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Card Bonanza for WWII Vet’s 90th Birthday
No gifts, cards okay.  Seemed simple enough – until

the concept went viral.   For his 90th birthday,

Theron Nelson insisted he had enough stuff, so sug-

gested no gifts.  A simple card would be fine.  His son Chris

and daughter Debbie called that an “invitation to mischief.”  

      

The pair along with six grandchildren, friends and ac-

quaintances spread the word, resulting in well-wishers from

far and wide responding to their requests.  With the help of

Facebook, the Internet, and an outpouring of support from

random folks – restaurant servers, barbers, bank tellers – an

avalanche of cards found their way to the wry nonagenarian

on Sweet Drive in Lafayette.

      

On his actual birthday, May 8, Nelson received 100 cards

in the mail.  Three days later his running total was 562 cards,

and nearly a week later he had a total of 602 cards: post cards,

birthday cards, and hand painted artwork. To date, Nelson has

received 628 cards from 13 countries from across the globe in-

cluding Bahrain, Finland, Germany, South Korea, Slovenia,

France - even as far as Antarctica.  Thirty-eight states plus the

District of Columbia were represented, including one over-sized

finger painting from a creative toddler.

      

Nelson also received a flag that was flown over the U.S.

Capitol on his birthday (arranged by Senator Barbara Boxer). 

                                                         

... continued on page A12

Theron Nelson, 90, shows off 61 of the more than 600 birthday cards he received for his birthday Photo Andy Scheck

By Cathy Tyson

Miramonte Student Comes to the Rescue

Miramonte sophomore Dylan Watson put re-

cent CPR skills learned in his PE class to

work Thursday, May 10 when he came upon a

fallen man on the walking trail at the Lafayette

Reservoir.  Orinda resident Maria Rowland and her

husband, Dennis, rushed to the side of an elderly

man after he fell off a bench, landing facedown.

Watson ran up moments later, helped turn the man

over, and after making an assessment immediately

began chest compressions as Rowland called 911.  

      

“I was so wowed by Dylan’s presence,” said

Maria Rowland. “It was truly an emergency situa-

tion and he was present, attentive and conscien-

tious.  He was truly like a hero.” 

      

Rowland said the high school student per-

formed CPR on the gentleman for approximately

seven minutes until the Emergency Medical Tech-

nicians (EMTs) arrived.  Paramedics shocked the

man’s heart three times and administered medica-

tion to get the heart beating again.  

      

Miramonte High School PE teacher Christi

Costa was glad the Moraga-Orinda Fire Depart-

ment came to the school for two days this semester

to talk to students and to help teach CPR. “We had

every student perform CPR on the dolls,” she said.

“I made it especially serious in my class since I had

heart failure after having my baby not too long ago

(at 39 years old). I told my students that everyone

should know CPR and emphasized the importance

on saving lives.”

      

Contra Costa County Fire District Captain

Paramedic Gil Caravantes said Watson did a phe-

nomenal job.  “Very few people step up when they

see someone has fallen; they just keep walking,” he

said.  “It’s wonderful to see this young man stop

and go the extra mile. Thanks to Dylan, we were

able to get pulses back and he had spontaneous res-

pirations when we arrived at the hospital.”  The

gentleman was taken to Kaiser Permanente in Wal-

nut Creek and was still in the hospital as of last

week.

      

“Dylan was so shaken up afterward,” said Wat-

son’s mother, Karen. “But at the time it happened, a

calm just came over him and he knew what to do.”

      

“I’m so proud of him,” Caraventes said.  “I’d

love to have a son like him.”

      

For information about CPR classes offered in

the area, you can visit www.mofd.org/services/cpr-

firstaid.      J. Wake

Dylan Watson races with Oakland Strokes.    Photo provided

New Customer Special
Bring in this “Post-It” for 
$5 Off Your First Purchase!!

Valid at MontclairVillage shop only(6218 LaSalle Ave,Montclair Village)Exp. June 30, 2012
(New Customers Only. $25
minimum purchase, cannot
be combined with otherdiscounts/offers)
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Dear Readers: We are experiencing

difficulty obtaining detailed crime

reports from the Lafayette police

departments, which is staffed by

the Contra Costa County Sheriff.

Please bear with us as we try to de-

termine how to best serve the pub-

lic given the limited information

that is being made available to us. 

City Council
Tuesday, May 29, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, June 4, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Tuesday, May 29, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District 
Wednesday, June 6, 7:30 pm

Board Room AUHSD Office

1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Thursday, June 21, 7:00 pm

Regular Board Meeting

LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

please...

...thanks!

Share your thoughts,
insights and opinions
with your community.

Send a letter to 
the editor: 

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Police Report

Dana Green

Lic. #01482454

www.DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918

   The Dana Green Team Proudly Presents...
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Offered at $1,599,000

3500 Silver Springs Road, Lafayette

Picture Perfect in Silver Springs!

#1 Agent in Lafayette & Contra Costa County www.3500SilverSprings.comnty

Aging Parents? We Can Help.
Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice of older adults 
in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?
● Home Care Assistance lets you select the caregiver of your choice from our extensive roster.

● Home Care Assistance is the leader in 24 hour a day, 7 day a week live-in care.

● Home Care Assistance provides high quality, bonded and insured caregivers, who are experienced in
care for older adults.

● Home Care Assistance helps with meals, personal care, transportation and more. 

● Home Care Assistance wrote the books Handbook for Live-In Care and Happy to 102, available on 
Amazon.com. They serve as a resource for the industry, as well as families.

Meet Jesse Walters. Jesse is the Client Care Manager for
our Danville/ Walnut Creek office. He has been working on
older adults issues for more than ten years and specializes
in home care. Please call Jesse to answer any questions you 
may have about home care.

Call Jesse for a free consultation at: 
925-817-0416 • HomeCareAssistance.com
480 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Danville, CA 94526

Appeal Overruled for Las Huertas House
By Cathy Tyson

Amajority of Planning Commis-

sioners were not able to agree

with the appeal of neighbors regarding

a proposed home on Las Huertas Road

who had hoped to send the project

back to the Design Review Committee

(DRC) to further reduce its size.  Back

in March, after roughly two years of

design changes with the DRC, the Ma-

linovsky family home was ultimately

approved after significant adjustments

in size and mass.  The final version is

well under the city height limit of 35

feet and has more than minimum set-

backs from the street.

      

Planning Commissioners had

asked for more information about the

relative size and mass of homes in the

immediate neighborhood in March,

before making a final decision.  City

staff had time to examine Contra Costa

County Assessors Records and verify

front yard setbacks, coming to the con-

clusion there is “a variety of develop-

ment in the neighborhood,” said

Assistant Planner Michael Cass at the

May 7 Planning Commission meeting.  

      

Across the street neighbor, Is-

abelle Ord argued that the proposed

project was just not compatible with

the neighborhood. “We are concerned

that although there have been a lot of

changes, they are not material

changes.  This will be one of the tallest

homes and have the smallest setback

in the neighborhood.”  Her father Ed

Ord focused on privacy, adding “it will

tower over our house.”

      

Commissioner Tom Chastain cast

his vote based on the suitability of the

proposed home in the neighborhood

context.  “My sense is there’s no real

consistency in the neighborhood –

there are different styles throughout.”

He voted to deny the appeal and up-

hold the original Design Review Com-

mittee approval.

      

A majority of Commissioners

agreed.  “We don’t have an ordinance

that says thou shalt not see your neigh-

bor’s house,” noted Commissioner

Will Lovitt – a sentiment that has come

up many times over the years.   

      

Vlad Malinovsky had reached out

for input from surrounding neighbors

early on in the process and received

some constructive feedback.  “We feel

that the Ords are exceeding the norm

of how most of us view our homes in

relationship to our neighborhood,”

said Malinovsky.  “They seem to feel

more entitled to the space of their

neighbor’s properties than the rest of

us do in a neighborhood sense.” 

Environmental Report on “Terraces” Project Available
By Cathy Tyson

It certainly can’t compete with the

latest paperback novel, but for cu-

rious readers the Draft Environmental

Impact Report for the Terraces of

Lafayette project is now available to

the public.

      

The lengthy non-fiction report as-

sesses the potential environmental

consequences of approving the con-

troversial 315-unit multi-family proj-

ect at the corner of Deer Hill Road

and Pleasant Hill Road, officially

known as the Terraces of Lafayette.  

      

It takes a village to complete a re-

port this extensive. The Planning

Center was the lead consultant with

six project team members, along with

subconsultants for biological re-

sources, historic resources, geology

and soils, and traffic and transporta-

tion.

      

They were tasked with analyzing

and looking at feasible mitigation

measures and possible alternatives

that would reduce or avoid substantial

impacts.  The 14 proposed two- and

three-story buildings clustered on the

22-acre parcel, locally known as the

Christmas Tree Lot, obviously will

impact the site in a number of ways:

visually, air quality, noise, traffic and

more.  

      

With seven chapters from a Re-

port Summary to Environmental

Evaluation and appendices covering

an array of topics from conceptual site

plans to a preliminary stormwater

control plan, there is something for

everyone.  For example, the Trans-

portation and Traffic section is 122

pages long; readers should be advised

that although the margins are wide, it

will take a while to get through the

entire report.    

      

In order to quantify and compare

possible options, EIR authors ana-

lyzed three alternatives: the no project

alternative, the mitigated project alter-

native, and the office development al-

ternative.  Rather like Goldilocks and

the three bowls of porridge, it will be

up to the Planning Commission to de-

termine which one is just right.

      

Looking forward, the Final Envi-

ronmental Impact Report is scheduled

to be released in September.  When

asked about next steps the City’s Spe-

cial Projects Manager, Ann Merideth,

said, “Since the project application is

a Land Use Permit and Hillside De-

velopment Permit, the Planning Com-

mission is the decision-making body.

The Commission will consider the

project application this fall after the

environmental review process is com-

pleted. The City Council would con-

sider the EIR and project application

if there were an appeal of the Com-

mission’s decisions.”

      

As always, the public is invited to

read over the document and offer

comments.  The Draft EIR can be

found on the city’s website at

www.ci.lafayette.ca.us, or read it over

at the City of Lafayette Offices, 3675

Mount Diablo Boulevard, Suite 210

or at the Lafayette Library and Learn-

ing Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo. A CD is

also available, call (925) 284-1969 to

request it. The official public review

period runs through 5 p.m. on June

28.  Those with comments can send

them to: Ann Merideth, City of

Lafayette, 3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Suite 210, Lafayette, California

94549, or save a tree and send via e-

mail to: amerideth@ci.lafayette.ca.us.

To take a more colorful look at the

proposed project, visit the developer’s

website for detailed architectural and

landscape plans at www.terrace-

soflafayette.com. 
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ELENA HOOD
REAL ESTATE GROUP

(925)254-3030
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LAFAYETTE

Visit  www.Orinda.com 
for local real estate information and photos of all Lamorinda homes for sale!

47 Sanders Ranch Rd., Moraga
�����������������������������
���������������

����������������!���"#�$����%�!�������
$1,550,000       www.47SandersRanchRd.com

118 Zander Dr., Orinda
����!����%�&��'������()��"����!�%�!�����"����*�+�!�
back yard.  Single level 3 Br, 2 Ba. with remodeled 

kitchen and baths.  
$1,299,000              www.118ZanderDr.com

908 Augusta Dr., Moraga CC
New listing. lovely detached Inverness model.  

��"��$�����!��-������!���%�����!����"��
back yard.  1819 sqft, 3 Br, 2 Ba.

 $735,000               www.908AugustaDr.com

Its not too late to prepare your house for the market!
If  you are thinking of  selling in 2012, we can help you prepare 

and stage your house for a successful sale this year.

127 Shuey Dr., Moraga
	���/0/4��5�!�-�6�7�-�/�6�7��
	��7�����������:��%����!�
      www.127ShueyDr.com
              $1,289,000

New Listing!

Open Sunday 1-4

Great Remodeled Home

Open Sunday 1-4

Sale Pending!

Farmers’ Market Grand Opening on June 10

After finding a new market oper-

ator, a new location in the south

BART parking lot – off of Happy Val-

ley Road just past the Wells Fargo

bank— and securing a new, more

family-friendly day, Sunday, the

Lafayette Farmer’s Market will soon

be open for business.

      

Starting on June 10, from 9 a.m. to

1 p.m. year round, roughly 60 vendors

will offer a wide variety of produce,

flowers, packaged and prepared foods

– even a social area with tables and

chairs to dine on recent purchases. The

new location offers convenient parking

– accessible via the lot at Town Center

III, behind Panda Express.

      

The constrained location of last

year’s market at the corner of Moraga

Road and Mt. Diablo Blvd., along with

difficult timing on Thursday evenings,

wasn’t a great fit for customers.

      

“We are very excited that the

Farmer’s Market was approved at the

BART lot,” said Gina Dawson of Sus-

tainable Lafayette; however she went

to explain that the group is concerned

about the City’s sign ordinance - there’s

a restriction on directional signs.  Since

visibility is important, especially at

their new and improved location, “We

are working on ways to be creative to

get the word out,” said Dawson.  

      

Organizers felt that the new oper-

ator, Urban Village Farmer’s Market

Association, offered a great mix of

vendors and has a successful track

record with markets in Sunnyvale,

Santa Clara, the Temescal District and

in Montclair Village.     C. Tyson

Lafayette Community
Foundation is Giving
Money Away
By Cathy Tyson

Who doesn’t want to help

out a service that pro-

vides a lift to get seniors to their

doctor’s appointments and more?

Generous support of worthy local

non-profits has been the Lafayette

Community Foundation’s (LCF)

mission since 1999.  Senior

Helpline Services recently re-

ceived a $3,000 grant from the

LCF. The non-profit charitable

organization helps seniors in

Lafayette and throughout Contra

Costa County to safely age in

place by providing free trans-

portation, regular outreach to iso-

lated elders through their

Reassurance Phone Friends Pro-

gram along with information and

referrals for a variety of services.

     

“I have never met a senior

whose bucket list includes living

in a nursing home,” said a very

grateful Elaine Welch, Executive

Director of Senior Helpline Serv-

ices.   “Mobility equals independ-

ence,” she added, explaining their

escorted door through door serv-

ice and help with packages or

groceries can be a critical compo-

nent of supporting the elderly

who prefer to live at home, but

may need some help. 

             

... continued on page A8

Supervisor Gayle Uilkema
Loses Battle with Cancer
Services to be held at St. Perpetua’s in
Lafayette

Contra Costa Supervisor Gayle

Uilkema passed away Saturday,

May 19 after a two-year battle with

ovarian cancer. She was 73. 

      

In March, Uilkema was named

Lafayette’s Citizen of the Year.  She

served for 16 years on the Contra

Costa County Board of Supervisors

and 19 years on the Lafayette City

Council. She always believed that

local government is the most impor-

tant government.

      

Uilkema announced last Novem-

ber that she would not seek reelection,

saying, “I chose this time of Thanks-

giving to announce my retirement be-

cause I'm so grateful and want to give

thanks for the opportunity to hold the

public trust all these years."

      

"Gayle's service to the residents

of Lafayette and Contra Costa County

goes beyond the number of meetings

she attended and the decisions she

made," said long-time friend and

Lafayette City Council member Don

Tatzin in March. "What distinguishes

Gayle from others in public service is

the manner in which she serves. She

is always accessible, puts the needs of

constituents first, and trusts the judg-

ment of citizens to know what is best

for them and what they need and want

from government.” 

      

Uilkema took an active interest in

a variety of projects ranging from re-

gional emergency preparedness to

public finance, and keeping seniors

safe from fall risks.

      

She is survived by her two daugh-

ters, of whom she spoke proudly on

many occasions—one is a Deputy

District Attorney and the other a fam-

ily practice physician.

      

Services will be held at Saint Per-

petua’s Church, 3454 Hamlin Road,

Lafayette. There will be a Rosary on

Wednesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. and a

Funeral Mass on Thursday, May 24 at

10:30 a.m. A reception will follow in

St. Perpetua’s Parish Hall.

      

Memorial donations may be

made to the American Cancer Soci-

ety, 101 Ygnacio Valley Road, Suite

110, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

      

Flowers may be sent to Hull’s,

1139 Saranap Avenue, Walnut Creek,

CA 94595.

L.Borrowman

Gayle Uilkema in Orinda's 4th of July Parade last summer. Photo Ohlen Alexander

Shoppers at last year’s Farmers’ Market Photo Andy Scheck

 

Need a Graduation Gift? 
Book Ends .................................... From  ...... 60.00 
Boxed Stationery ......................... From ......... 7.50 
Business Card Holders ............... From ....... 25.00 
Desk Clocks ................................. From ....... 28.50 
Jewelry Boxes .............................. From ....... 14.95 
Address Books ............................ From ......... 8.99 
Miniature Clocks .......................... From ....... 26.50 
Money Clips ................................. From ....... 14.95  
Pandora Charms .......................... From ....... 25.00    
Paper Weights .............................. From ....... 25.00 
Photo Albums .............................. From ....... 12.00 
Picture Frames ............................. From ....... 12.95 
Travel Alarm Clocks .................... From ....... 28.50 
Waterman Pen .............................. From ....... 55.00 
                                                  Make it Personal! 

                                 Fast In-House  
                            Engraving Service!                                       

                                     Gift Wrap Service Available 
                                           
 

Graduation Cards 

For Your Grad 
Picture Frames 

Great Selection! 
Great Prices!  

 

Choose from Sterling Silver,   
Silver Plate, Wood, Faux Leather 

 

Over 200 styles and  
sizes to choose from 

 

Starting at 12.95 

For Your Grad! 
 

The Full  
Pandora Collection 

 

Pandora Charms  
starting at 25.00 

 

Open Weekdays 10:00-9:00, Sat. 10:00 - 7:00, Sun. 11:00-6:00 � 1129 Broadway Plaza, Walnut Creek (925) 947-1991 � 1(800) 833-2182 Full Service Bridal Registry and Internet access www.davidmbrian@aol.com 

TM
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Loud party, 5/12/12  Perhaps the

bevy of beer cans on the front

lawn was a heads up to police?

An anonymous call came in to

cops that there was a social gath-

ering on Lucia Lane, around

11:30 p.m.  Moraga’s finest esti-

mated fifty people were inside the

residence.  Fiesta host received a

written warning about loud and

unruly parties.  Party’s over.

Attempted purse snatching,

5/13/12  Or rather purse shoplift-

ing.  Two suspects attempted to

run out of T.J. Maxx with eight

expensive hand bags, valued at

over $1,500.  The two were al-

most caught red, er – purse

handed, but dropped the goods

and ran out of the store.  Suspects

ran to their car and got away,

purses never left the store.

False alarms, 5/12/12  This time

on Merrill Circle.  Police re-

sponded to an audible alarm, but

performed an exterior security

check and found nothing wrong.

Same thing reported the next day

in the middle of the afternoon to

a home just down the street – no

signs of forced entry.  Ditto for a

home on Camino Pablo on May

11.

Abandoned kids, 5/11/12 Police

determined that the parent of

three juveniles was neglecting to

provide a safe and healthy envi-

ronment.  The children were re-

moved by Child Protective

Services and animal control re-

moved two dogs from the home

on Ascot Drive.

Breakfast of Champions, 5/11/12

Cops pulled over a Dodge

Charger on Moraga Road at 7:40

in the morning.  The driver was

talking on cell phone and ap-

peared to be intoxicated.  She was

taken into custody for driving

under the influence and later re-

leased to a friend.

Mirror Mirror, 5/08/12  A GMC

Sierra pick-up truck was parked

on Corliss Drive between 9 p.m.

and 10 p.m.  Although the truck

owner hadn’t seen or heard any-

thing, when he went out to the ve-

hicle at 10:00 – someone smashed

the driver’s door mirror and its

housing.  It’s a $400 mystery that

comes with seven years bad luck. 

Police Report

Planning Commission
Monday, June 4, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review
Monday, May 29, 7:00 pm

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, June 12, 7:30 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Town Council
Wednesday, May 23, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, June 13, 7:00 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

562 Center St. Moraga, Rheem Valley Shopping Ctr. near CVS

www.moragajewelers.com    Phone: (925) 376-1283

Blue Ridge Cabinets
Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Custom Cabinetry

Steve Gorman (925) 798-4899
cabdesign@ifn.net

www.blueridgecabinets.com Lic. 810658

The Dog Days are Over
Town Council votes to end off-leash hours at Rancho Laguna Park; approves
a reconfiguration plan
By Sophie Braccini

The long tradition of allowing

off-leash dogs to romp at Ran-

cho Laguna Park during the early

morning and evening hours will come

to an end on June 9, and will not re-

sume until and unless a fenced dog

park is constructed.  The decision

came at the May 9 Moraga Town

Council meeting after hours of tense

discussion. The Council also declined

to accept a plan recommended by a

committee of residents and opted in-

stead for a reconfiguration of the park

that would include a small, fenced

dog area and a U12 soccer field. 

      

The next question is: where will

the money for this construction come

from?  The Town made it clear that it

was not interested in footing the bill,

at least not in full.

      

In late March, the Council gave

interested residents a deadline of May

9 to come up with a plan for Rancho

Laguna Park that would satisfy all

stakeholders.  A group of 14 residents

volunteered to serve on a Committee;

some came forward on their own and

others were recommended by the

Town Manager. They met three times

and produced a plan for a roughly

two-acre fenced dog park, encom-

passing about 40 percent of the grass

area at Rancho Laguna Park (called

Plan C).  In addition, two dissenting

members of the Committee presented

alternate plans (D1 and D2) for a

smaller dog park of about one acre.

      

Many residents spoke at the

Council meeting, most in support of

Plan C. “We were asked to compro-

mise our position from wanting to

leave the park as is, to accepting a

fenced solution.  We did, and we

agreed on Plan C,” said Committee

member Tina Briar.  She went on to

cite all of the instances when four of

the five Council members were on

record indicating that they liked, or

could support, Plan C.  

      

Plan C supporters also pleaded

with the Council not to have the sec-

ond reading of the ordinance that

would end the off-leash hours at the

park until a fenced area was built. 

      

Other residents, in smaller num-

bers, supported ending the off-leash

hours immediately.   “We stopped

going [to the park] when my younger

son was knocked over by an off-leash

golden retriever who wanted to play,”

said Amy Kikugawa.  “I encourage

you to not table the second reading of

the ordinance.”

      

Council members debated be-

tween Plan C and Plan D2, and

whether or not to end the off-leash

hours as a fenced area was being con-

structed.  Vice Mayor Howard

Harpham seemed torn, and cast the

swing vote—Council Members

Karen Mendonca and Ken Chew

wanted to end off-leash hours, while

Mayor Mike Metcalf and Council

Member Dave Trotter wanted to con-

tinue them.

      

The ordinance was approved on

3-2 vote and will be effective June 9.

It does not change the rules at the

Mulholland Open Space Preserve,

where animals that are under a per-

son's control are permitted in desig-

nated paved areas without a leash. 

                   

... continued on page A11

Another School Parcel Tax in Moraga’s Future?
By Sophie Braccini  

Disappointment over the recent defeat of

Measure A, the school parcel tax,

didn’t dampen Moraga School District Super-

intendent Bruce Burns’ community spirit. The

good-natured Burns took to the unstable seat

of the dunk tank at the Community Faire and

went under a few times, in his tie, for the ben-

efit of the Moraga Chamber of Commerce.

      

As he dried off, Burns commented about

the night of May 8 that saw the defeat of the

ballot measure the District had hoped would

support its operations in the coming years.

“We took a big swing and missed,” he said,

“but we’re not out.”

      

The Superintendent said that trying again

was the District’s only option.  “If the Gov-

ernor’s Tax Initiative passes in November

there will still be a negative impact on our

schools,” he said. “If it does not pass, the cuts

will have to be even deeper.”  

      

Burns said that he and his team will re-

view what went wrong this time, and consider

the timing of another ballot measure.

      

“We will analyze the results to understand

what we could do better,” he said.  Of the

10,172 registered voters, 5,577 returned their

mail-in ballots;3,718 voted yes, about 100

votes shy of the two-thirds approval such a

measure requires.  Burns believes that it is

important for the District to understand which

group of the population voted no and perhaps

restructure the measure to gain more support.

     

“This measure had no sunset. Maybe we

should make it a seven-year tax; we could

also review different levels of exemption,”

he said.

      

“The economy is, of course, also a huge

factor,” added Burns. “Although we are dis-

appointed, we are not discouraged, and we

want to tell the story of our successes and ac-

complishments, so the whole community

continues to support its schools.”

Moraga School District
Refinances Bond to Save
Taxpayers Money
Moraga taxpayers will see a decrease of $21 on
their property tax bill due to the refinancing of the
school district’s outstanding bonds.  With municipal
bond rates at historic lows and a high quality credit
rating of “AA” from Standard & Poor’s, the District
was able to refinance at an all-in cost of 1.23
percent.  

The refinancing will not affect the district’s
operating costs or provide any additional resources
to the district. The original bonds were issued in
1996 and refinanced once before, in 2002.
Combined with the refinancing in 2002, which
reduced payments by $760,000, the current 2012
refinancing brings the savings to taxpayers to $1.83
million in general obligation bond repayment.

Plan D2 Staff report

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Cathy Schultheis   

510-915-2277
cathy@brokercathy.com

www.brokercathy.com
DRE #01005765

24 Years of Experience With Proven Results

440 Deerfield Dr., Moraga
Offered at $1,199,000

Sale Pending Sold Sold

352 Deerfield Dr., Moraga
Offered at $1,215,000

461 Woodminster Dr., Moraga
Offered at $439,000

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304
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B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Company Inc.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

SUMMER IS ALMOST HERE!
SIGN UP FOR CAMPS 
AND CLASSES NOW!

apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

3193 Andreasen Drive, Lafayette

Spacious, sun-filled, four bedroom, two bath
home in a private, wooded setting. Private,
quiet yard backs to open space. Close to
trails, downtown shops, dining and freeway
access.
www.3193Andreasen.com

$799,000 Lori Legler

220 Calle La Montana, Moraga

Tranquil setting, three bedrooms, two baths,
pastoral views, mature gated garden opens
to pristine trails and regional recreation. Top
rated school districts. 
www.220CalleMontana.com 

$795,000 Rick Richetta

1 Snowberry Lane, Orinda

Charming, four bedroom, custom home on a
serene, .75+/-acre, creekside lot. Versatile,
3400+/-sf floor plan flooded with natural
light. Gorgeous patio and gardens.  
$1,395,000 Alan Marks

251 Monte Vista Ridge Road, Orinda

Panoramic views from this stunning, Tudor
home. Five bedroom, four bath house on
1.65+/-acres at the end of an exclusive 
cul-de-sac.
$1,995,000 Erin McCoin & Rochelle Williams 

WHERE WE LIVE.

Explore the new
apr.com

AND FIND YOUR PLACE.

Moraga Citizen Corps Council Revived
By Sophie Braccini

By many accounts, there has

been a Citizen Corps Council in

Moraga for a long time. However, no

meetings have ever been held and

nobody really knows who comprises

its membership. When Dennis Rein

was hired as Emergency Prepared-

ness Coordinator for Moraga and

Orinda, and now Lafayette as well,

he understood that the job would in-

clude acting as the Moraga-Orinda

Fire Department liaison to Lamor-

inda’s three Citizen Corps Councils.

Orinda and Lafayette have active

councils in place; Rein recently un-

dertook the task of reviving the one

in Moraga.

      

According to its web site the Cit-

izen Corps’ mission is “to harness

the power of every individual

through education, training, and vol-

unteer service to make communities

safer, stronger, and better prepared to

respond to the threats of terrorism,

crime, public health issues, and dis-

asters of all kinds.” It was launched

by George Bush in 2002, following

the events of September 11, 2001.

Citizen Corps is coordinated nation-

ally by the Department of Homeland

Security's Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency (FEMA).

      

Rein invited representatives of

local groups involved in emergency

preparedness to a meeting on May 9.

The attendees included Police Chief

Bob Priebe, Canyon resident

Jonathan Goodwin, and Linda and

Gary Borelli of Moraga Neighbor-

hood Emergency Preparedness

(MNEP).  Representatives from the

Red Cross and the local Community

Emergency Response Team were

unable to attend.

      

The Citizen Corp Councils of

Lafayette and Orinda operate quite

differently from each other. 

                 

... continued on page A11

From left: Dennis Rein, Bob Priebe, Jonathan Goodwin, Gary Borelli, and Linda Borelli Photo Sophie Braccini

Old Bowling Alley Site Still
a Challenging Piece of  Dirt
By Sophie Braccini

On May 7 Signature Properties

presented, to a joint meeting of

Moraga’s Design Review Committee

and Planning Commission, a devel-

opment project for 26 medium den-

sity homes closely packed on about

two acres of the vacant, flat lot along

Moraga Road across from the Rheem

Shopping Center.

      

It is the third project proposed for

this site; previous plans included one

for roughly 40 apartments and then 21

detached single-family residences.

This new project was developed after

discussions with Town staff, encour-

aging the developer to increase the

density of the single-family homes.

The project proposes clusters of three,

four and six parcels, plus a 27th lot

where a bioswale (landscape drainage

area) would be built. 

      

“The price point for these homes

would be from the high-$500,000s to

the mid- $600,000s,” said the devel-

oper. “This price point will make this

project successful.”  Staff and com-

missioners raised several issues with

the project, in spite of some strong

points.

                   

... continued on page A11

Proposal by Fehr and Peers for a pedestrian crossing on Moraga Road
From staff report



The week of budget woes contin-

ued as Council members and

staff reviewed the City of Orinda’s

current and projected finances in

painstaking detail at a morning budget

workshop May 17. 

      

The City’s General Fund Operat-

ing Revenues will be $236,045

less than first estimated for Fiscal

Year 2013 – the lion’s share of the

loss attributed to declines in prop-

erty tax revenues and the “In lieu

of Vehicle License Fees” line item

– reductions of $182,733 and

$73,642, respectively.

      

In addition, according to the City

of Orinda Management Summary:

Tax Year 2011-12 prepared for City

leaders by MuniServices, “The se-

cured and unsecured assessment rolls

for 2011-12 show that the assessed

value of taxable properties within the

City of Orinda decreased by -3.18

percent over the previous year, 2010-

2011.” And, an “analysis of sales oc-

curring within the City of Orinda

since the 2011-12 roll year release

(July 2011) indicates that 162 sales re-

sulted in a decline in value of approx-

imately $10,000,000.” 

      

As a result, City Council mem-

bers probed the nooks and crannies of

each City department’s budget, bal-

ancing the desire to reduce opera-

tional costs with the need to deliver

mandated and vital services. The City

Clerk’s budget will increase by

roughly $30,000 from Fiscal Year

(FY) 2012 to FY 2013 due to biennial

statewide election costs while City

Manager Keeter’s budget will de-

crease by approximately $20,000 due

largely to cuts in Keeter’s salary and

benefits. 

      

The Planning Department antici-

pates saving roughly $40,000 due to

staffing adjustments while Parks and

Recreation estimates that it will be

able to reduce its budget by $141,584

due to savings derived from lower

salaries for the new Parks and Recre-

ation Director and certain temporary

staff positions, along with the trans-

formation of a full-time Recreation

Supervisor II job, through attrition,

into a full-time Recreation Coordina-

tor position. 

                   

.... continued on page A8
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Suspicious circumstances,

5/10/12  A 14-year-old girl

walking home after school be-

came suspicious when a red

car passed her, then made a u-

turn and tried to talk to her.

She sought the shelter of a

neighbor’s porch.  The girl

said there were two men in the

car.  The driver was described

as having “spiked” dark hair;

the passenger wore his hair in

short dreadlocks.  “Hi, how

are you doing?” said Dread-

guy.  They didn’t stick around.

Grass makes you sleepy,

5/7/12   Grazing in the grass

was no gas for one 36-year-

old male, whom Orinda police

found catching 40 winks

alongside Camino Pablo.  Po-

lice also found the man, who

was on probation in Alameda

County, in possession of a pre-

scription drug.  The man was

searched, transported to Mar-

tinez Detention Facility and

booked.

Cat burglar?  More like a

clumsy dog… 5/7/2012  The

fog may come in on little cat

feet, but one burglar was any-

thing but cat-like.  An Orinda

Sleepy Hollow resident was

awakened in the middle of the

night after hearing a crash and

sounds of movement in his

house.  He found a male bur-

glar lying face down inside his

home next to a broken win-

dow.  The burglar fled, leaving

his screwdriver, wire cutters

and baseball cap behind.  Po-

lice brought a K-9 in to search

the area, but couldn’t find him.

Warrant time, various dates:

Three warrant arrests are on

the books; the first on 5/7

when a 32-year-old male

driver was pulled over.  He

had an outstanding warrant is-

sued in LA and earned a visit

to Martinez Detention Facility.

Number two was a 56-year-

old male who on 5/10 was ar-

rested and booked into

Martinez Detention Facility.

The last guy got lucky – a 26-

year-old male was cited and

released after a traffic stop

5/15.

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, June 5, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, June 12, at 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, June 13, at 6:30 pm
Community Room, City Hall

22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

A6 Wednesday, May 23, 2012www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, June 11, 6:00 pm

OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Fee Hikes in Orinda’s Future
Orinda City Council learns of latest budget headaches
By Laurie Snyder

The May 15 Orinda City Coun-

cil meeting began on a somber

note as participants were informed of

the passing May 9 of Orinda’s first

mayor, Dick Heggie. A Rotarian and

former Orinda Citizen of the Year,

Heggie also co-founded the Orinda-

Tabor Sister City Foundation and

served as director of the Orinda Com-

munity Foundation.

      

Council members adopted the

evening’s agenda in his honor before

proceeding on to the latest round of

budget and infrastructure project dis-

cussions in front of a large crowd,

which included a significant number

of students from Miramonte High

School.

      

One of those students whistled in

surprise as Mayor Steve Glazer ex-

plained – during the portion of the

meeting devoted to the latest news

about the Glorietta Storm Drain Proj-

ect – how the cost of this one project

relates to the small number of homes

it will impact versus the size of

Orinda’s approximately $10 million

overall budget.

      

A budget buster, the project is

under review yet again because only

two of the roughly 10 firms antici-

pated to express interest in the project

actually submitted bids by the May 1

deadline. Both bids came in well

above what the Council and staff

were expecting.

      

The lower of the two –

$1,484,430 – was submitted by Bay

Pacific Pipelines, Inc., and “exceeds

the approved Capital Improvement

(CIP) Budget of $1,254,308,” accord-

ing to the staff report for this meeting.

The bid submitted by K.J. Woods

Construction, Inc., the second firm

competing for the project award, was

$1,688,000. At first blush, the City

Engineer initially thought the project

would cost even less – $1,016,772. 

      

Council Member Dean Orr asked

why only two bids were received, and

was advised by Public Works Direc-

tor Chuck Swanson that several of the

other companies expected to bid were

already booked to work on other proj-

ects, had issues with subcontracting,

or felt they would not be able to make

enough profit. Additionally, the pro-

ject’s complexity and risk may have

also factored into their decisions.

      

The Council touched briefly on

the viability of re-opening the bidding

process, but ultimately opted not to do

so. The project is time sensitive due

to obligations incurred by the City

under a related settlement with the

Robles family, as well as the expira-

tion dates on the environmental per-

mits and easements, which have

already been obtained in order to ex-

pedite the project.

      

When Orr pointed out a potential

$200,000 discrepancy on line 14 of

the budget submitted by the winning

bidder, Swanson observed, “That’s

where we speculate the savings is.”

He and City Manager Janet Keeter

also stated that Public Works person-

nel are confident that they will be able

to reduce the projected budget even

further “through value engineering

and recommendations from the low

bidder regarding alternative construc-

tion methods.” As a result, the Coun-

cil agreed that the project should

move forward, and directed staff to

negotiate aggressively with Bay Pa-

cific Pipelines to reduce the project’s

overall cost.

      

In addition, Council members

held a public hearing regarding the

City’s plans to charge more for many

of the services it delivers. According

to the staff report, the hikes are being

implemented – for everything from

administrative operations to recreation

programs – because the City’s fees

“have not been adjusted for overall

changes in the Consumer Price Index

(CPI) since July 1, 2008,” and “to

comply with the Council’s policy that

charges be set to recover the actual

cost of providing certain services.”

      

Planning Department fees, al-

ready restructured in 2010, will in-

crease by three percent. Fees for

non-planning items will rise roughly

7.9 percent, based on the com-

pounded Bay Area CPI (percentages

for 2009: 1.2, 2010: 1.8, 2011: 1.7,

2012: 3.0). And, new fees will be in-

troduced, including a Police services

“fix-it ticket” fee of $10 to compen-

sate the City for the time it takes an

officer to check and sign-off on the

correction of the violation of the ve-

hicle.

      

Council members and staff antic-

ipate that these fee changes will bring

in an additional $25,000 in revenue –

deemed critical in light of the latest

budget updates showing that the

City’s property tax revenues will be

roughly a quarter of a million dollars

less than originally anticipated.

Pinching Pennies
Orinda City Council and staff roll up sleeves at budget workshop 
By Laurie Snyder

Buckle Up!
The Orinda Police Department will be joining other state and local
enforcement officers for Click It or Ticket enforcement from May 22 through
June 1. "Too many drivers and passengers on the road at night are not
wearing their seat belts, and it all too often ends in tragedy," says Chief
Jeffrey Jennings. "Our goal is to save lives, so the Orinda Police Department
will be enforcing seat belt laws around the clock." According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2010 nationally, 61
percent of the 10,647 passenger vehicle occupants killed in nighttime
automobile traffic crashes were not wearing seat belts versus 42 percent
killed during the daytime.   L.Snyder

925.360.9588            925.708.9515

Two Amazing Orinda Estates!     

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995 ©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

Details at www.TheHATTERSLEYS.com

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

Theater View Veterinary Clinic 
is a brand new facility owned by
“Dr. Laurie” Langford who has
been caring for animals in Orinda
for 15 years.

Tour the Clinic
~ Free Heartworm Tests for the 

first 90 visitors (a $37 value!)
~ Free Nail Trims for Dogs & Cats  

(a $12 value!)
~ Chat with Vendors
~ Treats for Pets 

(& their people, too!)
Everyone welcomed & encouraged
to check out the best  veterinary
care that Orinda has to offer!

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: tvvc@theaterviewvetclinic.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday June 16th 3pm-5pm
Theater View Veterinary Clinic
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Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

For the Good of  the City: Honoring Frank and Margaret Baldwin
By Laurie Snyder

Orinda City Council meetings

are often dry, occasionally

heated, and when at their best, bring

citizens together to honor their neigh-

bors for contributions made for the

good of the City. On May 15, that is

precisely what happened as Reverend

Frank Baldwin was recognized for his

efforts to make Orinda kinder and its

discourse more civil. 

      

Baldwin, a Berkeley native who

graduated from the Yale Divinity

School, is retiring at the end of this

month from his appointment to the

Orinda Historic Landmark Commit-

tee and as pastor at the Orinda Com-

munity Church (OCC) where he has

served since 1998.

      

His wife, Margaret, is also retiring

from Head-Royce School where she

has taught French language and cul-

ture since 2000. Sweethearts since

Berkeley High, the Baldwins have

been a strong voice for those least

able to advocate for themselves.

      

“Kindness,” said Leslie Darwin

O’Brien, OCC’s Director of Commu-

nity Life, is the first word which

comes to mind when she thinks of

Frank Baldwin. “He always takes the

time to find out what is really going

on in someone’s life... in someone’s

heart.”

      

“I think of Frank as a very caring

person,” said Council Member Victo-

ria Smith. “He has done a lot to make

the church a focal point – even for

people who don’t necessarily have a

religious affiliation.”

      

Both Smith and her colleague,

Vice Mayor Amy Worth, mentioned

Baldwin’s work with affordable sen-

ior housing programs as an example

of the good he has done, noting that

while Council members focused on

program quality and cost in their ne-

gotiations with Eden Housing, Bald-

win’s eyes were trained on the

services that would be offered to keep

seniors in their homes as long as pos-

sible before needing to transition to

nursing homes. “He’d push at every

juncture,” and those services, said

Smith, are “what will make the proj-

ect a wonderful place to live and not

just a beautiful building to look at.”

      

Observing that OCC “is broader

than its walls,” Worth also spoke of the

leadership by Baldwin and his congre-

gants with regard to the Winter Nights

homeless shelter. When City officials

realized they would not have enough

space to accommodate the many

Orindans who wanted to make their

voices heard in debates over the con-

tentious issue, OCC offered the use of

its Sanctuary. ... continued on page A8

“See what love can do” was the mes-
sage of the first sermon delivered at
the Orinda Community Church in
1998 by Rev. Frank Baldwin, who will
retire at the end of this month. 

Photos Ohlen Alexander

Rev. Frank Baldwin, pastor of the Orinda Community Church who is retiring at the end of May from both the Church and
his appointment to the Orinda Historic Landmark Committee, is honored by the Orinda City Council for his contributions
to the city, from left: Baldwin, Mayor Steve Glazer, and Council Members Dean Orr, Victoria Smith, and Sue Severson.

MCC Gem!     1750Spyglass.com Great Views!      BrownAveLot.com

New Listin
g

1.9 Acres
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Frank Woodward

925.788.4963      
Frank@FrankWoodward.com

For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact

Frank today!

MORAGA $869,000
4/2.5.  High ceilings. Light, modern, neutral

décor throughout.Immaculate and move

in condition.

Paul Chastain 925-253-4600

ORINDA $939,000
4/2.  Fabulous traditional one lvl home

w/well designed floor plan, large lot &

lovely gardens.

Finola Fellner   925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,995,000
5/4.5. Private Mediterranean Villa with

Spectacular Yard, Gardens & Play

Areas.

Shellie Kirby 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,159,000
4/2. Sophisticated and stylish, limestone

accents, hardwood floors, skylights, high

ceilings, large decks, amazing views. 

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,018,000
4/3. Country Club Contemporary

offering bright, open living spaces and

gorgeous views.

Alti Schmitt 925-253-4600

ORINDA $2,749,000
5/6.5. Stunning Gated French Country

Estate in the Glorietta Neighborhood

Completed in 2010.

Maureen Wilbur  925-253-4600

MORAGA $795,000
4/2.  Rancher w/new paint and carpet,

hdwd floors, large yard, pool, move-in

condition.

Kim McAtee 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,850,000
5/3.5. Beautifully updated, yard w/pool,

lawns, slate patio & much more!

Detached guest house.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600 

ORINDA $5,000,000
4/4. Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate.

Gracefully remodeled Mediterranean. 

Pano views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

MORAGA $1,399,000
4/3.5. Mediterr. updated hm. on 33 acres,

lrg grape vine vineyard,au pair/in law

w/private entry.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,995,000
5/3.2.  Elegant gated Orinda Estate in

Country Club section with view of the

water. 

Steve Stahle 925-253-4600

ORINDA $775,000
3/2.5. Update & Charming! 4Bd + Office,

hdwd flrs, high ceilings, skylights, gourmet

kit, & more!

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,730,000
4/4.  Tucked behind two gates this

majestic Happy Vly Estate set upon 3

acres is truly an entertainer’s paradise!

Chad Morrison 925-253-4600 

ORINDA $3,650,000
4+/4.5. Romantic, Contemporary Villa

Built in ’90 on 1.3 Ac with Amazing Gar-

dens, Vistas & Privacy.

The Hattersley’s   925-253-4600

MORAGA $1,289,000
5/4.  3934 sqft, 5 bd 3.5 ba, gourmet

kitchen, great yard w/outdoor kitchen,

fireplace & spa.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $3,100,000
5/5. Beautiful custom estate situated on

approx. 2.4 private acres. Gated

entrance, shared tennis ct, 2 pool sites.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,729,000
4/3.5. Classic Laf Ranch - Casual Elegance

w/ Lovely Gardens! Privacy & Serenity.

Walk to Bart.

Michele McKay 925-253-4600

ORINDA $6,195,000
5/5.5.     Truly extraordinary! This

majestic, private, park-like 24 acre view

estate with gated security entrance.

Peter & Darlene Hattersley  925.253.4600

ORINDA $5,000,000
2/1.  Grizzly Peak Stables in Orinda. Top of

the world views including Mt.

Diablo.Orinda Schools

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

MORAGA $875,000
4/2.5.  Wonderful Rheem Valley Manor on

a .51 acre lot. Nerby walk/bike trail, park.

Great schools. 

Bo Sullivan 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,299,000
3/2.  

"Huge" flat back yard/fabulous views.

Remodeled single level.

Elena Hood  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,049,000
4/3.5. 

½ acre lot in a court location close to

town and schools.

Durantini/Streeter 925-253-4600 

“The Real Estate Firm People Trust”

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

californiamoves.com

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304



      

The most intensive scrutiny came

during the review of the Orinda Police

Department’s budget. Expenditures

related to Investigation and Commu-

nity Policing are projected to increase

from $295,201 and $199,341 to

$310,262 and $219,509, respectively,

with the biggest ticket item – Patrol

costs – anticipated to jump from

$2,574,487 in FY12 to $2,871,137.

      

Council Member Sue Severson

expressed concern regarding the

chunk OPD’s budget now takes out of

the overall City coffers – up from 27

percent of the City’s operations in

2008 to its present 41 percent share.

“I don’t see that this trend can con-

tinue,” she said. Noting that her com-

ments were not meant to convey that

the City does not value the work of its

police force, she explained that the

City must look at its present service

model to be sure that what the City

agreed to initially in its contract with

the Contra Costa Sheriff’s Depart-

ment still reflects what Orinda’s resi-

dents want and truly need.

      

Council members asked City

Manager Janet Keeter and Orinda Po-

lice Chief Jeffrey Jennings to explore

further possible efficiencies, including

assessing the manner in which offi-

cers with greater and lesser experi-

ence are rotated in and out of the City

and how this might be influencing the

City’s overall contract costs with the

Contra Costa Sheriff’s Department.

      

The City Manager and depart-

ment heads will examine the feedback

given by Council members and inves-

tigate other cost saving options before

returning with a revised forecast to an-

other budget workshop likely to be

held in late May or early June.
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Civic News Lafayette

Civic News Orinda

Roughly 130 volunteers donate their

time to transport seniors to medical

appointments and for other basic ne-

cessities.  Welch joked that her MBA

stands for “Master of Begging and

Advocacy.”  Looks like her degree is

paying off.    

      

Volunteer drivers and funding are

always in short supply; for more in-

formation contact Senior Helpline

Services at (925) 284-2207 or go to

www.seniorhelpline.net.

Lafayette Community
Foundation is Giving
Money Away
... continued from page A3

Lafayette Community Foundation Board Member Marechal Duncan hands over
a check for $3,000 to Elaine Welch of Senior Helpline Services at the charity’s of-
fice near Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Carol Lane.               Photo Cathy Tyson

Pinching Pennies
... continued from page A6

“We had a whole night where we had

really thoughtful discussion,” said

Worth.

      

Baldwin’s ability to get people

talking – and keep them communicat-

ing – was cited as one of his major

strengths. “Right after Frank Baldwin

became Pastor at Orinda Community

Church,” said former Mayor Bobbie

Landers, “I came onto the Board of

the Orinda Senior Village. At the time

there seemed to be some turmoil be-

tween the Church and the Board, but

within a few small meetings Frank

was able to smooth out the wrinkles.”

      

She also recalled his support for

Orinda’s Sister City program. “We

were able to hold several fundraising

concerts in the Church and Tabor sent

a delegation to Orinda with a crystal

flagon for that congregation. But,

what I did not know then, was Frank

was a great history buff and, as a re-

sult, the City appointed him to the

Orinda Landmark Committee....

Frank almost single-handedly helped

restore the Olde Train Station.”

      

The Baldwins attribute the man-

ner in which they approach challenges

to their families, saying they were both

raised “in a climate of kindness.” 

      

“Both teachers and preachers have

a responsibility to set a tone – in the

classroom and in the congregation,”

said Baldwin. Grace, forgiveness, and

compassion “creep out of the congre-

gation and into the community.”

      

“Kindness does not mean weak-

ness,” agreed Margaret. It is simply

“an attitude of respect” that one

shows toward others even in difficult

situations. It is the standard for how

to behave.

      

The Baldwins spoke of their grat-

itude to the community with Frank

saying he would “like to be remem-

bered as someone who loved this con-

gregation and loved this town.”

Margaret hopes “that a generation of

kids learned to love learning,” and

“loved learning language because of

Madame Baldwin.”

      

Margaret and Frank will be relo-

cating to Portland, where they plan to

spend time getting reacquainted with

the area where they lived 40 years

ago. “Anxious to do some garden-

ing,” Margaret also hopes to become

part of a French-speaking community

there, and is looking forward to hav-

ing time to take walks every day.

      

Frank plans to return to interests

he has deferred over the years. Good

with his hands and tools, he’ll likely

spend time working on the older

house they’re moving into, as well as

indulging his other passion – the

restoration of old British sports cars.

They’ll also spend time with grand-

kids and travel, eventually returning

as tourists to the Bay Area.

      

Asked for a last message for the

community, Baldwin paused for quite

some time before responding. “See

what love can do,” he said. “Love is

a mystery. We often don’t know

where it’s going to lead us. You can

trust it and be glad in it. It will never

let you down.”

      Orinda residents will have one

more chance to express their love to

Frank and Margaret Baldwin. A con-

cert and gala dinner will be held at 4

p.m. Sunday, May 27, at the Orinda

Community Church. For details, visit

orindachurch.org.

For the Good of  the City:
Honoring Frank and
Margaret Baldwin
... continued from page A7

ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

Ann Sharf presents ...

Ann Sharf
Office: (925) 253-2525
Cell: (925) 200-0222
E-mail: ann@annsharf.com
www.annsharf.com
DRE #01156966

This beautifully appointed 3530 square foot four bedroom,

three and a half bath home is was built in 1998. Solidly  built

with expansive public rooms features a chef’s kitchen , master

suite with cozy fireplace , family room off the kitchen perfect

for large family gatherings, two car garage, level lawn, patio off

the family room, second patio

with built in barbecue and

hillside water fountain and

many areas perfect for outdoor entertaining.  Located close to town with top

schools including Glorietta Elementary, Orinda Intermediate and Miramonte

High School.           Offered at $1,350,000

Spacious Beauty with Soaring Ceilings, Level Lawn and Patio with Outdoor Kitchen,
all set on a Tranquil .84 acre Professionally Landscaped Lot.

2 Oak View Terrace, Orinda 

This gated country estate built

in 2001 featuring 4839 square

feet of quality amenities.

With its fully fenced ,

professionally landscaped

property, wonderful floor plan with formal living room, dining

room, gourmet kitchen, large family room, five large

bedrooms, office w/fireplace, four and a half baths, outdoor

patio w/fireplace, beautiful yard with lawn, gardens, pathways,

mature trees and a three car garage with abundant storage,

simply put this one has it all! Situated on a .49 acre lot, adjacent to Briones Regional Park land and walking distance

from Springhill Elementary School, Acalanes HS , just minutes from Hwy. 24 and BART. Top Schools are

Springhill Elementary, Stanley Intermediate and Acalanes High School       Offered at $2,350,000.

Pristine Gated Traditional in Private, Country Setting…
1328 Martino Road, Lafayette

Dramatic 3863 square foot contemporary designed by an award-

winning architect sits on a uniquely private 1.24 acre wooded setting

in exclusive Bear Ridge in Sleepy Hollow.  Mitered windows,

unobstructed views everywhere.  Unequalled indoor/outdoor

excitement with more than 1800 sq ft  decking on 3 levels, spa, 30 ft

water slide, large L-shaped pool  &

creek-like water feature thru the

house.  4 br, 2.5 ba.  You will not

find another house like this one!   

Offered at $1,850,000.

Sophisticated Sleepy Hollow Single Level Home on Tranquil 1.18 Acre Lot.
109 Bear Ridge Trail, Orinda 

Reduced Price! 

BART Solar Project Moving Forward
By Cathy Tyson 

In a brief presentation to the

Lafayette City Council, Bay Area

Rapid Transit (BART) Director Gail

Murray and the manager of BART’s

Energy Division, Frank Schultz, gave

an update on changes to the proposed

solar panel installation slated for the

eastern parking lot section of the

Lafayette BART station.  

      

“BART staff is now completing

project development work,” said

Schultz.  “The next step is to bring the

project to the BART Board for ap-

proval to start construction.  We plan to

do this in the summer.  With Board ap-

proval, the plan is to start installing the

solar canopies in the fall and have the

work completed by the end of 2012.”

      

The last time the pair presented

the work in progress concepts, back

in September of 2011, they received

a lukewarm reception from residents

who were looking for a more attrac-

tive solar panel installation.  

      

The revised design features steel

support beams that will look more

trellis-like, be painted a dark brown

walnut color, with real stone footings

at the base similar to the stone used

on the Veteran’s Memorial Hall and

landscaping.  Schultz noted the

BART district architect listened to the

original feedback and made some

changes.  Parked cars will get to enjoy

the shade of the solar panels, free of

charge. 

      

Looking to put power generation

where the load is, the solar panels will

generate a considerable amount of

electricity – approximately 750 kilo-

watts—that will be able to power the

entire Lafayette station and have more

to share.

      

Schultz reassured that there will

be tree coverage around the perimeter

and construction will be done in

phases for minimum disruption –

with roughly one-third of the parking

lot cordoned off at a time while instal-

lation occurs.  Once complete, during

nighttime hours, energy efficient LED

lighting will illuminate the parking

area.  “It will match the twinkle

lights,” joked a Council Member. 

OFF-WHITE COLOR 

STONE VENEER-
SIMILAR TO VETERAN’s
MEMORIAL HALL 

WALNUT COLOR -
SIMILAR TO LIBRARY 

Image of canopies system provided

JV LUCAS PAVING, INC.
CA LIC#195560



Editor:

Given that there were no arguments

against Measure A in the ballot infor-

mation we received, I was surprised

that it didn't pass. I would love to see

letters from those who voted against

it explaining their reasons. Did they

simply obey the Contra Costa Times

editor who felt that an additional

$18.75 per month was an unreason-

able burden on our homeowners?

Do they, despite all evidence to the

contrary, blindly believe that the

school district wastes its money and

can manage just fine without the over

$6 million it's already lost in state

funding over the last four years (a

30% revenue cut despite many spend-

ing cuts)?

I challenge anyone to demonstrate an-

other school district that has done so

much with so little. I saw a letter in

the Contra Costa Sun complaining

about problems in the Mt. Diablo

school district as a justification for not

supporting MSD's revenue needs.

The writer also suggested cutting the

district's non-existent sub-superinten-

dents from the payroll to save money.

Huh?

Everyone who moves to Moraga,

moves here for our schools. If our

schools go down, home values go

down, and EVERYONE loses. And if

you support our schools but didn't

bother to vote then shame on you!

Mike Bernhardt

Moraga

Editor:

I wouldn't be surprised if the Moraga

School District had to come back in

the next year or two with another tax

proposal. The size of the reduction in

state funding requires it. The pro-

posed parcel tax of $225 a year ($4.33

a week) attracted close to two-thirds

approval but this wasn't bocce ball.

The reason for its failure that I have

heard most often was that the tax

would not expire. Those who held this

view must have believed that the

money might not be needed in the fu-

ture, the chances of which surely must

be close to zero. The State is in even

worse shape than we thought just a

few weeks ago. We need to under-

stand that although we feel we are

sending a lot of tax money up the lad-

der, not enough of it comes back

down to the cities and even less than

before to the schools. This means that

we have to take matters into our own

hands and generate public money that

stays here. One example is the exist-

ing parcel tax for Moraga schools that

passed eight years ago by the

slimmest of margins. It doesn't expire,

which is a good thing because the

need for that money is even greater

now than it was then.

I'm told that the final count shows that

the recent tax proposal lost by only 95

votes, so let us focus on how to turn

around those 95 votes. Perhaps the

School District could propose a tax

that would expire after a certain num-

ber of years. So when do we expect

that our schools won't need the money

anymore? Five years? Hard to be-

lieve. How about 10 or 15? Whatever

the date, I believe that the District

would have to come back to us for a

new tax to replace that one. But if ex-

piration is required to get it passed, I

say go for it.

Most tax proposals in California fail

to climb over the 66.67 percent bar-

rier, which was the intent of Proposi-

tion 13, which didn't get two-thirds

approval itself in 1978. Fortunately,

voters taxed themselves 16 years ear-

lier to create the BART system. It

passed with 61 percent. Where would

we be today without BART? 

Although there is no substitute for ad-

equate public funding of our schools,

there is one thing we can do right now

to ease the pain somewhat. We can

donate money to the Moraga Educa-

tion Foundation. In its most recent re-

port the superintendent of schools

says, "contributions to the MEF from

our parents and community have

helped us preserve staffing levels,

programs, and services for our stu-

dents." The principal of Campolindo

High School says, "Campolindo

would not be the school it is today

without the financial support we get

from the MEF." Contributions to the

MEF are "tax deductible to the full

extent the law allows." Most contrib-

utors are parents, of course, but many

empty-nesters also send money every

year to the MEF. I hope that more

Moragans will consider doing so.

Moraga Education Foundation, P.O.

Box 34, Moraga, CA 94556.

I am not authorized to speak for the

MEF or the School District. They will

learn of my letter only when they read

it in the newspaper. Nor, as a senior

citizen, do I still have children in the

Moraga schools.

Dale Walwark

Moraga

Editor:

Dependency is unhealthy—whether

it is drugs, alcohol or money from

Sacramento.

I was saddened by the recent failure

of Measure A, our parcel tax for our

schools. I don’t know of anyone who

likes taxes, but I feel that it was in our

own self interest to pass the measure.

Granted that not everyone may  be

motivated by the altruistic idea that

we owe our children and grandchil-

dren the best education possible so

that we do not become a third

world country.  But the fact that the

premium value of our houses --

perhaps our single most valuable

investment – is well established as

a function of our outstanding

school system is reason enough

alone to vote for Measure A.

But there is a bigger picture here,

whether it be roads or schools!!  For

too long we have sent our money off

to Sacramento, given them grossly

undeserved credit for knowing how to

manage it and anticipated that they

would return a reasonable and fair

amount to us to meet our reasonable

financial needs.

That dependency is killing us!!  Year

after year they keep more and return

less with the end result of financially

strangling our schools and municipal-

ities. And there is no end in sight!

It seems to me that, like it or not, to

protect ourselves and preserve our

schools and communities we have

no choice but to pass these local

taxes because the money stays

HERE and Sacramento can’t take it

away from us!

Remember when we were a lot

younger – like maybe high school –

and looked forward to being inde-

pendent and calling our own shots?

We’re older now, but let’s rekindle

that “independent fire” and as a com-

munity vote for the financial means to

become independent.  I think we

would all feel better and I think we

would be the better off for it!

Robert Foxall

Moraga

Editor:

The horrible roads of Orinda can be

fixed without raising the city's sales

tax.

The Lamorinda Weekly (May 9) re-

ported that the Orinda City Council

received, at its May 1 meeting, in-

formation about a sales-tax hike.

A higher Orinda sales tax -- a tax

that could go from the current 8.25

percent to 8.75 percent or even 9.25

percent -- would drive shoppers to

other locations such as Moraga,

Lafayette, or Walnut Creek.  If

business slumps in Orinda, jobs in

Orinda would be lost.

Specifically, a higher sales tax in

Orinda would be bad for the follow-

ing Orinda businesses:  the Safeway;

Orinda Motors; all restaurants; and all

gasoline stations.

The best way to pay for road repair is

for the Orinda City Council to ask

voters for a parcel-tax hike of no more

than $80 per year.  The January 2012

survey of Orinda voters showed that

69 percent of Orindans would be

"very willing" or "somewhat willing"

to pay $80 per year.  The figure of 69

percent is greater than the 67 percent

threshold need to pass a parcel tax.

The survey was conducted by the

FM3 company in Oakland.

An advantage of a parcel tax is that

this kind of tax -- unlike a sales tax --

is deductible from one's income tax.

Orinda would have more money for

roads if the city cut its budget.  The

budget, which is approximately $10

million per year, could be reduced 10

percent, freeing up an extra $1 million

annually for road repair.  A good way

to begin budget cutting would be to

eliminate Orinda's Planning De-

partment which, according to the

January 2012 voter survey, has a

"strong approval" rating of eight

percent.  By contrast, the Orinda

Library has a "strong approval" rat-

ing of 76 percent.

Orindans should consider a parcel-tax

increase.  Limiting the increase to two

years would give residents a chance

to see how well Orinda conducted its

road-repair work.  If Orinda did a

good job, then the city could ask vot-

ers for another tax hike at a later time.

Richard Colman     

Orinda

Editor:

This Lafayette resident will not be

voting for Candace Anderson for

County Supervisor solely because of

her campaign blight. Her election sig-

nage is the worst saturation I have

ever seen. Not only are her signs on

every vacant piece of land in

Lafayette, they are often placed one-

two-three just ten or twenty feet apart

on a larger parcel, as if the driver or

pedestrian could possibly miss just

one. Should the driver attempt relief

with a turn the head, it is only to en-

counter still more signs across the

street. This saturation is an insult to

the observational powers of citizens

as well as a telling glimpse of candi-

date ego. The only way to combat

such saturation is when casting a vote.

Karen Thomas

Lafayette 
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Editor: 

The issue of off-leash dogs at Rancho Laguna Park has been

brewing for many years, consuming town staff time and di-

viding the community. At its March 14th meeting the Town

Council voted 3-2 to discontinue off-leash hours at Rancho

Laguna except in a Council designated fenced area at Rancho

Laguna or some other town park. Two weeks later, at its March

28th meeting, the Council agreed to postpone the ban for 42

days to give the community time to propose a compromise

plan that would consider all user groups and be acceptable to

a broad spectrum of the community. During this discussion,

Council members indicated they would seriously consider a

plan developed by Lamorinda Dogs known as “Option C.” 

      A Committee was formed of 15 people who either volun-

teered or were recommended by the Town Manager. The

members represented a cross- section of Moraga park users:

dog owners, non-dog owners, youth sports, scouting, park

neighbors, equestrians, walkers, the disabled, parents, children

and seniors. The undersigned all served on the Committee. 

      The Committee met three times. We discussed all possible

areas on Town property for a fenced dog park and evaluated

them in terms of cost, size, usage conflict, parking, availability

of water, safety issues, ADA accessibility and time needed to

develop. We concluded that the only viable options were Ran-

cho Laguna and the Back 40 at the Moraga Commons. Al-

though two members favored the Back 40 area, most

concluded that it was not suitable for many reasons, chiefly

cost, time to develop, lack of water on site, disturbance to

neighbors and lack of parking. 

      Our discussion then focused on an actual plan for a fenced

dog area in Rancho Laguna. We discussed all potential users

including picnickers, scouts, soccer and other sports, walkers

and people with dogs. Most members agreed that Option C

would provide an appealing off-leash dog area, more than ad-

equately accommodate all other current users of Rancho La-

guna and encourage use by people who may have been dis-

couraged from using the park in the past because of dogs. 

      Thirteen of the 15 Committee members agreed to propose

Option C to the Town Council. Two members could not sup-

port the proposal and filed dissenting reports. One of those

members, Jon Chambers, whose wife serves on the East Bay

Eclipse Soccer Club Board, submitted a dissent to the Town

Council which included two of his own plans, each providing

for a very small off-leash area and lawn space for a dedicated

full-size soccer field which is drawn as part of the plan. 

      When we reviewed the Council agenda packet before the

May 9th meeting, we were very surprised to see that the Com-

mittee proposal was only one of four plans (two proposed by

Mr. Chambers) to be considered by the Council. The other

three plans significantly reduced the size of the dog area in

order to accommodate a full-size soccer field. None of these

plans was ever brought to the Committee for review or con-

sideration. We were also surprised to see letters submitted to

the Council in the three days prior to the meeting from East

Bay Eclipse Soccer Club, EuroSoccer Camps, Lamorinda

Soccer Club, MOL Football League, and LMYA, all endorsing

a design at Rancho Laguna that allows for a full sized sports

field. Committee members and many other members of the

public spoke in support of Plan C at the meeting, but the Town

Council chose to all but ignore the Committee’s proposal; the

only proposals given serious consideration were the two sub-

mitted by Mr. Chambers. 

      We participated on this Committee in good faith. Most of

us prefer to keep Rancho Laguna as it is with a few daily hours

for off leash activities and the entire park being available the

majority of the day for all other users. But we supported Option

C because the Council directed the Committee to come up with

a compromise that was acceptable to the off-leash community

and would accommodate other users. When we were asked to

balance the interests of all potential users of Rancho Laguna,

we had no idea that we were supposed to be considering for-

profit soccer clubs that wish to turn Rancho Laguna into a full-

time soccer field. We cannot help but feel that some members

of the Town Council had an agenda that was not disclosed to

us and never intended to consider any proposal without room

for a soccer field. 

      The Council had stated unequivocally on March 28th that

they wanted this issue to be resolved and directed the Com-

mittee to be formed with that goal, every one of the Council

members stating in some fashion that they would support Op-

tion C if it would mean the end of this dispute. Curiously, on

May 9th they were no longer interested. We came so close to

being a united community again. We could have all worked

together in June to install the new play equipment, create a us-

able and inviting off-leash area and make Rancho Laguna a

true community park. Instead Rancho Laguna will become a

dedicated soccer field, many long-time off-leash users will be

completely deprived of their only opportunity to exercise and

socialize while with their dogs and the divisiveness will con-

tinue, making it difficult for the Council to most effectively

address other important matters. 

Cherie Grant, Committee Chair, Moraga

Dick Ayers, Committee Co-Chair, Moraga 

Trish Bare, Committee Member, Moraga 

Tina Brier, Committee Member, Moraga 

Ed McCauley, Committee Member, Moraga 

Jeanne Moreau, Committee Member, Moraga 

Blair Newel, Committee Member, Lafayette 

Larry Tessler, Committee Member, Moraga

Kate Sullivan, Committee Member, Moraga

Dexter Louie, MD, Committee Member, Moraga

Public Forum JOIN IT

                                                       Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
                              express views of the writer and  not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the 
                              writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, 
                              the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). 
                              Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.       
                              email:   letters@lamorindaweekly.com;  Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Join our Public Forum
If you have significant knowledge about an
issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that
requires more than the 350 words to which we
must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair!
You can submit your letter to our Public Forum
section.  Just send your letter to
letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let 
us know you’d like to be considered for the 
Public Forum. 

Lois May Higgs Phelps 
Lois May Higgs Phelps, a resident

of Moraga, died in Redding,

Connecticut surrounded by her family

on April 29, 2012.  Lois was born in

Sacramento, California on May 21,

1927.  She attended Sacramento High

School where she met her life-long

sweetheart and husband, Pharo Alfred

Phelps, “PAP”. 

Lois graduated from San Jose State

University in 1950 in Library Science

and John F. Kennedy University in

1982 with a Masters in Career

Counseling.  She was a mother, librarian, credentialed teacher,

and board certified career counselor, with extensive volunteer

work at The Wellness Community and the Moraga library.

       Lois is survived by 3 children and their spouses: Andrew &

Barbara Phelps of Santiago, Chile, John & Rachel Phelps of Los

Altos, California, and Dr. Jennifer Phelps & Dr. Frank Hermantin

of Redding, Connecticut; 9 grandchildren: Dr. Edward Phelps,

Michael, Marina, Sonnet, Hannah, Isabella, Olivia, Sebastian and

Pharo Thomas; and sister Betty Gene Higgs Muck of La Jolla,

CA.  She was predeceased by her husband Dr. Pharo Alfred in

2004 and eldest son, Pharo Thomas in 1999. 

       The family will hold a memorial service and inurnment

alongside PAP at the US Naval Academy, and suggests memorial

contributions be made in her name to The Cancer Support

Community 3276 McNutt Ave. Walnut Creek, CA 94597.

May 21, 1927 – 

April 29, 2012



Once a year, the Contra Costa County

Board of Supervisors and the Alcohol

and Other Drugs Advisory Board acknowledges

both volunteers and non-volunteer individuals

and groups.  This year, Detective Berch Parker

of the Lafayette Police Department won the

2012 People Who Make A Difference Award in

the Non-Volunteer Individual category in Su-

pervisor Gayle B. Uilkema’s District II.   

      

“Be aware, be present, and make your house

a place where your kids and their friends will

want to hang out, and model good behavior.”

This is the advice that Youth Diversion Officer

Parker recommends to the parents of Lafayette.

Parker conducts pre-

sentations to classes,

parents and local

groups addressing the

consequences of drugs

and alcohol.  He has

guided students over

the years, by helping

them make better

choices.   

Last May, he pre-

sented to the Emer-

gency Preparedness

Commission regarding

“Threat Assessment in

Schools; Managing

Threatening Situations

& Creating a Safe

School Climate.”  He is both a role model and a

teacher who has developed strong relationships

with the students, parents, and the schools while

making valuable contributions to the community.

      

Carol Ashford, an Acalanes High School

administrator said, “If we had an award, we

would give it to him. He’s part of the school.”

      

The mission of the Alcohol and Other Drugs

Advisory Board is to assess family and commu-

nity needs regarding treatment and prevention

of alcohol and drug abuse problems. Findings

and recommendations are reported to Contra

Costa Health Services, the Board of Supervi-

sors, and the communities served.
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with

the subject header In Service to the Community.

Community Service

Individual coaching & group classes with TV & Radio
Veteran Host/Producer, Cynthia Brian. 

From concept to on-air for ages 13 and up.

925-377-STAR or email 
Cynthia@StarStyleRadio.com
www.StarStyleRadio.com (click on Coaching/Classes)

Be the STAR of your industry!

Want to Host your own
Radio Program? 

GRADES K-12  •  PRE-ALGEBRA  •  ALGEBRA 1 & 2  •  GEOMETRY • P

Summer
Session
Enrolling
Now!

D

B
 
W
a
S
a

Must present coupon. New students only.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense

GRADES K-12 • PRE-ALGEBRA • ALGEBRA 1 & 2 • GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Lafayette Girl Scout Volunteers,
Leaders Honored
Submitted by Chrissa Harley Ventrelle

Photo provided

Lafayette Girl Scout volunteers and leaders

were honored for dedicating themselves to

building girls of courage, confidence and char-

acter during Girl Scout Volunteer Week April

16-22, which includes Leader Appreciation Day

April 22. Each volunteer and leader gives self-

lessly of her or his time to make Girl Scouting a

meaningful and fun learning experience for

girls. Thanks to the 2012 Outstanding Leader

Awards recipients, from left: Suzy Pak, Lisa

Sangninet, Nancy Wallace, Jennifer Donat,

Trina Audley, Jenn Stedman, Molly Wendt and

Susie DeCarlo (not pictured) and to the 2012

Outstanding Volunteer Awards recipients (not

pictured):  Michelle Carmon, Janene Goodman

and Marguerite Brackett.

Lafayette Detective Awarded for Edu-
cating Youth about Alcohol and Drugs
Submitted by Carol Yates

Detective Berch Parker (center) smiles with Cathy Surges-Moscato,
Community Service Officer (left) and Sergeant Howard Shiells (right)
of the Lafayette Police Department.  Photo Carol Yates

AAUW Awards Scholarships to 10
Outstanding Local Young Women 
Submitted by Sandy Fox-Sohner

Top row, scholarship winners and keynote speaker, from left: Carlyn Wright, Annie Ye, Dr. Margaret
Race, Samya Faiq, Elizabeth Sandoval-Torres; front row, Tech Trek winners: Anna Fields, Caroline
Sernett, Audrey Concepcion, Maya Ramesh, Morgan Rogers, Cara Wolfe Photo provided

It is the mission of the American Association

of University Women (AAUW) to break

down barriers for women and girls by promot-

ing education and supporting their personal and

professional growth.  On April 22, the Orinda-

Moraga-Lafayette (OML) branch of AAUW

gathered with members, parents, and friends to

award 10 remarkable young women from Lam-

orinda schools with Tech Trek camp scholar-

ships or college scholarships. 

      

Tech Trek is a week-long summer camp

where girls are inspired to consider careers in

science, technology, engineering, or math: the

STEM fields.  Tech Trek’s specific mission is to

break down the barriers that prevent women

from entering STEM professions.  A recent

study conducted by AAUW, “Why So Few,”

documents the much smaller percentage of

women in science and math careers as com-

pared to men. 

      

The OML AAUW branch has provided a

total of 47 scholarships to Tech Trek camp for

local seventh-grade girls in the past 15 years.

This year, six Lamorinda girls will be attending

the Grace Hopper Tech Trek camp at Stanford

University.  Each Tech Trek scholarship winner

was presented with a certificate, a book high-

lighting ingenious inventions by women, and an

AAUW journal to take to camp to record their

experience.  

      

The Tech Trek scholarship winners for 2012

are Anna Fields and Caroline Sernett (Orinda

Intermediate School), Audrey Concepcion and

Maya Ramesh (Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School), and Morgan Rogers and Cara Wolfe

(Stanley Intermediate School).  These girls are

outstanding students with a passion for science

and math.  Each girl read their application essay

at the ceremony, indicating their wide range of

career goals, including neurology, medicine,

marine biology, rain forest protection, coral reef

research and protection, astronomy, math, archi-

tecture, computer animation, and engineering

design.  

      

The four college scholarship winners for

2012 are Carlyn Wright (Miramonte High

School), Annie Ye (Campolindo High School),

Samya Faiq (Acalanes High School), and  Eliz-

abeth Sandoval-Torres from Saint Mary’s Col-

lege.  All of the scholarship winners were

awarded with certificates and flowers, and each

gave a presentation regarding their incredible

community service and career goals.

      

Margaret Race, Ph.D., gave the keynote

presentation for the awards ceremony, entitled

"From Mudflats to Mars: A Personal Odyssey."

Race is an ecologist who works with NASA and

the SETI institute, where she focuses on astro-

biology, searches for extraterrestrial life, and sci-

ence policy issues.  She chose this presentation

topic, she says, “Because my career path has

taken many turns.  The career I am in now did

not exist when I finished my degree.  It has been

a true odyssey, from marine biology to the solar

system.”

      

Race specializes in planetary protection—

how to plan robotic and human missions in

ways that ensure environmental protection of

both the Earth and locations in outer space.   

      

Knowing that microbes can survive the

harsh environment of space, the ecologist

stresses the importance of planetary protection,

asking what precautions we need to take for fu-

ture missions to other planets—and how to pre-

pare for missions that will return to Earth with

samples from other worlds.  Race has offered to

work with the OML AAUW Tech Trek commit-

tee in the coming year.

      

Anyone interested in supporting the

AAUW-OML Tech Trek and Scholarship pro-

grams, or joining AAUW, may obtain more in-

formation by visiting www.aauwoml.org.

Springhill Elementary to Build
New Track
Submitted by Jean Follmer

After nearly a decade of periodic discus-

sions, the Lafayette School District Gov-

erning Board recently voted in favor of building

a new track at Springhill Elementary School.

The track is scheduled to be constructed this

summer and will be named in honor of recently

retired Principal Bruce Wodhams.

      

The Lafayette Community Foundation

(LCF) recently awarded a $5,000 grant to

Springhill to help fund the cost of the new track.

The Springhill Parent Faculty Club and pro-

ceeds from a Bruce Wodhams CD sale will fund

the balance.  A ribbon cutting ceremony is an-

ticipated at the start of the 2012/13 school year.

      

"LCF is excited to be a small part of helping

the Springhill community build the Principal

Bruce Wodhams Running Track," said Teresa

Gerringer, Lafayette Community Foundation

president.  “The project will benefit students for

years to come and is a perfect fit for LCF's mis-

sion to enhance lives, culture and community.

Thank you to the Springhill community for the

opportunity to be a partner in this exciting proj-

ect.”

Lafayette Community Foundation awards $5,000 grant to the Springhill Parent Faculty Club in support
of the new Principal Bruce Wodhams Running Track. From left:  Springhill Principal Heather Duncan,
Student Council Sports Chair Lily O'Toole, Student Council Sports Chair Chris Rogers, Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation President Teresa Gerringer, Springhill Parent Faculty Club President Amy Orear,
Springhill Parent Faculty Club Legislative Representative and Facilities Champion Andi Rich, Springhill
Grants Chair April Raffel . Photo provided

Three Local Schools Help Charity
Give Much-Needed Garments to Teens
Clothing drives wrapped up at Bentley

School, Acalanes and Miramonte High

Schools recently, with more than 400 gently-

used garments donated by students to the local

homegrown charity, 1 Closet.  Founder Laura

Graham, 15, who started the charitable organi-

zation with her mom, Sue, in 2011 said the re-

sponse from all the teenagers has been positive.

What she has explained to the students involved

in giving is how beneficial the donations have

been to teens in need.  “Laura found out that

having clothing that makes a teen feel good has

a strong influence on them attending school,”

said Graham’s mother, Sue.  “They want to fit-

in.” To date, Graham has collected, boxed and

distributed more than 3,000 garments for low

income teens in the East Bay to organizations

including Boys and Girls Clubs in Oakland and

Richmond, and to Alameda Foster Care.

J. Wake
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Civic News 
Moraga

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: 
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

1 (877) 50-GET CARE 
61 Moraga Way, Suite 9
Orinda, CA 94563

 
Fax:  (888) 401-7847
info@careindeed.com

“Thank you. We very much 
appreciate the high quality 
of care for Scott that the 
“Night Team” provides. 
We sleep well, knowing he 
is well cared for while he 
dreams. All the best.”
- Nancy & family

“Your wonderful caregivers 
were terrific! I couldn’t have 
gotten through all my doctor’s 
appointments without them. 
I was impressed that we could 
get such high-quality help at 
the last minute. You run  
a great service.” 
- Dorothy J. Ph.D. Dorothy J. Ph.D.

Our qualified caregivers help ease the burden of 
caring for loved ones.  We provide customized 
solutions to meet their individual needs:

• Assistance with bathing, dressing & grooming
• Transportation to & from appointments
• Hospital sitting & companionship
• Running errands & shopping
• Exercise & physical activities
• Medication supervision
• Dementia & Alzheimer's care
• Light housekeeping
• Meal preparation
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We’re here to  
help 24/7 - for anyone 

requiring short or long 
term care assistance
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CALL for  
FREE Nurse  
Assessment 

Let us help your loved ones 
retain their pride, dignity 

and independence with our 
full-service home care.

(925) 317-3080

Tel: (925) 317-3080

First Month of Live-in

www.homecareorinda.com

      

Two members of the Committee

recommended that a smaller area be

dedicated to off-leash hours. One of

them, John Chambers, noted, “The

American Kennel Club says that you

can have an ideal dog park if you have

1 acre.”  

      

Resident Bob Reynolds also sup-

ported a smaller dog park. “I like

dogs, I want to have a dog park in

Moraga, but I am not convinced that

taking a large chunk of the only public

flat land we have is the solution,” he

said. 

      

The three Council members who

voted to end off-leash hours also sup-

ported a plan for a smaller dog park

(D2).  “I have never been in favor of

cutting this park in half and that is

what C does,” said Mendonca. “D1

and D2 are almost the same, D2 pro-

tects the picnic tables better and I like

that.”  Harpham and Chew agreed.

After trying to leave the door open for

both C and D2 to be studied simulta-

neously, Metcalf joined the majority

and Plan D2 passed on a 4-1 vote;

Trotter opposed.

      

Committee chair Cherie Grant,

who is not a dog owner, indicated that

she was disappointed that the plan

recommended by the Committee was

not approved by the Town. “The

Committee’s plan took the needs of

all users into consideration,” she said.

      

Lamorinda Dogs’ Jeanne

Moreau, who also served on the

Committee, later described Plan D2

as "an incredibly more costly plan

than C, because it will require the

whole reconfiguration of the park.”

Moreau continued, “The majority

plan was not approved by the Coun-

cil, and now they want us to finance

another, more expensive, configura-

tion that shows less consideration for

different types of park users.”

      

The total cost of implementing

Plan D2 has not been calculated.  In

addition to fencing, it entails adding

pathways, doors, turf and irrigation,

and moving picnic tables. The Town

will pay up to $25,000 to fund the re-

quired environmental reporting.  As

for the rest of the cost, Metcalf stated

that the first priority in Moraga is the

roads and that he didn’t see the Town

spending money for a dog park.

      
A letter from several members of

the Committee appears in Public
Forum, page A9.

The Dog Days are Over
... continued from page A4

According to Rein, Orinda’s has no

direct affiliation with city govern-

ment, reflecting FEMA’s definition

of a council.  “They meet at some-

body’s house and talk about things

they are involved with such as neigh-

borhood watch, schools and group

preparedness.  They spread the word

about what they do and get support.”

      

Lafayette has an official city

commission with a budget. It falls

under the Brown Act, which creates

some boundaries and formalities. 

      

The plan is for the Moraga coun-

cil to be similar to Orinda’s, with the

sharing of ideas among all people in-

volved and interested in emergency

preparedness.  The group will meet

once a month.  “This would create

the connective tissue between the

neighborhoods and the official peo-

ple,” said Goodwin, who has long

held the belief that a town’s official

plan is not enough. 

      

Linda and Gary Borelli talked

about the difficulty they’ve found in

recruiting volunteer neighborhood

captains to help organize orderly re-

sponse at the neighborhood level.

“People need to know if they should

check on an elderly neighbor; every-

one should know where to turn off

their neighbors’ gas valves in case of

an earthquake; and what to say to

kids who might be home alone with

a baby sitter,” said Borelli.  

      

More than 100 Orinda neighbor-

hoods are organized; in Moraga

there are only about two dozen such

neighborhood groups.  

      

The next meeting of the Moraga

Citizens Corps Council is at 7 p.m.

on June 12, at the Hacienda de las

Flores.  One of the agenda items will

be the October Lamorinda Shake-

Out where the 3 communities will

practice emergency response to a

disaster scenario. Anyone interested

in the Citizen Corps is invited.  For

more information, email Dennis

Rein at drein@mofd.org.

Moraga Citizen Corps Council Revived
... continued from page A5

      

The first concern was the high

density of the project that does not af-

ford any common space for its resi-

dents. “The setting is too dense,” said

Planning Commission chair Stacia

Levenfeld. “Without sidewalks or

common space, there is no place for

kids to play.” 

      

“Parking is also problematic,

there is not enough guest parking,”

added Planning Commissioner Chris-

tine Kuckuk.  

      

There was generally agreement

nonetheless that higher density hous-

ing at this location, which is near tran-

sit and shopping, was a good idea. 

      

The visual impact of homes that

are similar in appearance and closely

set was also of concern because it

could create a ‘wall effect’ and limit

the view of the hills.  “The limited va-

riety would not be welcome along the

scenic corridor,” said Planning Com-

mission vice chair Dick Socolich.

“The scenic corridor is the heart of

our community.”

      

During public comments, resident

Dale Walwark summed up the ques-

tions raised by this piece of property.

“This is challenging piece of dirt,” he

said. “It should be commercial but

there is no need for more commercial

development in Moraga. If you ap-

prove any housing there, don’t do it

without a solution for pedestrian

crossing, including at night.”

      

The documents prepared by

Town staff included a report by traffic

consultant Fehr and Peers that made

proposals regarding pedestrian cross-

ing, which they consider to be the big-

ger challenge posed by this project,

from a traffic point of view.  The pro-

posals ranged from pedestrian acti-

vated lights to beacons allowing safe

passage from the development to the

Rheem Center.

      

Among the elements that com-

missioners suggested the developer

take into account were the quality of

life for the people who will live in the

development, the perspective of Mor-

aga residents driving by, including

keeping ridge lines visible, and pedes-

trian friendliness within the project it-

self.

      

The developer indicated that it

would take the recommendations into

account and was looking forward to

continue to work with the Town.

Old Bowling Alley Site Still a Challenging
Piece of  Dirt
... continued from page A5

Lafayette Partners in Education would like to thank our 
2011-2012 Business Sponsors
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Platinum Sponsors

Please contact LPIE if you would like to become a Business Sponsor  

LAFAYETTE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION     925-299-1644     office@lafayettepartners.org      www.lafayettepartners.org

Silver Sponsors
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured

Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation
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One of the more memorable cards

was from retired General Eric Shin-

seki, head of the U.S. Department of

Veterans Affairs and former Army

chief of staff, who took the time to

hand write a thank you and greeting

to Nelson.

      

The humble birthday senior citi-

zen was thrilled with the effort; he

was truly overwhelmed by the out-

pouring of good wishes.  

      

Born in Sioux Falls, South

Dakota in 1922, back when Warren

G. Harding was president and a gal-

lon of gasoline cost just 22 cents per

gallon, Nelson has seen mind bog-

gling changes in the world during his

lifetime.  When he was two years old,

the family moved to Redlands, Cali-

fornia for his father’s job, serving on

the faculty, and later as the Dean of

Humanities, for Redlands College –

now University of Redlands. 

      

Nelson was lucky enough to get

a college deferment for the early

years of World War II – but was ulti-

mately inducted and as he describes

it enjoyed a “walking tour of Italy.”

In Anzio, Italy Nelson “got a little too

close to a grenade, and got a free trip

back to the U.S.” earning a Purple

Heart in the process.  His injuries

were quite severe and he ended up

spending 18 months in rehabilitation.

Following the war years, he com-

pleted his education at Stanford, gar-

nering two degrees, one in sociology

and one in psychology. 

      

After graduating, he worked for

the East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-

trict in the personnel and human re-

sources departments for 18 years, and

then moved to a position with the

City of Concord for 24 years, ending

his career as Director of Administra-

tion and Labor Relations.

      

He had no idea when he pur-

chased his home back in 1950, sur-

rounded by orchards at the time, that

he and then new wife Liz would

spend the next 62 years, and count-

ing, in Lafayette. The Nelson family,

like many others, bought a new rea-

sonably-priced house, raised their

children there and never left.  Son

Chris Nelson hasn’t gone far – he

now lives in Concord.  Daughter

Debbie Nelson lives in Porterville,

south of Fresno.  Four generations

came together on Mother’s Day to

celebrate Nelson’s birthday as well as

all the moms in the family.   

     

For three decades during his

free time, Nelson was chairman of

the Laf-Frantics, a theater group

many old timers remember for its

hilarious melodramas that raised

funds for civic projects.  As a thank

you for his contributions, the City

of Lafayette named him Man of the

Year in 1957.  He has many happy

memories of the fun-loving group

and lately has been busy putting to-

gether documentation of their pro-

ductions for the Lafayette

Historical Society.  Some of the ti-

tles include “Hiss and Hearse,” and

as a spoof of the then popular

Camelot, “Camelittle.”  Although

the final curtain went down on the

group in 1986, the cast and crew

members still get together for an

annual Christmas party.

     

Still active in his retirement,

Nelson enjoys photography and is

a member of the Diablo Valley

Camera Club, receiving many

awards over the years.  Lately he’s

been busy travelling with his son

Chris – returning to the battlefields

of Italy, taking cruises down the

Rhine and Danube rivers, and par-

ticipating in photography-based

cruises in Tahiti and the Marquesas.

Daughter Debbie steps in to take

care of Liz, who’s unable to travel.  

     Nelson attributes his long life to

simply keeping busy. No question

– mission accomplished.   

Card Bonanza for WWII Vet’s 90th Birthday
... continued from page A1

Theron and Liz Nelson on their wedding day Photo Mei Sun Li

Pamela Gilchrist Halloran
Real Estate Broker
925.323.4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com
PamelaHalloran.com

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 Orinda, CA 94563  |  p 925.258.0090  |  f 925.258.0093  |  www.PacUnion.com
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Pamela has been a Lafayette resident for many years. Having had her start in a small real estate company in Oakland, 
she has been listing and selling real estate in the LaMorinda and surrounding areas since 1987. Pamela holds a Brokers 
License and a Bachelors Degree in Business Management from St. Marys College in Moraga.
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marketing homes worldwide.

A Member Of Real Living

Pamela Halloran Joins Pacific Union International

verynicepools.com
925-283-5180very

nice
pools

We do the work. You get to play.
Maintenance  •  Repair  •  Build 

Established 1977 in Lafayette, California.
Serving the entire Contra Costa County

area and beyond.
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Just one mile from civilization,

Lafayette Reservoir is ideal

for hiking, jogging, fishing, boat-

ing and picnicking. Turns out it’s

good for goats, too.  But the re-

cently sighted goats, 600 in all,

weren’t out for a stroll in the park;

they were working to clear the

rim trail of scrub brush and elim-

inate wildfire fuel.  

     

Orindans Terri Oyarzun, her

husband Egon and their son

Zephyr own Goats R Us, a goat

grazing-for-hire business formed

in 1995.  The family keeps rescue

goats and goats of mixed parent-

age forming what Oyarzun calls

“a nice blended community.” 

     

They originally planned to

offer grazing services to property

owners along the Berkeley Hills,

but they ended up serving more

commercial and public proper-

ties.  About 15 years ago the goats

cleared brush on Mills College

acreage.  That job earned a goat

named “Cookie” an International

Brotherhood of Teamsters shop

jacket and a moment of fame on

TV’s Comedy Central.  

     

“Goats are a fireman’s best

friend,” says Oyarzun. They are

even considered a tool in Califor-

nia’s fire mitigation kit. Moraga-

Orinda Fire District Emergency

Coordinator Dennis Rein says

Oakland and El Cerrito use goats

to clear away vegetation, as does

East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-

trict.  

     

Although the Oyarzuns’ herds

are friendly, it’s best to admire the

goats from a distance. “They’re

not a petting zoo,” she says.  Be-

sides, they’re corralled behind a

portable electric fence.  They did

manage to jump a fence once and

enjoy a moment of “the grass is

always greener on the other side”

in an Orinda resident’s back yard.

The homeowners, who had just

moved into the house, took the in-

vasion good naturedly and the

goats were eventually persuaded

to return to their work site. As for

retirement, the Goats R Us web-

site (www.goatsrus.com) prom-

ises “when a goat’s ‘golden years’

approach, their scope of work is

kept local, and they’re allowed to

roam the [Oyarzuns’] hillside

ranch.”   Nice work, if you can

get it.  Not baaaaad at all.

     

For more on goats as a fire

prevention assets read:

http://www.firescience.gov/pro-

j e c t s / b r i e f s / 9 9 - 1 - 3 -

02_FSBrief34.pdf

By Cathy Dausman

Photos Rosylyn Stenzel

Mike Rose proudly announces

the opening of our 

Lafayette Location…!!!

Mike’s Auto Body 

3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549

(925) 283-5600

Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies…

2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations

www.mautobody.com

RE‐COMMIT
To Your Health

WE HAVE!
And We’re Here to Help You!

Fitness   Yoga   Pilates   Personal Traning

OPEN NOW
N E W 

FUNCTIONAL TRAINING STUDIO
With TRX Suspension Training & More +

NEW Pilates Reformer Program

Integral Fitness

Fitness Special
3 Months 

Adults $190    Students $115    Couples $280

23a Orinda Way, Orinda     
254 6877

informaorinda.com

SHORT SALE MADE EASY FOR HOME OWNERS

There is Better Solution 

to Just Walking Away

Rodney Lal
DRE Lic# 01038287

Broker/Realtor 
Residing in Orinda

• Are you Having Financial Hardship
in Making your House Payments? *

• Would you Like to Sell Your Home
and Not go through Foreclosure? *

For All your Real Estate Needs & Short Sale Information 
Call 925-366-8077 or email me at RodneyLal@Yahoo.com

*If Answer to both is YES, then We can HELP you Package your Short Sale

and Negotiate with your Lender and get your Home Sold in a Short Time.

Short Sale ¢A home that is listed for sale at a price lower than 
the amount owed on the mortgage

*Sellers are advised to first consult with legal and tax counsel regarding the decisions to seek a Short sale.
An independently owned and operated member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Not affiliated with Prudential. Prudential marks used under license.

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority

925-521-1380
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

Do business 

with a neighbor.

Manufacturer’s Rebate - 
up to $1200 Off

*

* Offer exp. June 15



Long-time Lafayette resi-

dent Mary Riggio cele-

brated her 100th birthday May

12 at a senior residence in Wal-

nut Creek.  Riggio emigrated

from Italy to the Bay Area 80

years ago and lived at her home

in central Lafayette for more

than 40 years.  In her younger

days, she was a seamstress,

gardener and avid cook – she

was especially known for her

Christmas cookies that were a

work of art as well as delicious.

In her early senior years, she

was a member of the Lafayette

senior group and enjoyed trav-

eling.  Family gatherings in-

clude four great-grandchildren,

four grandchildren, her two

sons Danny and Vito, and their

wives Barbara and Shirley. 

California Shakespeare Theatre is

smashing.  From a record-bust-

ing $173,000 raised for a single youth

program in a live auction at the annual

fundraiser in March to Paul “Buddy”

Warner, the new board president who

has not missed a production since Cal

Shakes moved to Orinda in 1991, to

solid ticket sales in the wake of a flag-

ship renovation to the Bruns Am-

phitheater, the 2012 season is already

knocking down and exceeding expec-

tations.

      

“We're also excited to be hosting

our largest sculpture exhibit yet,” says

Susie Falk, Managing Director. “This

year's Works in Nature exhibit, co-cu-

rated by board member Sharon Simp-

son and artist John Toki, includes 16

pieces, all in ceramic.”

      

First up on the mainstage is The
Tempest, and for this, Cal Shakes has

bundled the too-many-to-list talents

of Artistic Director Jonathan

Moscone, Choreographer Erika

Chong Shuch, television’s Michael

Winters, Set Designer Emily Greene,

and a dancing, story-telling cast in-

cluding Cal Shakes regulars, James

Carpenter, Catherine Castellanos and

Nicholas Pelczar. 

      

Spunk, George C. Wolfe’s adap-

tation of three vignettes by Zora

Neale Hurston, is the season’s second

presentation. The play has inspired

Cal Shakes’ Triangle Lab—a collab-

orative program with Intersection for

the Arts—to invite everyday citizens

to tell their stories and definitions of

“home” in Imagine Oakland, a series

of online and in person “experi-

ments.”

      

The work of Noël Coward scares

up the dead with Blithe Spirit, di-

rected by A.C.T. Associate Artistic

Director Mark Rucker, beginning Au-

gust 8.

      

The chilliest spot in the outdoor

theater season is reserved for Hamlet,

returning to Cal Shakes for the first

time since 2000. Director Liesl

Tommy, whose Ruined in 2010 at

Berkeley Rep was anything but ru-

inous to the organizations’ ticket sales,

will bring the season to a ground-

shaking finale. Chills from the Shake-

spearean thrills—or from the weather,

which sometimes calls for down jack-

ets by Act II—can always be relieved

by renting a soft, fleecy-green Cal

Shakes blanket.

      

Falk says her favorite Cal Shakes

tradition is quickly becoming sharing

the theater—and Classic Catering’s

chili—with her seven-year old daugh-

ter.  “Last summer was her first sum-

mer being old enough to watch an

entire play at night,” she recalls. “Her

father was the lighting designer, so

she refused to watch a matinee and

miss 'daddy's lights.'”

      

As with all of the Cal Shakes pro-

ductions, bonus special events

abound. 

      

Inside Scoop, held a few weeks

before each play’s opening night,

serves up ice cream and Peet’s coffee

in a 60-minute free-for-all with each

play’s director, several members of

the cast, and Cal Shakes’ incompara-

ble dramaturg, Philippa Kelly. There’s

no charge, except in the energized de-

livery of the presentations—it’s a

great way to glimpse the backstage

machinations involved in the produc-

tions.

      

Grove Talks, also free, occur 45

minutes before each curtain. Sur-

rounded by singles, couples and fam-

ilies picnicking under eucalyptus

trees, speakers give audiences ener-

getic warm-ups for the show.

      

Meet the Artists, Teen Nights, In-
Sight post-show talks and Tasting
Nights (so popular there are now six

of them per show) are aimed at draw-

ing in the reluctant theater-goer, but

sophisticated enough to satisfy long-

time attendees.

      

With a mission to make “boldly

imagined and deeply entertaining in-

terpretations of Shakespeare and the

classics,” Cal Shakes’ glorious tangle

of tradition and avant-garde theater is

made perfect with sweet treats, swift

insights and a breathtaking setting.
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Cal Shakes Season Set to Sizzle
By Lou Fancher

Dates: The Tempest, May 30-June 24
Spunk, July 4-29
Blithe Spirit, Aug. 8-Sept. 22
Hamlet, Sept. 19-Oct. 14

Performance Times: 
Previews (Wed-Thu-Fri before opening) at 8pm
Weeknights (Tue-Thu) at 7:30pm
Weekends (Fri-Sat) 8pm
Matinees (Sun) at 4pm: select Saturdays at 2pm
Grounds open for picnicking two hours prior to curtain.

Venue: Bruns Amphitheater
100 California Shakespeare Theater Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Tickets: Single tickets go on sale in May; season packages and
group tickets are available now.
Box Office: (510) 548-9666

Website: www.calshakes.org

Erika Chong Shuch (Ariel) and Michael Winters (Prospero) in William Shakespeare’s The Tempest, directed 
by Jonathan Moscone and choreographed by Chong Shuch. Photo Kevin Berne

•    Big Birthdays! •

If you or a friend /family member is having a Big Birthday in 
Lamorinda, please send us a picture and tell us the story: 

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com.

Happy 100th, Mary Riggio!
Submitted by Barbara Riggio

Birthday girl Mary Riggio (center) with sons Danny (right) and Vito (left)
Photo Barbara Riggio

Lic #624045

Peralta Construction
CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS  |  REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident
Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

Food low in fat…..since 1963

Dinner Specials: $16.95
Tuesdays: Paela Valenciana
Wednesdays: Filet Mignon and House 

Fresh Chili Relleno
Include:
Boquerones- Bruschetta
Penne Pasta, with porcini mushrooms parmesan
Organic salad; walnuts, apples and cranberries

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette 
(near the Lafayette theatre)

Reservations recommended
(925) 284-1330

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways
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A Night on the Town
Riding along with the Orinda Police
Department
By Laurie Snyder

The radar squealed as the ma-

roon BMW sped past Orinda

Police Officer Chad Pryor’s patrol car

last Friday night. It was probably a

weary commuter just trying to get

home, but Pryor can’t be sure what

he’ll find during traffic stops these

days so he approached the car cau-

tiously. Inside was a polite, contrite

woman. He sent on her way with a

warning, her speed not “egregious,”

her license and registration coming up

clean on the Mobile Data Computer

(MDC).

      

Whizzing past Pryor on San

Pablo Dam Road, driver number two

kept going after he flashed his lights,

forcing him to accelerate his pursuit.

Once pulled over, she admitted to

being so distracted she hadn’t even

heard the siren. The MDC spewed

data in bright orange letters – enabling

him see all he needed in the darkened

interior. That driver received a citation

for going 20 miles per hour over the

speed limit.

      

During the evening’s quiet mo-

ments, Pryor reflected on what police

are seeing – increased Sleepy Hollow

burglaries, a spike in crashes by teens

and adults driving under the influ-

ence, and residents fleeing from po-

lice.

      

Case in point? As Pryor chatted

with two juveniles he’d spotted am-

bling down Lombardy Lane around 1

a.m., one suddenly bolted. Leaving

his dignity behind, the baggy-shorted

sprinter unwittingly – and unneces-

sarily – placed himself and his Cam-

polindo friend on the radar of local

police. Pryor had simply stopped to

make sure the pair was okay, but now

had questions about why one ran –

and why his 16-year-old buddy re-

fused to give up the name of his

“friend.” 

      

Police are also seeing increased

nightlife at the Moraga Adobe. Teens

have been breaking in and trashing

the historic property, leaving empty

bottles of booze, spray painting offen-

sive graffiti, and scrawling taunts to

the police.  The area was creepy –

even while standing with the experi-

enced and well-armed Pryor and his

colleague, Officer Maynard Patacsil. 

      

To hide their partying, teens are

employing sophisticated methods –

texting about meet-ups and parking

their cars blocks away.  One group ac-

tually broke into the home of an

Orinda family away on vacation.

Hanging sheets across doorways, the

event’s planners designated certain

rooms as off limits out of some odd

form of “respect” for the homeown-

ers. 

      

But what truly troubles police and

the legal professionals who end up

representing them is the trend to place

“responsible teens” in charge of an

evening’s festivities – as designated

drivers and as “teen paramedics”

using basic CPR training to keep

classmates out of harm’s way. By cre-

ating a false sense of security, well-

meaning youth may inadvertently be

ramping up friends’ feelings of invin-

cibility and encouraging the inclina-

tion to binge drink.

      

“Deputizing a ‘partymedic’ is nei-

ther a safe nor legal method of ensur-

ing the health and safety of underage

drinkers,” said juvenile defense attor-

ney, Mary P. Carey.  “If a person

passes out or loses consciousness

while at a party, experience has

shown that the individual may be suf-

fering a non-alcohol related health

emergency. Such a condition cannot

be diagnosed by a high school or col-

lege sports medicine student with

CPR training. Failure to seek imme-

diate medical care by qualified pro-

fessionals can, and has increased the

peril for those in need, thereby open-

ing up the ‘partymedic’ and party

hosts to civil and criminal liability.”  

      

“Students should consider the fol-

lowing,” continued Carey. “Would

you rather have called for help when

it turned out not to be necessary or not

have called for help when it was

needed? Today, the 911 immunity law

offers legal immunity to underage

drinkers who call for medical help for

an inebriated friend in need.”

      

And, she said, “Acting reasonably

and legally cannot be delegated to one

or two people at a party. All partygo-

ers will be held to the same legal stan-

dard. The law does not absolve one of

liability because an actor sought to

minimize harm while engaging in an

illegal activity.  The exception to this

is the 911 immunity law.”

      

Jaime Rich of the Lamorinda Al-

cohol Policy Coalition reminds par-

ents that they can be fined or

prosecuted for letting underage kids

drink alcohol and suggests sitting

down with teens to create an appro-

priate party plan and guest list, letting

friends know in advance that the party

is by “invitation only,” and then being

present the night of the event – as un-

obtrusive, but regular visitors to the

party area .

      

Pryor and his OPD colleagues

want teens and their parents to know

that whether partying, speeding, or

being stopped by police while just

walking down the road, evasion in

any form could end up causing you

more trouble than if you had just

called 911 to help a friend in trouble,

stayed put if you caused an accident,

or answered an officer’s questions

truthfully. 

The Moraga Adobe emerges out of the hillside’s inky gloom when two
Orinda Police officers train their spotlights and flashlights on the structure.

Photo Laurie Snyder

Don’t Delay – Call 911:
California Business and Professions
Code Section 25667. (a) Any person
under the age of 21 years shall be
immune from criminal prosecution
under subdivision (a) of Section
25662 and subdivision (b) of
Section 25658, where the person
establishes all of the following:

(1) The underage person called 911
and reported that either himself or
herself or another person was in
need of medical assistance due to
alcohol consumption.

(2) The underage person was the
first person to make the 911 report.

(3) The underage person, who
reported that another person was
in need of medical assistance,
remained on the scene with the
other person until that medical
assistance arrived and cooperated
with medical assistance and law
enforcement personnel on the
scene.

(b) This section shall not provide
immunity from criminal
prosecution for any offense that
involves activities made dangerous
by the consumption of alcoholic
beverages, including, but not
limited to, a violation of Section
23103 of the Vehicle Code, as
specified by Section 23103.5 of the
Vehicle Code, or a violation of
Sections 23152 and 23153 of the
Vehicle Code.

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 18 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured Lic. #702845

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
     Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry
• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls
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Bike Fuel 

Moraga resident Chris Havel stops in at a Lafayette "refresher sta-
tion" manned by Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee volun-
teer Claude Aiello, who offers an assortment of juice, water, fruit
and carb snacks during Bike to Work Day May 10.  Havel, who
works for Cal Trans in Richmond, admits that a portion of his trip
involved BART and reminds fellow bikers that biking doesn't have
to be a race, and to enjoy the ride.                Photo Cathy Dausman 

Song by Local Musician
Remembers Fallen Soldiers
By Sophie Braccini

Lafayette musician and teacher

Laura Zucker expresses her

emotions through her music.  On Me-

morial Day of 2007, coming back

from a folk song festival, she saw the

crosses being erected on the hill op-

posed to BART in Lafayette.  Her

heart sank, thinking of the soldiers

and their mothers and verses started

forming in her mind, “We will never

lose another child to war. That’s not

what a mother’s tears are for.”  She

wrote the song called “Memorial

Day” that she has since sung numer-

ous time at the hillside memorial, for

blue and gold star mothers, and in

concerts.  “Some have tried to politi-

cize this song, but I don’t want that,”

says the musician, who teaches at

Lamorinda Music in Lafayette. “We

need to remember those young peo-

ple all the time, not only one day a

year, and focus on honoring them.”

Part of Zucker’s album, “A Step

Ahead,” you can listen to the song on

YouTube at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q

oLhLv5NGC4.  

Crosses on the hillside in Lafayette Photo Jennifer Wake

Local Faire Brings Teens &
Community Together
By Linda Lan Phung

The sixth annual Moraga Community Faire

took place at the Rheem Valley Shopping

Center on May 12.  With the sunny weather and

welcoming atmosphere, families, adults, and

teenagers of all ages flocked to the shopping

center for a day of play. 

     

The classic car show was a highlight. Both

vintage and modern cars were displayed, from a

snug 1928 Ford Model A to a sleek 2011 Chevy

Corvette. Faire goers were encouraged to exam-

ine the designs and engines of the cars, and some

were allowed to sit in the driver’s seat. 

     

“The car show always captures my interest

because I love seeing how the different vintage

designs differ from our cars nowadays,” said

Campolindo junior Nora Mohamed. 

     

Along with the car show, there were rows of

booths sponsored by local stores, companies,

and organizations. Three popular booths that I

enjoyed were Moraga Royale, the Lafayette Pet

Shoppe, and Be the Star You Are!® (BTSYA)

charity.

     

Both the Moraga Royale and Lafayette Pet

Shoppe booths attracted young kids; Moraga

Royale with free snow cones and the Lafayette

Pet Shoppe with pets on display. BTSYA enticed

the young crowd with live radio interviews and

music jams on the #1 teen program, Express

Yourself!™ plus artsy crafts and books for sale. 

     

Teenagers also volunteered to help run and

advertise area booths. High school freshman Ze-

rina Mehmedovic remarked, “I’m volunteering

for the organization Parents for a Safer Environ-

ment. This Faire is a good experience for me as

I can have a good time and improve my speak-

ing skills.”

     

While many teenagers worked in booths,

other teenagers saw the Moraga Faire as an op-

portunity to relax. Campolindo junior Jiwon Lee

smiled when she said, “I’m having fun, meeting

people, and hanging out with kids.” 

     

Campolindo freshman Andrea Lucacher

noted, “With the music playing in the back-

ground, as I walked around looking at all of the

informational booths, I felt a huge sense of com-

munity.” The Faire strengthens the bonds be-

tween local businesses and the residents.

     

The Moraga Faire provided numerous attrac-

tions, opportunities, and activities for all ages.

Teenagers are encouraged to check out the cre-

ative booths and enjoy the fun next year to ex-

perience community. 

     

Linda Lan Phung is a Miramonte High
School sophomore who volunteers throughout
the East Bay and  strives for 17-second miracles,
inspired by author Jason Wright. 

The opinions expressed in Teen Scene are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Teen Scene is YOUR voice. If you have something

to say or have writing skills and want to be part of

our Teen Scene team, email our Teen Coach, Cynthia

Brian, Cynthia@CynthiaBrian.com.

Teens are interviewed on live radio at Express Your-
self! booth Photo provided

Family Focus
Parent-Child Boundaries
By Margie Ryerson, MFT

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a
marriage and family therapist in
Orinda and Walnut Creek. 
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is the
author of Treat Your Partner Like a
Dog: How to Breed a Better
Relationship and Appetite for Life:
Inspiring Stories of Recovery from
Anorexia, Bulimia, and
Compulsive Overeating.

“The last step in parental love
involves the release of the
beloved; the willing cutting of the
cord that would otherwise keep
the child in a state of emotional
dependence.”   - Lewis Mumford

If you ask most parents today what

they want in their relationship with

their children, the response is fre-

quently, “I want to have a close rela-

tionship” or “I want to be an

important part of their lives.” Of

course they also want to build charac-

ter, self-reliance, responsibility, and

other positive traits in their children.

But sometimes the first wish takes

precedence over all others in a way

that can become distorted.

      

The goal of being close to one’s

children is worthy and understand-

able. (I know because it’s my goal

too.) It’s only when the balance is

tipped and parents become too en-

meshed with their children that prob-

lems can develop. Marriages can be

strained if one partner caters more to

a child than to a spouse, and the af-

fected child can develop too much de-

pendency on a parent and have

difficulty growing up to be self-reliant

and confident. In addition, the parent

who is overly-involved with the child

limits his or her ability to develop a

full and well-balanced life.

      

Here are a few examples of un-

healthy parent-child boundaries with

all identifying information changed:

      

• A former neighbor in another

state is a wonderful, fun-loving per-

son. When her son was away in col-

lege and her daughter was in high

school, “Diana” discovered her hus-

band was having an affair with a co-

worker. Unfortunately, Diana didn’t

keep the details of this affair from

their daughter. Instead she leaned on

“Julia” for support, thus placing Julia

in a difficult position. Diana and her

husband divorced a few years later.

Julia attended a local college and

lived at home until recently; at age 28

she moved into her own condo close

to her mother’s. Julia’s relationships

with both male and female friends

have been short-lived and problem-

atic. She never developed the skills

necessary to sustain close relation-

ships. After all, her mother essentially

did all the work for her by providing

constant companionship and intimacy

in their own relationship. They call

themselves best friends, they travel

together, and they are very happy in a

sense. But one needs to ask whether

or not this co-dependent relationship

is ultimately best for Julia, and

whether Diana’s rather selfish and

short-sighted mothering is allowing

her daughter to thrive.

      

• I first met “Lilly” when she

was 16 and came to family therapy

with her parents. Lilly was being

treated for bulimia by a colleague

who referred the family to me. Both

of her parents were extremely permis-

sive and allowed Lilly, their only

child, to treat them rudely and to

avoid consequences for her behavior.

Both parents told me that above all,

they wanted to have a good relation-

ship with Lilly. While they knew that

setting boundaries for Lilly was nec-

essary, they failed over time to follow

through in their efforts and after six

months abandoned therapy. Lilly pro-

ceeded to go on a long spree of out-

of-control behavior: cutting classes,

experimenting with hardcore drugs,

promiscuity, and shoplifting before

her parents saw the need to change

their strategy. We worked together for

another year on helping them make

the shift from parents who enabled

Lilly’s destructive behavior to ones

who guided forcefully but still car-

ingly.

      

• “Chris” came in at age 17 for

treatment of depression. Along with a

genetic predisposition to depression,

Chris had a father who wanted to be

his friend. Chris’s dad bought Chris

and his friends alcohol and marijuana.

Not only that, but his father joined in

pool parties with Chris and his friends

where they drank and smoked and

partied. Chris’s mother turned a blind

eye to these activities, but she essen-

tially participated as well by not shut-

ting them down. Chris received

confusing messages from his parents

and not enough effective parenting to

help him through his various strug-

gles. Chris’s father thought he was

being a cool dad and seemed to want

to recapture his own youth through

Chris. Neither parent understood or

supported Chris’s underlying emo-

tional needs.

      

As parents, we need to ask our-

selves whether or not we are consid-

ering our children’s needs above our

own. What we think may be loving

behavior may actually be doing more

harm than good. While we may yearn

to feel needed and valued by those we

love best, one of the best gifts we can

give our children is the ability to func-

tion effectively and happily without

us. If they see that we are happy and

fulfilled, they will be better able to ad-

dress the task of figuring out their

own lives. 
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Have you ever wondered how

long it would take you to bike

rather than to drive your car to go

shopping downtown, or how many

calories you would burn if you’d de-

cide to walk instead?  Now all these

questions, along with the carbon im-

pact for each of your traveling options,

are easily answered by a new com-

mute tool developed by Sustainable

Lafayette members and Conflare,

which also designed the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce’s site. 

      

How does it work?  Simply go to

golafayette.org, enter your destination

and point of departure, and choose

your best traveling option.

      

“One of the main issues in

Lafayette is transportation in the

downtown area,” said Mike Dawson,

a Sustainable Lafayette board mem-

ber. “If you develop the habit, you can

just as easily jump on your bike rather

than grab the keys to your car.  Taking

your bike is not a solution for every-

one, but there are tons of people living

in houses along the trail and in the

downtown area who can.”

      

The project led by Sustainable

Lafayette volunteers is supported by

the community.  The group applied

for a grant from the Lafayette Com-

munity Foundation and received $400

from the City of Lafayette. Sustain-

able Lafayette also pitched in, and the

group hopes to sell four ad slots on the

GoLafayette website to businesses

like local bicycle shops. The tool was

presented to the Circulation Commis-

sion at the end of April. 

      

“We have created this site with

Lafayette residents in mind,” said

Dawson, “but since it incorporates

Google tools, it can be used from any-

where.”  As an example, Dawson

input a trip from downtown Moraga

to La Fiesta Square in Lafayette, and

GoLafayette calculated the different

transportation options.  By car, the

distance was 4.7 miles, the time was

10 minutes, and the cost was $2.74,

an SUV costing more and a hybrid

less. “The cost includes the gas and

published average for amortization,”

said Dawson. It also listed the CO2

emission of the trip. 

      

What if you used your bike in-

stead?  Automatically, the site redi-

rected the user to taking the

Moraga-Lafayette trails, it showed

how much longer it will take (28 min-

utes), the cost went down to $0.68,

and the CO2 emissions went to zero.

Additionally, it indicated how many

calories would be burned. “This is

such a health-conscious community,”

said Dawson, “we thought people

would like that.” The site also showed

the impact of using a scooter instead

of a car, or walking.

      

People can also share their trips

and experiences with other site users.

“We are creating a database of trips

that people will populate with their

experience,” said Dawson. “If I want

to know what it is like to bike to Bur-

ton Valley, or about using the bike

path downtown, I can search the data-

base with these criteria.”

      

GoLafayette is also an informa-

tion point for “everything transporta-

tion” in the area. “This is the only

place where all the commute re-

sources are centralized,” said Daw-

son. It links to resources that can plan

a commute to work, to school or to

downtown, and also provides a list of

online maps, some of them not so

well known such as where to park a

bike in downtown Lafayette.

      

“This project was the brainchild

of me, Bart Carr, Mike Dawson and

Brad Crane, Chair of the Lafayette

Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Com-

mittee,” said Sustainable Lafayette

founder Steve Richards, “but Mike

really made it happen.”  The site was

first presented to the public during the

Lafayette Earth Day celebration.

      

Dawson is an online consultant

who used to work for Google. “We

want Lafayette to be a better place for

our families and we hope that every-

thing we do (with Sustainable

Lafayette) will attract more like-

minded people here,” he said.

Acalanes High School alums

Nicki Bluhm and Deren Ney

(lead singer and guitar player for

Nicki Bluhm and The Gamblers) will

return to their hometown for a con-

cert at the Town Hall Theatre June 10

as part of the band’s North American

Tour.  The tour was prompted by the

success of the latest “Van Sessions”

cover of Hall and Oates “I Can’t Go

For That” that received more than 1.1

million views on YouTube (

http://bit.ly/GQfqQc).  

      

Nicki Bluhm and The Gramblers

were founded in San Francisco in

2008 by Bluhm, her husband Tim

Bluhm (The Mother Hips) and Ney.

They were soon joined by bassist

Steve Adams (ALO), Dave Mulligan

on rhythm guitar and drummer Mike

Curry and released their debut album

‘Toby’s Song’ in 2008 and follow up,

‘Driftwood’ in 2011. The band has

been winning fans and critics the old

fashioned way: with hard work, great

songs and relentless touring.

      

“I Can’t Go For That” was the

17th song the band recorded as part

of their “Van Sessions”  -- a series of

videos Bluhm and the band recorded

while on tour. More than anything,

the “Van Sessions” were conceived

as an easy and fun way for the band

to entertain themselves and fans pay-

ing tribute to their favorite music.

Never did they expect the DIY series

to spread like wildfire and bring the

band to the forefront of viral music

on the Internet.  The “Van Sessions”

now have nearly 2.5 million views on

YouTube. 

      

The group began their North

American Tour of more than 50 cities

May 16. They will swing by the

Town Hall Theatre in respect to their

Lafayette roots at 8 p.m. June 10.  For

more information about the event,

visit

www.nickibluhm.com/news/.
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GoLafayette! A New Commute Planning Tool
By Sophie Braccini

Local Gal and Pals Rock While Rolling
Submitted by Bryan Duquette

Nicki Bluhm Photo provided
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Renting? Why rent….when you can buy for a similar payment?
Investing? Now is the best time to build your rental portfolio!

• Interest rates are at an all time low!

• The time is now, before house 
values start rising!

• Great potential for great return!

Ann Marie Stern-Loan Officer 
DRE#981298—NMLS #308263

925-200-2556
annmariestern@gmail.com

20 Years Experience

Patti Gage-Realtor 
www.ask4patti.com—DRE#01888729

925-788-8370
patti.gage@camoves.com

30 Years experience

Million Dollar Service in Every Price Range!

Screen shot from Golafayette.org

Moraga Juniors' Garden
Tour Benefits STAND!
Submitted by Mylinh Paolieri

Photo Julie Wykle

Moraga Junior Women's

Club members present a

$20,000 check May 16 at the Ha-

cienda de las Flores to this year's

Through the Garden Gate Garden

Tour beneficiary, STAND! For

Families Free of Violence Child

Therapeutic Center

(http://www.standagainstdv.org).

From left: Garden Tour co-chairs

Amy Martinez and Stefanie Gal-

izia, Club president Mylinh

Paolieri, and STAND representa-

tives: Erica Spacher, Donor De-

velopment Associate, Michelle

Davis, Development Director and

Chris Jachens, Development Of-

ficer. 

JUNE BOOTCAMP
Weight-loss & Strength Results Guaranteed!

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-376-7500Jenn Forney

Over 4 weeks you will gain lean muscle, improve your fitness, get stronger and lose
weight.  Your commitment will be 5 hours of exercise per week, 2 hours of bootcamp
and 3 hours of exercise on your own, as assigned each week.   To sign up for this
class, you do not need to be fit, or currently exercising. Membership not required.  

Call for more details, space limited, so sign up today!"

Fashion By The Season

Glamorous

Receive a free summer bracelet (valued at
$19.90) with a purchase of $25 or more*

Offer expires May 31 or while supplies last. *Limit one bracelet per customer.

(925) 285-6096   
1048 Brown Ave., Lafayette



Campolindo High School music teacher

Mark Roberts does not lack ambition for

his elite group of singers, called the Chamber

Singers.  The group is one of the nation’s top

musical talents and Roberts feels it is his duty

to take them to compete with other top-rated

groups in the country.  “We went to the At-

lanta Heritage Festival to compete with six

other choirs, all part of the top 10 percent na-

tionally,” said Roberts.  The result was out-

standing: the Chamber Singers received a

gold rating (the highest granted) and were

honored as the top choir at the festival, receiv-

ing the Outstanding Choral Group Award.

The Chamber Singers also received the Ad-

judicators Award, given to the highest-rated

group of all participants in the festival includ-

ing bands, orchestras, and choirs.

      

The Chamber sang, among other pieces,

Haec Dies by William Byrd [1540 - 1623]

and Frank Ticheli’s There Will Be Rest.  The

other competing choirs came from Florida,

North Carolina and Massachusetts.  “The stu-

dents had an all around musical experience,

including a clinic with Eric Nelson, Director

of Choral Studies at Emory University,” said

Roberts.

      

Roberts is also quick to point out that the

students had the opportunity to explore the

richness of Atlanta.  “It was a multi-faceted

experience,” he said. “Musical, cultural and

historical.”  They visited historical land-

marks, sampled local food and got immersed

in local music. According to Roberts, it was

a great opportunity for students to explore

and grow.

Middle school students from The Saklan

School performed the coming-of-age

musical, 13, April 27 and 28 at the Town Hall

Theater in Lafayette.  The annual musical has

grown to be one of the most popular parts of

the middle school music curriculum at The

Saklan School, despite the fact that participa-

tion by every student is mandatory.  Music

teacher Grace Chaffey instituted the annual

musical production when she started at the

school in 2008.  Because of its popularity, this

year she began directing musicals for Saklan’s

elementary students, too. 

      

At The Saklan School music is taught in

Pre-K through fifth grade three times per

week.  Middle school students meet in larger,

mixed-grade ensembles where they develop

skills in instrumental and vocal performance.

In addition to her role as Saklan’s Pre-K

through eighth grade music teacher, Chaffey

also serves the community as the vocal direc-

tor for the Campolindo High School Musicals

and teaches at the Town Hall Theater’s Edu-

cational Program.
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Fifth Grader to Attend Johns
Hopkins Gifted Summer Program
Submitted by Myra Ozaeta

This summer Del Rey fifth-grader John

Mark Holbrook, from Orinda, will at-

tend the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented

Youth’s (CTY) which offers challenging

programs for academically gifted second-

through 12th-graders.

     

Holbrook will be taking a CTY Summer

Program called Model United Nations and

Advanced Geography at Johns Hopkins

University. In this course, students learn

how the United Nations addresses global

concerns. They study the structure, author-

ity, and processes of the UN through read-

ings, discussions, research, and short

lectures and examine how physical, eco-

nomic, cultural, and political geographies

influence and inform policymakers’ deci-

sions. Concurrently, students hone their

writing, speaking, and critical-thinking

skills and gain a working knowledge of in-

ternational relations and geography which

they put into action when they assume the

role of ambassadors for a model United Na-

tions simulation.

     

Holbrook qualified for CTY Summer

Programs by participating in CTY’s An-

nual Talent Search, which accepts applica-

tions from early September through May.

During the Talent Search, advanced young

learners take above-grade level tests de-

signed for older students as a means of

gaining insight into their abilities. Seventh-

and eighth-graders take the SAT or ACT—

the same tests used for college admissions,

while second- through sixth-graders take

the School and College Ability Test, an

above-level test scaled for younger stu-

dents.

     

For more information about enrolling in

the CTY Talent Search, visit:

www.cty.jhu.edu.

John Mark Holbrook   Photo provided

Students from The Saklan School
Perform in the Musical “13”
Submitted by Christine Kuckuk and Carol Goldman

From left:  James Rokas, Mac Goldman and Orion Binder perform in the musical 13.
Photo Carol Goldman

JM Student at Woodminster
Submitted by Kathy Kahn

Elliott Carr as Snoopy with Joaquin

Moraga Intermediate School seventh-

grader Nathan Correll, who played the title

role in You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown

May 6, a preview performance and benefit

for Woodminster Summer Musicals' Kids

Come Free program at Woodminster Am-

phitheater in Oakland. 

Another Fun-Filled Day at the
149th SMC Commencement 
Submitted by Michael McAlpin

More than 650 Saint Mary’s College

seniors participated in the college’s

149th Commencement Ceremonies Saturday,

May 19, which included commencement

speeches from two extraordinary individuals:

Tom Meschery, a former All-Star NBA

player, now an accomplished poet, author and

teacher; and Jim Fruchterman, a successful

social entrepreneur who uses technology to

change the world.  The formal graduation

held at the SMC Stadium was followed by

traditional post-graduation lawn parties, more

affectionately known as “plot parties,” which

have been happening for more than 30 years.

Some families went “all out” and had the

event catered with gourmet offerings, while

others brought in trays of home cooked meals.

DJs and live bands filled the air with Blues,

Country, R&B and Salsa music. An estimated

400 students received diplomas Sunday, May

20 at the Graduate and Professional Programs

Commencement at SMC Stadium.

Saint Mary’s graduating students cue up to receive diplomas at the May 19 commencement
ceremonies. Photo Cathy Dausman

Campolindo Chamber Singers
Shine in Atlanta
By Sophie Braccini 

Campolindo Chamber Singers show off their trophies Picture provided

Photo Kathy Kahn

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 6/30/12.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location

All Dressed Up and Someplace to Go!

Elegant in their finery, students from the

Campolindo Class of 2012 gathered at the

Moraga Commons Park last Saturday afternoon,

in time-honored tradition, as proud families took

photos galore before the soon-to-be graduates

boarded a bus bound for their Senior Ball.

Photo Cathy Dausman



The ceramic pieces in the Moraga

Public Library lobby display case

were made by seventh- and eighth-grade

students in the Visual Arts Class at Joaquin

Moraga Intermediate School, instructed by

Moose Wesler.  Some of the pieces depict

the students' favorite foods; others are

functional pot-

tery created

using a variety

of techniques:

coil-building,

pinching clay,

rolling out

slabs, and

throwing on the

potter’s wheel.

The ceramics

were decorated

with glazes,

slips and

acrylic paints.

The white coil

pots were in-

spired by

J a p a n e s e

Jomon ceramics; the food by the students’

own stomachs. The visual arts program at

JM is grateful for the support of the MEF

and JM PTA, which last year contributed

to the purchase of a new kiln.  The pieces

will be available for viewing through May

29.
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THE APP RAP
By Eric Pawlakos

Lookout Security and Antivirus   
Developer: Lookout Mobile Security
For:  iPhones and Androids
Cost: FREE (or premium version for $29.99 per year)

For the smart phone user, new apps are available al-

most daily.  New apps mean more ways to utilize

and enjoy your phone.  Phones have become our multi-

use, indispensable accessory for making and receiving

calls as well as storing imperative personal information

relating to banking, emergencies, credit cards, health care

and children, plus detailed calendar and personal data.  

      

What if you lost your phone and someone with malev-

olent intent found it?  

      

Recognizing this possibility, the creators of Lookout
Security and Antivirus developed a defensive app with the

theme “Mobile Security Made Simple.”

      

The Lookout Security and Antivirus is a free app that

protects your data while providing anti-virus, anti-mal-

ware, and anti-spyware protection.  You also receive con-

tact backup, data restoration, and the impressive missing

device feature to locate your phone.  

      

The premium version offers more features at a price

of $2.99 a month or $29.99 for the year with a subscription

that can be cancelled at anytime.  This version blocks

phishing and malicious websites, protects your privacy

with privacy advisor, backs up photos and call history, and

gives you the ability to remote wipe and lock the phone.  

      

For a smartphone user who mainly has contacts and

apps on their phone I would recommend the free version.

However, if your smartphone has highly critical informa-

tion for personal or business use then the premium version

is worth the upgrade price.

      

Getting Lookout Security and Antivirus installed is a

very easy process.  After the download you need about 60

seconds to set up your security, backup, and missing de-

vice locator.  The security feature will automatically scan

each app you install, and do a weekly full scan of any app

on your phone. Your data will be backed up daily or

weekly. Retrieval is easy 24/7 at www.mylookout.com.

This is a great perk in the event that your phone is dam-

aged and you need to replace it.  

      

The missing device feature is the most valuable, en-

abling you to locate your phone on a map.  Lookout will

send a loud siren to your device, even if your phone is

turned off.  A misplaced phone can now be easily located.

      

Lookout has located fifteen million dollars worth of

phones in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you are headed

out of Lamorinda, beware! Oakland is ranked as one of

the top ten places in the United States to lose or have your

phone stolen.

      

Currently, there are over ten million downloads for

Lookout Security and Antivirus. I strongly recommend

adding this app to your phone.

      
Eric Pawlakos is a senior at Miramonte High School

and on-air reporter for the teen radio program, Express
Yourself!™

JM Students’ Ceramic Art on
View at the Moraga Library
Submitted by Moose Wesler

JM visual arts student Nick Wolford smiles with his ceramic hamburger.   
Photo Moose Wesler

New Campo Principal John Walker: It’s
all about Collaboration
By Sophie Braccini

When John Walker takes over

Carol Kitchens’ office as

Campolindo’s new principal in early

July, he has no plans to shake up the

school.  He knows Campolindo High

School is strong and high performing,

but as he puts it:  Success should not

lead to complacency.  

      

Walker will bring to the Moraga

high school the collaborative ap-

proach for continuous improvement

that he was part of at San Ramon Val-

ley High School, and which happens

to be the Acalanes Union High

School District’s (AUHSD) strategy.

Parents, teachers and students can ex-

pect changes from a principal who

promises to listen to all.

      

Walker’s appointment was the re-

sult of a lengthy process  involving

District staff, teachers and parents.

“We received 50 strong applications,”

says AUHSD Superintendent John

Nickerson. “There was consensus that

John Walker’s experience and strong

sense of what Campolindo needs

would make him the best fit.”

Walker’s reputation for building con-

nections with parents, students and

faculty was a great asset, Nickerson

indicates, but foremost was Walker’s

experience establishing a professional

learning community.  

      

“I am well aware of the strong

history of success of Campolindo, of

the pride the community takes in its

high school and the high achievement

that is expected.  My goal is to build

on that success,” Walker says.  “In ed-

ucation, every year brings new chal-

lenges, and we need to stay engaged

in professional development and

training.”   

      

Walker believes that no school is

perfect and that his job is to work with

staff, parents, students, and the dis-

trict, to identify areas of growth and

improvement.  “I’m a strong believer

in continuous professional develop-

ment so everyone owns their craft,”

he says.

      

In San Ramon, Walker was part

of the establishment of a professional

learning community (PLC). Collabo-

ration is at the core of the PLC model.

Teachers work together to develop the

curriculum, the best practices, and the

assessments tools.  According to

Walker that does not mean the end of

their freedom, it just means that when

they have a problem, someone down

the hall might have the answer.  “We

have to make it a priority and find the

time for teachers to meet,” he says.  

      

With that method comes an open

door policy.  “I plan to be very acces-

sible and present on campus,” says

Walker. “I want to have frank conver-

sations with everyone to know about

what’s going well and what needs im-

provement.”  The new principal adds

that he will be very visible on campus,

particularly in the classrooms a good

portion of the day where the learning

is taking place.

      

“I feel very proud and humbled to

be working with such an engaged

community and great quality staff,”

Walker says.
John Walker   Photo Sophie Braccini

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.ï CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda

925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,

and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available. 
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

All Raingutters Systems, Inc. 925-381-7620

Lic #793315

Let us prepare your roof
and raingutters 

for seasons to come.

Over 
20 Years

Experience

New Work and Repairs 
All Types of Roofs and Gutters

Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing. 
We do it all!

Ask for
Shawn!

Local Eclipse Photo Featured on
CNN's Website

Joaquin Moraga eighth-grader Aaron Lin's photo above, which captured the projection
of the crescent sun all over his backyard wall during the solar eclipse Sunday, May 20,
was chosen as one of 14 photos from around the world to be featured on CNN's
website (www.cnn.com/2012/05/20/world/gallery/solar-eclipse/).           Photo Aaron Lin

Yesterday’s Treasures Consignment
~ High end name brand 

consignment furniture.

~ Staging and Home Design 

services offered.

~ Accepting consignments daily.

~ We offer new furniture 

through Ashley and various 

other vendors.

996 Moraga Road,

Lafayette

(925) 283-8549



www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 23, 2012Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYB8

Coming Up in Moraga:

New Delhi, 482 Center Street

Weight Watchers, 452-A Center Street

Terzetto Cuisine owner Roos Pal is keeping her fingers

crossed when saying her new restaurant, New Delhi, will

open at the end of June in the Rheem Center.  The long

County permitting process is now behind her and the

building crew is hard at work to finish by the due date.

Pal’s new restaurant will be inspired by her country of ori-

gin, India.  It will serve tasty Indian food in a relaxed at-

mosphere.  New Delhi is located where the old deli (no

pun intended) was, between One Hour Martinizing and

TJ Maxx.  

Also in the Rheem Center, Weight Watchers plans to open

a new office in the space previously occupied by Dahn

Yoga.  The Moraga Planning Commission was scheduled

to review the use permit on May 21 after press deadline. 

Morgan Stanley Foundation Gives to LLLC

Foundation

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 

Two Theatre Square, Orinda, www.morganstanley.com

The Morgan Stanley Foundation made a charitable gift of

$1,500 to the Lafayette Library and Learning Center

Foundation.  The grant further leverages the ongoing vol-

unteer activities of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney employ-

ees in the East Bay office.  “We are very fortunate to

receive charitable donations from the community to help

us achieve our extraordinary goal of funding 53 percent

of hours, operations and programs at this state-of-the-art

facility that is actually city-owned,” said Kathy Merchant,

Executive Director, Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-

ter Foundation. “It is because of commitments in time and

dollars from people like Foundation trustee Jeffrey Gale,

currently helping lead our planned giving effort, that we

are able to achieve our mission of bringing all generations

together for enriched intellectual and cultural experi-

ences.”  

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette 

Not to be missed Monthly Mixer at the Nut Factory,

June 13, 5:30-7pm, 3477 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette.

Come and meet one of the more ancient and success-

ful production facilities in Lafayette (see related arti-

cle above: A Stroll Along Golden Gate Way).  Owners

will supply Fenton’s ice cream samples at the mixer!

Moraga 

Want to get the facts and make your voice heard about

a possible additional sales tax in Moraga?  Come to

the Chamber meeting at the Hacienda de las Flores,

Friday, May 25 and hear Mayor Mike Metcalf on this

hot topic.  Meet and greet starts at 7:30am followed

by the presentation and discussion at 8am.  

Orinda 

The Orinda Chamber of Commerce donated $500 to

the Educational Foundation of Orinda (EFO) and

$200 to The Orinda Arts Council. These funds are a

result of the successful Live at The Orinda Comedy

Night.

Save the date for the Orinda Community Foundation’s

3rd Annual Orinda Everyday Heroes Golf Tourna-

ment at10:30am, Monday, July 23. Registration and

buffet lunch at noon; shotgun start.  Registration at

https://everydayheroes.dojiggy.com/registration2/inde

x.cfm?7040235B30787208047373060C1328402645

0D77 or by contacting the Chamber of Commerce at

(925) 254-3909.

business briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please
contact  Sophie Braccini at 

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

A Stroll Along Golden Gate Way -
Something Old and Something New
By Sophie Braccini

There is a lot of history left in a

certain part of Lafayette.  From

Plaza Way to Golden Gate Way,

Lafayette offers a quirky and charm-

ing mix of older cottages, an aban-

doned theater, very industrial-looking

businesses and of course the modern

and magnificent library.  

      

At the junction of Golden Gate

Way and the Plaza, the old theater

awaits its transformation into a new

town hot spot, Fenton’s Creamery and

Restaurant.  The property owners

have promised to maintain the small

town charm of the building.  People

on Golden Gate Way like their

uniqueness and want to keep the

small town feel as well.

      

Nobody could be happier about

the coming of Fenton’s than Mike

Kearney, co-owner of the Hender-

son’s Nut Factory at 3477 Golden

Gate Way.  Besides retail and gifts, a

large portion of his business comes

from creameries purchasing the

roasted nuts they need for their

recipes, and Fenton’s is one of his old-

est customers.  “We love that they are

coming into the theater,” says Kear-

ney. “It will be very good for every-

one here.”  The Nut Factory was

started by Stu Henderson in 1951.  It

changed ownership only once and

present owner Mike Kearney suc-

ceeded his father in partnership with

his brother Jeff.   They continue the

original tradition of buying nuts in the

Central Valley (for the most part) and

roasting them on the premises in

small batches.

      

Kearney probably has one of the

oldest businesses still operating on

Golden Gate, though Stan Pedder of

Pedder, Hesseltine, Walker & Toth,

LLP (3445 Golden Gate Way) be-

lieves that he is the Way’s true vet-

eran.  “I bought this building to estab-

lish my law practice 55 years ago,”

says the lawyer who has no intention

of retiring anytime soon.  Pedder has

been a Lafayette resident since World

War II and he still remembers when

he and his friends played in the creek

that’s now behind his building and

when Golden Gate Way was part of

the main road going from Oakland to

Walnut Creek.  “Then the freeway

was built and Mount Diablo Boule-

vard and the Way fell asleep,” he says.

      

Not so, according to the owner of

one of the newest kids on the block,

Sewnow! (3534 Golden Gate Way).

“We love, love, love being here,” says

enthusiastic owner Susan Goldie,

who moved to Golden Gate Way a

few months ago. “It was a great

move; the students can walk safely

here.  We are located between the

park and the library, and, additionally,

for summer we can use the (Plaza)

park for a picnic.”  Goldie says that

her customers like the new space and

that the influence on the business has

been all good.  She also talks about

the synergy between the different in-

habitants on the street, business own-

ers and residents in apartment

buildings. 

      

“The other thing that’s cool is the

thrift shop (Nifty Thrift at # 3467)

across the street where kids get inspi-

ration working on vintage items, fab-

rics, or buttons.”  She adds that

inhabitants of the senior residence

close by are keeping them posted on

arts and crafts shows they participate

in. “We have a real sense of commu-

nity.”  

      

Kearney also talks about the rela-

tionships between the businesses on

the street and says his wife’s favorite

nail salon is just next door.  Steve

Benjamins, owner of Restoration

Piano (3434 Golden Gate Way) who

moved to Golden Gate four years ago,

can’t stop listing all the cross-business

that happens on his new street.  “The

GNU Group next door made my sign,

and when the Well Balanced Center

needed a large place to host a party for

their clients, they used my space,” he

says.  

      

Benjamins is a Golden Gate Way

enthusiast for many reasons. “Of my

37 years in business, the best three

have been here,” he says.  When he

first moved from the Berkeley area,

he was not sure if his piano restoration

and tuning business would thrive in a

recession, but it did. “This street is

eclectic, you find auto body stores,

nail salons, residences, a language

school (Viva El Español), health and

sports businesses, doctors, lawyers,

computer people (EDC computer),

but it has a special feel, off the beaten

path that I like,” he says.  He appreci-

ates that when a big truck pulls in

front of his store and someone starts

taking a piano away, residents across

the street call to make sure it is legiti-

mate. “I feel much safer than in

Berkeley,” he adds.

      

When the Lafayette Planning De-

partment had a visioning session for

the Golden Gate area, people said

they wanted a pedestrian-friendly cul-

tural and civic locale.  With the ele-

gant new library and new businesses

coming in, and the remaining charm

of old cottages like the Nifty Thrifty

and continuing renovation projects,

all the area needs to be pedestrian-

friendly are . . . pedestrians! 

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Coupons combinable, exp. 5/30/12

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
You can't control the
earthquake but you can take
action right now to control
the harmProtect your
family and home from
dangerous gas leaks and
explosion, a cause of 25% of
earthquake related fires!Head Frog Mo Williams

April is Earthquake Preparedness Month
When it comes to safety.......We Hop To It!

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

20% off 
Natural Gas 

Safety & Shut-off Valve
Installation*

$25 off 
Water heater
earthquake 
strapping*

$59 off 
Safety Plumbing Inspection*

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are intended
to inform the community about local business

activities, not to endorse a particular company,
product or service.

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
• Learn all of the software on your computer.
• Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.
• Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.
• Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
• Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.
• Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.
• Learn the latest software back-up techniques.
• Personal training in your home, at your pace.

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*exp. 6-30-2012

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

$25 OFF
one session*

“Over the years 
techmommy has been our computer 

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.

Thank goodness for techmommy. 
We would be lost without her!”

– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

Start Spring 
with a    

Clean Fast 
Computer!

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA CDA CCDS AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

$40 off
mention this ad to 

receive $40 off any 
dental tretment

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga

925-376-4602
1030 Country Club Drive

Member: 
ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

• Comfortable, Convenient 
Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry

• Certified in Full Mouth 
Reconstruction

“Nothing

makes me 

happier than 

to see 

you smile!”

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry Providing Personalized Care through Quality Dentistry

We have the 
answers  

You need only ask

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Since 1908 • CA Lic #489501 

Atlas Heating and A/C is the oldest residential heating company
in the Bay Area and has served Contra Costa County since the

beginning. The three principals have 96 years combined
experience in the business; we have been around the block a
few times.  Our know-how plus current rebates and specials

make this a good time to get answers to your comfort questions.
It’s time to get comfortable.TM
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Business Service Directory   
Construction

AdvertisingHired Labor

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Cleanup
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 7875743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

Heating Gardening

  ATLAS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING COMPANY

CA LIC. #489501

Old-fashioned service and
high-quality installations.

510-893-1343
www.atlasheating.com

Since 1908

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Reach 60,000+ 
in Lamorinda

Advertise in 
Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977

today

Painting Grout & Tile Underpinning

The Grout Specialist Co.

Say 
“Goodbye” 
to Ugly Grout!

• Grout Tile
• Cleaning Sealer
• Repair &

Restoration  

925-323-3914
www.groutspecialistco.com

CA Lic.#970721

Hire Local Labor!
Who we are:
Miramonte  Grads & Students

What do we do:
Window cleaning, weed whacking, 
car washing & detailing, painting, 
ivy removal,  property clean up, hedge
trimming, lawn & pool care, digging &
trenching, gardening, drip irrigation & more.
$13 per hour
Call: (925) 818-6937 or email: 
locallabor818@gmail.com

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can

be found at Across the Way in Moraga, www.amazon.com, and

www.taxbites.net. 

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

These recipe is available on our web site www.lamorindaweekly.com

If you would like to share your favorite recipe with Susie please contact

her by email or call our office at 925-377-0977.

La Contessa of  the Hen House
By Susie Iventosch

Following your favorite blog can

lead to some very exciting ad-

ventures, as Elizabeth Kirkpatrick,

owner of Lafayette's vintage Hen

House, recently discovered. Kirk-

patrick answered a request on food

editor and author Fifi O'Neill's blog

and as a result is now featured in

O'Neill's just released The Romantic

Prairie Cookbook as well as Where

Women Cook magazine.

      

O'Neill was searching for homes

that had a romantic country appeal for

her magazine and Kirkpatrick de-

cided to submit pictures of her own

home as an option. After living near

Florence, Italy for several years early

in their marriage, she and her hus-

band, Giampiero, wanted to infuse

their Orinda home with the same Ital-

ian charm and style they enjoyed in

the Italian countryside. One of their

first projects was to create an Italian

farmhouse kitchen.

      

"I informed Fifi that my house

has lots of color, which may not be

her thing, since romantic decor usu-

ally involves lots of white," Kirk-

patrick (also fondly known as La

Contessa) said.

      

It took six months to send out the

reconnaissance team to take prelimi-

nary photos for review, and nearly a

year later O'Neill and photographer

Mark Lohman arrived for a 12-hour

photo shoot where La Contessa

served up a lunch of Prosciutto and

Figs, Bread and Cheese, and Caprese

Salad. 

      

"They were beautiful, humble

people," Kirkpatrick said. "It was so

enjoyable to spend the day with

them."

      

Kirkpatrick is most definitely at

home in the kitchen, the family gath-

ering place where she finds joy in

cooking ... but this was not always the

case. Because her grandmother,

Dorothy B. Rankin, was the food and

wine editor for the Oakland Tribune,

and her mother collected cookbooks,

Kirkpatrick had an appreciation for

fine food, but did not really learn to

cook until Giampiero shared his pas-

sion for food and cooking with her.

      

"He first taught me to make a

sauce with garlic and oil," she said.

"Now, some of our favorite recipes

are tuna pasta with capers, parsley,

tomatoes and lemon (recipe below)

and salmon lasagna with bechamel

sauce."

      

Kirkpatrick said she learned to

cook as a means of survival, because

Giampiero, being a native Italian,

loves to eat and enjoys the typical Ital-

ian meal beginning with a pasta dish,

followed by the entree, fresh fruits

and vegetables, salad and perhaps

dessert. Meals at the Kirkpatrick's

house are never of the “dine and

dash” sort, but rather an event topping

off each day. 

      

Kirkpatrick's finely honed skills

in the kitchen are not lost on her sons,

Kristopher, 24, and Nicholas, 22. She

was delighted when Nicholas called

to request that she write down her

recipes for him.

      

"It doesn't have to be by Christ-

mas," he said. "But by my next birth-

day would be great!"

      

And though we won't get the en-

tire collection her sons will receive,

we can all find several of La Con-

tessa's recipes published in Where

Women Cook and The Romantic

Prairie Cookbook, including Gur-

guglione (literally "bubbling up")

pasta, Anchovy-stuffed zucchini blos-

soms, Savory grilled lamb chops with

rosemary, Prosciutto with fresh figs,

Grilled Tartine with eggs and peppers,

and Tomato mozzarella salad.

      

Buon appetito!

To purchase a copy of The
Romantic Prairie Cookbook or
to meet La Contessa in
person, please visit the Hen
House at 20 Lafayette Circle in
Lafayette.
(925) 962-1776
www.vintagehenhouse.com

Gurguglione
(Makes 6 Servings)

INGREDIENTS

3 tablespoons olive oil
3 garlic cloves, chopped
1 small yellow onion, chopped
2 Asian eggplants, cut into 3/4-inch cubes
3 zucchini, sliced into 1/4-inch rounds
3 yellow or red bell peppers, seeded, de-veined
and cut into long, narrow strips
10 ounces plum tomatoes, peeled and chopped
Salt and pepper, to taste

DIRECTIONS

In a pot over low heat, warm olive oil. Add garlic
and onion, and sauté until translucent, about 5
minutes.

Add eggplants, zucchini and peppers, and sauté
for about 3 minutes, stirring frequently.

Add tomatoes and season to taste with salt and pepper. Cover and cook on low heat until flavors
are blended, about 40 minutes. If necessary, add a little water to keep vegetables moist.

Spoon into a serving dish and serve while warm.

Tuna Pasta with capers, tomatoes, parsley and
lemon
(Serves 4)

INGREDIENTS

1 can chunk light tuna, packed in oil
(12-ounce can is fine)
1/2 cup sliced olives
1/4 cup capers
1/2 cup chopped fresh Italian parsley
Juice of one lemon
1 14-ounce can crushed tomatoes OR 1
to 2 cups diced garden-fresh tomatoes
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 16-ounce box penne pasta

DIRECTIONS

Drain tuna and put in a bowl with olives, capers, lemon juice and tomatoes. Pour olive oil over the
mixture until it covers the top of the tomatoes. Sprinkle the parsley over mixture and mix all of the
ingredients together. Cover with plastic wrap and let sit all day on the counter, not in direct sun-
light, but not in the refrigerator.  Stir occasionally throughout the day.

Make pasta according to directions on box. Drain and pour sauce on top. Serve immediately, while
pasta is hot.

Susie's notes:  I used sliced green Greek olives and fresh tomatoes. Also, we used tuna packed in
water, which worked fine. And finally, although it is excellent with the canned tuna, I think this dish
would also be delicious with grilled fresh Ahi in place of the canned tuna.

Elizabeth Kirkpatrick in front of her cute little Hen House boutique in
Lafayette Photos Susie Iventosch

Elizabeth Kirkpatrick's Tuna, Caper & Olive Pasta

Elizabeth Kirkpatrick of Orinda featured in
Where Women Cook Magazine

CA License:  #616357

376-3380   
MORAGA

steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE  ESTIMATES  
IMPECCABLE  
REFERENCES



ART

Moraga Art Gallery's new show,

“Beautiful America,” features the

oil paintings of gallery member and

local Moraga artist Ginny Ruble, as

well as guest artist Linda Hanford

whose work reflects her love of the

nature, landscapes, and seascapes of

California. The show runs through

June 2. 

Saint Mary's College Museum of

Art Exhibits: Master Artist Tribute

IX: Richard McLean; River of

Words Art & Poetry Exhibition;

William Keith and the California

Oak, 11am - 4:30pm, Wednesday -

Sunday through June 10 at the Mu-

seum of Art, Saint Mary's College of

California, 1928 St. Mary's Road,

Moraga. Cost: Adults $5, Free for K-

12 students and Saint Mary's stu-

dents and faculty.

Town Hall Theater in conjunction

with the Lamorinda Arts Alliance

is pleased to present a solo show by

watercolor artist George Ehrenhaft

through May 26.  His landscapes in-

clude places near and far - from

Lafayette Reservoir to Kathmandu.

The art show is free and can be seen

most weekdays after 3pm and before

performances at the Town Hall The-

ater, 3535 School Street, Lafayette.

(925) 283-1557. For more informa-

tion on George Ehrenhaft, visit

www.mesart.com/gehrenhaft.

The Oakland Art Association is

having a viewing at the Orinda Li-

brary in June. There will be a recep-

tion from 2- 4pm June 3. The library

is located at 26 Orinda Way in

Orinda. For more info, call (925)

254-2184. 

MUSIC

The Contra Costa Performing Arts

(PAS) is having a concert including

vocal, chamber and piano classical

music May 25 at 10:30am, the Grace

Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice Val-

ley Blvd., Walnut Creek. This Friday

morning’s concert opens with a

Poulenc sonata for violin and piano,

followed by six songs for the tenor

voice. The song composers include

Handel, Gluck, Schubert and Schu-

mann. Jan Koetsier's Dresdner Trio

for oboe, horn and piano appears

next. The program concludes with

Debussy piano preludes. Free. For

more info, visit www.ccpas.org. 

Concert at Orinda Community

Church. Gabriel Faure's transcen-

dent and popular Requiem will be

performed at 4pm May 27 at the

Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin

Way, Orinda, by the Chancel Choir

and Orchestra under the direction of

David Milnes.  The performance will

be given in honor of the Reverend

Frank and Margaret Baldwin, who

are retiring from the church after 14

years of service. Everyone is wel-

come.  For more info, please call

(925) 254-4906. 

Lafayette’s Annual Jazz Café will

have a fabulous lineup featuring:

The Stanley Groove Merchants, The

Dominant 7, The Stanley Thundering

Herd, The Gypsy Chix, The Stanley

Jazz Messengers and The Acalanes

Jazz Ensemble. There will be

scrumptious food, dessert, coffee, and

beverages available for purchase. The

event is a fundraiser for the Stanley

Middle School Jazz department.

There will also be drawings to give

away fabulous prizes. The event will

be held June 1 at 6pm in the Stanley

Middle School Auditorium, 3455

School Street, Lafayette. General Ad-

mission $10 per person and children

under 6 are free. 

Amici Lyric Opera presents so-

prano, Elena Yakoubovsky, in an

encore performance of her praised

Russian Album solo recital Friday,

June 1, at 7pm, Lafayette Library

Hall, 491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Cost: $15 Seniors/Students, $20 Gen-

eral. For tickets and info, call (925)

964 -9994 or visit www.amicilyric-

opera.com.

Jazz Piano Concert. The Contra

Costa Performing Arts Society will

perform standards from the Great

American Songbook plus original

jazz compositions at 8pm June 1, the

Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100

Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek.

Free. For more info, visit

www.ccpas.org or call (925) 939-

7465. 

David Morales and the hundred-

voice Cantare Con Vivo Sym-

phonic Chorale close their Silver

Anniversary season with a stunning

concert of American music, along

with several Spanish songs including

Lara’s Granada, as they embark on an

international concert tour to Spain.

The audience will enjoy marvelous

arrangements of folk songs, early

American hymns, songs by Ellington,

“Fats” Waller, Billy Joel, Michael

Jackson, African American spirituals

and gospel selections. The concert

will be performed June 2 at 7:30pm,

the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian

Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

Tickets are $35 General, $30 Senior,

$10 Youth. Visit www.cantarecon-

vivo.org or call (510) 836-0789 for

tickets.

Celebrate the Evening with Piano

Music. Join Oakland East Bay Gay

Men's Chorus Interim Artistic Direc-

tor Stephanie Lynne Smith and Board

Member Valdez Hi for a benefit

recital sponsored by the Reconciling

in Christ Committee June 2 at

6:30pm, Our Savior's Lutheran

Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette.

For more info, visit www.oebgmc.org

or call 800-706-2389. Tickets are $20

and up. 

Vocal Concert. There will be a con-

cert performed by the winners of a

voice competition for high school stu-

dents. The concert of mainly classical

music and sponsored by the Contra

Costa Performing Arts Society is

scheduled for Tuesday June 5, the Mt.

Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church,

55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek. Free.

For more info, visit www.ccpas.org or

call (925) 939-7465.

WomenSing's June Concerts.

WomenSing will delight choral and

classical music fans with their Full

Circle concert from 8 to 9:30pm

Wednesday, June 6 at

Lafayette/Orinda Presbyterian

Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

For more information please visit

www.womensing.org or call (925)

974-9169. Tickets are $25 for pre-

mium, $20 for general, $18 for Sen-

iors, $10 Student/Youth. 

Piano Concert by the Contra Costa

Performing Arts Society. The pianist

members will perform mainly classi-

cal selections June 10 at 2 pm, the

Grace Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice

Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. Free. For

more info, visit www.ccpas.org or call

(925) 939-7465.

Audition now for the award-win-

ning WomenSing, one of the East

Bay’s premier ensembles. Wom-

enSing is holding auditions June 11

by appointment for experienced

singers. For more info, visit

www.womensing.org or call (925)

974-9169. 

THEATER

Company C Contemporary Ballet

presents a Spring Program full of

energy and romance May 25-27,

Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic

Drive, Walnut Creek.  Cost: $23-$45.

For more info, visit www.company-

cballet.org or call (925) 708-0752. 

Shaw's Classic, Pygmalion. Town

Hall Theatre closes out their 2011-

2012 Main Stage season with George

Bernard Shaw’s classic comedy about

class and gender, Pygmalion. Pyg-

malion runs from June 2-23, with pre-

views on May 31 and June 1. It is

rated PG and is approximately two

hours long. Tickets are $29 for adults,

preview or matinee, $32 for Thursday,

Friday, and Saturday evenings. Sen-

iors and youth $25 for preview or

matinee, $29 for Thursday, Friday,

and Saturday evenings. Contact Town

Hall Theatre Box Office at (925) 283-

1557, or purchase online at

www.TownHallTheatre.com.

Wagner Ranch Elementary School

proudly presents its annual spring

musical, Seussical Jr., Friday, June 1

and Saturday, June 2. Seussical Jr. is

based on the Broadway production

that combines the story lines of Dr.

Seuss’s most beloved books. Show

times are 4pm and 7pm on Friday,

June 1, and 3pm and 7pm on Satur-

day, June 2. Tickets can be purchased

at the door or on-line at www.shot-

tix4u.com. The prices are $12 re-

served and $9 general seating. For

more information, visit

www.orindaschools.or/wagnerranch. 

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Clare Cooper Marcus, Professor

Emeritus in the Department of Ar-

chitecture and Landscape Architecture

at UC Berkeley, introduces her com-

pelling memoir, Iona Dreaming, May

24 from 7:30-9pm at the Community

Hall. If you believe in the importance

of an examined life and seek a more

authentic life, share an evening with

us. Free. Books will be available for

sale and signing after the event. 

Debunking the War on Terror That

Washington Still Wants to Wage

with Paul W. Rea, PhD, author of

Mounting Evidence, a comprehensive

book about 9/11. Potluck from 6- 7pm

Thursday, May 24 at the Mt. Diablo

Peace and Justice Center, 55 Eckley

Lane, Walnut Creek. Cost is a sug-

gested donation of $20 and a dish to

share. For more information please

visit www.mtdpc.org or call (925)

933-7850. 

Self-Discovery and Aging, Creative

Writing Workshop. Write to explore

issues around aging, emotion, percep-

tion and get support to write on any

topic. Workshop sessions include

writing prompts, feedback, encour-

agement, and information May 28

and June 11 from noon - 2pm at the

Lafayette Community Center in the

Elderberry Room. Sessions are $1 for

Members and $3 for Non-Members.

... continued on next page
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.
Programs for children & youth

fàA Z|Äxá XÑ|ávÉÑtÄ V{âÜv{
A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH!

INCLUSIVE, THOUGHTFUL  •  TRADITIONAL SERVICE AND MUSIC
YET FORWARD LOOKING & OPEN MINDED

Meeting Sundays at 9am
St. Mary's College Chapel

925 376-5770  •  www.stgiles-moraga.org

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorinda

weekly.com

The Orinda 
Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:40 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:15 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette



LECTURE & LITERATURE

... continued

Understanding Public Employee

Pensions – a presentation by Dan

Borenstein about the problems of

public-employee pension funding. At

this event Borenstein will explain the

inner-workings of these retirement

plans, delving into how they are fi-

nanced and why they are leaving bil-

lions of dollars of debt for our

children to pay. The event is Thurs-

day, June 21 at 7pm, the Orinda Li-

brary Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way,

Orinda. Free. 

The Half Price Book Sale will be

held Saturday, May 29, from 9am-

5pm at the Friends Corner Book Shop

at the corner of First and Golden Gate

in Lafayette

Friends of the Orinda Library

Book Sale Thursday, June 7 from

10am -1pm in the sorting room and

book shop, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda

Way, Orinda. Funds raised are used

for books, other library materials, and

programs. For more info, call (925)

254-1358.

Orinda Books Event:  Marty

Brounstein will discuss and sign

copies of his new book, a remarkable

true story, Two Among the Righteous

Few: A Story of Courage in the Holo-

caust, Saturday, June 9, Orinda

Books, 276 Village Square, Orinda.

For more info, visit www.orind-

abooks.com or contact Janet Boreta at

(925) 254-7606.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Family Activity Day & Open House

at Roughing It Day Camp. This is a

great opportunity for new families to

see our site and try some camp activ-

ities Saturday, June 2 at 10am, 3849

Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. For more

info, visit www.roughingit.com or

call (925) 283-3795. 

POISE Family Park Day:  Orinda

families who have a child in Special

Education can enjoy an afternoon of

friendship and fun! Meet other fami-

lies and reconnect with friends, while

the kids run and play Sunday, June 3,

2:30-4:30pm, Dalewood Park, Orinda

(Corner of Dalewood Dr./Sundown

Terrace).  Please bring your own

snacks, drinks and a blanket. No

RSVP needed.  For questions or sug-

gestions, e-mail

cabennett_98@yahoo.com or visit

www.orindapoise.org.

OTHER

Synchronized Swimming. Walnut

Creek Aquanuts will be performing

Celebration of Champions Saturday,

June 16 from 5- 8 pm at Heather

Farm Park, Clarke Memorial Swim

Center. Tickets are available at the

door for $15. For more info, visit

www.aquanuts.org.

Anne Randolph Workshop. Anne

Randolph, RPT, has been practicing

physical therapy for 32 years. Learn

how improving posture and muscle

strength can reduce or eliminate pain

altogether. The workshop is May 25

from 11:30am to 12:30pm at the

Lafayette Community Center in the

Sequoia Room. Please call (925) 284-

5050 to register. The cost is $1 for

Members and $3 for Non-Members.

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot. A commu-

nity-wide celebration and night of

learning from teachers of the Bay Area

Jewish community presented by JCC

of the East Bay May 26 – 27, 6:15pm

until dawn at JCC East Bay, 1414 Wal-

nut Street, Berkeley. For more info,

visit

www.jcceastbay.org/events/2012/05/2

6/jewishlife/tikkun-leyl-shavuot/ or

call (510) 229-8993. Free. 

Stage Your Home Like a Pro. Get

tips and inspiration on how to turn

any room into a showroom. Learn the

tricks of professional home stagers.

Get planning help, ideas, and re-

sources on home improvement. There

will be a presentation Tuesday, May

29 from 10:30am to noon at the

Lafayette Community Center in the

Elderberry Room. The cost is $1 for

Members and $3 for Non-Members.

Please call (925) 284-5050 to sign up. 

"Saving Orinda's Oldest Treasure."

There will be a presentation by Kent

Long on the progress and challenges

related to preserving the oldest build-

ing in the county, the Joaquin Moraga

Adobe May 30 at 6:30pm in the Fel-

lowship Hall at the Orinda Commu-

nity Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda.

Free. For more info, call (925) 254-

8444.

Find Your Perfect Match at Mad-

die’s® Matchmaker Adoptathon.

Visit ARF on June 9 and 10 when pup-

pies, kittens, dogs and cats all go home

with no adoption fees, and ARF re-

ceives a grant of at least $500 from

Maddie’s Fund® for each qualifying

adoption - helping us rescue even

more! Limit of two adoptions per

household; standard adoption criteria

apply. Tony La Russa’s Animal Res-

cue Foundation, 2890 Mitchell Drive,

Walnut Creek; phone (925) 256-1273.

Making Strides Against Breast Can-

cer 5k Walk Saturday, June 16. Reg-

istration 8am; walk at 9am., Heather

Farm Park, Walnut Creek. How Far is

it? 5k equals about 3 miles. For more

info, or to register visit http://mak-

ingstrides.acsevents.org/walnutcreek.

Theater View Veterinary Clinic

open house June 16, 3-5pm, 1 Bates

Blvd., Orinda. Receive free heartworm

tests (for the first 90 visitors), free nail

trims for dogs and cats, and treats for

pets and their people. 

Lamorinda Dogs Off Leashed Party

Saturday, June 2, 6pm, Rancho La-

guna Park, Moraga. Please bring a dish

to share, a beverage to enjoy and a dog

waste bag to clean up after your dog.

eWaste & Documents for Shredding

Fundraiser for Loaves and Fishes of

Contra Costa County. This is an event

for recycling and shredding from 9am-

10 pm June 16 at the Lafayette Chris-

tian Church, 584 Glenside Drive,

Lafayette. Cost: $5 fee for certain

items and $8 for shredding per

Bankers Box. For more info, visit

www.ctrecycling.net or call (510) 352-

2665.

Motorama World of Wheels. Lam-

orinda Sunrise Rotary is presenting

Lafayette's premiere auto show. See

classic cars, bikes, and motorcycles

Sunday, June 17 from 9am to 4pm at

the Clock Tower and Bank of the West

parking lots on Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette. There will be food, bever-

ages, raffles, car swag, live entertain-

ment, and more. For more info, visit

www.motorama.us. Free.

Loaves and Fishes first Annual

Event “Food for Thought” summer

garden party Sunday, June 24 from 2-

5pm, Hacienca de las Flores, 2100

Donald Drive, Moraga. $50 per per-

son. Food prepared and served by

renowned East Bay’s chefs as well as

live and silent auctions.  All proceeds

from this event will benefit Loaves

and Fishes of Contra Costa County, a

local agency that has been providing

hot nutritious meals for those in need

since 1983. To purchase tickets, visit

www.loavesfishescc.org and click on

Register~Food for Thought or call

(925) 687-6760.

CLUBS

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda

Branch 171 meets the first Wednes-

day monthly (social hour at 11am;

lunch at noon) at Holy Trinity Culture

Center, 1700 School Street, Moraga.

The next after-lunch speaker will be

Tapan Monrose whose topic will be

"The Economy as Seen by Tapan.”

Monrose usually covers issues relating

to our nation, state, and personal fi-

nances. For more info, contact Larry

at (925) 631-9528. 
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Ihave to say I was hesitant about how screenwriters

Shauna Cross (Whip It) and Heather Hach (Freaky

Friday) were going to adapt the bestseller “What To

Expect When You’re Expecting” from Heidi Murkoff,

dubbed by the New York Times as “the pregnancy

bible,” into a feature film, but they did it and did it

right!  As with the book, the movie addresses all as-

pects of pregnancy, from miscarriage to adoption,

mood swings and emotional breakdowns down to can-

kles!    

     

The film follows five couples through different

stages of pregnancy. The ensemble cast including

Cameron Diaz, Jennifer Lopez, Elizabeth Banks (The

40 Year Old Virgin), Brooklyn Decker (Just Go With

It), Matthew Morrison (Glee), Ben Falcone (Brides-

maids), Dennis Quaid, Chris Rock, and Rodrigo San-

toro (300).  All do an admirable job. However, I would

have to say that Rebel Wilson (Bridesmaids) was the

scene-stealer.  Wilson had several of the funniest lines

in the movie as the eccentric sales girl in the maternity

store. One of the best lines was delivered to her boss:

"Can I take my 15-minute Facebook break?”  

     

As with most pregnancies, surprises happen along

the way and this screenplay touches on those moments.

All pregnancies are different; some easy, some not so

easy, some complicated and some tragic.   High praise

must be given to the screenwriters as well as to the di-

rector, Kirk Jones (Waking Ted Devine), for keeping

the non-comedic, difficult elements in the film.   

     

It was enjoyable to watch “What to Expect When

You’re Expecting” and reminded me of trying to find

a banana cream pie at 2:30 a.m. to satisfy my wife’s

craving.   All I can say is thank you Nations for being

open 24 hours a day.   I highly recommend this enter-

taining movie.  Make it a girls’ night out, but this time

bring along the husbands or significant others as every-

one will find some exceedingly funny moments to

share, remember and rekindle.

Derek Zemrak is a Film Critic, Film Producer and Founder
of the California Independent Film Festival.  You can follow
Derek on Twitter @zemrak for the latest Hollywood news.

What to Expect
When You’re
Expecting
By Derek Zemrak

Photo Lions Gate Entertainment

Food for Thought
A Summer Garden Party

June

• Food prepared and served by renowned East Bay’s chefs
Jeff Asadi La Finestra
Jon Avalos Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa
Stewart Beatty Postino
Philippe Chevalier Chevalier Restaurant
Jeff Erb & Vince Herera Back 40 BBQ
Frank Palmer Diablo Country Club
Darius Somary Springloaf Catering
John Townsend Orinda Country Club
Scott Wall Lark Creek Walnut Creek
Kevin Weinberg Walnut Creek Yacht Club

• Live and silent auctions showcasing local artists, sports 
memorabilia and a luxury destination trip to Hawaii

• Entertainment by Generations in Jazz, Pamela Freund 
Striplen – Violist and Wendy Tamis – Harpist

• Bocce ball and croquet on the beautiful grounds
• Wine Tasting, beer and other beverages

When: Sunday, June 24
Time: 2:00pm—5:00pm
Where: Hacienda De Las Flores

2100 Donald Dr., Moraga

Cost: $50 per ticket

Ticket information: visit www.Loavesfishescc.org or call (925) 687-6760

to benefit:

Did You Know:
1 in 6 Contra Costans live below the poverty line?
1 in 4 children in Contra Costa experience hunger each year?
Loaves and Fishes serves over 750 meals a day to the hungry!

All proceeds from this event will benefit Loaves and Fishes of Contra Costa.
This entirely local non-profit agency has been providing hot nutritious
meals for those in need since 1983, over 3.7 million meals served!
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Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Camp Lisa
Dogsitting

in my home
Lisa Gillett

1260 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556(925)631-1063

www.CampLisaMoragaandAussiesToo.com

Ken C. Young - Fine Art Images

Scenic Note Cards
Moraga and St. Mary’s

See many of 
my Note 
Cards at 

www.Kynotecards.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS
Moraga - 925-376-4602

1030 Country Club Drive

Providing Personalized Care 
through Quality Dentistry

Member: ADA • CDA • CCDS • AACD

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga

Located on Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

925 - 377 - 1908

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Now FREE WiFi - Internet!

Dirty House?

www.totalclean.biz
376.1004

$20
Eye Brow &

Lip Wax

* New clients only 
exp.  6/30/12

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 

(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)
Moraga’s Premier Salon

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

CA License:  #616357

376-3380   MORAGA
steven_thaw@yahoo.com

FREE  ESTIMATES   
IMPECCABLE  REFERENCES

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California Brake, 

Lamp & Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste l

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Terry Wolff Stratton
HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076
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Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

KARATE 
BENEFITS 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

• Self-Defense 
• Fitness 
• Art 
• Sport 
• Discipline 
• Better School 

Grades 
• LIFE SKILLS 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

KKarate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Karate & Fitness Place USA 

1375 Moraga Way, Moraga 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Karate Classes 
For the Whole Family 

925-376-3667 

Providing the market 
edge for you • Home Staging

• Color Consultation 
• Redesign,giving a fresh 

look with your own items

Nikolene Isely, 
MA, CSP,LGLS,IDS

Staging By Design
cell (925) 360-0947
www.stagerbydesign.com

Michelle Branchaud Simi, M.D.
"Doctor to You"

Home Health Back to Basics

General Medicine, Psychiatry, Family Counseling,
Minor Procedures, Home Health Aide Available

925.631.0737
Board Certified

Member American Academy of Family Physicians

Rheem Valley Center  •  Moraga  •  (925) 376-8399

Small Animal Grooming,
Small Animal Boarding

Holistic Pet Food
Huge Selection of Toys &

Pet Accessories

15% OFF
PET FOOD & SUPPLIES*

*except dog & cat food, Frontline, Advantage
& Advantix). Must present coupon. Limit one
per customer. Not valid with any other offer.

Exp. May 31, 2012

Neutered

Rabbits

avail. here!
www.lafayettepet.com

Carrying everything you need for your pets!

build like it matters  |  since 1966

925 country club drive
moraga ca 94556
925.376.3486

www.canyonconstruction.com

professional remodeling 
& custom homes
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P040036 02/04      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

3630 Park Blvd. Oakland, CA 94610
P (510) 482 0300    www.canyondesignbuild.com

Residential Design
and Remodeling
Kitchens | Baths | Decks
Master Suites  | Additions

#B285785

Miramonte Boys’ Tennis Takes First in NCS
By Simon Tryzna

For the first time since 2002, Mi-

ramonte can lay claim to being

the best boys’ tennis team on the

North Coast. On May 12, the Mata-

dors took out third-seed Campolindo

in the morning before upsetting two-

time defending champion and num-

ber one seed, Monte Vista, 6-1 to take

home the title.

      

The road to the championship

match began with a 7-0 thrashing of

Maria Carrillo (Santa Rosa) in Orinda

on Tuesday, May 8. 

      

Following the match, Coach

Michael McCollum said that the team

followed the game plan. “They’re a

young team. [We] did exactly what

we intended to do.”

      

Two days later, Miramonte hosted

San Ramon Valley, a team they de-

feated earlier in the year. “[San

Ramon has] a tradition of success,”

said McCollum. “[They play in] one

of the best conferences for tennis.

Team has real talent.”

      

While Miramonte won by a score

of 5-2, the matches were closer than

the numbers suggest. 

      

San Ramon Valley has three

strong pairs of doubles and the two

teams split the first two doubles

points. The Mats’ number one dou-

bles pair was challenged from the get-

go. They dropped the first set 3-6, but

recovered to pick up a point, winning

the last two sets 6-1, 6-2. 

      

On the singles side, senior

Michael Krakaris dispatched his San

Ramon Valley counterpart 6-0, 6-0,

finishing 25 minutes before teammate

Peter Martin dropped the first set of

his match. Martin went on to pull off

a thrilling 6-7 (9), 6-4, 10-8 (tiebreak)

win. 

      

McCollum was happy with the

team win. “The match went as I ex-

pected. Thought we’d sweep singles

(won three of four) and win two of

three doubles.” 

      

Awaiting Miramonte in the semi-

finals was the only team who had

beaten Miramonte this year—their

Lamorinda rival, Campolindo. 

      

The Cougars, led by captain

Maks Tsvetkov, beat Clayton Valley

in the first round 6-1 before downing

California 5-2 to create yet another re-

match versus the Mats.

      

Miramonte defeated Campolindo

in the James Logan Championship

and at home in league play, yet lost to

the Cougars in Moraga for their only

loss of the year. 

      

The familiarity helped Mira-

monte more than it did Campolindo.

Luke Bohuslav dispatched Tsvetkov

7-5, 6-1 to set the pace for his team,

and the Matadors lost only three sets

in the match. Two of the losses came

to Campolindo’s freshman, Tilden

Oliver, as he defeated Krakaris 6-3, 6-

3. 

      

Despite the loss to Miramonte,

Campolindo’s head coach Petro Pe-

treas was happy with his team’s per-

formance in the regular season and in

the playoffs. “Our guys played well in

all three matches. We were the only

team to beat Miramonte during the

season, but we just weren’t able to do

it a second time. I’m proud of the sea-

son as a whole and thankful to our

graduating seniors.”

      

Miramonte’s win set up a duel of

the top two seeds as they faced Monte

Vista later on Saturday. Bohuslav

once again led the way with a 6-2, 6-

2 win. Krakaris pulled out a thrilling

three-set win, and the Matadors hung

on to win 5-2. 

      

With the NCS Title secured, Mi-

ramonte next travels to Natomas Rac-

quet Club in Sacramento to

participate in the CIF NorCal Team

Tennis Championships on Friday.

Acalanes was represented in
the postseason by Dan Cardiff.
Cardiff beat Jonathan Kim of
Clayton Valley in the first round
of the singles tournament be-
fore falling to the overall num-
ber one seed.

Michael Krakario Peter Martin Photos Andy Scheck

Lafayette Swim Conference Plunges
into First Year
By Cathy Dausman

There will be a new conference

on the starting blocks this year

at recreational swim meets in Lam-

orinda. The newly-formed Lafayette

Swim Conference (LSC) will serve

more than 1,000 swimmers in five

swim clubs: the Lafayette Moraga

Youth Association (LMYA), Oak-

wood Athletic Club, Rancho Col-

orados, Springbrook and Sun Valley

pools. Gayle Burleigh and Lauren

Webster will serve jointly as board

co-presidents for the LSC, which be-

gins on June 9.

      

The LSC conference began as

the result of multiple poolside con-

versations among board members

from several clubs:  Ted Liu (Sun

Valley), Kaaren Brickman (Spring-

brook), Kristi Buck (LMYA), Jon

Wheeler and Carol Spiering (Rancho

Colorados), and Mike Millimen

(Oakwood). They then presented the

idea to their respective clubs.  

      

Last July, LSC held its first offi-

cial meeting; by October bylaws

were in place. 

      

“[It] probably surprised a lot of

people,” says Liu in reference to the

fact the conference was up and run-

ning within a year. Wheeler agrees,

saying the organization did an “un-

believable job getting going.”

      

Still, Wheeler wonders about

growing pains this year, but says, “by

year three, this will be so great.”  

      

Those familiar with Lamorinda’s

swim culture know the idea of a no-

cut summer sport open to children

ages 5 to18 has broad appeal. Spier-

ing says recreational swimming is a

sport in which the whole family can

compete. “Your kids can grow up at

swim club,” she says. 

      

Buck says LSC wants to be in-

clusive for swimmers of every ability

level, and wants to make its program

a positive experience, especially for

teens.  

      

In addition to offering more

awards, LSC has decided not to

score dual meets. It is doubling the

number of competitors eligible for

final swim rounds.  LSC will also

emphasize out-of-pool socializing.

The conference has scheduled a Bay

Area beach cleanup for its members,

and a trip to a Concord waterpark. To

kick off the season, LSC will host a

teen social (tacos, and live DJ music,

$15 per person) at Rancho Colorados

Pool on June 21.

      

Only Lafayette’s Las Trampas

pool will not join LSC in 2012.

Swim team co-director Kevin

Strohmeyer says that Las Trampas

has been well-served by the Diablo

Community Swim League for over

50 years.

      

However, Strohmeyer is ex-

cited for the other programs. “We

have been in contact with the

founding teams of the new league

and are excited about many of the

ideas we have heard and will con-

tinue to watch the development of

the new league/conference as we

continually assess the needs of our

team.” 

      

League co-president Gayle

Burleigh says, “This year is our beta

test to work out all the kinks.  We

hope that the other Lafayette team

will join us and we have had discus-

sions with Pleasant Hill [Swim Club]

to have them join us in 2013 as

well.” 

      

Wheeler predicts the LSC inau-

gural season will be “the beginning

of magic.”

      

Lafayette Swim Conference is

not yet online, but expects to have its

website running next month

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant/Owner/Partner

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
DRE License #01111347/NMLS #274107

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated figures
and information available at the time of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying.

Stonecastle Land and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103 • Danville • CA DRE Lic. # 01327738, NMLS#280803

Fixed Rates to $417,000   Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE             APR            RATE          APR

30 Year Fixed 3.625% 3.625% 3.875% 3.875%

15 Year Fixed 2.875% 2.875% 3.375% 3.375%

Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Office: (925) 253-2148

Cell: (510) 918-8911

Email: honens@pacbell.net
ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

RATES HAVE NEVER BEEN LOWER!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO

$2,000,000!
4.25% /4.25% APR

GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM
THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED

PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

Serving clients, friends and family in your neighborhood since 1989.
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Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified

Music Lessons

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Painting

Mark Alexander
Owner

(925) 370-6558 • (925) 787-6684 cell
grizzmark@sbcglobal.net

I’m local, and I’m a very nice guy!

LET ME BRIGHTEN
YOUR HOME!

Specializing in 
high quality interior painting

Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

Fix, Paint, Repair anything.
Professional & Reliable
Call Terry 925-788-1663

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Computer lessons

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

On-Site Computer Service
• All Major Brands • Troubleshooting • Wireless

Networking • Data Recovery • Website Design &
Hosting • Technology Consulting • Virus/Spyware Removal
• Affordable Rates • Certified Technicians 
925-322-9577 • 510-225-5061
www.fastteks.com • wli@fastteks.com

SWARTS 
CONSTRUCTION
• Free Estimates
• Drainage
• Remodel 

• Seismic Retrofit
• House Leveling 
• 35 yrs. Lamorinda

INSURED BONDED  Lic# 613717

925.250.6610
www.swartsco.com 

Voice & Piano Lessons 

with Carolyn Wolf

Near Acalanes HS  925-937-2104

reach 60,000+ 
with your ad

Say “Goodbye” to Ugly Grout!
• Grout Tile • Cleaning Sealer
• Repair & Restoration  
The Grout Specialist Co.

925-323-3914, www.groutspecialistco.com

Grout & Tile

CA Lic#970721

FLO’S HAULING
Quick & easy - reasonable rates
(925) 521-4767

Hauling

Carpet Repair

Quality Painting
Affordable Prices & Reliable Service.
All qualified craftsmen. Complete &

thorough preparation, drywall texture &
repair, wallpaper removal, acoustic ceiling

removal & color matching. 35 years
experience. License # 500800

Telephone: (925) 687-2265

CARPET REPAIR
Patching • Seams • Stretching

Small Jobs Welcome
Local 25 Years

State License #704323
Call John (925) 676-2255

AIMTACK CARPET REPAIR

Swim Team Gives Back
Submitted by Roxie Maisano

Caroline Wash, Jillian Wickline,

and Coach Kate Mihelich had fun

while picking up trash on Ocean Beach

at Sun Valley Swim Team's second an-

nual S.O.S. Save Our Seas Beach

Clean Up. Around 30 swimmers and

their families joined team coaches in

kicking off the swim season while

helping out the San Francisco Chapter

of the Surfrider Foundation on May 6. 

Photo Maureen Wickline

Lamorinda CYO Competes
at Diocesan Meet
Submitted by Jeanne Balczewski

The Lamorinda CYO track team

competed in the Diocesan track

meet on May 12 at Granada High

School in Livermore.  There were

many outstanding performances, in-

cluding a first place finish by the third

grade boys’ 4x100m relay and a first

place finish by the third grade girls of

St. Perpetua in the 4x100m relay. The

eighth grade boys’ 4x100m team fin-

ished second and in sprint medley,

took first.

From left: Caitlin Smith, Madison Rogers, Lyla Cox and Megan Go
Photo Caroline Cox

Sherman Dive Results
Submitted by Steve Sherman

Sherman divers competed at the

Santa Clara Diving Future

Champions Invitational on April 28. 

FC Level 3, Girls: 

3 meter (12 girls competed):

Brianna Stonitsch (Walnut Creek),

2nd place

Kendall Martin (Orinda), 4th place

Asha Singh (Lafayette), 6th place

1 meter (18 girls competed):

Singh, 7th place

Martin, 8th place

Stonitsch, 10th place

FC Level 6, Girls:

1 meter (9 girls competed):

Katrina Drake (Orinda), 2nd place

3 meter (9 girls competed):

Drake, 6th place

From left: Katrina, Brianna, Steve, Asha, and Kendall Photo provided

DFAL Dive Meet Results
Submitted by Marie Estorge

The DFAL meet was held at Cam-

polindo on Saturday, May 12.  Heidi

Homma of Miramonte and Joe Zacharin of

Campolindo qualified for this meet. 

      

Nine CLAM divers competed at NCS on

May 17th at Cowell Pool in Concord.Asher

Lichtig of Acalanes earned first place. He was

the only diver to execute an inward 2.5 som-

ersault. Maren Kjell of Campolindo finished

in fifth place. 

DFAL Meet Results:
Athlete School Total Points Place
Girls - Varsity
Morgan Matranga Campolindo 466.50 1
Maren Kjell Campolindo 456.10 2
Miranda Gold Acalanes 432.05 3
Alyssa Parsons Campolindo 411.00 4
Heidi Homma Miramonte 295.40 5
Boys - Varsity
Asher Lichtig Acalanes 518.15 1
Joe Zacharin Campolindo 297.70 3

Boys 2012 NCS medal winners

Girls 2012 NCS medal winners Photos provided

We Are Not Tutors! 
Experienced Educators/Special

Education. Harvard.UC. Berkeley

Degrees! Learn Study Skills,

Test Taking, & Organizational

Skills. 1 wk. Intensives.  2hrs. a day

@ $35.50/hr. Lamorinda 6.21-26

and 7/23-27.  Danville 7/23-27. 

E-mail jirenejones@gmail.com

or call (925) 482-4660.  Refs. Avail.

Classes offered

JT Productions
DJs and Event 
Production
For any event, 
big or small.
(925)354-5995
www.jtproductionsdjing.com

Events
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Field Day
Submitted by Barbara Bontemps

The Orinda Rotary Club hosted its annual Frank Isola Field Day on Saturday, May 12 from 8 a.m.  to 12 noon at

Del Rey Elementary School. Photo provided

SMC Finishes in Final Four
Submitted by Tony Samaniego

Saint Mary’s Rugby took on a

very aggressive Arkansas State

team on Saturday, May 12th at Pat

Vincent field in Moraga.  This is the

third year in a row the Gaels have

matched up with Arkansas State in the

National Championship playoffs, and

they fell 31-17.

      

SMC was down 12-0 with about

20 minutes left in the first half when

the Gaels scored two tries to bring the

score to 14-12 at halftime. SMC

scored on a penalty kick to take the

lead, 17-12 for most of the second

half.  However, the Red Wolves

scored to tie it up at 17-17.  ASU rode

the momentum to take the lead and the

win, 31-17. The Red Wolves advance

to the National Championship in Salt

Lake City where they will face BYU.

      

The Gaels finished the year as one

of the top four teams in the nation.

Photo Mike Gieb

Boys’ Prep Lacrosse
Season Comes to an End
By Michael Sakoda

The North Coast Section boys’

lacrosse playoffs were under-

way last week, featuring all three

Lamroinda schools. Acalanes played

in the division I bracket, while Cam-

polindo and Miramonte competed for

the division II title. 

      

Lamorinda faced tough competi-

tors, and both the Cougars and the

Mats were ousted in their first game;

only Acalanes was able to record a

win before dropping in the second

round.

      

Acalanes played its first game

Wednesday, May 16, against Clayton

Valley High School. 

      

Head coach Brent Ringwood de-

scribed Acalanes’ 13-7 season as “full

of highs and lows,” but commented

that this was a young team and that

the season “bodes well for the future.” 

      

Ringwood was sure his eighth-

seeded Dons could knock off the Ea-

gles.  “I’m confident that if we are

able to play our game and play at a

high level, we’ll have a good shot of

winning.” 

      

Acalanes played as their coach

predicted and they beat Clayton Val-

ley, 14-9. 

      

In the second round, the Dons

took on top-seeded San Ramon Val-

ley, falling 13-8.

      

Cross-town rivals Miramonte had

trouble in their first game. On Friday,

May 18, fourth-seeded Miramonte

hosted fifth-seeded Novato. The Mats

fought hard but were ultimately

stymied by Novato’s superior de-

fense.

      

Head coach William Abriel was

unable to attend. Despite missing the

first round, Abriel was confident his

team would play well. “It makes me

very sad not to be with my guys, but

this team really runs itself. They’re a

very mature group [and the] coaching

staff is more than capable of handling

the game.” 

      

Assistant Coach Gary Forman as-

sumed head coaching duties.

“They’re so well prepared by

Coach… we’re in auto-drive now,”

he said. 

      

The first period saw some excit-

ing offensive play, with both teams

scoring two goals each. However, the

Mats struggled to score in the next

two periods.

      

Cole Aikens, Novato’s goal-

tender, seemed to be in the zone, stop-

ping every shot Miramonte put on the

net. Meanwhile, Novato’s offense

began to take control of the game on

the shoulders of Austin Carrow, who

would finish the game with three

goals.

      

At the end of three quarters Mira-

monte trailed, 2-6, but they continued

to fight. Despite those shaky second

and third quarters, Miramonte was

able to pull within two behind a hat

trick from Chase Hildeburn, who

scored two goals in a stretch of about

a minute. 

      

However, with only a minute to

play, the Novato lead proved too big

a deficit, and Miramonte fell, 6-8.

They closed the season with a 14-6

record. 

      

Looking ahead to next season,

both Abriel and Forman stated that the

team will remain tough behind the

leadership of three returning captains.

      

Campolindo also had trouble in

their first match. As the seventh seed,

the Cougars traveled to take on sec-

ond-seeded Piedmont High School on

Friday night. Campolindo (11-7)

struggled against the Highlanders and

fell, 14-7.

      

Returning 15 players next season,

including junior Ryan Ewert, who fin-

ished the season with 16 goals and 13

assists, the Cougars have potential to

improve in upcoming seasons. 

Acalanes Girls’ Lacrosse Wins DFAL 
Submitted by Nancy Vinther

The Acalanes

g i r l s ’

lacrosse team won

the DFAL title for

the fourth year in a

row with a 13-6

overall record. The

Dons earned the

fifth-seed in the

Division 1 NCS

playoffs and fell in

the first round to

fourth-seeded Cal.

Back row, from left: Mikaela Maron, Gabrielle Palffey, Chloe Landry, Katie O'Keefe, Niki Quinn, Calen O'Neill,
Brooke Balfrey, Kate Fellner, Kennedy Bloom, Maggie Chan, Caroline Newman, Helen Kim. Front row: Courtney
Collins, Tia Seltzer, Bayanne Alrawi, Courtney Neff (team captain), Brielle Vinther (team captain), Annie Beliveau,
Anna Sanchez, Maddie Cooper. Not pictured: Coaches Kelly Steinacher and Kelly Quinn

Moraga Baseball Association Box Scores
Submitted by: Jin Meng

Mustang Division

May 19

Red Sox 11, A's 4
Red Sox Highlights: Mark McCurdy 3-for-3, 3RS, 1HR, 2

RBIs; Joe Arth 3-for-3, 2 RS, 3RBIs; Tom McGuire 2-for-

3, 2RS, 1RBI

A’s Highlights: C.J. Rago 3-for-3, 1RS; Nicholas Meng 1-

for-3, 1RS, 1RBI; Grant Harper 2-for-3, 1RS, 1RBI

May 15

Yankees 12, Giants 10
Yankees Highlights: Braden Maher 2D, 4RS, 1RBI; Jack

Daugherty 1S, 2RS; Will Windatt 1S, 1D, 2 RS, 1 RBI;

Josh Fleming 1S, 1D, 2 RS; Luca Frippiat 1RS, 1RBI

Giants Highlights: Jake Crumbaugh 1S, 2RS, 1 RBI; Ben

Oxendine 1S, 1T, 2 RS, 2 RBI; Kellen Clancy 2S, 2 RS, 2

RBI; Drew McGill 1RS; Sam Morasch 1S

Pinto Division

May 15

A’s 11, Giants 9
Giants Highlights:  Luke McCurdy 1-for-3, 2 Runs, 2 RBIs,

2B; Wiley Winkler 3-for-3, 2 RBI; Luke Olsen 2-for-3,

Run, 2 RBI, 2B; Michael Coane 1-for-3, RBI

A’s Highlights:  Will McGaughey 3-for-3, 3 Runs, RBI;

Garrett Bornfleth 2-for-2, 2 Runs; Sebastian Aguirre 2-for-

2, 2 Runs, 2B.  

Mustangs Division

May 12

Yankees 11, Pirates 1
Yankees Highlights:  Braden Maher 2IP, 3K, 3 for 3, 2RS,

2RBI, 2SB; Jack Daugherty 2IP, 3K, 2 for 3, 1BB, 2RS,

RBI, 2SB; Black Pollack  2 for 3, RS, RBI, 4SB

Pirates Highlights: Luke Ahearn 3IP, 2 for 2, RBI, SB; Rex

Curtiss 1IP, 2K, 2 for 2, 4SB; Chase Bennett 1-for-2, RS, SB

Pinto Division

May 12

Giants 13, Red Sox 12
Giants Highlights:  Luke Olsen 1-for-3, Run; Jack Erick-

son-King 1-for-3, Run, RBI; Scott Linden 1-for-3, 3 Runs;

Michael Coane 2-for-3, Run

Red Sox Highlights:  James Murray 4-for-4, 3 Runs, 2 RBI,

HR; Alex Ayers 2-for-4, 2 Runs; Lucas Concepcion 2-for-

4, RBI; Peter Jensen 3-for-4, Run, 2 RBI, 2B; Riley Bird

3-for-4, 2 Runs, RBI

Cubs 9, Pirates 8
Cubs Highlights: Charlie Hill 3-for-3, 3 RBI, game winning

RBI; Tyler Panos 3-for-3, 1 Run, 1 RBI;  Quinn Panos 2-

for-3, 2 Runs, 2 RBI; Connor Fritch 2-for-3, 2 Runs, 2 RBI.

Pirates Highlights: Justin Rodriguez 3-for-3, 1 Run, 3 RBI;

Justin Meyers 2-for-3, 2 Runs, 1 RBI; Xavier Esquer 2-for-

3, 1 Run, 1 RBI; Dylan Wilkalis 1-for-3, 1 Run, 2 RBI.

May 8

Cardinals 9, A’s 4
Cardinals Highlights: Brady Manz 2-3, 2 RBIs, 2 IP, 3 ER,

3 K’s; Max Weaver 1-3, 2 RS, 2 IP, 0 ER, 4 K’s; Kyle

Sintchak 2-3, 2 RBIs, 2 IP, 1 ER, 5 K’s; Xander Goldman 3

SB, 2 RS; Avanell 1-2, RS;  Chambers 2 SB, 2 RS.

A’s Highlights: Grant Harper 3-3, SB, RS;  CJ Rago 1-3, 2

IP, 6 R, 0 ER, 4 K’s;  Matthew Wong 1 IP, 4 R, 0 ER, 2 K’s;

Nicholas Meng 1-2, 2B, RBI, RS;  Nicholas FitzPatrick 1-

2, SB, RBI, RS.

Mustang Division

May 8

Giants 14, Red Sox 9
Giants Highlights: Jake Crumbaugh 3-for-3, 2 RBI, 2 RS,

3 SB, 2 IP, 3K; Sean Donovan  2-for-3, 2 RBI, 2 RS, 2 SB;

Corey Goldman 2-for-3, RBI, 2 RS, 4 SB, 2-2/3 IP, 5 K.

Red Sox Highlights: Mark McCurdy 3-for-4, 1 2B, 3 RBI,

2 RS, 2 SB, 2 IP, 4 K; Joe Arth 2-for-4, 2 RBI, 1 RS, 1-2/3

IP, 4K; Owen Hunger 1-for-3, 2 RS, 1 BB, 1 SB.

Pinto Division

May 6

A’s 19, Cubs 5
Cub’s Highlights:  Quinn Panos 3-for-3, 1 Run; Cooper

Lenahan 3-for-3, 1 Runs, 2 RBIs; Vincent Castillo 3-for-3

A’s Highlights:  Luca Rago 3-for-4, 3 Runs, 3 RBIs; Se-

bastian Aguirre 4-for-4, 2 Runs, 3 RBIs; Brendan O'Don-

nell 3-for-4, 2 Runs, 1 RBI led the A’s. 

#20 Chase Hildeburn Photo Andy Scheck

Lafayette Little League
Submitted by Todd Bequette
Majors  Division

Indians 13  Cardinals 2
The Tribe whitewashed the depleted Cards at Upper
Community Field.  Indian hurlers Tyler Schenone, Ethan
Frigon and Simon Oh combined on a three-hitter. Matt
Burns opened the scoring for the Indians with a tower-
ing, two-run triple to left. Jack Gallagher was perfect at
the plate for the winners, with two walks and a run scor-
ing single up the middle. Grant Malmquist tripled and
scored for the Cards.
Yankees 3  Indians 0
The Yankees began their playoff run with a victory, rid-
ing the clutch pitching of Dexter Varrelman, John Tor-
chio and Garrick Dunn. The Indians had no shortage of
bases runners, but tough Yankee pitching and stellar de-
fense snuffed out several rallies. Sam Stack turned in
two defensive gems for the winners.   Tyler Schenone
dominated the Yankees on the mound for three innings
and was two for three at the plate. 
Giants 11  Cubs 10 
In a game that featured 9 lead changes and 22 base hits,
the Giants prevailed when Max Thrasher drove in Ross
Ney in the sixth with a solid single. Kyle Mizell smashed
a home run for the winners, and Justin Bocks banged
out two hits. For the Cubbies, an eight-run first inning
was highlighted by two-run singles from Vincent
Bianchina and Ben Stoddard, along with RBI singles by
Nicolas Bamont and Matt Gay. Will Grace pitched three
scoreless innings in relief to keep the Cubs within strik-
ing distance.
White Sox 9  Cubs 0
In the regular season finale for both teams, the Sox were

led at the plate by Tommy Hawkins, Colin Kirbach and
Colin Kuiken. Nikki Wixom starred on the mound for
the winners.
White Sox 4  Mets 3
Jake Feingold led the Sox to victory, clubbing two home
runs and driving in three. Daniel Flaherty smashed an
RBI single off the fence in right center for the winners,
and Daniel Bone pitched well in relief. Daniel Dinerman
sparkled in the field for the winners.
White Sox 10  Indians 5
The White Sox turned back the Tribe behind the offen-
sive punch of Willem Ellings and Ryan Dougherty, who
combined to drive in six runs. The pale hose also got
clutch hits from Colin Kirbach, and a defensive gem
from Michael Bone. Ben Bequette and Brett Donat had
RBI hits in defeat.

AAA Division

Orioles 15  Cubs 7
The Birds of Baltimore bested the Southsiders in a game
that was called for darkness in the sixth. Jack Franz went
three for three with two RBI’s and pitched a shutout in-
ning in a losing effort.  Will Easly pitched three two
shutout innings for the Cubs, striking out three. 
Cubs 7  Giants 6
Jack Franz smashed a walk-off, two-run double in the
bottom of the sixth to lead the Cubs to a come from be-
hind victory at Buckeye.  Jack Byers and Will Easley
set the stage for the comeback , combining on a slick
double play n the fifth. Owen McNamara also chipped
in on defense, gunning down a runner at third with a
laser from center field.
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Fashion Design & 
Sewing Camps

NEW LOCATION: sewnow! 3534 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette  (925) 283-7396  info@sewnow.com

Learn new skills, reinforce math, express your creativity and have lots of fun!
 

Design and make your own unique fashion items: totes, skirts, robes, dresses, hoodies, beach bags, 

swimsuits, quilts and more.  Special camps for: Teens Only and Juniors (2nd/3rd Grade)

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - Spring & Summer

For more information drop-in, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com
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& Teen Academies

CREATE VIDEO GAMES!
DEVELOP iPHONE® APPS!

PROGRAM ROBOTS!
MAKE MOVIES!

UC Berkeley
Santa Clara
UCLA

St. Mary’s
Stanford
Yale

60+ UNIVERSITIES. AGES 7-18.

www.internalDrive.com1-888-709-TECH (8324)

Academy of Language and
Music Arts/ ALMA (Orinda) 

Private lessons – all instruments and
various languages.
(925) 254-5056
www.alma-leap.com

Adventure Day Camp 
(Walnut Creek)

Traditional summer camp for ages 3-14
with a wide range of activities.  
(925) 937-6500   
www.adventuredaycamp.com 

Bear Creek Ranch Western
Riding Camp (Briones)

Trail riding, gymkhana and roping
camps for ages 5-15.
(925) 228-6012  
kamackin@earthlink.net

Berkeley Business Academy
for Youth (Berkeley)

June 18-29 for students 7th-9th grade. 
www.haas.berkeley.edu/
businessacademy

Berkeley Tennis Club
(Berkeley)

For all player levels.  
(510) 841-9023
www.berkeleytennisclub.org

Bones and Bridges Creative
Writing Camp (Lafayette)

June 18-22, July 9-13;10am-noon.
(510) 525-7853
www.ruthgendler.com

Cal Athletic Camps
(Berkeley) 

Recreational and sports activities for
kids of all ages.    
www.calbears.com/camps/cal-
camps.html

Cal Shakes 
(Lafayette)    

Acting, improvisation, stage combat,
and movement; grades 3-12. 
(510) 809-3293
www.summershakespearecamp.org

Camp Awesome 
(Lafayette) 

A fun, flexible, affordable, summer day
camp filled with games, sports and
crafts.
www.LafayetteRec.org

Camp Edmo 
(Moraga) 

Pre-K -entering 4th grade. Arts &
Science and Animation activities.  
(415) 282-6673
www.campedmo.org

see 
ad

see 
ad

2012 SUMMER
CAMPS/Classes

Alphabetical listing of  all 53 camps and classes

Art Instruction for Children & Adults

• The Young Artist • Cartooning • Watercolor
• Acrylics • Pastels & Mixed Media 

• Teen Open Studio • Wild Things • Adventures in Art
• Create with Clay • Art of Drawing 

Ask about 

Birthday Parties

Summer Classes Start 6/18
Sign Up Now!

(925) 299-1515  •  www.theart-room.com
50 Lafayette Cir., Lafayette

Thank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda Weekly.
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5745 Redwood Road
Oakland, CA 94619

Phone: 510.531.0262
Fax: 510.531.0211

www.redwoodranchstables.com

Redwood Ranch
Spring/Summer

Riding Camp 2012

2012 Riding
Camp Dates
SPRING BREAK
April 9-13

SUMMER 2012

Aug 27-31

WWW.ORINDAACADEMY.ORG
“INSPIRING SUCCESS – FULFILLING POTENTIAL”

College Prep for Students (Grades 6-12)

Accepting applications for 
Fall 2012 and Summer School

Summer School June 18 - August 3
Math, English, US History, Spanish, Middle and High School Prep,

American Sign Language and English as a Second Language
(925) 254-7553

Camp Saklan

ages 6 to 10
Explorers

Mini Campers 
ages 3 to 5

Located on The Saklan School

campus in Moraga

Open to the public
9 weekly sessions:

June 11 - August 10

Themes include: Moving Through Moraga,

Love Lafayette, Beautiful Berkeley, 

Welcome to Orinda, Outrageous Oakland,

Sunny San Francisco, Wild About Walnut

Creek, Cruising Through Concord/Pleasant

Hill and Breezing Through Benicia/Vallejo

Full Day & Half Day Programs

Registration is Open!

Visit our website to

register today!

www.saklan.org
925-376-7900

Think Creatively • Act Compassionately • Live Courageously
1678 School Street, Moraga, Ca 94556 • T:925-376-7900 • F:925-376-1156 • www.saklan.org 

Camp EdTech
(Moraga) 

5th - 9th graders create video games,
movies, animations, and more. 
(415) 282-6673 
www.campedtech.org 

Camp Galileo
(Lafayette) 

Campers Pre-k-5th grade engage in art,
science, and outdoor activities.
1 (800) 854-3684
www.galileo-learning.com 

Camp Hacienda
(Moraga) 

June 11 – Aug. 10:  Camp for  ages 5-10 that
includes sports, games, crafts and more. 
(925) 888-7045 
www.moraga.ca.us

Camp Kefli 
(Lafayette)     

Aug. 6-17: A wide range of programs for
grades K-8.
(925) 284-9191
www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli

Camp Orinda 
(Orinda) 

Arts, crafts, hiking, skits, sports, and
twice-weekly field trips.   
(925) 254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

Camp Pura Vida 
(Boonville) 

Aug. 5-16: Hiking, sports, horse riding,
fishing, camping, drama, and more.
(925) 937-6500
www.adventuredaycamp.com

Camp Saklan 
(Moraga)

Camp programs with weekly themes
located on the Saklan campus. 
(925) 376-7900
www.saklan.org

Chow Bella Kids Cooking
Camp (Lafayette)

Camp for ages 7 and up to explore their
culinary creativity.
(925) 878-9932
www.chowbellakids.net

City of Lafayette Recreation
Summer Camps (Lafayette)

Sports, crafts, games, education,
cooking and more.  
(925) 284-2232
www.LafayetteRec.org 

DaVinci Day Camp 
(Orinda)

Theme-based workshops, public
speaking, writing  science. July 30-Aug.
10; K-5th grade (510) 548-6612  
www.davincidaycamp.com

DON's Football Camp 2012
(Lafayette)

Football Camp
June 18-20, 9am-noon
Camp for 3rd-8th graders to learn skills.  
mivankovich@acalanes.k12.ca.us

Galileo Summer Quest
(Lafayette)

5th -8th grade. Go-Kart Makers, Fashion
Design,  Video Game Design, and more. 
1(800) 854-3684
www.galileo-learning.com  

ID Tech Camps & ID Teen
Academies (Moraga)

Create iPhone apps, video games, and
movies.  
1 (888) 709-TECH (8324)
www.internalDrive.com

Lindsay Wildlife Museum
Science Camp (Walnut Creek)

Camp for ages 4-10. Adventures with
live animals, science, and crafts.  
(925) 935-1978    
www.wildlife-museum.org

Lafayette Summer Music
Jazz Workshop (Lafayette)

July 30-Aug. 3: Music workshops for
learning and playing jazz.    
www.lafayettejazz.wordpress.com  

see 
ad

see 
ad

see 
ad

What is a recipe for a good school year?

Take fun, creative lessons that “work on mastering math facts”.

Mix that with “writing responses to stories and literature”.  Stir

in “participation in book or story discussions”.  Knead in

“Reviewing important language arts and math concepts”.

Bake until students have “learned new concepts that are

important for success”.  Finally, consume with “two teachers

with 30 years of teaching experience”. 

There are 3- one week sessions that
are open to students entering 4th, 5th
or 6th grades.  Students may take as
many sessions as they wish.  Each
session features different lessons.  To
enroll, contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036.

A private tutor with a sense of 

humor?  Individual or small

group tutoring available 

m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Michael Adler

Transition Classes

ranchosaguaro.com
925-372-5867

Riding
Lessons

Horse
Camp

ranchosaguaro.com

6th Annual Summer Camp Guide
Alphabetical listing of  all 53 camps and classes

You may download our Summer Camp Guide:  
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lorne Smith Lacrosse
(Moraga)         

Boys ages 10-16: July 2-6 Overnight
Camp, June 11-14 Day Camp.
www.lornesmithlacrosse.com
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FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280‐3950 x‐5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.com

DATES:   July 9 thru July 20 (M – F)
TIMES:   1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:      $320 (T‐shirt included)

EST.                  1996

Offering Trail Riding, Gymkhana (games on horseback) and Roping Camps!

June 11th Roping camp 
June 25th Available
July 9th “Little’s” camp (ages 5 to 8) 
July 16th Roping camp
July 30th Available
August 6th Available
August 13th Available

(individual and 
group lessons 
available year-round)

Contact Kellie
925-228-6012 or 

kamackin@earthlink.net

1220 Bear Creek Road, Briones 94553

Weekly 
Summer
schedule 

(9:00 – 2:00)
* Ages 5 to 15 * 

Bear Creek Ranch

Western Horseback Riding

Skills
Lifefor
Since 1961

Open Year-Round • Sign up now!

925-283-2100 • www.ShermanSwim.com
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• Private Swim Lessons, Year-Round
• Protected Warm Environment
• Classes in 90°-92° Water
• Diving Lessons    • Parties too!

Stars' Basketball Academy
for Girls (Lafayette)

A series of camps held at Bentley
school.
(925) 935-7370    
www.calstars.org/page/show/

Summer Bridge Math 
(Moraga)

Program designed to reinforce previous
math concepts and introduce future
ones.    
www.lorietutors.com

Summer Music@Stanley
(Lafayette)

July 9-13: Music Camp for 4th-8th
grade. 
(925) 768-2949   
www.summermusic.us

Summer Park Program 
(Moraga) 

Camp for ages 8-12 including sports,
crafts, games, nature walks, etc.
(925) 888-7045
www.moraga.ca.us

Tennis Camp -Moraga Valley
Swim and Tennis Club (Orinda)

June 11- July 10: The program includes
tennis instruction from USPTA certified
coaches. 
(925) 284-1102   www.mvptennis.org

The Art Room 
(Lafayette) 

A program for students to learn art
skills.
(925) 299-1515 
www.TheArt-Room.com

The Cougar Youth Football
Camp (Moraga)

July 9-20, 1:30-5pm Camp for 
grades 4-8. 
(925) 932-1579
www.campofootball.com

Town Hall Education Summer
Camps and Classes (Lafayette)

Theatre classes for preschool to high
school-aged students.  
(925) 283-6673
www.TownHallTheatre.com 

Trails to Success 
(Briones)

July 23-Aug. 3: A horse summer camp
for ages 8-18. 
www.TrailstoSuccess.com 

Oakland Strokes
(Oakland)

Learn to row program for children 6th-
12th grade .
www.oaklandstrokes.org

Ocean Adventures 
(Orinda)

June 18-July 13, 9am-noon: Orinda
Parks & Recreation
(925) 254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

Orinda Academy 
(Orinda)

June 20-July 12; July 14-Aug. 5; 9am-
1pm. Various courses offered.
(925) 254-7553, ext. 305   
www.orindaacademy.org

Orinda Parks & Recreation
(Orinda)

A variety of full-day camps are offered
for ages 4-14. 
(925) 254-2445
www.cityoforinda.org

Rancho Del Lago Riding
Camp (Briones)

Camp includes riding sessions each day,
horse care, crafts and a show.    
(925) 370-6439  
www.rancho-del-lago.com

Rancho Saguaro 
(Briones)

Riding lessons horse camp.
(925) 372-5867
www.ranchosaguaro.com

Redwood Ranch Horse
Summer Camp (Oakland)

Ages 6-16 have two riding lessons each
day, and learn proper horsemanship.
(510) 531-0262
www.redwoodranchstables.com

Roughing It Day Camp
(Lafayette) 

An all-outdoors camp located at the
Lafayette Reservoir for ages 4-16. 
(925) 283-3795 
www.roughingit.com

Roy's Magic Camp 
(Moraga)

Camp teaches basic life skills through
magic, juggling and puppets.  
(925) 455-0600  
www.magiccamp.org

Sewnow! Fashion Design
(Lafayette)  

Camp teaches kids and teens fashion
design and sewing. 
(925) 283-7396
www.sewnow.com

Shakespeare For Kids
(Lafayette)

July 9-20 for kids ages 6-14.
www.Shakespeareforkids.us

Sherman Swim School
(Lafayette)

One-on-one instruction to learn to
swim.  
(925) 283-2100 
www.shermanswim.com

SMC Summer Camps
(Moraga)

Ages 4-18: Baseball, Basketball, Golf, Lacrosse,
Soccer, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball.  
(925) 631-4FUN (4386)
www.smcgaels.com, click "camps"

Sienna Ranch 
(Lafayette)   

Ranch camp ages 4-14 includes horse
riding, animal interaction, and more.
(925) 283-6311
www.siennaranch.net 

Transition Classes 
(Moraga)

Review of language arts and math concepts
for entering 4th, 5th and 6th grades.
(925) 888-7036
www.moraga.ca.us

2012 SUMMER CAMPS/Classes 
Alphabetical listing of  all 53 camps and classes

Moraga Parks & Recreation
Summer Camps (Moraga)

A variety of camps and activities. 
(925) 888-7045
www.moraga.ca.us  

MVPC “SKY” Vacation Bible
School (Moraga)

June 18-22; 4-years-old to rising 5th-
graders.  
(925) 376-4800 ext. 234
www.mvpctoday.org

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising. Our intent is to provide a useful
reference guide. In the event we have inadvertently printed misinformation please let us know. 

LW is not liable for errors or omissions.

Math, Music, and Sports
-The Spectacular World of Sports Math: 

Compute statistics and play sports

-Attack Algebra I: 
Prepare for Algebra I through games, art and humorous lectures

-Magical Musical Writing:
Bring the musical you write to life 

-Get a Jump on Geometry: 
A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by Mr. Adler and Mrs.

Nixdorff, two Moraga teachers with more

than 30 years of teaching experience

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and

Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us

or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 

who is fun? Individual

summer or year round

tutoring available

m.adler@sbcglobal.net

3rd - 12th graders
Michael Adler

see 
ad

see 
ad

see 
ad

see 
ad

see 
ad
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see 
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L
amorinda

Home Security   
...read on page D10

Cairns in the Garden
By Sophie Braccini

I
f you’re looking for a fun way
to entertain your guests (or
your family) during a sunny

summer afternoon, look no further.
A cairn building party is a great way
to exercise creativity.  We are not
talking about a 10-foot-high dry
stone building here, just small stone
formations, hidden or in plain sight,
that gently enhance a landscape.
That’s the activity Lafayette resident
Stu Selland recently proposed to his
guests.  They had a great time, and as
a token of appreciation, they left
their ephemeral creations in his gar-
den.

          
“I was looking for an activity to

entertain my friends from my ‘Close
to Home’ hiking group,” explains Sel-
land who is a photographer by pro-
fession, as well as a gardener and
volleyball coach. “Like in photogra-
phy, I like to reveal the extraordinary
in the ordinary.  I wanted something
that would have them experience
that concept.”  When he saw a video
clip with children building little
cairns along a river bank, he knew he
had his activity. 

          
Cairns of all shapes, sizes and

purposes have graced the earth since
the prehistoric times: Man-made dry
rock tumuli (mounds of earth and
stones) have been used as grave
markers or for religious purposes.
They range in size from the tiny pile

of a few decorative rocks to entire
hills.  In modern America, they are
used to mark trails, especially in
mountain regions. Depending on
how they’re built, they can be short
lived or last millennia.  “What I had
in mind were small sculptures that

would take just a few minutes to
build,” says Selland.

          
Selland bought a large amount

of small rocks of all shapes at Dia-
mond K in Lafayette.  All his guests
had to do was pick the ones they
liked and try their hand at it.

           
“A delightful exercise in slowing

down,” says guest Renate Woodbury.
“The rounded river rocks Stu had avail-
able can be hard to stack - looking for
that perfect connection between one
rock and another requires a fragile bal-
ance.” ... continued on page D8

Stu Selland in his back yard Photos Sophie Braccini
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax in-
formation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
17
8
6

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
$635,000
$250,000
$405,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
$2,200,000
$1,273,500
$1,616,000

LAFAYETTE
3286 Brookwood Drive, $752,000, 4 Bdrms, 2130 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 4-20-12
1080 Brown Avenue, $635,000, 3 Bdrms, 2120 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $890,000, 07-12-07
15 Candlelight Lane, $1,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 3417 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $550,000, 12-05-03
3244 Glenside Drive, $899,000, 4 Bdrms, 1927 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-24-12; 

Previous Sale: $570,000, 08-22-01
3251 Glenside Drive, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 2051 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 4-19-12
820 Hidden Pond Court, $935,000, 4 Bdrms, 3455 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 02-23-05
3362 Johnson Road, $1,630,000, 3 Bdrms, 4493 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 4-25-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 05-10-05
20 Monticello Court, $2,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 4654 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 4-25-12; 

Previous Sale: $1,479,000, 01-21-00
3814 Quail Ridge Road, $835,000, 3 Bdrms, 1837 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-26-12; 

Previous Sale: $412,500, 04-02-98
773 Reliez Station Road, $920,000, 4 Bdrms, 2753 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 4-17-12
1847 Reliez Valley Road, $930,000, 4 Bdrms, 2834 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 4-23-12; 

Previous Sale: $875,000, 01-30-07
536 Silverado Drive, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2393 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 4-17-12
16 Silverhill Way, $1,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 3473 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 4-24-12; 

Previous Sale: $105,000, 06-02-86
3363 St. Marys Road, $689,000, 4 Bdrms, 1713 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $880,000, 08-10-07
3467 St. Marys Road, $760,000, 5 Bdrms, 2231 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 4-25-12
1099 Via Roble, $775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2007 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $400,000, 11-22-93
132 Villa Court, $649,000, 5 Bdrms, 2328 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 4-13-12; 

Previous Sale: $599,000, 07-25-01
MORAGA

101 Brookline Street, $625,000, 2 Bdrms, 1887 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 4-19-12
1353 Camino Peral #A, $250,000, 2 Bdrms, 1281 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 4-20-12; 

Previous Sale: $410,000, 11-30-04
57 Corte Del Sol, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 3136 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 4-13-12; 

Previous Sale: $512,500, 12-30-96
766 Crossbrook Drive, $801,000, 4 Bdrms, 2066 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 4-26-12; 

Previous Sale: $320,000, 07-24-91
445 Fernwood Drive, $1,273,500, 5 Bdrms, 3268 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 4-17-12
8 Kings Crown Court, $750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2304 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 4-18-12; 

Previous Sale: $482,000, 10-17-94
651 Moraga Road #13, $289,500, 3 Bdrms, 1394 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 4-13-12
386 Redfield Place, $850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2226 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 4-12-12; 

Previous Sale: $437,000, 06-15-93
ORINDA

29 Brookside Road, $1,616,000, 5 Bdrms, 4442 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-24-12; 
Previous Sale: $275,000, 07-25-86

12 Brookwood Road, $405,000, 2 Bdrms, 1292 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 4-24-12
113 Fiesta Circle, $742,500, 3 Bdrms, 1764 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 4-24-12
3 Orchard Road, $1,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 2842 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-18-12
7 Quail Ridge Lane, $950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2767 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 4-25-12
106 Scenic Drive, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2229 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 4-17-12

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
LAFAYETTE
Willow Drive, 94549, RWW Properties, 04-09-12, $595,197, 2234 sf, 3 bd

THE BEAUBELLE GROUP

Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle present...

925.254.1212
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
Coldwell Banker's #1 Agent and Group in the SF Bay Area

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity

Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

LAFAYETTE - RISE ABOVE THE ORDINARY 
Entirely surrounded by privacy
and serenity that spans to almost
1 1/2 acres and extensively
remodeled in 2009, this 5 bdrm, 3
1/2 bath estate includes a
detached guest house, large
backyard patio, three lawn areas,
pool and an amazing 50-seat plus
amphitheater complete with deck
stage and stone seating.  

Offered at $1,850,000

This magical estate

nestled on approx.

2.4 acres featuring

a 5 bdrm, 5 1/2

bath floor plan

offers a gourmet

kitchen and expansive

open family room,

rich millwork, vaulted ceilings, huge game room, expansive

yard, shared tennis court, and an amazing oak forest.  See it

to believe it! Offered at $2,850,000

MORAGA - 33 ACRE GATED ESTATE 
CALLED EAGLE HILL

LAFAYETTE - BEYOND A STATELY 
GATED ENTRANCE... 

A one-of-a-kind fully fenced

property with 360-degree views.

Bordering open space and offering

a working vineyard, the 4 bdrm., 3

1/2 bath + office residence

includes appx 3,328 sf of living

space, in-law/au-pair setup, hdwd

floors, aviary, new landscape, view

deck and much more! 

Offered at $1,399,000



Chad Morrison
Direct: (925) 253-4650
Mobile: (925) 330-1416
chad.morrison@cbnorcal.com
www.sellinglamorinda.com
DRE# 01905614

“Your trusted Agent with the right 
tools for smarter decisions”

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 01908304

#1 IN CALIFORNIA

Set upon nearly 3 acres of an entertainer's paradise.

Tucked behind 2 private gates leading from your

own private road is a beautifully landscaped

property. Welcome home to your retreat of 4045

sf. With 4 incredibly private bedrooms shared with

4 beautiful bathrooms

Offered at $2,730,000 

MAJESTIC HAPPY VALLEY ESTATE. 



Walnut Creek ~ One of a kind magnificent home conveniently located to 24/680 
and downtown Walnut Creek.  This 5300+ 5 bedroom 5 bath home with a sepa-
rate office or 6th bedroom has VIEWS from almost every room. Gourmet 
kitchen, hardwood floors, 3 car garage, & more.  Wonderful private deck with 
built in spa to enjoy the view.  Vineyard A must see Call today for your private 
showing! Listed at $2,350,000 

Lafayette ~ This home featured in Sunset Mag. Private, 
secluded hilltop property with 360 panoramic views 
offering unmatched vistas and sunsets. Flagstone-
rimmed, stunning “vanishing-edge” pool seemingly can-
tilevered beyond the canyon rim. Energy efficient with 
solar panels, poolside covered bar-b-cue w/full bath. 
A Must See Custom Home Priced at 
$2,650,000 

Bruce Maxon 
925.200.0179 

ibruce@comcast.net 

Gretchen Bryce 
925.683.2477 

gretchenbryce@msn.com 

Alamo ~  RARE OPPORTUNITY to own this family friendly  
entertainers dream in Alamo! Flat 1 acre lot backing to 
open space with pool, vineyard, custom casita, bocce 
ball court, & that’s just the outside… This quality built 2 
story 5 bdrms, 4.5 bath, 5200+ sq. ft. home w/separate office 
and game room has many new upgrades & improvements. Call 
today for your private showing, Listed at $2,998,000 

Gretchen Bryce  ~  925.683.2477  ~  gretchenbryce@msn.com 

Alamo ~ JUST LISTED in White Gate! This sharp re-
modeled single story 3500+ sq. ft. home has 4 bdrms 
& 4 baths. Large flat backyard totally private with 
newly plastered pool/spa. Charming gazebo. Won-

derful large gourmet kitchen with huge island, breakfast 
bar plus additional eating area, all open to family room. 
Private Master suite.  Listed at $1,448,000 



Patricia Battersby
925-330-6663
pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 00854469

Ashley Battersby
925-323-9955
ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRE# 01407784

www.patriciabattersby.com

Coming Next Week!
83 EL GAVILAN ROAD, ORINDA

EASTERN CHARM IN A SPECTACULAR CALIFORNIA SETTING
4 BEDROOMS 2.5 BATHS APPROX. 3,009 SQ FT .30 ACRE

Designed to perfection, this stunning traditional home
beautifully integrates East and West Coast styles in a
magnificent setting with spectacular views of surrounding
Orinda hills. With great natural light from large expansive
windows and numerous French Doors that open out
completely, the home has wonderful ambiance throughout
– an absolute entertainer’s dream!

� Stained shingled exterior, white crisp trim and arbors
� Beautiful outlooks or sensational views from every room
� Deep baseboard, crown moldings, high ceilings,

hardwood floors, fabulous detail & appointments
� Lovely living and formal dining rms
� Gourmet kitchen with state-of-the-

art appliances, butler serving area
� Adjoining eating area and family

room with 2 sets of French doors
��Luxurious master suite
� Flagstone courtyard, large patio,

level lawn, deck, gorgeous gardens
� Sleepy Hollow, OIS, Miramonte

Price yet to be determined

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E www.patriciabattersby.com



37 Calvin Drive, Orinda 
Sold Before Market 

Sue & Ben Olsen www.TheOlsenTeam.com                                                               Direct:  (925) 200-6000      

Moraga Country Club — Plan 2 
 
Moraga Country Club has been renewed by the 
spectacular new clubhouse, pool & golf practice 
range.  Many long-time Lamorinda residents are 
now taking a second look at the club for the  
amenities, low maintenance and security offered. 
 

The plan 2 is one of the most desirable and afford-
able models in Moraga Country Club.  It works very 
well for first-time buyers and empty-nesters alike.  
The home offers 2 bedrooms and an office all on a 
single level with a detached 2 car garage.  
 

We presently have one of this floor plan available 
(not on the market) - in a great walking location.  
Our sellers have a growing family, and would like  
to move-up to a larger home outside of the club. 
 

If you have interest in this, or other models available 
in Moraga Country Club, contact the experts!  

The Olsen Team - 925.200.6000 
See all available homes at  

www.MoragaCCHomes.com 

 - 3 Great Homes - 
  

Available Now! 
Call 925.200.6000 for information. 

CA DRE 00616156 

Visit us online today! 

Lamorinda Specialists Since 1977 
The Olsen Team 

177 Miramonte Drive, Moraga 
 

3 BR + office, 2 BA, 1514 sq. ft.       
End unit in great spot in Miramonte Gardens.  Updated with 

granite, dual pane windows, newer hardwood and carpet.   
www.TheOlsenTeam.com 

1 Tappan Way, Orinda  
                … simply exquisite! 

Sleepy Hollow area - Custom Built, 

Experience the finest in Orinda!  
A gorgeously appointed luxury home tucked away at the end  
of a private lane offers exceptional privacy. 
 

Kubitschek designed home completed in 2007.  Beautifully 
maintained & improved. Open floor plan. Deluxe master retreat. 
 

Call The Olsen Team for more information - (925) 200-6000  

 

5 BR / 3.5 BA   3987 SQ FT  1.01 AC    Offered at  $2,495,000 

AVAILABLE NOW! 

Pristine Views, Prime Location 

 5 Netherton Place, Moraga 
Multiple Offers 

 
 
 

 91 Acacia Drive, Orinda 
PENDING—Multiple Offers 

21 Hardie Drive, Moraga 
Multiple Offers 

775 Augusta Drive,  Moraga 
Sold Before Market 

 
 

1725 St. Andrews, Moraga  
 

2 BR, 2 BA, 1262 sq. ft.      $559,000 
Attached Moraga Country Club Home.  Former model home  

Surrounded by mature gardens.  Move right in! 

101 Merion Terrace, Moraga 
 

3 BR, 2 BA, 1849 sq. ft. 
Moraga Country Club Inverness on exceptional lot. 

Beautifully maintained and upgraded by current owner 
www.TheOlsenTeam.com 

Sue & Ben Olsen 



          
Since that afternoon, Woodbury has gained a greater appreciation for

cairns on a trail. “In my youth I called them ducks, not cairns,” she says. “I
thought ducks were for sissies who couldn't find their own way through the
wilderness. I always kicked them down. Well, nowadays I find great comfort
in seeing a duck ahead of me.  It reassures me that I am on the right path.”

          
“Building the cairns was a learning experience,” agrees Bob Flasher. “It

is a challenge balancing round rocks, which makes you wish you had a chasm
to pitch them into. But once you lower your expectations, it becomes less
frustrating and more enjoyable. We gave each other creative suggestions and
ended up trying lots of different shapes.  It was really an enjoyable way to
spend an afternoon, and Stu's garden is more unique as a result.  We're hop-
ing that the cat doesn't rub against any of the teetery ones, or its purr will
turn to a yelp faster than white on rice!”

          
Visiting with Selland a few weeks after the party, all of the cairns were

still up in the garden. “I am still discovering some of them,” says Selland,
showing a small three-stone cairn that someone had left for him in his studio.
The biggest ones were made of about 20 stones, all quite different from one
another and blending in the surrounding landscape, so discovering one is
always a charming surprise.  “They each used a different place in the garden
that inspired them, and left their creation behind for us to enjoy,” says Sell-
and. “Creativity is inside all of us; it’s about learning and paying attention.”

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

925-376-6528
advancetree@sbcglobal.net  www.advancetree.com

& Landscaping

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR

Time to Prune - Proper pruning is essential in

developing a tree with a strong structure and desirable form. Trees that

receive the appropriate pruning measures while they are young will require

little corrective pruning when they mature.

Proper technique is essential. Each cut has the potential to change the

growth of the tree. Poor pruning can cause damage that lasts for the life of

the tree.

So don't wait until it's too late, have a complete inspection by a Certified

Arborist at Advance Tree Service and

Landscaping.

Advance Tree Service
Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)

Lic.: #611120

Your friendly neighborhood 
arborists Darren and Lew Edwards

Cairns in the Garden
... continued from page D1

Troy Feddersen 
Broker Associate 
DRE# 1835783 

Ranked #1 East Bay 
 Real Estate Company 

Your home may be worth more than you think! 
Contact me for a free pinpoint price analysis. 

 
Inventory is low and it is the best time to sell in years. 
Go to www.Lamorinda.net, or call 925-550-2353      

Troy Feddersen and J. Rockcliff, Realtors 
Two names you can trust for real estate in Lamorinda 

              Finally!  In Lamorinda 
    Home Values and Sales are Rising 

 April April % 
Lamorinda: 2011 2012 Increase 
Properties Sold* 55 63 15% 
Average Sale Price $884,763 $952,799 8% 
   *includes town houses and condos.  

Special Buyer Needs: 
1) 5 bedrooms in Happy Valley to $1,200,000 
2) Lamorinda 1 story, no steps to $1,000,000 
 

Call me right away if you would consider selling 

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy
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Cairns built by friends in Stu Selland’s back yard Photos Sophie Braccini 

Starts at

10 AM on

June 1st!
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Security Systems for the Home
By Cathy Dausman 

T
o alarm or not to alarm; that is the question.
Homes in affluent communities, Lamorinda
included, can be magnets for thieves. An alarm

system may be one way to prevent your house from be-
coming the next burglary statistic.  

          
“I’m all for ‘em,” says Moraga Police Chief Robert

Priebe, who believes they deter break-ins.  He says his
home is alarmed, but cautions the systems can cause
problems for the police department if they are not
properly maintained.  Priebe also suggests homeown-
ers become familiar with an alarm company’s reporting
procedures before making a purchase. How the call is
routed, and whether the call center is out of town can

affect response time.  

          
Orinda Detective Dan Jeffries says burglars

who’ve been caught tell police they simply won’t
bother a home with a security system.  He says home-
owners should “announce to the world” they have an
alarm system.  Jeffries, who brought the concept for
Orinda’s burglary audit with him from a previous po-
lice department, adds homeowners should also keep
their home exterior well lit at night, and trim vegeta-
tion away from entry points.  

          
Lafayette’s Police Chief Eric Christensen agrees,

but cautions: “As with all security devices, the alarm
needs to be activated when you leave the home and

you need to take the maintenance of the system as one
of the overall costs.” 

          
Answering basic home and lifestyle questions can

help homeowners determine what kind of security sys-
tem works for them.  How large is the house? How
many points of entry (doors and windows) does it
have?  Has it been pre-wired for a security system?
Should the alarm system be a hard-wired or wireless?
Who will install the alarm—the homeowner or an
alarm technician?  

          
... continued on next page

Technicians monitor home security systems at Bay Alarm Company.  Photo provided
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A simple security system might have

only door and window alarms and motion de-
tectors.  Some home alarm systems also mon-
itor smoke alarms.  Today’s technology allows
for video camera monitoring, remote access
to a home’s lights via smart phones and iPads
and GSM radio communication between a
homeowner and his or her alarm company.  It’s
even possible to purchase an alarm system run
through your cable television or telephone
provider (Comcast or AT&T, for example).  

          
Multi-media bells and whistles on home

security can be “cool,” says Eric Taylor of Bay
Alarm Company, but people should not get
caught up in what he calls “sexy technology.”  

          
“If we’re talking security, let’s focus on

keeping the family safe.” The premise of a bur-
glar alarm, he says, is not to catch a thief once
they’re inside, but to keep thieves out of your
home.  Taylor says major security alarm man-
ufacturers—Digital Monitoring Products,
Honeywell, GE, and DSC, for example – all
offer the same technology and basically the
same equipment.   GoControl and 2Gig are
relatively new to the home security system
business.   

          
Those who have or want to install an

alarm system should take steps to ensure their
system does not trigger false alarms.  “We re-
spond to a lot of alarms,” says Christensen.
“Every time we go as if there is someone in the
house, because once in a while an alarm means
that someone is really there.”  Orinda Police
Chief Jeffrey Jennings says his department an-
swered 1,408 alarm calls in 2011, “the vast ma-
jority of which were false.”  Because of that
some law enforcement agencies (although not
those in Lamorinda) have even stopped an-
swering burglar alarm calls.  

          
The response to false alarms is an “ongo-

ing problem,” says Priebe, whose department
responded to 207 false alarms in 2011.  “Mor-
aga Police Department will always respond to
alarm calls,” he says, even though his depart-
ment “would rather be using police personnel
to address other areas of concern.”  

Typical security system control panel

Door sensor A sign in the front yard points out the security system



93 Moraga Way, Suite 103   Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews. 

Click on 
Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings

ASSOCIATES

R E A L   E S T A T E

THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

31 Tarabrook
Filled with light, this 5bd/3ba split level home

has approx. 2380 sf on a .49 oak-studded lot.

Private, tranquil and walking distance to town.

Offered at $899,000

Sunday Open House 

ORINDA

50 Donna Maria Way
Super remodel of all rms incl dlx new kitchen

w/adj fam rm + butler's pantry. Lg master suite.

All high end finishes & fixtures. 1-lvl EZ access

to flat lot/lawns. Walk to 12 yrs. schools.

Offered at $1,295,000

ORINDA

2 Oakview Terrace
Exquisite 4bd/3.5ba 3530 sf trad on .84 ac lot

w/hdwd flrs; guest suite w/bath; lg mstr w/frplc;

kitchen/fam rm; stone patios w/blt-in grill;

waterfall; sep hobby rm; lvl lawn & play areas.

Offered at $1,350,000

ORINDA

38 Mira Loma
Ideal 5bd/4ba 4200 sf lg fam hm w/newly remod baths

& kitchen w/adj fam rm. Fun game rm, kids floor &

tons of space! EZ access outdoors to new decks & lush

gardens, vus & privacy.

Offered at $1,395,000
ORINDA

6 Rich Acres Road
NEW, NEW, New construction on almost 1 acre

amidst towering oaks, lvl lawn & lg stone patio.

5bd/5ba. Pvt gated road close to town, chefs kitchen

w/adj fam rm. In-law w/LR, bd/ba.

Offered at $1,999,000

ORINDA

136 Manzanita
Santa Barbara style 4bd/3.5ba, 4000 sf hm

w/incredible design/custom craftsmanship. Ideal

fam living comfort. New stucco/tile wall

provides privacy. 

Offered at $2,195,000

MORAGA

3 Wingfoot
Inverness 3bd/2ba model with updates throughout.

Sunny eat-in kitchen, dramatic windows, cul-de-

sac location. Lg master with vaulted ceiling, great

closets, spacious bath & more.

Offered at $799,000

MORAGA

26 Ross Drive
Turnkey 4bd/2ba cul de sac rancher w/hdwd

floors thruout, gourmet kitchen/fam rm combo

w/island, updated baths, fenced bckyd w/lawn

& deck. Top schools!

Offered at $859,000
MORAGA

1223 Larch
Fully remod & beautifully landscaped executive

rancher w/ a light bright kitchen/ fam rm.  Sky-

light, maple hdwd flrs, Andersen sliders, garden

retreat.  Top schools!

Offered at $950,000 

LAFAYETTE

3497 St. Mary's Road
Complete remodel from top to bottom. Sgl lvl

4bd/2.5ba on professionally landscaped flat

.25 acre lot. Walk to town, trails & schools.

Offered at $999,000

LAFAYETTE

4 Middle Road
Frank Lloyd Wright inspired mid-century classic

of 290o+ sf. Total 5/4 w/4bd/3ba, updated

kitchen, LR, DR, FR + ofc & den on main lvl

AND a 1bd/1ba w/kitchenette upstairs.

Offered at $1,049,000

LAFAYETTE

3500 Moraga Blvd.
Amazing location nr town, trails, schools, Bart &

more. 4bd/3ba hm impressively blt w/high quality

materials & the finest craftsman finishes. Lg mstr

w/spa-like bath, open kitchen.

Offered at $1,150,000
LAFAYETTE

567 Merriewood Drive

LAFAYETTE

110 Camelia Lane
Price reduced on this beautiful Happy Valley

property. Grt entertaining spaces. 2nd fam rm w/2nd

mstr suite & 2 addl. bdrms (5bd in all) + study.

Stunning architecture, hi ceilings, grt schools.

Offered at $1,295,000 

Beaut remodeled & expanded 4bd/3ba 2600 sf

rancher in Burton Valley. Extensive upgrades

& fab features. See photos at

www.567MerriewoodDr.com.

Offered at $1,185,000

LAFAYETTE

3898 Happy Valley Road
Fab orig owner property in Happy Valley's "Golden

Mile". Prime 1.5 ac w/lvl lawn, secluded patio,

towering redwoods. Gorgeous vus. Restore 1948

farmhouse or build new dream hm.

Offered at $1,750,000

WALNUT CREEK

951 Cheyenne Drive
Move-in ready. All updated 2296 sf sgl level

4bd/2.5ba Northgate rancher on perfect lg flat

lot w/sparkling pool. Open & bright kitchen,

hardwood floors, skylights.

Offered at $849,000

Pending New ListingNew Listing

New ListingNew Listing

New ListingNew Price New PriceNew Listing

New PriceNew Price New ListingNew Listing




