Gwenn Lennox
decided to rebuild their home

in Lafayette, they knew they wanted it

to be energy efficient, to incorporate
sustainable materials and have a
drought resistant landscape –but they

never imagined they would end up
with home in which they used rain
water to wash the laundry and gray-

water to keep their lawn green.  

         
Architect Greg Faulkner came up

with the idea; contractor Tom Alder-
son contacted Brent Bucknum, owner
of Hyphae Design Laboratory, who
conceived a $30,000 self-sustaining
system that’s one of a kind in Contra
Costa County.

         
“The system we set in place is

two-fold,” explains Gwenn Lennox,
sipping tea at her matte red granite
counter. “Downspouts collect rain
water that drips along the butterfly
shaped roof; that water falls in sand
boxes that filter it and prevent leaves
and other debris from getting into the
storage.  The rainwater is stored in two
1,700 gallons containers that have
been buried under the patio.  A pump
sends the water back into the house to
be used for the laundry, for sinks in the
garage and the laundry room, and for
our water fountain.  The second part is
the gray-water recycling.”  

         
Gray-water recycling is the more

unusual component of a household
system.  Use of gray-water has become
very common in dry states, especially
for golf courses and large expanses of
landscape.  The same principles are ap-
plied here, but on a much smaller scale.
         

... continued on page D4

Gwenn Lennox shows the entrance to the gray-water collection tank. Photo Sophie Braccini
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
MORAGA
2133 Donald Drive #9, 94556, ING Bank, 04-26-11, $223,906, 1224 sf, 2 bd

LAFAYETTE
3308 Berta Lane, $975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $946,000, 04-20-10
3454 Black Hawk Road, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1924 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-3-11
3684 Happy Valley Road, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3289 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-17-11
3330 Helen Lane, $735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2226 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $300,000, 11-21-96
1038 Lindsey Court, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2469 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-3-11
3450 Little Lane, $1,182,000, 3 Bdrms, 2861 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $1,215,000, 12-19-06
3591 Powell Drive, $1,470,000, 4 Bdrms, 2384 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 5-5-11
3958 Rancho Road, $1,286,500, 4 Bdrms, 3051 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-10-11; Previous Sale: $630,000, 02-09-93
968 Stow Lane, $920,000, 4 Bdrms, 3843 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 5-17-11
3354 Sweet Drive, $687,000, 3 Bdrms, 1535 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 5-11-11

MORAGA
2129 Ascot Drive #19, $97,500, 1 Bdrms, 432 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $239,000, 05-18-05
70 Ashbrook Place, $720,000, 4 Bdrms, 2030 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 5-17-11; Previous Sale: $225,000, 01-04-00
565 Augusta Drive, $790,000, 4 Bdrms, 2945 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 5-13-11
609 Augusta Drive, $738,000, 2 Bdrms, 1810 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 5-13-11
166 Cypress Point Way, $615,000, 2 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-17-11
100 Devin Drive, $1,410,000, 4 Bdrms, 4273 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 10-16-02
475 Kingsford Drive, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 2240 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $1,120,000, 11-14-06
188 Miramonte Drive, $415,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-10-11
120 Miramonte Drive, $472,000, 2 Bdrms, 1772 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-6-11; Previous Sale: $235,000, 03-31-98
151 Natalie Drive, $810,000, 4 Bdrms, 1976 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-12-11; Previous Sale: $127,000, 12-20-77
228 Rheem Boulevard, $550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1517 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-6-11
61 Sanders Ranch Rd., $1,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 3522 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $790,000, 05-02-95
1866 School Street, $795,000, 4 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 5-5-11
4 Sparrow Court, $768,500, 4 Bdrms, 1776 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-10-11; Previous Sale: $562,000, 08-22-00
1707 St. Andrews Drive, $640,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-13-11; Previous Sale: $534,000, 07-03-02
2 Wingfoot Street, $961,000, 3 Bdrms, 2957 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $630,000, 10-02-92

ORINDA
106 Coral Drive, $675,000, 3 Bdrms, 1512 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-4-11; Previous Sale: $46,500, 06-22-73
19 Donald Drive, $1,335,000, 3 Bdrms, 3294 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 5-16-11; Previous Sale: $425,000, 06-28-85
108 La Espiral, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 3135 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $863,000, 08-02-02
19 Hilldale Court, $1,745,000, 5 Bdrms, 3552 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 09-06-06
5 Kenmore Court, $940,000, 4 Bdrms, 2499 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-12-11; Previous Sale: $641,000, 11-19-99
18 Lavenida Drive, $726,000, 4 Bdrms, 1754 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $36,000, 08-07-70
26 Longridge Road, $715,000, 6 Bdrms, 1416 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-17-11; Previous Sale: $810,000, 10-20-08
121 Lombardy Lane, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-5-11; Previous Sale: $534,000, 12-31-97
649 Miner Road, $820,000, 4 Bdrms, 3114 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 5-6-11; Previous Sale: $525,000, 08-08-97
37 Oak Road, $1,447,500, 5 Bdrms, 4672 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 5-3-11; Previous Sale: $770,000, 01-22-97
164 Ravenhill Road, $972,500, 3 Bdrms, 2150 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 5-11-11; Previous Sale: $992,000, 02-28-06
48 Rheem Boulevard, $950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2668 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 5-17-11
515 Tahos Road, $1,211,500, 5 Bdrms, 4120 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-2-11; Previous Sale: $886,500, 05-24-95
15 Van Ripper Lane, $995,000, 8 Bdrms, 2328 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 5-9-11
41 Vista Del Mar, $1,065,000, 5 Bdrms, 3245 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-4-11

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
16 
15

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$687,000

$97,500
$675,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$1,600,000
$1,410,000
$1,745,000

15 Candlelight Lane
Lafayette
Built in 2005 this stunning 
4 bedroom + office, 3.5 bath
3417 sq. ft.  Craftsman style
home has a fabulous single level
floor plan & long list of
impressive finishes & features.
One of the most exceptional
homes you will see in 2011.
Great close in location in Reliez
Valley...walk to Springhill
Elementary and Acalanes High
School...just minutes to
downtown Lafayette, Walnut
Creek and BART. Virtual tour at
www.kurtpiper.com.

Offered at
$1,575,000.

Kurt Piper
THE PIPER GROUP

(925) 818-8000
kurt@kurtpiper.com
www.kurtpiper.com

DRE#01130308

ASSOCIATES
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To register with Recycle Bank:
If you’ve lost the letter that contained your PIN number, no
problem – Go online to recyclebank.com and click on ‘register.’
Enter your information, including your address.
Get a new pin by mail or immediately with a message sent to
your cell phone; now you can complete your registration.

April 2011 Tons % Tons % % 
Recycled change Landfill change Recycled

Lafayette 785 +13 456 +/- 63
Moraga 486 +13 245 -17 66
Orinda 658 +13 333 -10 66

March 2011 Tons % Tons % % 
Recycled change Landfill change Recycled

Lafayette 691 +16 455 +12 60
Moraga 428 +16 295 +25 59
Orinda 579 +16 369 +15 61

Recycling in Lamorinda

The numbers below are provided by the Central Costa
County Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA) and will be
included in the Lamorinda Weekly on an ongoing basis
when available.
The numbers published in our last issue, 5-25-11 were
incorrect. Please see revised numbers below.

Fill me up  
- please!

ELENA HOOD
REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030

LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

9 Merrill Drive, Moraga
Fabulous single level Sanders Ranch home, 

completely updated, 3332 sqft, with 4 Br, 3 Ba & 
3 car garage on a .45 acre lot.  Beautiful creekside 

setting with pool, spa, and lawns.
 $1,475,000           www.9MerrillDr.com

3 Wallabi Ct., Lafayette
Wonderful traditional home, over 2600 sqft, 

on a large lot with pool and spa.
 $1,035,000           www.3WallabiCt.com

6 La Quinta, Moraga CC
Desirable single level home on the golf  course 

with great open views.  2430 sqft with 3 Br, 
2.5 Ba. Updated baths, new kitchen appliances.

Quiet cul-de-sac.  Call for a private showing.  
  $950,000           www.6LaQuinta.com

It’s a Great Time to Move Up... or Down...     
Interest rates are still very low.  There are many wonderful homes 

for sale in Lamorinda.   Give us a call to talk about your move!

34 Brandt Dr, Moraga

5 Br, 3 Ba, 3586 sqft feet

Open Sunday 1-4

Coming Soon!

Sale Pending!

Coming soon!OUR HOMES    LAMORINDA WEEKLY            Pag  e: D3



The operating mode mimics natural wetlands
that purify water by acting like a sponge, and
extracting contaminants and nutrients
through their extensive root mass. “The sys-
tem is designed to divert, filter, store and dis-

perse the household gray-water to the drip ir-
rigation system,” explains Bucknum, “the
Lennoxs’ can divert the gray-water to sewer
(when they use harsh chemicals for clean-
ing), or to the in-house treatment system.”

Bucknum created a mini wetland
expanse on the side of the house that looks
like a pretty, ornamental garden.   Gray-
water that’s water collected from the bath-
room showers and sinks, as well as from the
laundry room, is reused to water the lawn
and many plants (but not the vegetable gar-
den). Designing such a system required
building a double plumbing system to sep-
arate the collection of recycled and non-re-
cycled waters. 

Although the process is well
known internationally and has been in use
all over the world, it was a first for the
Lafayette Planning Department and Contra
Costa Building Inspectors.  “The City of
Lafayette really helped us in the process,”
said Lennox, “they were willing to listen and
facilitate.”

           
“Water is a resource that we need to

conserve and we loved the concept,” said
Lafayette City Planner Greg Wolf, “the
Contra Costa Building Department looked
at the intent of the rules and kept the big
picture in mind.  It was a learning process
for us all.”  The planner hopes to see more
of such systems in the future coming for ap-
proval in Lafayette, “These are becoming
more common practices,” said Wolf, “they
just are not main-stream, yet.”
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The Cutting Edge of Water Use and Reuse
... continued from page D1

Purple drip lines containing gray-water irri-
gate the lawn.

R E A L  E S T A T E

Joan Cleveland
Broker, MBA

Office: 925-254-0505
Cell: 925-200-2909  
joancleve@aol.com

DRE# 00592537

◆ Extensive experience
◆ Acknowledged integrity

◆ Exceptional results

Access to the rainwater containers
under the patio

Downspouts direct water to sand basin Photos Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Weekly  
Please call for advertising

925-377-0977
Delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda. 

24,200 printed copies and it’s all 
online:  www.lamorindaweekly.com



Offered at $2,795,000

MAJESTIC, FRENCH PROVENCAL ESTATE

For further details on this exquisite property please visit: 

      

www.dudum.com

REALTOR®
   

  
 

ANGIE CLAY

Opening Doors of Opportunity...
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California wisdom
To envision a cohesive place 
where home, landscape, site 
and interior are in perfect unison…
 
To design a compelling, timeless 
and innovative environment 
that’s more with less…

To venture beyond the 
standard-issue home that’s 
custom for everyone but you…
 
ORR Design Offi ce—a unique and rare 
fi rm, approaching the design of 
your home from a new perspective.

925.587.4200  www.ORRdesign.com 
Buildings  Interiors  Landscapes

CLA 2621



Troy Feddersen     925-550-2353
   Broker Associate   www.TroyFed.com 
J. Rockcliff, Realtors    Troy@Rockcliff.com

Excellence  Expertise

DRE# 1835783 

 Thinking About Buying?

There’s a saying that your biggest gains 
are to be made when you buy, not sell. 

Take advantage of once-in-a-generation 
home buying opportunities this spring, 

Get the most for your money by working 
with a professional buyer agent. 
A market expert, with a plan for you.

Top 4 Opportunities in 2011

1) Buy foreclosures in select neighborhoods and cities in Contra Costa 
County, for strong rental income returns, with future appreciation. 

2) Buy a home in Lafayette, Moraga, or Orinda, in a rare buyer’s market. 
3) Sell in the under $1,000,000 range in Lamorinda, where sales are now 

improving, and move up to your dream house in a higher price range 
where the best negotiating opportunities exist. 

4) Downsize, and sell in Lamorinda, where the market has not dropped as 
much, then buy a great one-story home at a bargain price in a nice 
neighborhood where homes have dropped more.  Keep a low property 
tax by transferring it to the new house within Contra Costa County. 

Talk to Troy ! 

.

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

CALL AN ARBORIST
The most common reason a tree owner calls an

arborist is concern that something is wrong with a

tree. It may be that some of the leaves are discolored, a branch has died, or perhaps the

entire tree has been dropping leaves. Sometimes the cause of the concern is a minor

problem that is easily explained and corrected. Other times the problem is more

complex-with several underlining causes and a remedy that requires treatments

extending over several years. Unfortunately, there are instances in which the problem

has gone undetected for so long that the tree cannot be helped, and the only option is

removal. If an arborist had been called earlier, perhaps the tree could have been saved.

So  don’t  wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified Arborist at

Advance Tree Service and Landscaping.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

One of a Kind in Orindawoods

220 The Knoll, Orinda

Desirable end
unit with many
custom features:
Gracious floor plan,
wonderful natural light,
beautiful hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, and lovely decks.
This 2500 plus square foot home features an informal eating
area adjacent to the "cooks" kitchen, inviting family room,
separate office, formal dining room and gracious living room
with game alcove. The amenities are numerous, quality is
excellent, and the home welcomes all with warmth and
sophistication. www.220TheKnoll.com   

An Excellent Value offered at $849,000
Presented by

SUE LAYNG
Cell: 925-963-7189
Sue@SueLayng.com
www.SueLayng.com
DRE # 000970956

ASSOCIATES
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L

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103   Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Marianne Greene
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
I. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

21 North Lane
Charming 4bd/2.5ba family living nr all
conveniences + top-rated elem. school. Enjoy well-
maint living spaces w/kit/fam rm combo accessing
outside. Remod baths, hdwd flrs.

Offered at $839,000

Sunday Open House 

ORINDA

207 Orchard Road
Charming 3bd/2ba in approx 1700 sf on great lot
w/views. Features hdwd flrs, dual panes, great floor
plan. Sparkling pool, level lawn & veggie garden.
Conv to schools, shopping & public transp.

Offered at $850,000

ORINDA

97 Coral Drive
Fabulous 4bd + office in Ivy Dr. neighborhood. Beaut

updated chef's kitchen opens to fam rm. Hdwd flrs,

skylights, dual panes, fenced lvl yd. Walk to 12 yrs.

schools + MVP tennis/swim club.

Offered at $899,000

ORINDA

8 Irving Court
Quintessential Sleepy Hollow 3bd/2ba charmer -

updated rancher on cul de sac, vaulted ceilings,

hdwd flrs, ready to go! Level out yard. 

Photos: www.8IrvingCt.com.

Offered at $949,000
ORINDA

18 La Vuelta
Custom “Old Orinda” home above Lake Cascade,
updated with quality but keeping the original warmth
& charm. Approx 4100 sf on .33 ac of stunning
landscaping, inviting brick patios.  Sep 1bd/1ba apt
above garage.      Offered at $1,650,000

ORINDA

136 Manzanita Court
Spectacular newly blt 4000 sf custom Santa Barbara

style home seldom found in area. 4bd/3.5 ba of

incredible design & custom appointments. 

A world of charm.

Offered at $1,849,000

ORINDA

69 Tara Road
Very special 4bd/3.5ba hm of great style, lovely

decor & quality ehancements. 4382 sf of ideal

spaces, high ceilings + ofc. Pvt gated 1 acre

w/outstanding outdoor areas. Views too.              

Offered at $1,865,000

MORAGA

4 Dolores Court
Well-maintained + charming living w/vaulted

ceilings, updated kitchen/baths, hdwd flrs + great

style. Ideal privacy on cul-de-sac, very quiet.

Beautiful gardens & patios, lovely setting.

Offered at $565,000
MORAGA

818 Augusta Drive
Spacious MCC townhouse w/idyllic setting.

Backs to babbling brook. Frml LR & DR. Fam

area off kitchen. 3bd/2.5ba + bonus room.

Ownership incl club amenities. Top-rated schools.

Offered at $639,000

MORAGA

11 Buckingham Drive
Terrific 3bd/2ba home! Open floor plan with

remodeled living, dining rms & kitchen. Expanded

master. Great yard with new paver patio and large

lawn.

Offered at $785,000

MORAGA

66 Shuey Drive
Fabulous beautifully remodeled 4bd + office, 

2.5 bath with VIEWS, lawn & pool. 

Over 2900 sf w.amazing finish work. 

Party central!

Offered at $1,315,000

LAFAYETTE

3363 St. Mary's Road
Classic ranch on premium lot set back from road.

Near Laf/Moraga trail. Great oppty for Lafayette

schools. Nice outdoor spaces + pool. LR w/frplc &

vaulted beam ceiling. Granite counters in kitchen.

Offered at $819,000
LAFAYETTE

3221 Apache Court
Burton Valley charmer. 4bd/3ba on beautifully

landscaped .31 acre lot. Great floor plan, salt water

pool, cul-de-sac location. Updated baths, close to

school & park.

Offered at $1,250,000

LAFAYETTE

8 Hawks Hill Court
Absolutely stunning pano views of Mt. Diablo, hills

& Carquinez straits. Custom blt by owner in 2006

w/mstr suite, LR, DR, FR, kit on main lvl, 3 bds &

2nd fam rm on lower lvl. Many custom features.

Offered at $1,798,000

LAFAYETTE

3460 La Caminita
Stunning Tuscany-style 4200 sf custom 5bd/4ba

home blt in 1991 on 3 acres! 18' ceilings, maple

floors, views, privacy, geothermal

heating/cooling system.

Offered at $1,998,000

WALNUT CREEK

3030 Walnut Blvd.
Walnut Heights 3bd/2ba mid-century rancher

on .40 acre lot w/pool! Needs updating & work

but good potential w/room to add on.

Hardwood floors in most rooms.

Offered at $569,000

New PriceNew Listing New Price

New Listing New Listing New ListingNew Listing

New Price

New ListingNew Listing


