
After a competitive regular sea-

son campaign in the Diablo

Foothill Athletic League, the

Acalanes boys’ soccer team along

with the Campolindo boys’ and girls’

teams secured spots in the North

Coast Section 2012 Division II Play-

offs. Last year, Campolindo and

Acalanes faced off in the champi-

onship finishing first and second, re-

spectively.

      

Acalanes finished first in the

DFAL with an outstanding 8-1-3

league record, 12-2-8 overall. Both

Campolindo teams finished the regu-

lar seasons at 6-3-3 and earned #4

seeds.

      

The Dons were stunned in the

first round by visiting #16 St. Mary’s

College High on February 15.

Acalanes fell 0-1 to end their season.

      

Acalanes head coach Paul Curtis

looked past wins and losses and said

that he felt his team had accomplished

its goals. “Yes, it was a very good sea-

son for the boys, they learned a lot,

grew a lot and were involved in sup-

porting others who are less fortunate

than themselves,” he said.

      

The Campolindo boys hosted #13

El Cerrito in the first round. The

Cougars played the Gauchos in De-

cember and came away with a 7-3

win. El Cerrito stepped up in the play-

offs, but Campo held on to win 3-1.

      

Early in the first half, Cam-

polindo dominated possession. The

Gauchos did make a few solid

counter attacks led by striker Mauri-

cio Garcia.

      

The Cougars’ persistent pressure

paid off in the 29th minute. A long

throw-in from senior Taylor Abbott

fell to the feet of senior Sam Palano,

who easily tapped it in past the El

Cerrito keeper. Following the goal the

Cougars got more aggressive offen-

sively. Palano scored again about ten

minutes later, making it 2-0 right be-

fore halftime. 

      

El Cerrito came out of the break

with a more tactical offense and high-

volume, precision passing. Still, the

Gauchos couldn’t break through the

staunch Campo back line. 

      

On a counter attack by the

Cougars eleven minutes in, Palano

took it himself and blasted a shot

along the ground from about 15 yards

out past the slow reacting keeper. Co-

captain Palano secured his first hat-

trick of the season and Campo took a

3-0 lead.

      

With the lead, head coach Shane

Carney made mass substitutions, get-

ting his younger players some critical

postseason experience. El Cerrito

tucked in a ball crossed into the box

in the last minute of regulation to

make the final score 3-1 Campolindo.

      

Carney said that he did not plan

anything differently for the game.

“We didn't game plan around any one

player for El Cerrito. We just trusted

our system of play and our players to

get the job done.”

      

Campolindo moved onto the

NCS Quarterfinals, but fell in penalty

kicks 2-2 (3-2) to Concord High on

Saturday, February 18.

      

The Campolindo girls (8-4-5

overall) stepped up their game in the

playoffs, making it all the way to the

semifinals where they lost to eventual

champions Bishop O’Dowd, 2-0.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, February 29, 2012 C5

Another Strong Win for SMC Rugby
Submitted by Tony Samaniego

Saint Mary’s rugby team took on the Olympic Club

of San Francisco at SMC. The Gaels defeated the

cross-bay team 54-10 on Saturday, February 18.  The

Gaels controlled the game and six different players

reached the try zone at least once.  The Gaels will be

tested the month of March with matches against UCLA

and BYU on the road. Saint Mary’s hosts Cal Poly on

March 10 at 1:00 p.m. The team then leaves to Wales and

Ireland for a three-match tour that will include games

against University of Cardiff and Trinity College. 
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Local Golfer Wins Tournament
Submitted by Glenn Gray

In mid-February a talented group of jun-

ior golfers competed in the 36-hole In-

ternational Junior Golf Tour (IJGT) West

Coast Series at Hiddenbrooke in Vallejo.

      

In the Boys 15-19 Division, Jim Coon

of Orinda came out on top after an impres-

sive final round score of 2-over-par 74 on

Sunday, February 19. He combined that

with a first round 79 to win by five strokes

ahead of his nearest competitor.

      

The weather played a major factor in

the outcome of the tournament. “Everyone

has to play [those conditions] so just get-

ting through each hole and getting the low-

est score,” said Coon.
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Joaquin Moraga Undefeated
Submitted by Shelley Neustrom

The Joaquin Moraga sixth grade girls’ basketball team completed an undefeated season.

Campolindo Wrestling
Post-Season Highlights
Submitted by Bob McLaughlin

Campolindo wrestling finished

the regular season with a 12-

2 record. The Cougars lost a close

match to Las Lomas to finish sec-

ond in the DFAL. 

In the NCS Duals tournament,

Campolindo beat Clayton Val-

ley, but lost to Albany. In the con-

solation bracket, Campolindo beat

Miramonte and Clayton Valley, for

the second time, to earn third

place.

     

Campo had four league cham-

pions: Jackson Hagglund at 108,

Grant Smith at 115, Alex Mirante

at 140 and Chris Wellbrook at 184.

     

The Cougars also sent 11

wrestlers to the NCS tournament.

     

Coach Bob McLaughlin, now

in his 15th season at Campo said,

“This is the hardest working and

most fun group of kids I have ever

had. We have had state champions

here but never a complete team

like this, no superstars, just hard

work with a smile.” 
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Lamorinda Soccer Post-Season Recap
By Brandon Duran

Campolindo Sam Palano #25
Photo Andy Scheck

Acalanes Aidan Maguire #6 Photo Dr. Dave Weiland

Campolindo Julia Reschke #23 Photo Kevin Nguyen
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