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DUL: A Sobering Experience

By Cathy Dausman

Oificer Krista Koppsnger

It was an uneventful moming -
mild, dry and sunmy — unil the
eruier lights Nashed in oy rear view
mrror. We pulled over behmd Mior-
aga's Rheem Theatre, and Officer
Korista Koppinger came to the daver's
windhw,

“Good moming.” Koppinger
began poditely. "D you know why |
pualbed you over™

I leneswy

I was being tested on suspicion of
DAL - dmving under the influence.
Fortunately, it was only a test. | was
sober but enduring & scenanio pre-
arranged with the bbessing of Momjs
Podice Chaef Robert Pricbe under the
guidance of Detective Will Davis.

Al holiday time especially, when
making merry might mean over-in-
dulgence, | leamed dnnking and dmy-
i mean mone than a pat slop at the
police station. 11" also mconvenient,
embarrassing, me consurming and &
considernble financial strain.

The field sobrsty tests Koppinger
administered ook only  minutes.
Sh:.-"-m:n:_u.! &l H, KIWirIFJ' I:n.l'il‘llﬂ.'-l,."‘.
she pulls over “two to three™ sus-
pecied U] dovers & week in Mior-
apn. prodominantly on weskends,

I was sbeed 1o remove Aty Sum-
phisse. | was asked what time it was,
whal day 1l was, whether 1 had any
pre-cuisting  medical  condibions,
whether | ook prescription medica-
tion, when 1°d last glepl, eaten, and
whai ['d had 1o drink.

For test punposes, my answer was
W0 E|u.w-|:~|. of wine.™ Hdi:ul..l" ffl-
rally klutey, I'm pretty sure | failed the
balance iests, even sober! Mext Kop-
pinger administered a prelmminary al-
cohol screening (PAS) test Since

1950 Califormia has defined adolts

with a hood nlophol content of 0U08
percent or mone as being DUT ime
paaneil. For mimors {thise under 21 ) as
Intile as 0.01percent biood aloohod
content will result in license suspen-
S5061,

Based on my test “fualare,” my li-
cerse was confiscated; | was hand-
cuffied and placed in the cnoiser™s back
seal - abhandoning my car and help-
Jes moov even to buckle my own belt

"This is where the tears start o
flow,™ Davis said.

Thesre folbowed a period of obser-
vation at Momga Police Departrnent
| s08 chained 1o a chair m o bolding
oo, 4 ioilet available but backing
even 4 semblance of prvacy, |
awaited the sdministration of a sec-
ond breath test or blood drw, bemng
fingerprinted and photographed. |
could also have been transporied 1o

Fhwobos Andy Schech

Martines and jailed for bwo days be
fore beng nedeased on probation.

Lawyer Amanda Bevins, a part-
per i Giapen, MeCoy, MceMahon
Koss, Moskowitz amd Raines, ha
among her clients those accused of
dnving under the influence. She has
wirked with a varicty of clients, in
cluding lowyers and police officers

Bevins said 9.9 percent of DU
champes i Contra Costa Coungy resub
in an areest. Those arrested face &
court appearance which could be sia
months o a yer oul [n addition 1<
crminal changes, o DU tnggers ad-
ministrative actson from the Depart-
ment of Molor Vehicles. The DMV
allows just 10 calendar days for the
subpoect to contoct ther offices anc
fight an immediate Administrative
Per Se four moath license suspemsson

Those 10 days can casily lopse
Davis said, because minds befiddied
by booge are often forgetful. “1"w
hestl several people call Monday k-
imgg mc 1o repent what [ told them Sat:
urdlay might,” be sad.

Bevins said there is no chane
ol Il keeep vour license if vou don
call DMV on time. The wait for yow
DY heanng can easily be two 1o
three months. Addstonal license sus
pesio Eme oF Fevocation can fiolkos
conviction in court. Afler Jan, 1, the
Winlmust Creek court 15 chosed o all b
trauffie cases, and you'll need 1o pet
Masminer.

And those are just the time and
paperwork hendaches.

— contimued on page B2

All gift certificates come
wrapped in a holiday gift bag
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Cheryl Strayed
in Conversation
with

Lynn Carey

Appearing Sunday, January 6, 2013

Acalanes Performing Arts Center

1200 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette

Cheryl Strayed

TIME. e 2:00-4:00 PM
General Seating............ccccooiiiii $35
Reserved Seating + Meet & Greet........................ $75

Order tickets at www.lLLCF.org or Call (925) 2836513
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH
at Ware Designs from 11-4pm
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

8115

Gift Certificate #2:

Gift Certificate #1: || pyr oo Protection 60 minute massage, || Monthly Massages!
80 minute Massage || Fucial, Seasonal SPA Pedicure, One 60 minute
SPA Manicure Body Treatment Sbampo? TBIo*w Dry, | | massage every

SPA cuisine & Shampoo + Blow Dry SPA cuisine month for a year
Champagne Lunch & Champagne & Champagne Makes a GREAT

$160

cials from
Entourage!

Gift Certificate #3: Gift Certificate #4:

$125 | $1,000

ENTOURA G Eu«

www.entouragespa.com

Day NIGHT | Spa, Salon & Café

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003
925-254-9721





