
Editor:

MOFD's increasingly awkward attempts to explain

away the tax funding inequity, with Orinda taxpayers

subsidizing Moraga taxpayers by $1 million annually,

is becoming painful to watch.  Their previous explana-

tion for the inequity, that the million dollars was in com-

pensation for service provided into Orinda by Moraga

based emergency units, turned out to be false when op-

eration records showed that Moraga units only provide

about 100 ambulance operations to Orinda residents net

of the service Orinda units provide to Moraga residents;

and that the cost to MOFD for those 100 operations was

about $50,000.  

Now MOFD is attempting to rationalize the inequity

by explaining that if the taxes from an area of south

Orinda were dedicated to pay for service in Moraga,

that this would answer for the majority of the inequity.

The area in question was served by and its emergency

service taxes went to the Moraga Fire Department prior

to the formation of MOFD.  However, examining serv-

ice records and comparing them with tax dollars gen-

erated by this area, it becomes apparent that rather than

explaining the inequity, it demonstrates that Orinda tax-

payers were subsidizing Moraga's emergency services

costs even before the creation of MOFD.

Why Chief Bradley, who knows where his units serve

and where his revenue comes from, would propose such

an argument that could so easily be dismissed by those

knowledgeable of MOFD's finances and operations, is

perplexing.  Obviously, he is being directed by his su-

periors to create some rationalization, however tenuous,

for MOFD's unwillingness to address the situation 

This is dangerous.  MOFD was formed because Orinda

taxpayers were unwilling to subsidize the rest of the

county with $700,000 of their tax dollars annually.

After only four years of being served by ConFire, they

voted to detach and spend their tax dollars as they

wanted and the bitter taste of how they were treated by

the county lingers for some even after 15 years.  In an

attempt by MOFD's Moraga representatives to save

their taxpayers money; and an unwillingness by

MOFD's Orinda representatives to stick up for their tax-

payers; the very existence of MOFD is being put at risk

by their behavior.

A detailed evaluation of MOFD's claims, including tax

and operation statistics, can be found on the FAIR web-

site, www.FairForOrinda.org.

Steve Cohn

Orinda

Editor:

To Our Neighbors and Community,

It's been two years since the Lafayette Library and

Learning Center opened its doors on November 14,

2009.  Last year this vibrant facility welcomed 1,500

visitors a day, presented over 400 programs attended

by more than 20,000 people, and served the commu-

nity 58 hours a week/7 days a week.  By any measure,

this bustling gathering place has been an extraordi-

nary success.

We have long said, and continue to say, "All We Need

is YOU!" and you have responded with extraordinary

generosity. We wish once again to express our grati-

tude to you, our donors and volunteers, for this ongo-

ing support.

Warmest thanks and wishes for 2012, from the Board

of Trustees.

Mike Gilson, Victoria Bjerke, Kathy Bowles, Jim

Cunha, Scott Elliott, Roger Falcone, Jeff Gale, Seth

Hamalian, Rita Iorfida, Todd Jacobson, Todd La

Porte, Sid Luckenbach, Caity Meaney Burrows,

Karen Mulvaney, Ron Olowin, Suzy Pak, Laurie

Phillips, Margaret Race, Hugh Winig, Denise Zetter-

baum

Lafayette

Editor:

I recently visited a new business in Moraga and was

very pleased with their service.   Wonderful Spa Cen-

ter is struggling to get started in Rheem and could

benefit from a “New business” highlight in the Lam-

orinda Weekly.  I had an outstanding full body mas-

sage there for an exceptionally reasonable price.  My

massage therapist, Coco, not only did a great job, but

she also tailored the massage to my individual needs.

Wonderful Spa Center is located at 450 Center Street

in Moraga.  Their phone number is (925)376-9988.

They are open every day from 10 am to 9 pm.  They

also operate a Wonderful Spa Center on Sycamore

Valley Road in Danville.  I know that we all want to

support Lamorinda businesses and Wonderful Spa

Center gives the kind of value that makes it easy.  I

hope that they can do well here because I want to con-

tinue using them in the future,( I already bought my

daughter a gift certificate).

I want to be clear that I have no connection with the

owners or anyone else connected with this business.

I walk the Rheem Center most mornings and noticed

they had opened.  I hope the Weekly can give them a

little introduction to Lamorinda in your pages.  Thank

You.

Sincerely,

Sally Swanson
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Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue
facing Lamorinda, or one of its communities, that
requires more than the 350 words to which we must
limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your
letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us
know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum.
We will not accept Public Forum submissions
regarding a current ballot measure or candidate for
public office. Opinions expressed in Public Forum are
the express views of the writer and not necessarily
those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500

Daily Support every step of the way.
NO  FITNESS  REQUIRED!

Laura Lewis has been specializing in health and fitness for 28 years
and lost 36 pounds herself in 130 days! *Conditions apply

... continued
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KINDERGARTEN READINESS WORKSHOP 
Hosted by The Saklan School 

Wednesday, December 7, 2011, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Open to everyone - complimentary childcare provided. 

How do you know if YOUR child is ready for School? How will the new 
Kindergarten cut off affect your child? This workshop will help you 

learn everything that you need to know. RSVP today. 

RSVP: 925-376-7900, www.saklan.org 

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

USED & NEW BOOKS
* OPEN EVERY DAY *

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING 
INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES

925.258.9076

39 MORAGA WAY

ORINDA 94563
(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

OFF
WHOLESALE PRICES
SALES TAX ON US!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2011
11AM - 6PM (new hours!)

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 - 11, 2011
11AM - 4PM

JOIN US AT
535 CENTER STREET, MORAGA CA 94556

Rheem Valley Shopping Center, 925.631.6878

BRING THIS AD IN FOR
A $5 DISCOUNT TOWARD A $25 PURCHASE OR MORE.

ONE AD PER CUSTOMER.

SALE
SEMI-
ANNUAL

DESIGNER OUTERWEAR




