Wednesday, August 15, 2012

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:

i e, |

Holy Shepherd
Christian Preschool

s

Holy Shepherd Christian Preschool
433 Moraga Way, Orinda

Open Enrollment for children ages 2-5

9 a.m. to Noon / Ext. Day

*  “a play-based approach
emotional development”

*

*

Call (925) 254-3429 or visit

“a strong emphasis on Kindergarten readiness’
“Zoo-phonics pre-reading program for all
students, and Mandarin Chinese enrichment”

available until 2 p.m.

to social and

B

www.holyshepherd.org

Lic #073400100

Punctuation is your Friend: Junior
Editors Write for Peers

By Cathy Dausman

Summer “school” is not usu-
ally about reading and writ-
ing, but those attending the Junior
Editors class gladly made an ex-
ception. The bi-weekly class for
middle school students was led by
Alameda High School Creative
Writing teacher Lisa Piazza, and
held after hours at Lafayette’s
Storyteller Bookshop June 21
through August 2. Piazza has

Chronicle Books editor Melissa Manlove explains her work to Junior Editors at Storyteller Bookshop in Lafayette.

taught the class for 15 years, and
also teaches a version for younger
students, ages 7 to 10. Students
read soon-to-be-published books
and learned to write book re-
views, which fellow students then
evaluated. During their final ses-
sion, students met with Chronicle
Books editor Melissa Manlove.
Manlove explained that it may
take two years to publish a book,
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and as editor “you have to fall in
love with [a book]” because your
job is to read it many times over.
Revision, she says, “is a huge part
of writing,” as is listening and
communicating well. As for the
students, their peer-edited re-
views may be submitted for in-
house publication and celebrated
during the fall Press Release

Party.

Local Authors

Pearls of Asia, a novel by Lee Geiger

By Ellen Borrowman

Lee Geiger

P earls of Asia, a rather short
n

ovel of 244 pages, is set in San
Francisco in the 21st

century and Moraga author Lee
Geiger's knowledge of, and affection
for, the City by the Bay shines
throughout the book. Described by
Geiger as a love story and a murder
mystery, the novel truly is both, and
then some. It is also a courageous plea
for the acceptance of diverse lifestyles

Photo provided
and an explicit course in Sex Educa-
tion 202.

When the grisly murder of

possible mistress of Paul Osher, a
dancer who works at a famous (and
fictional, says the author) restaurant,
Pearls of Asia— where all of the
beautiful "girls" are actually men.
Fleet decides to investigate the restau-
rant and soon becomes fascinated by
the transsexual entertainers.

The mystery is finally solved,
more through luck and help from a
restaurant employee than through
logic — Fleet is no Hercule Poirot —
and the love story has a happy ending.

The plea for acceptance of diver-
sity is admirable but the descriptions
of transsexual love may be too ex-
plicit for some readers. If you have re-
cently come to the Bay Area from
Kansas you probably should not read
the book. Geiger's interesting concept
suffers, unfortunately, from inconsis-
tent writing.

well-known and admired

news anchor woman
Michelle Osher, the wife of
awealthy venture capitalist
who is also a personal
friend of the mayor, is dis-
covered the pressure is
on the police department
to find some answers
immediately.
The case is as-
signed to department’s
top team of homicide
investigators, Mac
Fleet and Taylor
Mayes. Their case is
a tough one. There
were no signs of a
struggle or forcible
entry and no evi-
dence of theft. The victim’s husband,
Paul Osher, was out of town and the
maid who discovered the body heard
nothing but did alert the team that
Michelle Osher’s small dog was
missing.
Subpoenaed phone records and
bank statements suggest other lines of
investigation. Attention is called to a
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Just a few reasons to choose The Child Day Schools:
& Dynamic learning programs for ages 1 - 5 years,
o Murturing, well-trained teachers
% Low teacher-child ratho.
MORAGA (925) 376-5110 LAFAYETTE (925) 284-7092
Now Enrolling! ¢ www.tcdschools.com
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Pre-K Through 8

1678 School Street
Moraga, CA 94556

925-376-7900
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Do the words “math homework” strike fear

in your child...or you?

What if we told you that we can change that fear into better
grades and higher self-confidence, and eliminate the
frustration, tears, and fights over math homework? Imagine
how much better homework time would be. Discover how a
better understanding of math can change your child’s attitude.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette (Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Bivd.)
(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

GRADES K-12  PRE-ALGEBRA * ALGEBRA 1 & 2 « GEOMETRY
PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS e SAT/ACT PREP

PARENTS, STUDENTS & TEACHERS WORKING TOGETHER

NEW 6TH GRADE CLASS

Limited Openings for Fall
Call for Appointment and Tour
(925) 254-7553

WWW.ORINDAACADEMY.ORG
“INSPIRING SUCCESS — FULFILLING POTENTIAL”




