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Moraga School Board Candidates
Three residents will vie for two seats in the November
General Election
By Sophie Braccini 

The Moraga School District will

tackle multiple challenges over

the next couple of years. In addition

to stepping up efforts to keep students

safe and coping with the ongoing

funding problems all districts are fac-

ing, Moraga will also begin imple-

menting the California Common

Core State Standards, which are de-

signed to provide a consistent, clear

understanding of what students are

expected to learn in order to be fully

prepared for the future. 

      

Overseeing all this activity is the

School District’s all-volunteer Gov-

erning Board. Two seats are up for

election on the five-member Board

this November.  Incumbent Dexter

Louie is seeking re-election, while his

Board colleague Dennis Kelleher has

decided not to run again. Also throw-

ing their hats in the ring are Shari

Simon and Parker Colvin. We caught

up with all of them last week and in-

troduce them here in alphabetical

order:

      

Parker Colvin and his family

moved to Moraga from San Francisco

last year.  His oldest child just started

first grade at Los Perales Elementary

School.  Colvin works with Stifel Fi-

nancial and is a municipal bond un-

derwriter.  “I have worked with about

100 schools all over the state,” said

Colvin. “I know how school finances

have been deteriorating and I want to

bring my financial experience to the

Board.”  

      

Colvin says that he and his wife

have been very pleased with the

school and the District over the last

year and that he wants to get more in-

volved.  “Knowing my background,

some parents have encouraged me to

run,” said Colvin. “The State’s fi-

nances are deteriorating with an im-

pact on schools that is not always

fully understood by the community.”  

      

Colvin believes that Moragans

strongly support their school district,

even though a recent parcel tax meas-

ure failed. “Depending on whether the

governor’s plan passes or not, we

might have to face an even greater

deficit of funding,” he said. “We will

need new and greater forms of sup-

port from the community.”  

      

Colvin says that his expertise with

long term financial planning and his

ability to communicate with, and re-

spond to, taxpayers will make him a

very effective Board member.  He can

be reached at parks2c@gmail.com, or

by visiting www.parkercolvin.com.

      

Incumbent Dexter Louie has

served on the Moraga School Board

for 14 years.  He is a medical doctor

with a private practice in otolaryngol-

ogy. He believes that even if new

blood is needed on the Board, it is

also important to maintain stability

and retain experience in policy and

process. 

      

“The Moraga School District

brings to our students what they need

to succeed in the 21st century,” said

Louie. “We provide the electives, the

technology, the excellence that has

served the community well.  Our goal

will be to sustain this quality educa-

tion in spite of the financial situation

we face.”  Louie is concerned that, as

the financial situation of the District

deteriorates further, the great system

and the strong team that serves it

might have to be dismantled; once

broken, it would be very hard to re-

build.  “The system I’ve had the priv-

ilege to work for has served our

community well, there is no more

room for cuts,” he said. “People need

to understand what the situation is.”  

      

Louie acknowledges that the

community’s support has been great

over the past year. “The parcel tax

failed by only 100 votes,” he noted.

“We need a clear goal and clear mes-

sage to get everyone on board.” Louie

can be reached at

dlouiemd@gmail.com.

      

Shari Simon has been involved

with the District since 2005 and has

served in many capacities, including

President of the Moraga Education

Foundation.  She was a Senior Vice

President at Oracle Corporation.  Her

youngest child just entered fourth

grade. “I believe in our schools,” said

Simon, “and want to continue to help

make our schools as terrific as they

can be.  My involvement with MEF,

PTA and our site councils has given

me the opportunity to really under-

stand how school funding works.  Re-

duced state funding creates difficulty,

but we have talented teachers, a great

population of kids and parents, and

we can do a lot to augment what the

State provides.”  

      

Simon agrees that a local parcel

tax will go a long way toward main-

taining the quality of education that

Moragans have come to expect from

their schools, especially if the Gover-

nor’s tax plan isn’t approved. “Rea-

sonable class size, technology, and

enrichment programs are things that

need funding,” she said. 

      

Simon believes that her experi-

ence in the private sector, coupled

with the years she’s spent fundraising

for the schools, will make her a great

addition to the Board.  “I’m a com-

munity builder; I will work to bring

people together—across our whole

community—to make our district

successful.”  Simon can be reached at

sharisimon@yahoo.com.
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Coast Living in Lafayette 
Walk through the white picket fence & you are 
in a delightful beach house in Nantucket that 

has been relocated to Lafayette. This sunlit Hid-
den Valley charmer has been beautifully de-

signed & landscaped w/flat grass area & pool. 
Remodeled throughout w/loads of character & 

wonderful attention to detail. 
www.8CrestRd.com        $1,275,000 

Coming Soon in Lafayette 
Opportunity knocks at this classic traditional 
4bd/2.5ba 2,380sf ranch style home. Nestled 
at the end of a wonderful cul-de-sac, this gem 
has great bones & sits on a fabulous .43acre 

parcel w/pool & garden area. This special 
home is ready for you to create your dream 

home or move in and enjoy changes over time.   

Coming Soon in Orinda 
Lovely remodeled 2,450+/-sf oasis on .46 
acres backing to the creek.  This 4bd/3ba 

ranch home with wood-slatted ceilings and 
beautiful appointments sits on wonderful 

landscaped lot and enjoys serene views from 
the back deck and grass areas.  Feeds to  

Glorietta Elementary.  

            Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives Team  
               2 Theatre Square, Ste. 215, Orinda  DRE#: 01408025/01367466 

                925.285.8336       www.BrydonIvesTeam.com 

Top 1% of Lamorinda Realtors 
Local Residents 

  

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

REGISTER TODAY FOR FALL CLASSES!
• SENIORCIZE-STRENGTH & BALANCE
• SPANISH FOR KIDS  • GERMAN FOR
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS & MORE!

NEW:

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
384 Park Street, Moraga

GRAND OPENING
www.facebook.com/TangeloFrozenYogurt

Free Frozen Yogurt

Free T-Shirts

Free Gift Cards

Ribbon Cutting

DJ Spinning Tunes

Raffle and Prizes

while supplies last

first 50 guests

Sun
9/9

4p - 6p

CELEBRATION

Come and enjoy a FREE cup of Tangelo yogurt 
and help support the Make A Wish Foundation .  
Donations will be accepted during our event.

925.627.7109

CA DRE License # 00937870, NMLS #293868

Private Mortgage Banker
gsteele@rpm-mtg.com

Mortgage rates are at
HISTORICAL LOWS!

It is not too late to refinance out of your 
higher rates or longer terms.

Gordon Steele

1777 Botelho Dr., Suite #200
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

California Dept. of Real Estate- Real Estate Broker License #01818035, NMLS #9472

The ONLY Test Center Offering:
P Climate-controlled waiting area!

P Free Wi-Fi Access!

US Army
Veteran Owned

Drop-Off, Appt. Or Walk In
M S t 8 6

Gross Polluter / Test Only Smog

SMOG CHECK

Discount Off Regular Price

$30
OFF

3364 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

(925) 284-1988
We Gladly Accept All Lamorinda

Competitors Coupons
Mon-Sat 8AM - 6PM

Sun by Appointment

DIABLO SMOG
Test Only

Share your 
thoughts, insights

and opinions 
with your

community.

Send a letter to 
the editor: 

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com




