
Moraga Town Council Member

Howard Harpham and Town

Manager Jill Keimach recently met

with the Moraga Lions Club. The

topic of discussion was, in Harpham’s

words, “not the most glamorous.”  

      

Roads and potholes, and the

Town’s financial capacity to address

these problems, comprised the agenda

that these two members of the

RECON (Revenue Enhancement

Community Outreach to Neighbor-

hoods) committee were tasked with

presenting. This presentation was one

of the first in an ambitious plan to

reach out to every Moraga resident to

provide information about the state of

the Town’s roads. 

      

“It is our duty to inform residents

about the situation,” said Harpham,

“you may say that you do not care

about it and decide to let the infra-

structure deteriorate.  But at least you

will do so knowingly.”   Harpham

started the presentation by telling the

story of his homeowners’ association

and how it is required by law to set

aside reserves to maintain its capital

assets.  Unfortunately, according to

the council member, such a reserve

was not set up when the Town was in-

corporated.   Today Moraga has a bal-

anced operating budget, but does not

have the means to set aside the re-

serves that would be necessary to ad-

dress the delayed infrastructure

maintenance.

      

According to the report Metro-

politan Transportation Commission,

Moraga’s roads are ‘at risk’.* “The

cost of repairing deteriorating roads

is exponential,” said Keimach,

“What we can do today to save our

roads, we might not be able to do ten

years from now.”  The Lions in at-

tendance reacted to that statement,

“It’s like a leak in your house,” said

one, “if you do not fix it immedi-

ately, it might become very expen-

sive in the future.”

      

The group wanted to know if the

Town was liable if something hap-

pens because of a pot-hole and why

the Town could not get grants to fix

neighborhood roads.  But most of

their questions were about how to fix

the problem, including, “Couldn’t

the Town pass a bond? How about an

assessment district? Have you

thought about privatization of the

neighborhood roads?” 

      

“In fact, you are coming to meet

all the groups in Town to sell the vot-

ers,” concluded one person.  

       

“We are here just to inform you of

the reality of our infrastructure,”

Harpham responded, “what will be

done about it will be your decision.”

Keimach reminded the group that

Orinda tried twice to pass such a bond

and that the population twice rejected it.

      

Ellen Beans, who is also a

RECON member, is setting up meet-

ings with community groups.  “Our

plan is to be done by the end of Feb-

ruary,” she said.  Anyone can ask to

host a coffee in a home and have a

presentation made for neighbors.  So

far only community service groups,

neighborhood associations, and local

clubs have been contacted.  For more

information, email Beans at

ellen.beans@gmail.com.

*Read a related article in our archive:

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/archive/issue0512/pdf/Moraga-

Roads-at-Risk.pdf  
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RECON on Roads
By Sophie Braccini  

apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

251 Monte Vista Ridge Road, Orinda

Nestled on 1.65+/-acres at the end of an exclusive
cul-de-sac, this 4527+/-sf manor home boasts
spectacular views of Briones Reservoir, Mount 
Diablo and the Orinda Country Club. The most
striking feature of this 5bd/4ba home is the 
palatial outdoor patio room with its own custom
gourmet Viking kitchen, built-in center island, and
unrivaled views across the valley.
$2,395,000 Rochelle Williams & Erin McCoin

2000 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette  

Breathtaking lot in a spectacular setting! Adjacent
to Briones Regional Park where you can hike, bike
and take in magnificent views and wildlife. This
1786+/-sf home sits on a .61+/-acre flat lot.
3bd/1.5ba, the house is immaculate and move-in
ready. Great opportunity for expansion, a new
home with in -law unit or just enjoy the house as
it is. Shop on the property. Lafayette/Acalanes
School District. 
$750,000 Frank Salmen

230 Sheila Court, Moraga

Open Sunday 2:00 - 4:00pm

Sparkling Moraga remodel. Beautifully presented:
5 bedooms, 3 baths, granite kitchen, updated
bathrooms, freshly painted, new carpet, dual
paned windows. Cul-de-sac location. Large yard
with fruit trees, garden, play area, lawn. Move-in
ready.  www.230SheilaCt.com

$825,000 Lori Legler

10 Las Palomas, Orinda

Open Sunday 2:00 - 4:00pm

Orinda Country Club retreat. Beautifully 
renovated, 3832+sf, 5bd/3.5ba home on a 0.5+/-
acre lot with “Old World” style and charm. Open
floor plan with kitchen/great room plus separate
guest suite. Spectacular grounds: pool, spa, 
built-in barbecue, fire pit, lawns, gardens, 
playground & more!
$1,779,000 Lori Legler & Cheryl Hata 

W H E R E  D O  Y O U  

W A N T  T O  L I V E ?

open.apr.comopen

Jill Keimach (left) and Howard Harpham (right) with two members of the 
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com

Bus: 925-376-2244 g
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Your Lamorinda 
specialist for the 

past 11 years
Search MLS 

instantly 
like I do 

at 
www.AlexGailas.com

Alex Gailas, 
Orinda resident since 1984
Experience and Knowledge

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS
925-254-7600 43 Moraga Way Ste 203, Orinda

Across from Orinda Theater

Step up your fitness with Jenn
Personal Training designed to meet your needs. 

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-375-7500

NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED!
Jenn Forney specializes in high intense workouts using interval training,

compound exercises and cardio and strength work to obtain maximum results!

Jenn Forney




