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Integrity
Knowledge
Results

Tranquil & Spacious
5 Bedrooms,

4 Full Baths
Approx 3,000 sqft,
'/» acre
More at
2Madrone.com

Offered at
$1,400,000
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Celebration at the home of Theodore Wagner (Wagner Ranch), July 4, 1890. Photo courtesy Orinda Historical Society

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Lib-
erty and the pursuit of Happiness.

Words that shook the world in 1776. On July 4, 1890,
they rang out again — this time from the hills surrounding
Orinda as Thomas Wagner and his wife hosted residents
from across Contra Costa County at a Natal Day Celebra-
tion — the great-granddaddy of Orinda’s present day
Fourth of July revels.

According to a copy of the invitation, issued by the
Wagners and now digitized by the Orinda Historical So-
ciety, the Wagner Ranch festivities began at 11 a.m. with
a “National Salute,” followed by a prayer, reading of the
Declaration of Independence, singing of national hymns,
and poetry recitation before participants sat down for a
luncheon. A program of patriotic songs and music were
enjoyed by all throughout the remainder of the day, which
closed with an evening display of fireworks.

Food, fellowship, fun — and a hefty dose of pride for
all that America has achieved, along with moments of re-
flection about our responsibilities as citizens —and genuine
gratitude to those who have fought to preserve our free-
dom since the first shots were fired at Lexington and Con-
cord. Happy birthday, America! L.Snyder

Celebration at the Orinda Community Park last year
Photo Ohlen Alexander

Soraya’'s Home Tip of the Month:

Do you want a quick and

inexpensive kitchen update?

M ost everyone wants to do the big kitchen remodel, but
not everyone can do it right away. Therefore, if you
want a quick and inexpensive kitchen update....Just change
your cabinet hardware, kitchen lighting fixture and update
your faucet! Doing these 3 simple things can instantly
change your kitchen’s whole look with minimal out of pocket
expense!

Whatever you do to your home, make sure it is something
you will enjoy now, and if you plan on selling it in the near
future, keep in mind those projects that will add value so that
you get the highest possible price upon selling.

Call me for help with buying or selling your home or if
you just have questions on your home’s value. I'm happy to
help. | have a great team and many resources to make it a
simple transition for you.
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