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Mowbands and curbs were in-

stalled by October 6th, as was the

under-playfield installation drainage.

      

Planning Director Emmanuel

Ursu reported that water meters are

also now installed. A fire flush inspec-

tion must still be completed by the

East Bay Municipal Utility District

and the Moraga Orinda Fire District.

      

Council members peppered staff

and the developer with questions re-

garding whether or not drinking foun-

tains will actually be operational by

January 2012. 

      

Scott Goldie, a partner with

Brooks Street, the firm handling sales

and marketing for the Wilder project,

stated that the drinking fountains were

operational. When asked how this

was possible since the installation of

the sanitary sewer system is not yet

finished, Goldie confused listeners

when he said that anything requiring

sanitary system hookup would not be

usable until that system is finally

completed. 

      

Mike Stallings, Interim Parks and

Recreation Director, clarified: The

drinking fountains and bathrooms are

not yet connected to the sanitary sys-

tem and will likely not be operational

in January.

      

Several aspects of the project are

expected to be finished by June 1, in-

cluding the Quercus Creek restora-

tion, now 90 percent complete, and

the construction of the maintenance

facility. The picnic, barbeque areas

and tot lot are nearly complete. 

      

The playing surfaces and fencing

for both fields are ready; however,

staff asked the developer to make

more than 25 safety and aesthetic im-

provements, detailed on pages 5-7 of

the staff report, which is available on

the City’s web site:

www.ci.orinda.ca.us/.

      

The largest point of contention

was the developer’s request to modify

the original plan, which called for a

bridge over Quercus Creek linking

the lower and upper parking areas to

allow “two-way car access, pedestrian

and ADA access between Field 1 and

Field 2.” Instead, developers hope to

build a “culvert crossing due to cost,

appearance and maintenance/replace-

ment costs.”

      

According to the original Devel-

opment Agreement (DA), “OGLLC

is required to bridge creek crossings.”

Those bridges must “be ‘clear span’

and subject to City review.”

      

Staff was given a preliminary de-

sign of the newly proposed culvert.

Advising Council members that this

plan could work but would require

amendment of the DA, staff asked

“that in exchange for the requested

modification, the developer reinstate

the pedestrian path and bridge align-

ment with a more direct access be-

tween Playfield 1 and 2.”

      

The developer pointed out that

“the approved improvement plans do

not include a separate pedestrian

bridge,” and offered to complete the

upper parking lot, associated trailhead

parking, and vehicular creek crossing

by this summer rather than June 2013

if the Council agrees to the culvert

crossing.

      

“Our motivation is very much in

opening these fields,” said Goldie.

“We’re just here to provide a first-

class playing facility for the City.”

      

Council members advised staff

that more information was needed be-

fore they could consider modifying

the Development Agreement.

Wilder Playfields: Timeline Changes Proving Costly
... continued from page A6
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Are you making a Real Estate change in 2012?
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