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Sakai encourages her students to
use interesting materials that they find
in nature for their Ikebana creations.
One woman had her husband stop the
car along the highway so she could re-
trieve a tumbleweed from the side of the
road. “I used a whole can of white spray
paint on that,” she exclaimed. She then
interspersed white lilies and babies
breath within the painted tumbleweed
to create an arrangement emotive of a
bright firework.

Gordon Ward, one of the male mi-
nority in the class, is a formally trained
potter. He started taking the class five or
six years ago with his mother, Anne,
who has been a Sakai follower for over
1S years. Both Wards are longtime

Lafayette residents and enthusiasts of
Japanese architecture and gardens. “I
came to the class and quickly got
hooked on Ikebana,” says Gordon, who
now creates ceramic vases and contain-
ers that are used by his classmates and
Ikebana artists around the country.
During the last hour of the three-
hour lesson, the critique portion of the
afternoon, the class moves around the
room as a group to observe each stu-
dent’s arrangement, and Sakai provides
insight into what works and what does
not. “This is very touching. It makes me
cry,” says Sakai in response to a student’s
work. “Are you a good cook?” she asks
another who has created an arrange-
ment with lettuce leaves and vegetables.
Sakai freely moves branches and is not
shy about pulling out her clippers to
trim flowers to create better proportion
and visual lines for the arrangements.
For Sakai, less is more. She achieves the
right balance of flower, form, and space
with a few quick adjustments, and her
students are left guided and inspired.
“Such a mentor, we just love her,”
says a student as she breaks down her
arrangement and packs up for the day,
ready to do it all over again next week.
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Thinking About Buying?

There’s a saying that your biggest gains
are to be made when you buy, not sell.

Take advantage of once-in-a-generation
home buying opportunities this spring,

Get the most for your money by working
with a professional buyer agent.
A market expert, with a plan for you.

Talk to Troy !
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Top 4 Opportunities in 2011 ReaLTors

1) Buy foreclosures in select neighborhoods and cities in Contra Costa
County, for strong rental income returns, with future appreciation.

2) Buy a home in Lafayette, Moraga, or Orinda, in a rare buyer’'s market.

3) Sell in the under $1,000,000 range in Lamorinda, where sales are now
improving, and move up to your dream house in a higher price range
where the best negotiating opportunities exist.

4) Downsize, and sell in Lamorinda, where the market has not dropped as
much, then buy a great one-story home at a bargain price in a nice
neighborhood where homes have dropped more. Keep a low property
tax by transferring it to the new house within Contra Costa County.
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