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The Great Used Book Battle

By Lou Fancher

(Editor's note: We visited the Orinda
Safeway at press time and there were
no traces of the blue bin.)
n every battle, iconic images cap-
ture the essence of the conflict.

In World War 1, it was Uncle
Sam, pointing out of a poster and
stating, “I want YOU for U. S.
Army.”

Today, in Lamorinda, blue dona-
tion bins bearing the words, “Donate
to Charity,” have come to represent
the struggle between Thrift Recy-
cling Management (TRM), a national
used book reseller, and local library
groups.

Based in Lakewood, Washing-
ton, TRM is a for-profit entity
founded by CEO Phil McMullin. A
recent $8.5 million venture-capital
investment is allowing the company
to expand its partnerships with its
non-profit branch, Reading Tree, and
local charities across the country.

TRM’s stated intention is to cap-
italize on the resale value of used lit-
erature while supporting charitable
organizations and reducing the num-
ber of books headed to landfills.

Linda Landau, treasurer of
Friends of Orinda Library (FOL), of-
fered a different perspective on used
books.

“Learn the facts before you do-
nate,” began a letter from Landau to
library supporters. “Our Friends
groups do a great job recycling books
and we don't need to have them (and
our source of funds) going out of the
area,” she continued. “Please keep
the value of your donation here, not
enriching an out-of-state for-profit
corporation,” Landau concluded.

When the first blue bins appeared
in Orinda, and later, when an an-
nouncement from nearby Oakland
heralded the collaboration between
Safeway, Reading Tree and Reading
Partners, an East Bay non-profit,
Landau and her associates were
alarmed.

The Oakland initiative, which
will result in a total of 2,500 books
being contributed to Brookfield Ele-
mentary School, Learning Without
Limits, Think College Now Elemen-
tary, Berkeley Maynard Academy
and Hillside Elementary School, will
benefit the area’s early reading pro-
grams.

Landau voiced concern that
FOL’s efforts not be construed as
Orinda versus Oakland. “We are con-
cerned that an important source of
revenue for all libraries and Friends
groups is threatened. We have the
time and resources to work on this.
Many communities, those who
would suffer the most from the lost
income, aren't able to take on this
kind of effort,” she wrote in a recent
email. Although Oakland itself is not
in Contra Costa County, Landau
noted that everything in the Orinda li-
brary is available to all residents of
this county through inter-library
loans.

Sharon Lingane, Manager
of the Lafayette Friends Corner Book
Shop, agreed. “The Friends of the

Lafayette Library have been selling
used books since 1967. They were
able to donate over a million dollars
to build the new library. We have
20,000 books. We have 150 volun-
teers. We sell hundreds of books
every single week,” Lingane wrote.

A call to McMullin asking him to
respond to the objections—and to ex-
plain what percentage of the sales are
actually donated to charity—gar-
nered an immediate answer.

“Ifthere is a library that is feeling
threatened, I would be thrilled to
know who they are,” McMullin said.
“I’'m interested in making sure that
they know we are there to support
them.”

Far from feeling supported, Lin-
gane said TRM will interfere with the
Friends’ ability to help their library.
“I would like the bin not to be at
Safeway — unless the bin is put there
by someone in the community and
the proceeds go back into the com-
munity,” she stated flatly.

With confusion about the rela-
tionship between TRM and Learning
Tree and varying donation figures
published in media reports, Mc-
Mullin was asked for further clarifi-
cation.

A Q and A fact sheet he for-
warded about Reading Tree stated the
following:

Frankly, about half the books
placed in the bins are damaged, un-
usable or unsalable for one reason or
another. TRM converts them to pulp
that is sold to paper mills. Some of
the revenue from selling pulp, to-
gether with a portion of the revenue
from selling books online, helps
cover Reading Tree's operating ex-
penses.

Pressed to provide a more spe-
cific donation figure, McMullin said,
“We take the books and process
them. Out of that processing we have
a commitment to give back to the
companies the books they most use.
As a general rule, we give Reading
Tree what they need: mostly chil-
dren’s books.”

“They take the best books that
get the best prices. I[f TRM sells them
online, that directly cuts into our
sales,” Lingane stated.

“We are not skimming and taking
the very best books. It’s disingenu-
ous to say that,” responded Mc-
Mullin.

But Lingane was insistent, say-
ing, “In the long run, it’s not going to
be helpful for this community. It will
end up in our bookshop not being able
to survive, depending on how many
people decide dropping the books at
Safeway is easier. I don’t want [peo-
ple] to find another place to donate
books that will compete with us.”

The competitive challenge has
galvanized both Orinda and
Lafayette activists to request a meet-
ing with Safeway. An offer to allow
library groups to collect books from
the bins was rejected as impractical,
because many library volunteers are
seniors.

Kathy Merchant, Executive Di-
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rector of the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation, encour-
aged library trustees to express their
concerns to Safeway’s senior man-
agement.

At press time, plans for a meeting
with Safeway had stalled, after tense
negotiations about who should have
access to the community’s books.
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ELITE HAIR AND SKIN
Galina Alexander

Esthetician & Skin Care Specialist

20% off Your First Service

- Full Body Wax

- Brazilian Wax for Men & Women
- Facial

- Eyelash Extensions

I ] 925-817-9072
w 41

Karen Cochenour

Stylist/Colorist

Full Service:
Cut, Color, Color Correction, Keratin
Treatment, Feather Extensions

SUMMER COLOR SPECIAL
Single process color,

Includes complementary travel size
Color Health Shampoo & Conditioner by
Marco Pelusi of West Hollywood.*

*While supplies last
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925- 595-8429
3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (across from Ace Hardware)
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AndiBrownHomes.com
925.818.4588

Atussa Ghanbari

VALENTI

AtussaValentHomes.com
925.212.0722

@ DANA REEDY

DanaReedyHomes.com
925.253.4621

FREE ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

Saturday, July 16th, 9 am - 12 pm

5 Moraga Way, Orinda (back parking lot)

ANY & ALL electronics and small appliances. No flourescent lights or batteries.

Not sure 1f what you want to get rid of fits

the any & all category? Check out

facebook.com/cbRisimgStars for detais.
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why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice
ot older adults in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?

& Home Care Asshtanee lets youn select the caregiver of yourr clwice from our extensive mosles

® Home Care Assistance 1 the lemder m Z4-hour-a-day, T-day-a=week hve-m care

o Home Care Assistanee provides high guality, bonded and insured caregivers whao pre
eapericneed incare for older adulix

# Home Care Assistance helps with meals, porsonal care, transportation and mare

& Home Care Assistanee has been the Top Choice inthe Bay Area for home care since 2002,

Mt Mabelene Pepito. Mabelene 15 the nurse care mumager for our
Dran illeWalnu Creek oflice. She was trained &5 a norse of the

Limiw ersily il Sam Francrseo. She 1s avmlabde (6 answer any ..|||y-11i||n~.
v may have abowl home cane,

Call Mabelene for a free consuliation ai:
925-817-0416
www.HomeCareAssisiance.com






