
Editor:

On Saturday, February 4, 2012 at 3:15pm, I was held up by a gun-

man, who forcibly took my purse and drove off. My sister and I

were in a parking lot in a busy Lafayette parking lot. As unnerving

as the experience was, I must relate my deep appreciation to the two

women who stepped up as witnesses, taking their busy Saturday af-

ternoon to give me support, waiting for the police to respond, and

giving accounts to the officers. The officers who responded are to

be commended for their diligence and respect for my well being.

Officer Jacqueline Dennison arranged to have a colleague follow

me home. We met an officer from my community ,and the two of

them searched my house before allowing me to enter. I was also

fortunate to experience outstanding police work from BART Police,

who recovered much of my stolen property and returned it to me

Tuesday morning. Officer Dennison maintained contact with BART

Police and me, furnishing updates on the robbery. Rather than feel-

ing victimized, I feel lucky to have been assisted by two citizens

and supported by the coordinated efforts of three police depart-

ments. I wish that every community could afford its members such

positive service. 

Thank you, 

Rosemary Jenckes

Pleasant Hill

Editor:

The miserable roads in Orinda do need repair.  The big question

is:  How should the repair work be financed?

Before asking voters for a tax increase, the Orinda City Council

should look carefully at cutting costs.  The city could reduce expen-

ditures by eliminating city departments that Orinda voters hold in

low esteem.

In a city-sponsored survey of Orinda voters taken between Janu-

ary 22 and 25, 2012, respondents gave low ratings to the city's Plan-

ning Department and Department of Public Works.  Regarding these

two departments, only 8 percent and 16 percent of voters respec-

tively gave these departments "strong approval."  By contrast, the

Orinda Library received a "strong approval" rating of 76 percent.

The survey was conducted by the FM3 company in Oakland.

The Orinda City Council should also examine the costs associated

with Orinda's participation in the Moraga-Orinda Fire District.  Set-

ting up an Orinda-only fire district could, according to some esti-

mates, generate $2 million a year extra for Orinda.

If Orinda finds that it really does need to raise taxes, the city

should consider a parcel (property) tax.  The January survey showed

that 72 percent of Orinda's voters would be "very willing" or "some-

what willing" to pay between $80 and $100 per year to fix the roads.

The figure of 72 percent is significant because passing a parcel tax

requires a two-thirds (67 percent) vote.

At its January 31 meeting, the Orinda City Council indicated a

preference for raising the city's sales tax, which is currently 8.25

percent.

Increasing the sales tax would be a huge mistake because Orin-

dans might decide to abandon the city's stores for lower-tax venues

like Walnut Creek.  If shoppers went elsewhere, jobs in Orinda

could be lost.  Killing jobs during a hard economic times would be

cruel. 

If Orinda does need to raise taxes, the city should consider a $59

annual parcel tax for a period of two years.  A tax of $59 should be

acceptable to two-thirds of the city's voters.  If Orinda did a good

job repairing its roads, the city could ask for another $59 tax at a

later time.

Richard S. Colman    

Orinda

Editor

Non Profit for Road

The people of Orinda express concern about the deteriorating roads

but do not want to pay extra property taxes or sales taxes. My sug-

gestion is to start a 501C3 charitable non profit organization for

road maintenance that would solicit funds all of which would go di-

rectly to the repair of deteriorating Orinda roads.

Each donation would be tax deductible. What this does is it allows

us to give freely and not be forced to do so. The people who are so

very upset can give as generously as their hearts desire.

With this approach the people of Orinda have a direct hand in the

road repair. If we do not freely contribute our roads deteriorate and

we can blame ourselves. I believe the people of Orinda are gener-

ous. If 10,000 people gave $100 each that would be 1 million, $200,

2 million, $500, 5 million. Do that every year and our roads would

be repaired. The main point is that people are very leary about the

City, County, and State stealing money earmarked for roads. This

approach eliminates these fears. What do you say Orinda?

Gerhard Perry

Orinda
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                                       Share your thoughts with our community! 
                              Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the 
                              writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. 

     All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of 
     residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a 

                              business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your 
                              phone number for verification purposes only). 
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis.
email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires
more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit

your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.com

and let us know you’d like to be considered for the Public Forum. 

Join our Public Forum

Lafayette Jazz Festival

Thanks to our Supporters!
* Diablo Foods* Oakwood Athletic Club * Minuteman Press* Lafayette Chamber * 
* City of Lafayette * Julia Burke Foundation * Lamorinda Music * Mechanics Bank *

 * Lafayette Community Foundation * Lafayette Partners in Education * 
* * Rotary  of Lafayette * Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage * 

Generations in Jazz presents: 12th Anniversary

Tickets $10 Adults $5 Student

Available at the Lafayette Chamber 
 * (925) 284-7404 * 

J. Kyle Gregory Quartet
and Stanley Jazz Messengers

Friday 7:30 p.m.

The Realistic Orchestra
 and the Acalanes Jazz Ensemble

 Saturday 7:30 p.m.

March 8th - 11th

Contra Costa County 
Honor Jazz Bands

Sunday 3:00 p.m.

Acalanes Performing Arts Center
    1200 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

www.gijf.org

– your cutting edge resource for cutting waste.

Are you composting yet?

  

For more information, visit www.wastediversion.org
Home Composting Hotline: (925) 906-1801, ext. 306

 Compost Bins

 and DVD Video

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213




