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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m.

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure

Opversight Commission

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office

25 Orinda Way, Suite 200
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

ORINIA

Dude, where’s my car?
11/24/12 A woman com-
plained to Orinda police that
her car was stolen over
Thanksgiving weekend—ap-
parently taken right from her
driveway. She thinks the thief
may have taken the car key
from her mailbox. Neither car
nor keys have been returned to
sender.

Oh  THAT  probation...
11/28/12 A 51-year-old male
was stopped just past midnight
at Orinda and Santa Maria
Way. When asked, twice, if he
was on probation he said
“No.” Arecords check proved
otherwise. The forgetful soul
was arrested and transported
to Martinez where he was
booked.
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Together with you we create a partnership and a custom plan.
Let our resources form a foundation for your success in 2013.
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Orinda City Council Considers Forming Public Safety

Commission

New service opportunity for residents in the works

By Laurie Snyder

ore Boy Scouts than adult

Orindans were on hand to
hear the Orinda City Council con-
duct business at its Nov. 27 meet-
ing. Council members discussed
the possible reconstitution of a
disbanded Public Safety Com-
mission in follow up to their Sept.
4 deliberations regarding the
same matter.

As residents may remember,
Orinda’s last Public Safety Advi-
sory Committee was born Aug.
17, 2004. Comprised of seven
council-appointed members, it
was given “duties related to the
review and establishment of City
policies and programs in the areas
of emergency preparedness and
crime prevention.” According to
the Sept. 4 staff report, however,
the group “segued into more of an
implementation group carrying
out policies, training, and pro-
grams” — and that was a problem.
OPSAC’s actions conflicted with
the council’s initial resolution, re-
sulting in “compliance issues
with the Brown Act.”

The city council dissolved
OPSAC in 2009, opting instead to
support the emergency prepared-
ness and response efforts of vari-
ous volunteer groups.

One such group is the Citizens

Emergency Response Team
(CERT). CERT’s steering com-
mittee is comprised of two repre-
sentatives each from Lafayette,
Moraga, and Orinda, and devel-
ops CERT policies and recom-
mendations. Another is the
Orinda Citizen’s Corps Council
which  “coordinates  CERT,
Neighborhood Watch, Emer-
gency Communications, Fire Dis-
trict ~ Communications  and
Logistics  volunteers.” Both
Lafayette and Moraga have simi-
lar bodies. Their mission “is to
harness the power of every indi-
vidual through education, train-
ing, and volunteer service to
make communities safer,
stronger, and better prepared to
respond to the threats of terror-
ism, crime, public health issues,
and disasters of all kinds.”

At the time that the city coun-
cil disbanded Orinda’s Public
Safety Commission, it also tasked
council members Steve Glazer
and Amy Worth (currently mayor
and vice-mayor respectively)
with the formation of a subcom-
mittee to assess Orinda’s various
public safety efforts, including
the aforementioned citizen’s
council and the Traffic Safety Ad-
visory Committee which reviews

Orindans’ requests for traffic
calming measures.

The council subcommittee
met Oct. 26. Attendees at the pub-
lic meeting included Police Chief
Jeffrey Jennings, Moraga Orinda
Fire District Chief Randy Bradley
and MOFD Emergency Prepared-
ness Coordinator Dennis Rein,
and City Manager Janet Keeter.
The Glazer-Worth subcommittee
suggested that Orinda hold a joint
meeting with the Town of Moraga
annually — at which MOFD
would be invited to present the
fire district’s annual report to the
two councils and the public.

Members also suggested that
Orinda city staff present an an-
nual disaster preparedness report,
assessing the state of citizens’
preparedness and the city’s readi-
ness, and providing updates re-
garding citizen HAM radio and
Orinda Citizen’s Corps Council
operations.

In addition, the subcommittee
recommended that the city coun-
cil create a new city public safety
commission under a new charter.
Five Orinda citizens would be ap-
pointed to the commission, which
would “be advisory to the Police
Chief and City Manager. The
Committee would not be in-

volved in police personnel mat-
ters.” The proposed commission,
meeting twice per year, would
discuss the police budget, emer-
gency plans, annual crime statis-
tics, Citizen’s Corps activities,
and police involvement with civic
events such as Orinda Night Out
and the 4th of July Parade.

“This was a unanimous rec-
ommendation,” said Worth who
noted that the subcommittee con-
sidered the input of both emer-
gency services professionals and
volunteers involved in disaster
preparedness and response.

Although the Town of Moraga
does not have a similar committee
or commission, the City of
Lafayette has formed a city coun-
cil subcommittee to review its
public safety issues. Jennings de-
scribed the proposed new public
safety commission as “a great
conduit to get my message out
about public safety.”

Next steps: Keeter will invite
Moraga’s Town Council to partic-
ipate in an annual joint meeting,
and will return to a future council
meeting with wording allowing the
council to create a public safety
commission. City Clerk Michele
Olsen will then begin announcing
and recruiting for openings.
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LeapFrog Plumbing

To all of our Lamorinda

customers

You're the best! We thank
you for the ]mfivi[ege of
‘hoppin’ to it!” for you
F-, ! this year. We wish you
true peace, love and joy.
May you have a safe and

Plumb Hoppy”

Head Frog Mo Williams

Holiday. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Mo’s Holiday saving specials:

'LeapFrog Loot |

I $200 off
I tankless/hybrid

ter heate I
IWGr ater I

installation '
I N N .

LeapFrog Loot

I $89o0ff Il $59 off

l Any tank-type || | Anynew faucet
water heater

installation
8 B R

LeapFrog Loot |

or fixture I

installation ’
I N ..

*1 coupon per service

We Hop To It!

FAMILY-OWNED & SERVING
LAMORINDA SINCE 1993

Plumb Hoppy
Gift Certificates
available

(925) 377 6600 ==

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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025-285-6272

Help for the Holidays!

For yourself or a loved one -

%

. Gift Wrapping
Shopping . Driving « Errands

Lamorinda
Comforts of Home

Local - Bonded - Insured

w.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

925037799209 (@

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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