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Civic News Lafayette

Civic News Orinda

Neighbors Appeal Approval
of  Proposed Home
... continued from page A3

      

Discussing a resolution to the

matter, Planning Commissioner

Thomas Chastain was “happy the ap-

plicant has worked with the neigh-

bors,” and described the Design

Review process as sometimes oner-

ous, but in this case needed.  “It’s

come a long way…but I’m still both-

ered by questions of neighborhood

character.”

     

“Context – how does it relate to

the neighborhood?” asked Com-

missioner Mark Mitchell, explain-

ing there are other large homes in

the area but they are on big lots and

set back substantially from the

street.  Commissioner Rick Human

agreed, “It’s hard to make a judg-

ment.”   He and Commissioner

Karen Maggio questioned the accu-

racy of heights in the staff report

and wanted another opportunity to

confirm the relative scale of this

home compared to others.

       

Concluding that this proposed

home’s relationship to others in the

neighborhood is hard to measure, and

that the Commission didn’t have enough

verifiable facts on height to make a de-

termination, a motion was carried to

continue the discussion to the Planning

Commission meeting on April 16.

Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice
of older adults in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?
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The Faces Behind Fix Orinda

Roads Now!

      

“Our committee is really just a

group of concerned citizens,” said

Darlene Gee, City of Orinda Citizens’

Infrastructure Oversight Committee

member. Gee invited anyone in

Orinda who is interested in learning

more about the condition of Orinda’s

roads to contact Fix Orinda Roads

Now! for more information. 

      

The organization, she said, started

with a core group of people that par-

ticipated in earlier, failed road im-

provement bond measures. That core

group includes current Mayor Steve

Glazer and Orinda City Council

Member Sue Severson. Gee said that,

although Glazer and Severson are

members of the Council’s Roads Sub-

committee, they are simply participat-

ing, like other members of the group,

as Orinda residents and not as part of

their official Council duties.

      

Severson confirmed that she is in-

deed a participant, but reiterated that

she has been “involved as a con-

cerned Orinda citizen.”

      

Other members of the core group

of roughly 30 to 40 residents include

Pete Hasselman, who provided the

roads-related cartoons for the organi-

zation’s web site, and Carol Penskar,

of the City’s Finance Advisory Com-

mittee and the Orinda Community

Foundation, who is serving as the

group’s treasurer.

      

Penskar, who was unwilling to

give a dollar figure for the amount of

funds that have been raised to date be-

cause the organization is not legally

required to do so until July 2012, con-

firmed the data provided by the of-

fices of the California Secretary of

State and Orinda City Clerk.  “I can

tell you that zero dollars were raised

before January,” she said.

      

Gee explained that the petition on

the group’s web site is not designed

for a specific parcel tax, bond meas-

ure, or other goal but is, instead, de-

signed to simply demonstrate the

level of interest of residents in im-

proving the city’s streets. 

      

Severson explained that the group

tried several different ways of posting

the online petition, but not having a

volunteer with computer program-

ming skills has proven challenging.

Each of the various petition formats

has had its own set of frustrating

glitches.

      

The group, said Severson, also

has not posted a list of its leaders be-

cause it has no leadership— it is just

a grassroots group of folks who are

sincerely concerned about the condi-

tion of Orinda’s roads and drainage

systems.

      

And, while the group has been set

up as a political campaign and funds

are being raised in the hope that there

will be a campaign in some way, right

now there is no specific campaign un-

derway because the group’s members

are waiting on the Orinda City Coun-

cil to make a final decision regarding

whether or not to try for another in-

frastructure improvement ballot

measure. 

      

If the City has a measure for

2012, said Gee, “then we will gear up

and become the ‘yes’ for that cam-

paign measure.”

      

Severson also indicated that the

group is in a somewhat dormant

mode, explaining that their grassroots

community effort initially raised

funds just to cover the cost of the yel-

low and black yard signs plus an in-

formational mailing sent to Orinda

households and that they exceeded

their goal.

      

Severson said the group felt it was

just time to do something about the

condition of Orinda’s roads, and en-

couraged Orinda residents to contact

the organization if they wish to be-

come involved or simply want to

learn more.

The Curious Case of  the
Yellow and Black Yard Signs
... continued from page A6

FREE YOGA CLASS
Register by calling 
925-284-2232 or at 

www.lafayetterec.org

Find out why yoga is so popular! 
No experience necessary.

Class time: 11:00 am –12:15 pm, 
wear clothing you can move in.

FREE Introductory yoga class at Lafayette
Community Center Sat. March 31 with
Howard VanEs, author of “Beginning

Yoga: A Practice Manual”.

www.HelpfulRealEstateInfo.com
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