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Festival of Trees 
Moraga Royale

The Holiday season is a perfect time for giving.

Moraga Royale, along with local businesses and

organizations, has donated and decorated beautiful

Christmas trees to support the Rescue One

Foundation; a non-profit organization dedicated to

the aid of the MOFD paramedics. A silent auction

will be held at Moraga Royale from December 1st

to the 15th. Community members are invited to

join in on the holiday spirit and perhaps walk

away with a wonderful Christmas tree. Viewing

and bidding hours will be from 9:00 am to 6:00

pm daily. Bidding will conclude on December

15th at 9:00 PM. If you are the lucky winner of

one of these trees and you reside in the Lamorinda

area, we will personally deliver it to your

residence the following day, December the 16th. 

We would love for you to join us in this fun and

giving event. 

Happy Holidays

If you are interested in making a donation 

to this event, please contact:

Dianne Wilson or Al Pyne at 

Moraga Royale.

Lots of Trees in Lamorinda
By Cathy Dausman

Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

T h e a t r e  S q u a r e  O r i n d a        w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m        9 2 5 - 2 5 4 - 9 7 2 1

60 minute massage, 
SPA Pedicure, 
Shampoo + Blow Dry,   
SPA cuisine &
Champagne
Plus a $25 gift card 

$125

Special #3:

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

80 minute Massage
SPA Manicure
SPA cuisine &
Champagne 
Plus a $25 gift card

$115

Special #1:

Three Holiday
Specials from

Entourage!

Winter Protection Facial,
Seasonal Body Treatment
Shampoo + Blow Dry
Lunch &
Champagne
Plus a $25 gift card    

$160

Special #2:

Customized Gift
Baskets available

You’re Invited
To Take a Photo

with Santa
So Bring Your Camera!

Saturday, Dec 10th

11:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

Holiday Clowns • Balloon Art
*With your Rheem Valley Shopping

Center receipts totaling $25.00 or more

Or visit us online at www.rheemvalley.net

(See stores for details. While supplies last)

When you’re the photographer...
you get the shot you want!! 

�

The Home Of

Next door to Starbucks!

Recent sunshine and 60

degree weather might

not put you in the Christ-

mas mood, but visiting tree lots

could make a believer out of even

the Grinch.  Lamorinda lots seem

steeped in tradition, and each offers

something unique.  Here’s a look at

who’s selling real, full-sized Christ-

mas trees:

      

Sue Renno has sold trees in the

Las Trampas pool parking lot

(Glenside Drive and St. Mary’s

Road) in Lafayette for 18 of the last

19 years.  Renno’s trees are from

her father’s Oregon tree farm.  She

sells only Noble firs, which she

says last longer, are sturdier, have

nicely spaced branches and carry

weight well.  The trees are kept in

water stands at the lot to keep them

fresh.  “I love selling trees,” Renno

says enthusiastically, noting the

product’s great color, freshness and

fullness.  She also loves visiting

with her repeat customers, who

range from Rossmoor residents to

Lamorindans buying for them-

selves, their parents, and their

grown children.  One local family

arrived on roller blades to buy its

tree, and took it home in a wagon.

Renno offers wreaths sales from

Boy Scout Troop 204.  Her trees are

priced by height increments starting

at $60 for 5-6 feet; trees over 8 feet

cost $105.  Lot hours are 10 a.m. to

8 p.m. daily; children receive candy

canes with their tree.

      

J.R. Bierly runs Honey Bear

Trees, on Deer Hill at Pleasant Hill

(near Acalanes High School).

Bierly grew up selling trees in the

Bay Area and has been at this loca-

tion five years.  When not selling,

he coaches baseball at Acalanes and

Lamorinda Baseball Academy.  He

hires local high school students to

work the lot. “I like to keep the

money in the community,” he says.

Bierly also offers a 20% sales do-

nation to schools and nonprofit

groups.  Wood chips cover the

ground and their smell vies with

that of the tree inventory –Noble fir

(sheared or natural style), Douglas

fir and an East Coast favorite,

Fraser fir.  Fraser trees are tall and

narrow; their needles are silver un-

derneath.  Trees range from 2-3 feet

to 15 feet in height and cost be-

tween $21 and $300.  Delivery and

setup is extra.  Bierly hand picks his

Oregon-farmed trees, and likes to

donate leftovers late in the season

to local charities or churches.

Honey Bear Trees is named after

the bee hives which populate one

tree farm; a jar of honey goes home

with each tree.  The lot is open 9

a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, and Santa

Claus visits from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

December 10 and 11.  

      

Lafayette Boy Scout Troop

224 has been in the Christmas tree

sales business since 1958, long

enough that one current scout par-

ent was a troop Eagle Scout. Parent

Joanne Layshock says this is the

only local troop selling trees. Scouts

unload and set up day after Thanks-

giving. Parent volunteers staff the

lot at Mt. Diablo Boulevard and

Risa Road during school hours,

working in three hour shifts. The

scouts work afternoon and evening

shifts. The lot is open from 9 a.m.

to 9 p.m. daily, and offers four va-

rieties of fresh cut Oregon trees:

           

... continued on next page

Asher (left) and Eric Menke of Orinda picked out an 11-foot Christmas
tree at McDonnell Nursery on Saturday. Photo Andy Scheck




