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Olive Festival Presses on
at Wagner Ranch
By Cathy Dausman

Orinda’s second annual Olive

Festival will take place the af-

ternoon of October 2 despite a last

minute paperwork snafu that nearly

caused it to be cancelled.  A misunder-

standing between the State and

Friends of the Wagner Ranch Nature

Area (FWRNA) involving lapsed pa-

perwork for the organization’s non-

profit status had board members

making several trips to Sacramento

last week.  “We’ve been jumping

through hoops the last five days,” said

FWRNA Board Secretary Kathy Bar-

rett last Thursday.  

      

The Nature Area is 18 acres of

wild lands bordering San Pablo Creek

that has served as an environmental

classroom for Orinda school children

for over 30 years.   The site was

named after Theodore Wagner, Cali-

fornia’s first Surveyor General and

founder of Orinda’s first school.

FWRNA is restoring a heritage grove

of Mission olive trees on site.

      

Last year’s festival attracted 300

people and raised $10,000; Barret

says they hope to do even better this

year.   The three hour event (festival

hours are 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) fea-

tures olive tasting, arts, crafts and

games, cooking demonstrations, live

music, a silent auction supported by

over 60 local businesses and a live

raptor show by Jenny Papka of Na-

tive Birds.  Lamorinda Weekly food

writer Susie Iventosch and E.J.

Keller, Carrot et Caviar, will demon-

strate olive recipes.  

      

Event food will be catered by

Dana Jaffe.   Retired Del Rey Elemen-

tary teacher Marjie Masonte will over-

see olive games, an olive regatta, an

olive “pit spit” and something she

calls “olivacious exploration.”  Music

is provided by Orinda’s Academy of

Language and Music Arts (ALMA)

and the Orinda Ukulele Band.  Orinda

Rotary, Friends of Orinda Creeks and

The Recycle Bank are also repre-

sented at the Olive Festival, which

Barrett says is the only one in Contra

Costa County.  

      

Proceeds from the Olive Festival

support nature programs, including

the two day Rancho Days program,

for third, fourth and fifth grade stu-

dents in Orinda Union School District.

Last year FWRNA donated $16,000

to the school district.  Wagner Ranch

Nature Area is next to Wagner Ranch

Elementary, at 350 Camino Pablo and

Bear Creek Road, Orinda.  Festival

hours are from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-

day, October 2.  Details are available

online at www.fwrna.org.
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Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Thinking of Selling Your Home?
Act Now to Net the Highest Return

The fall selling season is here. Now is the best time

until spring to list property for sale. Call Frank today

if you want to obtain top $ for your home!

New Work and Repairs 
All Types of Roofs and Gutters

Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing. 
We do it all!

Over 20 Years Experience

We'll Beat Any Written Estimate
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925-381-7620 Lic #793315

Shopping for an olive tree at last year's event Photo Ohlen Alexander

MORAGA $825,000
4/2.5.  Dramatic MCC Beauty. 4 bedrms

w/master on main level. Over 2800 sqr.ft.

Hi ceilings. H/W, new carpet & tile.

Wendy & Michelle Holcenberg 925-253-4600

ORINDA $649,000
3/3.  Orinda Oak Springs Gem

Character & charm describes this

3+Bonus BD/3BA home.

Patti Camras  925-253-4600

ORINDA $949,000
3/3. Enchanting Orinda Retreat, with

spectacular views perfect for the long

"haute" summer

Patti Camras  925-253-4600

ORINDA $855,000
3/1. Charming Cape Cod style home

with huge flat back yard & beautifully

remod.kitchen & baths

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,325,000
4/3. Breathtaking views! Stunning,

sophisticated, rebuilt contemporary.

Pano views, and dramatic vaulted

ceilings.

ORINDA $1,395,000
5/4.5. Fabulous updated home in Glo-

rietta neighborhood.Great backyard.

Close to downtown Orinda.

Elena Hood   925-253-4600 

LAFAYETTE $3,000,000
5/3.5. California Estate situated on 2.50
acre lot. Grand LR w/soaring redwood
beamed ceilings.Views,Views!

Kathy McCann & Diana Castello 925-253-4600 

MORAGA $1,675,000
4/2.5. Estate setting, completely

renovated, expansive yard w/pool, grand

views, court location

The Beaubelle Group  925-253-4600

ORINDA $850,000
3/2. Bright and airy OCC retreat.

Contemporary, clean lined, gorgeous

views and ample gardens.

Alti Schmitt  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,275,000
5/4.5. Fabulous price!

Exquisite remodel includes a wine

cellar, upscale amenities and guest

house.

LAFAYETTE $719,000
3/3. Custom designed home with many old

redwood built-ins & details. Good

floorplan.

Frank Wood ward 925-253-4600 

LAFAYETTE $1,017,000
5/3. Updated Campolindo home. 
Large, flat yard, high-end finishes, dual-
pane windows, hardwd.

Wendy & Michelle Holcenberg 925-253-4600

MORAGA $679,000
3/2. A Diamond in the rough! Three-

quarter acre with fabulous views. First

time on market!

Cathy Schultheis  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,225,000
4/2. Elegant amenities,hdwd flrs, grand

spaces, beaut views. Walk to

town/schools/swim/tennis.

The Beaubelle Group  925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,595,000
4/2.5. Traditional one-level in Downs.

Flat rear yard abundant w/roses.

Lrg Fam/Grt room.

Dick Holt  925-253-4600

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

californiamoves.com

ORINDA $995,000
4/3.     Classic Orinda Rancher

Magical setting on private 1.2 acre lot at

very end of street. Refinished pool and patio.

Frank Woodward 925-253-4600
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Bringing luxury Real Estate to Lamorinda
Whether it’s Incredible, Beautiful, 

or Extraordinary,
The home you are searching for can 

be found at 
Coldwell Banker.

Our highly trained and seasoned Sales 
Associates are here to assist you with 

all your Real Estate needs.
Stop by or call our office today.
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