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STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

* Fits all sizes of gutters

* 10 year No-Clog Warrenty

* High quality aircraft alloy

* We will clean and repair your gutters
before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #785869

Fall Special - 20% OFF

The Gutter Guard Company

925-376-1025

www.whguard.com

A vent SSun Deyys

December 9, 16 & 23

See more at LOPC.org

Drainage Systems

¢ Standing Water Problems Eliminated
® Sump Pump Service, Repairs & Replacement
® Drainage Inspechons & Reports

® Retaining Walls
¢ Grading

The first and only
Company in the
Bay Area Offering
a 5 Year No
Standing Water
Under the House
Guarantee”

*Qur 5 year guarantee is offered to
qualified clients who follow our repair
recommendations completly

E E‘AINADE

AAEIHMWATER CORNTRAOL FE

Lic. #512288

925-944-5263

drainagepros com

M A E rated

visit us on
Facebook

NEED LANDSCAPE HELP?
PLAN NOW with Calvin Craig Landscaping

AWARD-WINNING
DEEIEHE

GET STUNNING YEAE-EQUND BEAUTY WITH
LOW WATEE USAGE AND MAINTENANCE
Fine and Organic Gardening {.:'..,-.' rvices

Landscape Kenovation and Drainage

Call today for a FREE consu

Calvi

Horticulturist = Designer
Contractor

925-935-5269

View our online portfolio at
www.Craiglandscaping.com

7 925-377-0977
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Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the

v

Wednesday, December 5, 2012

N

writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in,

Editor:

Years ago, a study was released giving the statistic that
about one person in every ten is gay. There are around
1300 students at Miramonte, and as a student there, I know
of only a handful of individuals who have openly come
out. Either my high school has an unusually low number
of LGBT students, or some are simply too afraid to let
others know that they’re homosexual.

I wouldn’t be surprised at all if the latter was true. And it’s
the largest, most-respected institutions in our society that
contribute to this fear. Religious groups like the Catholic
Church tell us it’s a perverted sin to be attracted to the
same sex. Recently, the Boy Scouts of America refused to
give a Moraga boy his Eagle Scout rank because he was
openly gay. Proponents of the “protecting marriage”
movement tirelessly make the case that the institution of
marriage itself is meant for a man and a woman, despite
the fact that men and women have been getting divorced
at a rate of about 40-50% for years.

I attended Catholic school for nine years of my life, and I
know that the church’s teachings of love and compassion
are the complete antithesis of the hypocritical stance that
Catholicism takes on homosexuality and gay marriage. I
was a Boy Scout long enough to know that the scouts’ val-
ues of service, kindness, and helpfulness don’t fall in line
with its administration’s judgmental thinking. And I as I
grow older I recognize that marriage is based on the ability
to love, cherish, and commit to another, and not on sexual
orientation or gender.

For those who are gay at Miramonte and the rest of the
world, who haven’t yet come out, I don’t blame them.
They are confronted by a world that doesn’t accept but
rather shames them for something over which they have
no control. Powerful forces in our society have led them
to believe that their simple difference in preference is in
fact a disorder. It’s time that these institutions realize not
only their immense hypocrisy, but also the tremendous
damage they are inflicting upon others.

Brian De Luna
Orinda

Editor:

The police department personnel and paramedics who
saved the life of cardiac-arrest victim Jim Engelhardt
[Lamorinda Weekly November 21, 2012] received well-
deserved praise for their successful resuscitation efforts.
But what about those unnamed Good Samaritans, the by-
standers who started CPR before the professionals arrived
on the scene?

We encourage our citizens to learn CPR and AED opera-
tion as well as emergency first aid, because seconds count
in cases like these. The bystanders who initially stepped
in may well have made a critical difference between suc-
cess and failure in this patient’s outcome. They too should
be recognized for their role in his recovery.

Eugene L. Gottfried, M.D.
Orinda

(Editor s note: We have attempted to discover the identities
of the above-referenced Good Samaritans, but nobody
seems to know who they are. Do you? Please let us know
by emailing lee@lamorindaweekly.com.)

Editor:

Le Colbert, Paris, 17 Nov. 2012

My parents, from northern Germany, tell me of a delight-
ful evening at Le Colbert in Paris, France, with a couple
from Lafayette, CA. To their great dismay they misplaced

the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

the couple's email address. We'd be most delighted if you
could contact me, their daughter living in Oakland, at
abrown@dvc.edu.

A trés bientot,

Amélie Brown

Editor:

So, the Orinda City Staff has announced the award of the
prestigious Golden Nugget Grand Award for Best Senior
Housing Community — On the Board, to the pending Eden
Housing project in Orinda, all before a shovel is even in
the ground. Prestigious for whom?

Alittle digging at www.goldennuggetawards.com reveals
that the Golden Nugget Awards are actually granted by
the PCBC, which translates to Pacific Coast Builders Con-
ference, a self-serving trade event for developers and such,
sponsored by the California Industry Building Associa-
tion. These awards themselves are sponsored by Builders
Magazine. Only a real estate development insider, with
something to gain, could tout this “award”.

If a trade association wants to go around patting its own
members on the back, so be it, but is that really newswor-
thy, or prestigious for the citizens of Orinda, who are look-
ing down the barrel at a high-rise, high-density,
low-income, residential housing project within the city’s
commercial district?

Perhaps, not so much.

Owen Murphy
Orinda

Editor:

Sharply lower home values in Lafayette, Moraga, and
Orinda are likely to occur if the federal government goes
ahead with plans to limit tax deductions for home-mort-
gage interest and property taxes.

Lamorinda -- a collective term for Lafayette, Moraga,
and Orinda -- contains many well off residents earning
high annual incomes. Such residents are likely to itemize
deductions on their federal income taxes. Itemization al-
lows tax deductions for home-mortgage interest and for
property taxes.

Here is an hypothetical example: Suppose a Lamorinda
home has a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage for $800,000. If
the loan's interest rate were 4 percent, the yearly mort-
gage-interest payment would be about $46,000. (If the
loan is new, mortgage payments go mostly for interest.)
The property tax on the home might be $12,000 annually.
Together, the two payments equal $58,000 a year.

The owner of the home would, under current law, be
able to deduct $58,000 from his annual income.

Currently, some members of Congress are considering
lowering the amount of deductible income to $17,000.
Thus, instead of deducting $58,000, the homeowner might
only be able to deduct $17,000 and would owe $41,000
in additional federal taxes.

If the home were sold, the buyer might not want to pay
as much as the seller wants. The buyer, citing an increased
tax liability, might demand a lower price for the home be-
cause the buyer would have to pay higher taxes.

California now has the nation's highest annual average
for deductions for people who itemize (The Wall Street
Journal, Nov. 19). That average is $33,901. Indiana has
the lowest number: $20,111.

The big question is: Will homes in Lamorinda plummet
in value if Congress limits tax deductions for high-income
individuals who itemize their federal tax returns?

Richard S. Colman
Orinda

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit
Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and

let us know you'd like to be considered for the Public Forum.

MOFD Firefighters, Driver Injured on
Highway 24
-

Michael Rattary Kelly Morris

Stephen Rogness

control, struck the side of the fire en-
gine and rolled into the three firefight-
ers and the driver of the first vehicle.

Bradley would not release the
name of driver who was being inter-
viewed but said that he was trans-
ported to John Muir Hospital with
critical injuries.

MOFD Captain Michael Rattary,
firefighter paramedic Kelly Morris,
and firefighter Stephen Rogness were
transported to John Muir Hospital in
Walnut Creek with serious but non-

hree Moraga Orinda Fire Dis-
trict firefighters and a male
driver, who was not identified as of
our press deadline, were injured the
wet and windy morning of Dec. 2
after MOFD responded to an accident
on Highway 24 east of the Wilder
exit.
According to MOFD Fire Chief

Randy Bradley, while firefighters
were investigating the non-injury ac-
cident their fire engine was struck by
a car that failed to stop due to exten-
sive rain, resulting in minor damage
to both vehicles but no injuries. The
firefighters were standing off the
shoulder of the highway interviewing
the driver when another vehicle lost

life threatening injuries. Morris and
Rogness sustained leg fractures re-
quiring surgery.

Bradley said the driver of the car
that rolled, who was also unidentified,
refused treatment for minor injuries.
The California Highway Patrol is in-
vestigating the accident.
L.Borrowman





