
Much could be said about the

dramatic March 14 Town

Council meeting at which a reso-

lution that will ban off-leash hours

at Rancho Laguna Park in a month

passed on a three to two vote of the

Council.  Mayor Mike Metcalf and

Council Member Dave Trotter cast

the dissenting votes. The resolu-

tion that will be formally adopted

tonight, March 28, leaves the re-

sponsibility of finding a compro-

mise to the user groups, who must

now return to the negotiating table

to find a solution that works for

everyone.

     

On March 28, the Council will

hear the second reading of the or-

dinance that ends 30 years of off-

leash hours at Rancho Laguna

Park.  A month later, the ordinance

will be enforceable.  

     

The dog owners felt that time

separation between users was

enough—the Council insisted on a

physical separation—and when the

Town was sued over its December

2011 ordinance that would have

created a fenced dog area in what

is now a wooded area at the edge

of the park, the Council threw in

the towel.  

     

Although the ordinance termi-

nates the off-leash hours at Rancho

Laguna Park, it does not end off-

leash freedom at Mulholland

Ridge. It also specifies that off-

leash dogs will be permitted in an

up to 3-acre fenced dog-park, the

location of which is left undefined

–it could either be located in Ran-

cho Laguna Park or at another

Town facility. The staff report in-

dicated that the intent of this solu-

tion was to encourage all user

groups to work together on a plan.  

     

A ray of hope filtered through

the gloom of the evening by way

of a plan for the park presented by

Lamorinda Dogs Association

Board Member Jeanne Moreau.  It

was, in fact, the “Plan B” that was

presented by the group in Decem-

ber but dismissed by the Council

at the time on a 3 to 2 vote.  

     

The Council could not discuss

the plan since it was not on the

agenda, but December’s third nay

vote, Vice Mayor Howard

Harpham, indicated this time that

“he could live with that plan.”  The

plan, which cuts the park in half

leaving some grass for the dogs

and some for recreational use,

emerged from the March 14 meet-

ing as the best bet to gel a global

solution.

     

Town Manager Jill Keimach

confirmed though after the meet-

ing that the Town was done work-

ing on this issue.  “We expect that

Lamorinda Dogs will reach out to

other user groups and park stake-

holders to work something out,”

she said.  

     

The Town, as the owner of the

park, is a stakeholder and during

the Council meeting, first discus-

sions among Council members

took place to decide who would fa-

cilitate talks. “We might add some

options for that to happen,” said

Keimach.

     

Dog owners across Lamorinda

were very disappointed with the

Council’s decision.

     

“It is truly dumbfounding

when a mere three city officials

can change over thirty years of

Moraga tradition, over the very

passionate protests of hundreds of

community members,” said

Orinda resident Diana Stephens.  

     

“The Town of Moraga Coun-

cil's recent actions to break with

long standing policies and tradi-

tions have been very disturbing,”

said Rob Blits of Lafayette. 

     

“I just hope that we can build

something better than the mini-

mum for everyone given the lim-

ited resources we have,” said

Moraga’s Bill Carman, a member

of Lamorinda Dogs, “The  increas-

ing actions of retaliation from dog

owners and the local government

is not productive for anyone.”

     

The Board of Directors of

Lamorinda Dogs responded in a

written statement to our request for

comment: “While off-leash hours

have worked safely for the last 30

years, the Town Council is now re-

quiring a fenced separation of dog

activity from other park users.

Lamorinda Dogs has long sup-

ported the separation of use by

early and evening hours, however

we have also designed a number of

plans with fenced separation that

would give Moraga an off-leash

area with adequate space for safe

activity of running dogs, ball

throwing and Frisbee play,” wrote

the Board on March 23rd.  The

Board also indicated that the liti-

gation was started by residents not

associated with their group and

that it has been independently

reaching out to different user

groups to find common ground to

design a solution.
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3193 Andreasen Drive, Lafayette

Private tranquil retreat. Spacious, sun-filled, 4
bedroom, 2 bath home in a private, wooded 
setting. Quiet yard backs to open space. Close to
trails, downtown shops, dining and freeway 
access. 
3193Andreasen.com

$799,000 Lori Legler

92 Southwood Drive, Orinda

Asian-influenced, Modernist Retreat. "Moon Gate
Estate." Nearly 2 private acres near the Orinda 
Theatre, restaurants, I-24 and BART. 4+bd/2.5ba,
spa-like master, pool, 3-bay garage, custom 
finishes. Architect's home designed to contours
of land. Adjoins 43 open acres. 
92Southwood.com

$1,698,000 David Gunderman & Andrew Raskopf

3985 Campolindo Drive, Moraga

Stellar, single-story, updated 4bd/2ba, home in
Campolindo. Lots of extras: hardwood floors,
granite counters in kitchen, formal dining room,
near Rim Trail access. 
3985CampolindoDrive.com

$945,000 Shelley Rae Ruhman

712 Ironbark Court, Orinda

Serene and peaceful treehouse retreat. Beautiful
interior. Orindawoods includes BART shuttle, pool
and tennis. Greenbelts. Sidewalks. 3+ bedrooms,
2.5 baths. 
712IronBark.com

$989,000 Debra Trevarthen

W H E R E  D O  Y O U  

W A N T  T O  L I V E ?
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Coming Soon!

Council Throws in the Towel over Rancho Laguna Dilemma 
Second reading of the resolution tonight will end 30 years of off-leash hours
By Sophie Braccini

Girl Scouts Turn 100!
Submitted by Merrylee Landau

Brownie Scout Roxanne Landau and Junior Scout Madeline
Landau, along with the Orinda Moraga Girl Scout Service Unit
Director, accept a proclamation from the Town of Moraga
honoring the Girl Scout's 100th Anniversary.
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MORAGA TRIATHLON APRIL 28
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