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Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for

cooktops and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/15/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

+$300

tax credit

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

We’re polypipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

We Hop To It!

Controlling the Wild Things
By Sophie Braccini   

The cover story of the late May

edition of The Economist is

about the ‘Anthropocene,” a new ge-

ologic chronological term for our time

characterized by the reshaping of the

planet by humans. Wilderness is be-

coming increasingly irrelevant, be-

cause the world’s ecosystems are

increasingly dominated by creatures

that fare well in an environment dom-

inated by humans while their wilder,

natural predators are disappearing. In

the suburban environment, where

readily accessible food abounds, we

see the proliferation of what some call

pests – such as skunks, raccoons or

turkeys – while mountain lions and

other predators that could control

these populations are pushed further

away.  Humans do not always react

positively to this cohabitation with

semi-rural wildlife.

      

Cherrie Grant lives in one of

Moraga’s peaceful neighborhood that

adjoins open space.  In a recent letter

to her neighbors, the former Moraga

mayor explains the steps she took to

address the increasing skunk problem

on her property. She contacted Contra

Costa Vector Control and Inspector

Joe Cleope came to her house to sur-

vey the problem.  

      

“He (Cleope) has apparently re-

moved about six skunks from our

area, and has had several other calls,”

she said,  “Unless we all cooperate,

the problem will become increasingly

worse.”  Cleope could not find a

skunk den at Grant’s house and will

have to trap somewhere else.  “The

problem is that some residents are

leaving cat food outside their homes,”

adds Grant, “and it encourages all sort

of animals to get closer to homes.”  

      

She hopes that more neighbors

will call on Vector Control, which is

a free service. As far as skunks are

concerned, Vector Control can inter-

vene if the animals are considered a

potential rabies vector, but not for

odiferous issues.  The free public

service was established at the begin-

ning of the 20th century to prevent the

spreading of diseases such as malaria.

Today Vector Control continues its ef-

forts to protect the public from emerg-

ing diseases.  They are well known

for mosquito control programs, and

removal of ground-nesting yellow

jackets.  They also assist cities that

have problems with mice and rats.

But Vector Control does not offer a

solution for raccoons or turkeys.

      

In Moraga, turkeys continue to fly

around and nest in the hills. 

                   

... continued on page A10
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712 Ironbark Court, Orinda

Orindawoods. . . Streets with sidewalks. Bus
stops for great schools! 3+bd/2.5ba, single family
home with office, HOA includes: pool, tennis,
BART shuttle, greenbelts. Beautifully updated.
Mint condition.
$1,099,999 Debra Trevarthen

981 Calle Verde, Martinez

Elegant Contemporary in a serene setting. 
Privacy, pool, outdoor kitchen and a smashing,
4300+/-sf home built in 2002. Resort amenities.
Five bedrooms, bonus room, loft office, gourmet
kitchen, lush gardens, outdoor kitchen, gazebo
and more.
$1,599,000 Bill Finnegan

798 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Rare Opportunity! On the golf course. Single
level, detached home in Moraga Country Club
with a flat yard and spectacular views of the 
6th fairway. All updated with vaulted ceilings,
hardwood floors, 3-car garage. All club amenities
included.
$995,000 Alan Marks

3662 West Road, Lafayette

Perfect downtown location. Charming, three 
bedroom home in downtown Lafayette. Updated
kitchen and baths, new paint, hardwood floors.
Very close to restaurants, shopping, BART. Level,
fenced yard, 2-car garage plus additional parking.
$749,000 Alan Marks
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As baseball is now underway,

the home selling season is also

in full swing. With interest

rates at an all-time low, we

have buyers on deck ready to

make an offer on your home.

Call us today and put our 

experience to work for you!
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Adrian the cat surveys a skunk in the backyard. Photo Cherie Grant




